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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

With less than ten weeks to go 
until the festive season and this 
being the Bathurst District 
Historical Society’s Christmas 
issue I would like to wish one 
and all a very Merry Christmas 
and best wishes for the festive 
season.  
 

Christmas changes from year to 
year but probably the greatest 
change has taken place at our 
Post Offices. They have seen a 

massive drop in revenue due to far less Christmas 
cards being sent out. Emails and other electronic 
devices have taken over, effecting letter writing and 
the humble postcard.   

 

Postcard numbers have dropped to non-existent levels 
these days whereas in the early years of Federation up 
to the 1930s, the humble postcard was mailed across 
Bathurst to say ‘hello’ or ‘happy birthday’ or sent to a 
family member or friend who was then expected to 
meet the steam train and collect them in their cart and 
horse. The cost of the stamp to post the postcard was 
just a mere one penny, less than a cent.  
 

In December 1940, in the second year of World War 
Two, the Bathurst Post Office handled more than 
242,000 letters during the month. Remember that 
massive amounts of letters were being sent to 
servicemen and women overseas and vice versa. At the 
end of November, the previous month, an electrically-
driven machine for stamping the post mark on letters 
was installed at the Bathurst Post Office. It replaced an 
old hand-driven model which had given service for 
many years. The new machine stamped 650 letters a 
minute compared to 100 on the hand-driven apparatus. 

 

Christmas time saw many of the local photographers in 
Bathurst get ready for the festive season and 
advertising the fact. In 1911 Mr. H.C.D. Beavis of 
Howick Street had a special room (below) set apart for 
patrons to make their choice of available Christmas 
cards, of which it was stated, “he has astonishing and 
beautiful assortment”. Private autograph boxes, post 
cards with Australian scenes, flowers, views of 
Bathurst, as well as booklets, etc., and photos faithfully 
photographed by appointment. He invited Bathurst 
residents to visit to make an inspection. 

 

His brother Mr. C.J. Beavis’ Central Studios was 
located next to Webb & Co., in George Street. He 
advertised – “A Christmas card that is always 
appreciated and kept as a faithful photograph of 
yourself or a group photo of the family. Mr. C.J. 
Beavis has made special preparations for the rush of 
patrons, who can depend on high-class work at 
metropolitan prices. Call and see samples at the 
Central Studio”. 
 

Almost like a Christmas present is our museum which 
has undergone some spectacular changes for the better 
with its recent facelift. See my full report further on in 
this newsletter on page 4.  
 

Old Government Cottage goes from strength to 
strength with visitor numbers rising all the time. A 
large number are coming from Sydney to have a day or 
weekend in Bathurst. Bill Deeley and Peter Cosgrove 
reported to me that they were very busy showing 
people through the old building in early October. The 
garden is still looking lovely despite the challenges of 
water restrictions, and Old Government Cottage, as 
part of the excellent offering of museums in Bathurst, 
is fast becoming a must see attraction.   
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It is pleasing to see that the 
Bathurst District Historical 
Society Facebook page keeps 
building well and now has over 
350 followers. I assume that 
many of our members are on 
Facebook to see the new historic 
material being added. So as they 

say “Find us on Facebook.” 
 

Our society owns several old and historic pianos which 
have been in the Society’s possession for many, many 
years. Recently we had a piano expert come in to 
thoroughly inspect our pianos in the collection. 
Raymond Day Hakker spent three hours looking over 
each piano and has sent a detailed report to the 
committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was particularly impressed with our upright pianos.   
He advised that it would be better if the piano in Old 
Government Cottage was moved to the Museum as it 
could be subject to damage by insects and mice. 
 

Many members won’t 
realise that pianos 
arrived with the first 
British settlers that 
sailed to Australia, 
arriving in January 
1788. George 
Worgan, a surgeon on 
the First Fleet HMS 
Sirius, brought a 
piano with him to 
Australia. The 
wealthy immigrants 

often arrived with their piano from England, Scotland 
and Wales.  
 

Most of the square pianos that were made in the 1840s 
are long gone, so the Society is fortunate to have one. 
Another of our pianos was once used in ‘Blackdown’ 
at Eglinton. Pianos were classed as a piece of furniture 
which took pride of place in the sitting room and was 
played regularly. The colonial piano was often a 
symbol of what a family had achieved with many 

immigrants arriving with very little.  

  
 

Ita Buttrose visited our research department in 
September to obtain some of Bathurst’s history. She 
had a look through the museum and seemed very 
impressed with its new look. President Samantha was 
on hand and took the opportunity to present her with 
several local books. Days later Samantha received a 
very appreciative email of thanks.  

 
The plans for the ‘Bathurst Remembers World War 2 
Exhibition 2020’ marking VP Day and 75th 
Anniversary of the end of WWII are well underway for 
August next year. It will be held in the Bathurst 
Memorial Entertainment Centre from Friday 14th, 
Saturday 15th – VP Day, Sunday 16th and Monday 
17th August 2020.    
 

This is a World War Two Exhibition that will be the 
largest exhibition of its type in country New South 
Wales and will consist of “Snapshots of World War 2” 
- 500 enlarged photos of battlefields, training, the 
home front, etc., and “Wall of Valour - World War 2 
Servicemen and Women with an association with 
Bathurst who enlisted and served.” - 100 enlarged 
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photos. In addition there will be some 2,000 military 
and WW2 memorabilia items from guest exhibitors.  
 

I’m looking for WW2 servicemen’s photos with a 
‘Bathurst association’ i.e., born here, enlisted here, 
trained here, lived here after the war etc. as well as war 
photos overseas but they don’t need the association.  
Please phone me on 02 63315404 or email me at 
amcrae@lisp.com.au.   
 

Our valuable school group volunteer team has assisted 
568 students from 12 schools since the beginning of 
August. The whole group is to be commended for all 
they have done to make it a success.  
 

The NBN (No bloody network) continues to plague my 
newsletters with the internet playing up at least every 
week, as well my phones are dropping out or simply 
not functional for up to a week sometimes. Makes me 
almost to think I want to go back to one wire and wind 
the handle. I’m not the only one who has problems, but 
most people have given up.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

As you may have seen 
the Museum has been 
refurbished following a 
very generous grant 
from the State 
Government which has 
allowed us to 
completely repaint, 
recarpet and do some 
much needed work on 
the interior of the 
building. Also the 
outsides of the doors 
and windows, and the 

fence have also been painted.   
 

The volunteers too are in a good position.  We have a 
good volunteer pool, ably looked after by Dell Baines, 
Pixie Lincoln and Julie Liddell. Although we could 
always do with more volunteers. Despite there being a 
lot of local community organisations also looking for 
help, we have managed to keep the Museum open six 
days a week. We have started cataloguing the 
Society’s large collection of books, the Society’s 
collection of artworks including some illuminated 
addresses, some of national significance has also been 
started. I thank the volunteers responsible for that 
important work for their help. 
 

Our school groups have been very popular again, with 
numbers rising all the time.  Apparently, the visit to the 
Museum is the most enjoyed by the students and we 
have seen return visitors again this year – some 
schools coming for the third or fourth time. A 
specialised volunteer group manage this school visit 
section very admirably.  

Though the new Collections 
Facility is well into the 
planning stages it should be 
finished by September 2020. 
The Society will be moving 
the Photographic collection 
including our glass plate 
negatives, also of national 
significance, into that new 
building.  It will be climate 
controlled, secure and 
accessible to the public.  It is 
the climate controlled part 

that is important – as time goes by, the glass plates 
deteriorate and without proper conditions, will be lost.  
Having them in a climate controlled environment will 
slow down that deterioration.   

 

We will also be moving the Archives to the new 
building as there will be much more space.  We are 
fast running out of room for records which makes it 
very hard for the Research volunteers to offer the 
community a good, quick and professional response to 
their queries.  We now have two Archivists who are 
slowly but surely getting an enormous amount of 
material sorted, catalogued and stored properly.  They 
have found some very interesting documents – a letter 
from Queen Victoria, correspondence from the 
Colonial Secretary in the 1820’s, and of course, the 
Darwin letter. Some of this material will shortly be on 
display for a short time. 
 

Your very well written and popular newsletter still 
keeps all the members informed. I would like to thank 
everyone who keeps the Society and the Museums 
going, and going so well.  From those who put in hours 
every day, every week, every fortnight, every month 
and perhaps only every year, the Committee and I 
thank you all very much for your ongoing support.  
Your unfailing enthusiasm for the Society and the 
Museums is a credit to you and very much appreciated.  
I hear of small, volunteer run organisations operating 
with four aging volunteers, only managing to open for 
a Sunday afternoon once a month, and I think ‘Thank 
goodness for my lot – we have and will go on to 
achieve so much’. 
 

We have lost members to illness and death, and to 
those who have suffered a bereavement or have gone 
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through or are still tackling illness, we offer our 
thoughts and prayers, with heartfelt wishes for happier 
times.                                                            Samantha 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

SOCIETY  HANDS  OVER   ‘MEMORIES’ 
 

The Society now has two dedicated Archivists who 
have been working away at the boxes and files upstairs 
in the Museum.  Barbara and Kim have found some 
really interesting stuff and recently found some 
original documents relating to Charles Booth of 
Millthorpe – the original land grant, his will and the 
marriage settlement when his widow remarried 

 

As this material is not relevant to Bathurst, we decided 
to contact the Golden Memories Museum at Milthorpe 
to see if they wanted it. Rosemarie Amos (above) from 
the Golden Memories Museum Committee was very 
happy to receive the material on behalf of her Museum 
and Committee recently.  In fact, she was thrilled with 
the material as an important part of their collection and 
Barbara and Samantha were very pleased to hand them 
over. 

 

Another project that has taken some time to get 
underway due to limited volunteers and expertise has 
now seen Barbara Travis and Kim Bagot-Hiller 
undertaking the Archiving of the society’s various 
collections in both the Society’s museum and the 
Annexe storage area. This undertaking will we expect 
take some considerable time to achieve but it is 
surprising what has been achieved so far.   
 

In view of the undertaking Karen Finch from the Royal 
Agricultural Society of NSW in Sydney and who is 

their Heritage Manager and who is a Professional 
Archivist was asked to come up to help both Barbara 
and Kim to work out what would be needed with the 
museum Archives and what would be best practice to 
move forward with Archiving the collections.  
 

Photo - Barbara Travis, Kim Bagot-Hiller and 
Karen Finch, Royal Agricultural Society of NSW  
Heritage Manager & Professional Archivist June 
2019 
 

This is an enormous undertaking and with Karen’s 
help and knowledge these two ladies are on the right 
track and can move forward. 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

MUSEUM  REFURBISHMENT  2019 
 

It took a very long time to come to fruition however all 
will agree the new changes to the Society’s museum 
have been most worthwhile.  
 

 

It got going after the New South Wales State 
Government gave the Society a very generous grant of 
$100,000. Paul Toole, Member of the Legislative 
Assembly and Member for Bathurst and now Minister 
for Regional Transport and Roads, presented the 
cheque back in November 2018. It then took some 
months to organise painters, carpet people, carpenters, 
scaffolders, computer technicians, removalists, 
electricians, and others.     
 

Lead by Committee 
members Mary 
Fletcher, Terry 
Hickson, Julie Liddell, 
Chris Stewart and Jeff 
McSpedden, and a 
hardworking and 
energetic team of Greg 
Ingersole, Marion 
Perry, Fran Hickson, 
Dianne and Barbara, 
Lynn Peard, Judy 
Tyson, Felicity 
Baines, Beryl Dyck, 
Sandra and John Judge, Colleen Davis, Howard 
Sinclair, Kim Bagot-Hiller, and Jan Page managed 
everything.  I would like to thank them all very much 
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on behalf of the Society for their hard work and 
commitment to the task. You might have also noticed 
that all the woodwork has been cleaned and oiled, all 
the glass cleaned, everything has been dusted and new 
pictures hung. It really does make the place feel brand 
new! 

 
Above - Two of the painters working in the stairs area 
which required a good deal of scaffolding. Another 
difficulty was the need to cover over the old Navy blue 
coloured paint, but it happened.  

 
The painting 
contractors also had 
to work around 
everything as the 
members who 
helped played a sort 
of ‘musical chairs’ 
removing exhibits 
and packing up 
boxes around 
various parts of the 
museum.   
 

 
 
 
Some items had 
to be moved 
more than once.  
 
The change 
allowed us to 
tidy up as the 
workers moved 
through. 
 
 
 
 
There were long hours put in with early mornings and 
late evenings, along with weekends to move displays 
and items as things progressed. All the while the 
Winter Festival was taking place out the front in 
Russell Street and no parking nearby.  
 

Then everything had to be moved back into its original 
place or new assigned location after a lot of dusting 
down and cleaning.  

 

Above – Smoko for the contractors who did a fine job.  

 
Above – The main central glass case is much more 
accessible now that the glass dividing entry has been 
removed.  

 
Above - Display cases, polished doors and new carpet.  
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Above – There was much indecision as to what should 
happen to the front desk as we had been offered 
another from elsewhere. In the end the old one was 
dressed up and painted, and it looks wonderful.   
 

The five rooms upstairs also needed various items 
removed to allow the painters to have access, then of 
course it all had to go back. The Reading Room has 
undergone a real change and it too now looks 
imposing.  Dianne worked hard to fix up the Research 
Room and Kim was handling the Telephone Room.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

OFFICIAL  OPENING  23RD  AUGUST 
 

Invitations were sent out for the Official Opening to be 
held on Friday 23rd August and was held in the 
Museum. Seems everybody was impressed, in fact 
greatly impressed. The refurbished museum is much 
more open and spacious looking.  

 

During the morning programme all three politicians, 
Andrew Gee, the Federal Member for Calare, Paul 
Toole Member of the Legislative Assembly and 
Member for Bathurst and Minister for Regional 
Transport and Roads, and Graeme Hanger, Mayor of 
Bathurst Regional Council, gave a complimentary 
speech.    
 

All speakers were impressed with the refurbishment of 
Bathurst’s historical museum and commended all the 
committee and members who had assisted with all the 
work that needed to be carried out.  

 
Quite a large crowd attended the opening which was 
the first time many had seen the changes. It was 
pleasing to have a few front desk volunteers attending 
the official launch of the museum which was followed 
by a wonderful morning tea in the courtyard. 

 

The Society’s bright red 1909 Brush Car was on 
display outside after it too had undergone some 
maintenance and new tires.  It attracted a good deal of 
interest from those in attendance and passers-by.                                                   

 
Although the 1909 Brush is not the first car to have 
come to Bathurst it is the oldest surviving ‘locally 
owned’ car in the Bathurst Region, if not in all of 
regional New South Wales, and for this reason is an 
extremely precious unique historical artefact. 
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It was manufactured in Detroit, USA, and later 
exported to Australia by June 1910. The Stewart 
family of ‘The Mount’ (now Abercrombie House) sent 
one of their sons Morvyn Athol Stewart to Sydney to 
collect their new car, the 1909 Brush ‘Runabout’ 

which the Stewart’s had purchased for £505. He 
averaged a speed of fourteen miles per hour. The road 
between Katoomba and Mount Victoria Pass was 
exceptionally bad. At times the axle was scraping the 
snow, but by means of ropes round the tyres, even this 
exceptionally bad course was successfully covered to 
Bathurst. 

 

Thanks to Chris Stewart, Alan McRae, Brian Wood, 

Mary Fletcher, John Judge, Greg Ingersole and 

Colin Clark for the images.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held now 
at the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

17th October – Muster - Andrew Fletcher with 
“Bathurst’s WW1 Vets - the stories they never 
told……” Let Andrew share some tales of our 
veteran’s experiences, some good, some not so good 

and others downright 
forgettable. We will hear 
how our nurses suffered 
great hardships just to 
keep nursing the men. We 
will meet some locals 
whose war was very 
short, others who had 
done it all before, several 
served in the South 
African War but did 
anyone serve in the Soudan?  
 

We have heard that the British officers considered our 
troops to be an undisciplined rabble with no regard for 
the letter of military law let alone civil law, so let’s 
hear some of their stories.  
 

Come along you might hear something about one of 
your ancestors. 
 

21st November – “Gallipoli and Beyond” with Alan 
McRae. View a series of images from the landings on 
Gallipoli to the desert sands of Egypt, the Sinai and 
Palestine through several Australian Light Horse 
trooper’s eyes.” The war in the Middle East presented 
its own unique problems which had to be solved and 
some photos will show what happened. Many troopers 
who arrived from Australia took along their own horse 
in many cases though they were not told initially they 
could not bring them home.  

 

5th December (Thursday) – BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party in the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, bring 
your family and any guests. Also please bring a plate 
of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP at the 
front desk on 63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
by 1st December, 2019, to assist with organising.  

 

2nd February 2020 (Sunday) Twilight Picnic – at 
Edmund Suttor’s Rural Museum at the Rocks. Map in 
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next issue but there will be coloured balloons on the 
gate. Edmund has a variety of historical items from 
rural, agricultural, domestic and numerous other items. 
The objects are many - from bottles to convict bricks, 
old cameras to shearing machinery, demi-johns to 
ginger beer bottles, and branding items to old wool 
presses. Your meal will be provided at a cost of $5 
per head. Bring your own drinks and a seat or rug. We 
need numbers so RSVP at the front desk on 63308455 
or email to info@bathursthistory.org.au  or 
amcrae@lisp.com.au   by 29th January 2020, to assist 
with catering.      
 

15th February 2020 (Saturday) - A historic Bus 
Tour of Hill End and “History Hill” Museum & 
Underground Mine. Leave at 9.00am with a 3.30pm 
return. The bus leaves promptly at 9am from the rear 
car park of MacDonald’s, Durham Street. Cost: $70.00 
pp and includes the bus, guided tour of History Hill, 
morning tea, lunch and guided tour of Hill End. Book 
and pay at BDHS Museum ASAP.  
 

History Hill is one of the most comprehensive displays 
from the gold era with over 10,000 goldfield artefacts 
and an underground mine. The mine is electrically lit 
over the 135 metres walk-in and an optional ladder 
climb out to the surface or walk back the way you 
came in. Malcolm, the owner, is a wealth of 
knowledge on the Hill End area (photo below) and has 
written a number of books on the area.    

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

LATEST  ACQUISITIONS 
 

Recently some new acquisitions went on display in the 
large display case near the front desk in the Museum 
so be sure to call in for a look. The first item is a 
crocheted cotton bedspread made by Minne Lucy 
Gibsone (nee Cousins) wife of Charles Gibsone, at 
their home ‘Kelsoville’ (now ‘Cheshire’) in Kelso.  
Minnie was helped by her sister Emily, who was the 
organist at the nearby Holy Trinity Church in Kelso. 
 

The work was done painstakingly over many years in 
the late 1800’s. The donor’s father, John Mein 
Gibsone, who was born at Kelso in 1903, remembered 
it being on his parent’s bed.   
 

Another of Minnie and Charles’ sons, Eric Gibsone 
inherited many of the contents of ‘Kelsoville’ 

including the bedspread following their deaths, and 
upon his death it came to the donor, his niece, Mrs 
Helen Shkapsky (nee Gibsone).   

 

An electroplated Britannia metal bachelor’s tea 
service, comprising a teapot, covered milk jug and 
double handled sugar basin, each of oval form and well 
decorated with fern leaves, and presentation engraved, 
‘Presented to Sgt. W. Barham by Bathurst friends upon 
his return from active service in South Africa; Jan. 15, 
1901’. 

 

Sergeant William Barham served in the Boer War as 
part of No. 5 ‘A’ Squadron, 1st New South Wales 
Mounted Rifles. He was awarded clasps for 
engagements at Witteberge, Diamond Hill, 
Johannesburg, Dreifontein, Paaderburg and the relief 
of Kimberley.  

 

His father owned the Burcher’s shop on the corner of 
George and Piper Streets. On his return home Sergeant 
Barham attended a banquet at the Post Office Hotel in 
William Street on Tuesday 15th January, 1901 held by 
his friends to honour him. They also gave him a 
presentation, which consisted of this very handsome 
tea service.  At the time, a tea service was thought to 
be the ultimate gift for a returning brave man who had 
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fought for his colony. Upon his return from South 
African service, he joined the permanent military 
forces of the state and served for a long period in the 
South Coast district and then in Parramatta. This is 
why he left Bathurst. 

 
The Order of Australia medal suite awarded to 
Raymond Stanley Lambert of Bathurst in 1982, 
together with a photograph of Raymond at his 
broadcast desk at 2BS. Raymond received his OAM 
for his dedication to Commercial Radio and was an 
institution on 2BS as Breakfast Announcer for nearly 
45 years, retiring in 1980. 
 

The day the 2BS record library burnt in the early 
1970’s, was a very sad day for Raymond who took 
enormous pride in the collection of music owned by 
the station.  He also prided himself on his knowledge 
of music and what his listeners wanted to hear, 
especially country music. 
 

Many generations of Bathurstians grew up with 
Raymond and his breakfast program, and after his 
retirement many were surprised as they thought he 
sounded too young to be retiring! Raymond and his 
wife Aileen celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary 
in Bathurst before Raymond’s death. 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
 

Every year we have our Christmas celebrations 
culminating with Christmas day. Children count down 
the days until Christmas, mums plan the festive feast, 
there are lots of presents and heaps are happy when all 
the commercialisation is over.   
 

Christmas is observed on 25th December on the 
Gregorian calendar each year as an annual festival 
which commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Christmas is a shortened form of ‘Christ's mass’ 
Numerous modern customs are observed such as Santa 
Claus, Christmas music and carolling, a special 
Christmas dinner, pulling Christmas crackers, Nativity 
plays, gift giving, exchanging of Christmas cards and 
Facebook messages, family visits and social 
gatherings, church services, Christmas trees and 
decorations, garlands and wreaths to name a few.  
 

The Romans were to record the first Christmas 
celebration which were observed in Rome on 25th 
December, 336 AD., though the prominence of the 
holiday later declined. The festive feast then got back 
its prominence after 800AD, as Frankish king, 
Charlemagne was crowned as emperor on Christmas 
Day. Many associated Christmas with general 
misbehaviour and drunkenness by the Puritans.  
 

Later King Richard II of England laid on a Christmas 
feast in 1377 with guests having twenty-eight oxen and 
three hundred sheep spit roasted to eat and 500 gallons 
of ale. But Christmas gift-giving during the Middle 
Ages was more limited to between persons with legal 
relationships, such as a tenant farmer and landlords. 
 

Still associating the festive season as a reason for 
drunkenness, the Puritans finally banned Christmas in 
England in the 17th century. The Parliament of 
Scotland in 1640 officially abolished the observance of 
Christmas and it wasn’t until 1958 that Christmas 
again became a Scottish public holiday. 
 

A book published in 1652 spoke of Old English 
Christmas traditions, dinner, roast apples on the fire, 
card playing, dances amongst the ‘maidservants’ and 
the ‘plow-boys’, old Father Christmas and the singing 
of carols to endorse Christmas.   
 

Queen Victoria promoted Christmas when an 
illustration of the British Royal family and their 
decorated Christmas tree at Windsor Castle was 
printed in the Illustrated London News in 1848. Then a 
modified adaptation of the image was published in the 
United States in 1850 so by the 1870s putting up a 
Christmas tree had become relatively common in many 
countries around the world including Australia, 
especially amongst the ‘well to do’. However, there 
were still countries and groups of ‘old puritans’ were 
against any Christmas festivities.  

 

The ‘boiled’ Christmas pudding, also known as a 
‘Plum Pudding’ or ‘pud’ has its origins in medieval 
England. Ironically the Quakers referred to it as the 
detestable ‘Christmas pie’. Traditionally it was cooked 
on Stir-up Sunday (the Sunday before the beginning of 
the Advent season.)  
 

It may seem odd that our Christmas plum pudding 
does not actually contain any plums. In the pre-
Victorian age the word ‘plums’ was the word for 
raisins. Traditionally, the Christmas pudding 
comprised thirteen ingredients, which included a 
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number of dried fruits which represented Jesus and the 
Twelve Apostles. The ingredients was mixed with 
eggs, suet and molasses. Spices were added such as 
cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, ginger and other spices. In 
some cases the pudding was made the year before but 
it was made and aged for at least a month, its keeping 
qualities enhanced by a high alcohol beverage to 
prevent spoiling.  

 

At one time the English Government taxed plum 
pudding ingredients with a two pence duty on each 
pound of currants and threepence for every pound of 
raisins and candied peel. The flavouring spices drew 
another one-halfpenny per pound and sugar drew a 
levy of a half-pence per pound. If brandy sauce was 
used another payment of 14 shillings a gallon was 
added. Expensive! 
 

Usually several small silver coins, threepences or 
sixpences,  were  baked inside a steamed pudding or 
added later, with the pudding afterwards doused with 
burning alcohol before being served. If one found a 
coin in his or her portion, they would be blessed with a 
lucky year. 
 

I have my great grandmother’s Christmas pudding 
recipe that she used in Inverell. Ingredients - Three-
quarters of a pound of currants, add half cup cut-up 
prunes, one half a pounds of chopped raisins, one 
pound of bread-crumbs, half a pound of fine flour 
sifted for any stones, half-pound of finely chopped 
suet, a quarter pound of fine sugar and one grated 
nutmeg, 1 ounce candied peel, 4 ounces chopped 
almonds, a little cinnamon, cup of thick cream, half 
dozen new-laid eggs, and a large glass good quality 
brandy.   
 

Method - Wash and dry the currants and place in large 
bowl along with the raisins together with the bread-
crumbs and the sifted flour. Add the finely chopped 
suet, the sugar free from any lumps and sprinkle on the 
grated nutmeg. Cut the candied orange peel into fine 
slices and add to mixture and mix. Add cinnamon and 
chopped almonds and stir some more.  
 

Break six eggs into another bowl and whisk to a froth 
before straining and then mixed with the glass of 

brandy before mixing in the mixture with dry 
ingredients. Add the cream before covering the bowl 
and leave in a cool place for three hours. Then pour the 
mixture into a large cloth, tie down securely and boil 
for six hours in water.  
 

Reheat and serve on Christmas Day with a rich rum 
sauce. 

 
Above - Off for a day at Christmas picnic - Christmas 
Recreations December 1878. State Library Victoria 
 

As many of Australia’s immigrants sailed from 
England and Ireland they brought their various 
Christmas customs along with them. Possibly the most 
major change was that Christmas Day fell in the 
middle of a usually hot summer, instead of winter and 
snow they were used to. Their Christmas trees 
included candles, later small electric lights, glass 
baubles, tinsel and fake snow.  
 

In the 1850s and 1860s Christmas Day was often a 
community or family picnic out in the open air. Some 
recipes at this time included kangaroo tail soup, ham 
and cockatoo pie, mutton stew with soda bread, swan 
bake, curried kangaroo and (wonga wonga) pigeon and 
bread sauce,     
 

A number of nations have issued commemorative 
stamps, including Australia, at Christmas time, usually 
now at a reduced price. Many people will often use 

these stamps to mail 
Christmas cards, and they 
have been popular with 
philatelists in the past but 
emails and Facebook have 
curtailed the numbers of 
cards being sent.   
 

Left – An Australian 5 
pence purple 1962 
Christmas stamp. 
 

These stamps are regular 
postage stamps, unlike Christmas seals, and are valid 
for postage year-round. They usually go on sale 
sometime between early October and early December, 
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and are printed in considerable quantities. 
 

So what was happening 
in Bathurst - at 
Christmas 1851 Mr. 
Noble’s Lisbon Circus 
had arrived and was 
extensively patronised. 
It was reported 
generally that “the feats 
are all excellent in their 

kind.”  
 

On Christmas Day 1859 it rained constantly all day. 
The Bathurst Free Press reported that many children, 
young and old, grumbled at the weather authorities on 
Sunday morning. Since the great festival was first 
celebrated in Bathurst some two or three score years 
ago by a handful of white men among the now seldom 
seen aborigines, the annual festive celebrations have 
continued. Large and attentive congregations filled the 
various places of worship. There was a Temperance 
picnic at White Rock and other picnics on the banks of 
the Macquarie, and all were very numerously attended. 
One novel entertainment to the Bathurstians was a 
Christmas Pantomime at the Prince of Wales Theatre, 
or as it is now termed, Macgowan’s Lyceum which 
drew together the largest audience probably ever 
witnessed. In 1862 Mr William Chapman was the 
proprietor of the Prince of Wales Theatre, the theatre 
being behind the hotel premises.  

 

The drawing above shows a bush Christmas under 
canvas in 1880. December 1885 saw a musical 
Christmas concert and fundraiser for the Roman 
Catholic Orphanage with the attendance, as usual, was 
very large, all the available space in the School of Arts 
Hall being occupied. The entertainment opened by an 
overture by the Guild Band. It was followed by ‘The 
Artful Dodge,’ in which two lady amateurs and 
Messrs. Duff, E.A. Kenny, J.B. Connell, J. Flynn, I. 
Fleming and Dwyer appeared. The Echo Band closed 
the performance. 
 

At Christmas in 1889 Christmas Day was observed at 
Rockley in the usual manner. Divine service was held 
in the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches, and 

both were well attended. A picnic was held in Mr. 
Souter’s paddock, but was not well patronised, as the 
local harvest no doubt kept a great many away. 
 

For some Christmas Day meant the day they could be 
married. In 1907 a quiet wedding was celebrated on 
Christmas Eve at the residence of Mr. H.C. Slade, 
when his eldest daughter, Eliza Janet was united in the 
bonds of matrimony to her cousin, William Francis 
Slade, eldest son of the late Rev Francis Slade. The 
bride, who looked charming, was prettily attired in 
Swiss muslin, trimmed with valenciennes lace. Miss 
Ida Slade and Mr and Mrs Slade afterwards left by the 
evening mail train for Sydney to spend their 
honeymoon. 
 

In mid-December 1918 with the war over, the children 
of the sailors and soldiers of the Great War were to be 
given a Christmas Tree. A meeting was to be held in 
the Bathurst Town Hall to make arrangements.  
 

On Christmas Day 1936 all unemployed single 
Returned Soldiers from the Great War receive a free 
Christmas dinner at the Diggers’ Club House in 
Rankin Street. The traditional Christmas night band 
recital continued in Machattie Park by the Bathurst 
District Band and promised to be better than ever. A 
fine programme was being arranged by the 
Bandmaster and it disclosed some of the finest items in 
the band’s repertoire had been chosen.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

EDWIN DALTON – EARLY 
SYDNEY  PHOTOGRAPHER 

 
Edwin Dalton, also 
known as Edward, 
was an artist, painter 
and professional 
photographer. Born 
in England he 
developed an 
interest in 
photography quite 
young. He did 
exhibits of paintings 
in London and 
North America 
before sailing out to 
Australia in search 
of gold around 1851 
or 1852. He came 
alone although he 

was already married to Magdalena nee Ross, a 
miniature painter in her own right.  
 

He disembarked in Melbourne and headed to the 
goldfields in Victoria but the fact that he was 
advertising as a portrait painter in August 1853 meant 
he had little success. Before long he travelled up to 
Sydney. To support himself he took collections of 
photographs, as well as doing miniatures and 
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numerous lithographs. He executed various paintings 
as well and held a number of exhibitions.  In 1857 
Dalton advertised himself as “a daguerreotype artist”. 
He pointed out that he was a ‘crayon painter’.  

 
In 1858 Edwin changed the business name to 
“Dalton’s Royal Photographic Portrait Establishment, 
Sydney”, the name being stamped in black on the back 
of his carte de viste portraits. His ‘new’ business was 
located at 400 George Street, having originally been at 
245 George Street. Looking out for an edge Edwin 
decided before long to publicise his ‘crayongraph’, 
telling the public that he finished his images in crayons 
by his own hand. The process required but one sitting 
and could be multiplied to any extent’. 
 

The photo on page 11 is believed to be of Mr. Robert 
Campbell, Jnr, son of Robert and Sophia Campbell, an 
early Sydney merchant. Robert was born on 5th 
October, 1804, in Sydney. It was taken by Edwin as it 
has the photographer’s business name “Dalton’s Royal 
Photographic Portrait Establishment, Sydney” stamped 
on the reverse. It is known that Edwin photographed a 
number of Bathurst citizens who visited his premises 
whilst they were in Sydney and he made at least one 
trip to Bathurst, staying two weeks each time. 

 

By now his ability using French crayons or pastels had 
certainly become his specialty, the latter being pointed 
out to several local newspapers. Having already 

established a rapport with Queen Victoria he sought 
approval to use the Royal Coat of Arms, thus his 
photographic mounts carried this accolade. Edwin had 
given lessons to the young Queen in England and his 
wife was the “Miniature Painter to the Queen”. 
 

Never content to stand still he began to take 
stereoscopic views. One set was of Sydney Harbour 
and the upper Hawkesbury River. His pastel-coloured 
portrait photographs became very well-liked and 
extensively accepted, especially with the rich and 
famous. This allowed him to travel to other colonies. 
After a fire in his premises he moved to 320 George 
Street and set up again. He later sailed to England to 
enter photographs in the 1862 London International 
Exhibition. On his return in 1864 he refurbished his 
Royal Photographic Establishment studios adding 
extra windows to improve the light. By November he 
advertised that he had reduced his prices on carte de 
visites which he would now charge just 2s 6d after the 
initial photo, instead of the usual 5 bob. It seems he 
still yearned for England selling out to Thomas Felton 
who operated the photographic business using the 
Dalton name. Edwin sold his household effects by 
auction and sailed home.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

STONEWARE GIN  BOTTLES 
 

This old tall orangey-brown 
salt-glazed stoneware gin 
bottle with its single finger 
handle is part of the Old 
Government Cottage 
collection.  
 

Gin is distilled from Age 
Malt and other grains, and is 
flavoured with the oil of the 
Juniper berry, the latter 
being obtained from 
Genever, the Swiss capital. 
It was meant for medicinal 
purposes after being 
discovered accidently by a 
Dutch Professor in the mid-
1600s. Being inexpensive to 
make and cheap to buy, it 
quickly gained popularity, 
being sold as a medicine or 
tonic. This way it proved a 

good means to beat sales tax or excise duty, which was 
high on all alcoholic beverages. Gin was thought to 
prolong life and rejuvenate the body after sickness, a 
notion held onto until after the First World War.   
 

It was first distilled by Francisco de la Boe, a Professor 
of Medicine at Leyden University.  Francisco was born 
in 1614 and from an early age he helped his 
grandfather make his home wines and occasionally 
spirits.  Later after studying medicine the professor 
began to do some of his own research. For patients 
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with kidney problems, Francisco was looking for 
something with diuretic attributes. 
 

After much experimentation with various natural 
ingredients such as herbs and berries he decided to try 
a method of his grandfathers.  By combining malt, 
barley and flavoured with numerous additives such as 
the ground roots of various plants, many types of 
leaves, seeds, as well as some flowers, de la Boe tested 
the effects.  He developed several remedies via the still 
though the exact ingredients of most of his mixtures 
are unknown.   
 

Being inexpensive to 
make and costing little it 
quickly gained 
popularity, being sold as 
a medicinal tonic the 
alcoholic beverage saw 
shiploads exported 
around Europe and other 
colonies.  
 

Another popular bottle to 
hold gin from the late 
1600s was the square 
tapered black glass 
bottle. These gin bottles 
were shipped in wooden 
crates holding twelve 

bottles each. These square case gin bottles, with 
slightly tapering sides were blown in a wooden mould.  
The neck was made as short as possible, usually with a 
double thickness of glass. These early glass bottles 
were free blown and have pontil marks on their base.  
They are often known as case bottles or case gins. One 
can still find examples of these bottles with their saggy 
sides on the Turon goldfields. 
 

Initially the pottery bottles were used, with the black 
glass containers petering out, to have the tall stoneware 
bottles used again.   
  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

FOOT  OPERATED  FIRE  BELLOWS 
 

These old peddle bellows or iron foot pedal pump was 
a device constructed to furnish a strong blast of air to 
keep a fire going in the family kitchen or lounge room. 
It is in the Society’s collection in Old Government 
Cottage for all to see. A hand operated bellows also 
hangs beside the fireplace. Most bellows made in the 
1700s were originally made of ox hide.  
 

The simplest types of bellows consisted of a flexible 
leather bag comprising a pair of rigid boards with 
handles joined by flexible leather sides enclosing an 
almost airtight cavity which was expanded and 
contracted by operating the handles. The units were 
fitted with a valve allowing air to fill the cavity when 
expanded, and with an outlet through which the air was 
forced out when the cavity was compressed.  
 

The peddle bellows unit has a very robust iron 
framework that the unit is attached to. The peddle 
could be operated by one’s toe or heel. 
 

A spring returns the bellows to its ‘open’ state. There 
is a spigot on which the rubber tube, some six feet in 
length, is attached and was fitted to a nozzle. The 
nozzle was made of metal to concentrate the flow of 
air even more from the bellows and was resistant to the 
heat of the fire. 

 
This type of foot operated bellows were also used in 
the Jewellery trade, by workers brazing pins onto 
badges and the like. 
 

Double-acting piston type bellows have been 
commonly used by blacksmiths in and around 
Bathurst. They gave a more constant, and stronger, 
blast of air to the furnace fire.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

THE TURON MURDER 
 

In early May 1852 intelligence had reached Bathurst of 
the apprehension of Francis Thomas Green, the 
supposed murderer of Jones, whose body was found in 
a water-hole by a black-fellow, a few miles beyond 
Monk’s Hill, in the early part of March. The 
particulars, which may be relied on, are, that a 
Sergeant Cooke, of the mounted police, who had, for 
some length of time been upon Green’s track, 
succeeded in ferreting him out at the Braidwood 
diggings, a few days ago. When apprehended, he gave 
his name as Brown, and stated that he had been about a 
month at Bell’s Creek, having a short time previously 
arrived from the Turon, whence, in his own words, he 
was obliged to flee on account of a sly-grog racket. No 
money was found on his person, but numerous pieces 
of paper, evidently letters torn up, were taken from one 
of his pockets, and so much care had been used in the 
tearing that it was found almost impossible to arrange 
them. Great tact and perseverance are ascribed to 
Sergeant Cooke in the praiseworthy task he had 
undertaken, and accomplished.    



 14 

WANTED! 
 

The Society needs some volunteers for the following 
projects: 
 

 Our Archivists need some help recording and 
scanning documents in the Archives.  This 
exciting task will be done in the Museum on 
designated days, training will be provided and 
will be fully supervised by the Archivists.  
This will be a long term task as there are a lot 
of documents to be done! 

 

 The Society has a large collection of reference 
books that need cataloguing. We have 
purchased a library catalogue database which 
is very easy to use.  This task can be done at 
any time and will be unsupervised.  Again, 
training will be provided 
 

 The Society keeps a record of the number of 
visitors to the Museum for statistical purposes.  
It is also useful information in grant 
applications.  We need someone to put that 
information into a spreadsheet.  You will be 
able to design your own system and it is work 
that can be done either in the Museum or at 
home. 

 

If you think you would like to be part of these projects 
that will greatly assist the Society and allow our rich 
resources to be shared with Society members and the 
wider community, please get in touch with Samantha 
Friend on info@bathursthistory.org.au 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

DID  YOU  KNOW 
 

● Written applications for the positions of senior and 
junior female clerks at the Munitions Factory at 
Bathurst were taken from January 1941.  Applicants 
were to send their applications to the Manager of the 
Small Arms Factory at Lithgow. 
 

● A number of miners on strike in December 1856 on 
the Turon had a number of sympathisers as was 
evidenced by the amount collected to aid those who 
have thrown themselves out of employment in their 
battle against the influx of Chinamen. The sympathy is 
hardly more than lukewarm, and the response seems to 
have come from their pockets rather than from their 
heads, for at the recent meetings convened for the 
purpose of invoking public opinion on the subject, the 
attendance was not numerous, and the reception of the 
delegates was more marked by indifference than zeal. 
 

● In mid May 1945 dances were common of a 
Saturday night even during the war. The usual old time 
dance was being held in the Railway Institute in 
Bentinck Street at night. Toohey’s orchestra was to 
supply the music and a good night’s entertainment was 

assured. A gala football dance was held in the Bathurst 
Hall by Waratahs and St. Pat’s clubs. Bathurstians 
were told to follow the crowd to the best hall in town, 
supper would be served. Stan Jones’ orchestra was 
playing at the Masonic Hall with 50-50 dancing with 
another heat and the final of the waltz competition. 
 

● In October 1916 Mr. Joseph Doig, who, for some 
years, has been stationmaster at Eskbank at Lithgow, 
was been promoted to the high position of 
stationmaster at Central Railway Station, in Sydney. 
Mr. Richardson, who has held the position for some 
years had retired owing to having reached the age 
limit. Mr. Doig was a native of Bathurst and the 
youngest son of the late Mr. Doig, who was for many 
years had been a leading wander in the gaol 
 

● On 15th August 1912 a ratepayer informed the 
National Advocate that there wasn’t one street lamp 
alight, a few nights ago, from George Street to the 
Hospital, in Howick Street. If this was so, and we have 
no reason to disbelieve our informant, it displays a 
state of carelessness and calls for immediate attention 
by Council. 
 

● Mushrooms were plentiful around the Bathurst 
district in January 1939, so much so they were even 
hard to give away. The late rain would increase the 
mushroom crop again around Bathurst. 
 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au  

Facebook link: 

https://www.facebook.com/BathurstHistory 
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor -  


