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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to our July – August newsletter during the
pandemic period, which has turned many lives upside
down, especially for you younger people.
How pleasing it is that we have managed to reopen the
main museum albeit on Wednesdays and Fridays from
11am-2pm. Those volunteers who have been able to
return will have been briefed on all the details.
We thank the ongoing volunteers who will be
supported in adjusting to revised operational tasks
according to our required COVID-19 Safety Plan.
Each will have undergone training and preparation
sessions working through the customised COVID-19
Checklist to assist rostered volunteers. One risk
management strategy is to ensure that there are always
two volunteers at the museum’s front desk. For those
rostered on there is a special morning opening with
set up, cleaning and preparation guidelines as part of
our COVID19 Safety Plan.
Our thanks goes to those volunteers who have offered
to come in to open the museum under the new
operational conditions according to the Society’s
COVID-19 Safety Plan. There will be two volunteers
on duty at any time.
Visits by school children are obviously on hold at
present and no visits are envisaged this year to our
museum.

See the full story in the member’s newsletter, a copy of
which is on the Front Desk.
Remember the Society has a new number due to the
NBN’s inefficiency. So our new number is 63322522
so be sure to update your records.
Alan McRae, Editor & Vice President
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

NEWS ITEM FROM THE ROSTER COMMITTEE

FRONT DESK VOLUNTEERS - Communications
across this pandemic period have been responsive to
individual volunteer situations and needs. Naturally,
our more vulnerable elder volunteers are not returning
and have our best wishes to stay safe and well. They
were carrying the heavier front desk load with
permanent roster sessions which have at present been
dramatically reduced.
OTHER VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES - A
wider range of interesting tasks is evolving for
volunteers to input into the Society’s work. These
include working on the glass plate collection and on
the photograph collection, both guided by Mary
Fletcher.
In the Archive space, with Kim Bagot-Hiller an
emerging team of volunteers will learn new skills and
insights into historical artefacts. Thanks goes to Brian
Fox who attended on the 5th July to guide the strategy
to catalogue the maps/charts as one of these new areas.
Many thanks Brian for your expertise and time.
While the multiple Bookshop retail tasks are capably
handled by Felicity Baines (sincere thanks), the rest of
the book collection is a mammoth task – an approach
is being worked out.
Julie Liddell, Volunteer Coordinator
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

SOCIETY MONTHLY MUSTERS
& ACTIVITIES

Above - Congratulations to our own Kim Bagot who
has been awarded the Bathurst Regional Council’s
Macquarie Medal for her two year project in archiving
the Theo Barker files and papers.

At this time there are no planned musters until at least
after Christmas and then as no muster takes place in
January, it is likely to be February before something
may happen.
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 19th
November however the venue has not been organised
as yet. It will be held in either the Bathurst Council
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Chambers or the Uniting Church Hall.
Please note that there will be no Christmas Party for
2020.
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

GEORGE STREET WAS ONCE TREE-LINED
The postcard below shows a peaceful scene in treelined and gas-lit George Street around 1908. It shows
the intersection of George and Russell Streets with the
elegant building used by the Bank of New South
Wales on the corner (where the Western Advocate
building is now.) Further down the street on the right is
the retailing emporium of E. Webb and Company. The
image for this postcard was taken by Mr. C.J. Beavis
himself with the Beavis Studios once being situated
near the Webb building. As with most postcards at this
time, this one was also printed in Germany, the process
at this time taking some 20 to 25 weeks to arrive back
in Bathurst. This postcard was produced for J.R. and
A. Jones of Bathurst.

‘moat’, basement strong room and other features with
the ever-growing bushranger problem in mind. The
‘moat’ wasn’t filled with water it actually allowed light
into the basement.
In Bathurst in 1888, the Bank of New South Wales
was also competing with the Commercial Banking
Company of Sydney, the Australian Joint Stock Bank,
the Bank of Australasia and the City Bank. In 1932
the Bank of New South Wales vacated the building
and moved into their current premises in William
Street. In June 1932 the former bank premises in
George Street were offered for auction, finally selling
in 1937 to be later demolished.
Further down the street is the building of Webb and Co
which was divided from the bank by a timber fence.
The Webb building consisted of two joined buildings,
both built by the founder of the business, Edmund
Webb, who had arrived in the Colony of New South
Wales in 1848.
After hearing of a position in Bathurst and not wanting
to become a long-term apprentice, he made the journey
to Bathurst. Here he secured the job as a mercery hand
(selling men’s clothing) with a gentleman by the name
of Mr. Burnside. The business was quite prosperous so
young Edmund decided on his 21st birthday to offer
Mr. Burnside the £200 he had managed to save. He
suggested that his employer might like to make him a
partner of the business. It seems Burnside thought the
idea laughable commenting that ‘₤4,000 would be
nearer the mark.’

A reasonable number of Bathurstians may remember
the building that once stood where the Western
Advocate now stands. It was an impressive brick
structure which was built specially for a branch of our
nation’s longest existing bank – the Bank of New
South Wales, now Westpac.
A Bathurst branch of the Bank of New South Wales
was finally opened on 8th September, 1856, in a leased
house in George Street as a temporary location. The
Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal announced
that “Bank of N.S.W. - A Branch of this bank had been
opened in Bathurst, for the transaction of general
Banking Business. Discount days, Tuesday and
Friday. Bathurst, Sept 15th, 1856.” This Bathurst
branch was the fifth to open in country New South
Wales.
Building commenced on the corner of Russell and
George Streets in 1858 with the massive foundation
excavated by the end of the year. Designed by Edmund
Blackett, the two-storey brick building cost £10,400
and comprised the Bank Chambers, Manager’s office,
strong room, manager’s accommodation of 9 rooms,
kitchen, pantry and ‘all conveniences.’ The basement
contained five rooms.
The building had some unique features such as a

Edmund was upset and decided to open his own small
store, this taking place in April 1851. It was named E.
Webb’s General Warehouse and located in George
Street. By the early 1860s the original store was
proving to be too small so in 1862 Edmund had a new
drapery section constructed which would later become
part of the present building opposite the Bathurst Gaol.
Edmund Webb’s community mindedness took to the
fore in the first elections of the new Municipality of
Bathurst when he headed the poll of aldermen of the
first council of Bathurst in 1862. He became more
involved with civic affairs taking the role as the mayor
of Bathurst on five separate occasions. His son
Edmund T. Webb was to follow in his footsteps by
remaining as a member of council for some 44 years
and he too was Mayor of Bathurst five times.
Sometime around the late 1870s or early 1880s the old
high timber fence between the Bank of New South
Wales was demolished and a new brick one
constructed. Barbed wire was strung along the top
between short steel posts. A doorway entrance was
placed near the bank as an after hours entrance.
Trees had been planted for several years when this
photo was taken. Trees were not unique to George
Street and William Street was also planted with trees.
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo
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JUST FOR BOOTS AND SHOES
Two items on display at Old Government Cottage,
which is currently closed due to COVID-19, are a cast
iron boot last and a historic handmade wooden boot
jack or wooden boot remover.
Left - This heavy
cast iron triple shoe
last or anvil has its
three sizes of shoes
that are shaped in
the form of a
human
foot,
including one for
children.
These lasts were
extensively used by
cordwainers who were shoemakers who handmade
new boots and shoes from brand new leather. They
were compared to cobblers who basically repaired
shoes. Made usually of cast iron, they have, in times
gone by, been carved out of hardwood. Tradesmen
would have a number of lasts in their business as
compared to the home boot repairer who would have
one, maybe two. Most lasts were originally sold in
pairs.
Special lasts were made in a number of styles
depending on the job that they were needed to do.
These usually included the proportions of specific
customers’ feet. Today most lasts have been relegated
to the back shed or a door stop in the home.
Single leg and triple boot lasts were manufactured by
the Eclipse Company, however our last has no maker.
Another item in the Old Government Cottage
collection is a hand made boot jack, below.

At one time in the past, almost every house, well
certainly in the country, had a wooden boot jack or
wooden boot remover at the back door. The advantage
of the boot remover was that the person taking off their
boots or shoes didn’t get their hands all muddy and the
boots were easier to remove for older people especially
as they didn’t have to bend over.
This hand made unit was made from two pieces of
timber – one piece was cut to shape which included a
hole to hang it up on a nail. It has a U-shaped mouth

which allows the heel of the boot to be gripped and a
flat area onto which one’s weight could be applied
with the opposite foot. A block was attached
underneath, in this case secured to two wooden pins.
See below.

The initials ‘WPL’ are engraved into the boot jack,
however I have no idea what it might stand for but I
assume the maker’s initials. Can you help? The date
1852 was also carved in it which makes it quite old,
below.

The boot jack was not new it seems, as they were
being made before the big gold finds around Bathurst.
They were very popular in the United States with the
first patented design applied for in 1852. The members
of the Australian Light Horse troopers and other horse
mounted military used them to take off their muddy
riding boots early in World War One.
While most early boot jacks were hand made from
timber it was possible to purchase a commercial one,
usually made from cast iron.
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

THE MACQUARIE RIVER HAS CHANGED
OVER TIME
The Macquarie River once boasted a far wider expanse
of water than it does these days. The Macquarie River
appears on many early postcards and in photos from
the Bathurst district. This landmark is also featured in
many publications and is a great asset to Bathurst and
district. The postcard on the following page is in
colour and is one of a series of postcards that were
once sold in Bathurst and are known as the “Perfection
Series”. The series was taken by Mr. H.C. Beavis, a
well-known Bathurst photographer at the time who had
established his photographic business in George Street.
It cost just one penny postage to send a postcard
around Australia from the Bathurst Post Office at the
time. This form of correspondence was very popular
from the 1900s until World War Two, though around
World War One and a little after was the peak time.
The postcard shows a covered, two-wheeled horsedrawn buggy down on the banks of the Macquarie
River at White Rock. The water was obviously very
still at the time as the trees are reflected on the river’s
surface. About five hundred yards further downstream
was a popular local fishing hole which attracted
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numbers of fishermen in the 1920s. The postcard has
the words “Greetings from Bathurst. N.S.W.” This
particular spot at White Rock was popular for picnics
and in fine weather residents flocked to the location
with their rugs and baskets of food.
The naming and information concerning the Macquarie
River first appears in early documents in late 1813,
some five to six months after the three explorers
managed to find part of the way across the Blue
Mountains. Governor Macquarie decided to send
Assistant Surveyor George William Evans to
investigate the area further.

Evans set out from the Nepean River on 19th
November, 1813, and ventured almost 100 miles
further than the three explorers. He went on to report
that he had come upon vast acres of land watered by a
good river. In his diary George Evans wrote: “.... at 3
o'clock I stopped at the commencement of a plain still
more pleasing and very extensive. I cannot see the
termination of it north of me; the soil is exceedingly
rich and produces the finest grass intermixed with a
variety of herbs; the hills have a look of a park and
grounds laid out; I am at a loss for language to
describe the country; I named this part ‘Bathurst
Plains’. I have walked until I am quite fatigued being
so anxious to look about me; there is game in
abundance; if we want a fish it is caught immediately;
they seem to bite at any time; had I brought a quantity
of salt so we could cure some 100lbs of them, I am
quite astonished the number the men catch every
evening. ...... I have called the main stream
‘Macquarie River’. At 2-½ miles commences a most
extensive plain, the hills around are fine indeed; it
requires a clever person to describe this country
properly.”
George Evans mistakenly thought that with the good
flow in the Macquarie River it would have to flow into
the Indian Ocean and that someday, he recorded in his

journal, he would be happy to undertake such a
journey to find out.
The Macquarie River which divided Kelso from
Bathurst in those early days has certainly changed over
the years since white settlement. With the new grants
of land at Kelso it soon became more obvious that the
Macquarie River would prove a barrier to those at
Kelso, especially when they needed to do government
business on the ‘other side’ of the river. Suggestions
had been put forward for some type of bridge in the
1820s, after the first drowning occurred while the
deceased crossed the river. One must keep in mind
also that the river then was
wider and deeper than it is
now. In the early 1830’s,
tenders were called for the
supply of a flat bottom boat
on the Macquarie River, near
Kelso. A boat finally did
operate on the river to
transport people and animals
across in small numbers. The
operator had a residence
known as the ‘boatman’s
house’.
This dividing barrier was to
cause a good deal of
heartache and tragedy over
the decades. In 1910, it was
described as “the winding,
sluggish Macquarie River is
fringed with English willow,
which also border the chief avenue, leading across the
Macquarie to placid little Kelso.”
Stephens Street (now called Stephens Lane) was one of
the streets at Kelso which led down to the Macquarie
River to the crossing point or ford. The street ran
down the centre of the original land grant given to
James Blackman in 1818, which was later divided into
ten smaller blocks of land, with five blocks either side
of Stephens Street. Several of Kelso’s inns were
located on this street, such as the first “Coach and
Horses Inn”. This particular road can be seen quite
clearly on Surveyor-General Major Thomas Mitchell's
map which was printed in London in 1834.
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

Please note that we have had to move our ‘Bathurst
Remembers World War 2 Exhibition 2020’ marking
VP Day and the end of World War Two to next year
due to COVID-19. The new dates are Friday 13th to
Monday 16th August 2021. We are still looking for
servicemens and women’s photos who served in World
War Two and have a Bathurst association – born here,
lived here, trained at the Bathurst Army Camp, or lived
here after the war. Ring me on 63315404 if you have
any questions.
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