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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

The year is proving to be quite busy with the Autumn 
Colours Festival that went from the beginning of 
March through until the end of May and the Bathurst 
Artisan Trades Trail. It was a shame that the Bathurst 
Regional Council dropped the ball with their lack of 
usual promotion and a printed programme which saw 
numbers down on many of the events compared to 
overbooked as in other years. Maybe they will fix it up 
for next year.   
 

Remember that the Bathurst District Historical 
Society’s 70th Anniversary Dinner will take place on 
1st July (Saturday) at historic Abercrombie House at 
6.30pm. Cost is $55. Christopher and Xanthe will be 
our hosts for the evening. There will be a couple of 
speakers and a short slide presentation.  
 

Book and pay at the front desk at the Museum for the 
dinner. It is BYO. 

 

Above – the Bathurst District Historical Society’s 

museum in the old Webb building.  
 

A reminder that Old Government Cottage is open each 
Sunday from 12 noon until 4pm. If you haven’t seen 
the interpretive display at 16 Stanley Street you should 
make time to call in. Why not bring some friends 
down. The cottage can also be opened out of hours for 
prearranged groups such as the Charles Sturt 
University students in next column.  
 

The majority of the colonial artefacts there have been 
identified with as much information as we know. The 
underground cellar, built by the Ford family, can now 
be seen by visitors and the volunteers can explain how 
it worked and the types of vegetables that would have 

been stored in it. Cellars were more common in the 
early days as there was no refrigeration. They were 
used in the cold winter months and stored vegetables 
such as carrots, turnips, parsnips, cabbages, celery, 
potatoes, and other crops for later use. It has a 
ventilation window that helped regulate the 
temperature and allow any gases to escape.  

 

Sam Malloy, Sessional Academic at the School of 
Humanities & Social Sciences at Charles Sturt 
University with his C.S.U. Colonial Australia students. 
The students visited Old Government Cottage in 
Stanley Street in March. 

 

It was a most successful weekend at Sofala recently. 
Jeff McSpedden was off to the diggings at the 
Rebellion on the Turon at Sofala pushing his barrow to 
“make his fortune”. All the re-enactors looked the part 
on the day with the Gold Commissioner making the 
‘miners’ pay for their miner’s licence. There were 
some interesting historical gold mining displays in the 
Sofala Hall.  



 2 
The Theo Barker Memorial Lecture will take place on 
Friday 18th August in the Bathurst Memorial 
Entertainment Centre in William Street. It will be a 
different format to earlier years.    
 

Remember the Theo Barker Memorial Lecture will be 
commencing at 6pm on Friday 18th August. Rachael 
Coopes’ topic is “The Ghosts of the Past are Very 
Present in Bathurst”. This will be an entertaining 
evening with a young lady who has a deep passion for 
research-heavy projects, just like Theo Barker. See 
more details in the next page.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

The Museum recently received an email – “Hi, My 

family and I recently visited your museum on a trip to 

Bathurst and surrounds. My husband and our two 

sons, aged 8 and 6, were very impressed, we visited on 

Wednesday 19th April. There was a lovely lady at the 

museum (I’m sorry I have forgotten her name) she was 

fantastic, she gave our boys a sheet of paper to find 

objects in the museum (a history hunt). This really got 

them interested in the objects and the history of the 

area. She had lots of great stories and personal 

anecdotes that really enhanced our visit. We just 

wanted to say thank you and that our visit there was a 

highlight of our trip.  Kind Regards, Rebecca, Lex, 

Jake and Joshua  
 

That kind of feedback is wonderful and the Front Desk 
volunteers should be congratulated for providing such 
a great service.  Well Done! 
 

There are a number of people on the sick list at the 
moment, and we recently lost John Williams, one of 
our long serving volunteers who passed away in 
February.  Our thoughts are with everyone suffering 
loss or illness. 
 

There has been a spate of lawlessness in town recently.  
You may have read in the Advocate of the damage 
done to the Fossil Museum; at the same time, some 
creeps making their way along Courthouse Lane 
decided they wanted to smash something so they 
busted a downstairs window.  Luckily, it was the 
1970’s patterned glass, not the 1880’s original stuff!    
 

In the same week, Meryl Kohlhoff, one of our 
wonderful volunteers was sitting at the Front Desk of 
the Museum when two young boys came into the 
Museum, and while one distracted Meryl away from 
the Desk, the other one dipped into her handbag and 
took her purse containing nearly $200.  The police are 
involved and we hope that the CCTV in the Museum 
will be able to identify the miscreants.    
 

Some recent visitors to the Museum were asking 
whether there was a book about the Migrant Camp.  It 
turns out that the lady was 4 years old when she and 

her family came to Australia in 1950 on board a troop 
ship and were transferred to Bathurst.  She remembers 
that the camp threw a Christmas party for all the 
children but she didn’t want to go as everyone had 
their faces painted and she was frightened of all the 
scary faces! The visitors to the Museum have 
wonderful stories to tell about their lives and their 
experiences – it’s always delightful to talk to them and 
hear their tales. 
 

Recently the Society applied for some funding to have 
a significance assessment done on all the photographs 
in the collection.  This means that the photographs will 
be looked at by a professional Museum assessor who 
will make a judgement on the importance of the 
photographs in the collection.   
 

A brief look at some 
of the glass plate 
negatives has 
determined that some 
of the collection is of 
national significance.  
This means that our 
collection of 
photographs is as important as that of the National 
Library in Canberra.  We should be very proud that the 
Society is on the same footing as an institution such as 
the NLA, and in time, we hope that all the photographs 
will be scanned and available to view on line.   
 

Sue Jones, one of our 
undefeatable volunteers 
both here and at Chifley 
Home, has offered to 
catalogue and research 
all the pictures and 
paintings hanging in the 
Museum.  This will be a 
great job as some of 
them are very important.  
There is a wonderful big 
portrait of Dr. Busby, 
some beautiful 

illuminated addresses, some very poignant photos of 
young men going off to war and a very formal portrait 
of Queen Victoria. To have all these pictures 
catalogued will be a great job and will mean that they 
can be properly captioned for all visitors to enjoy. 
(Above painting P.J. Moodie.) 
 

Autumn Colours was disappointing this year despite 
all the hard work put in by the Family History Group 
and to a lesser extent the Historical Society.  It kicked 
off with a bit of a whimper rather than the bang we 
have had in the past, and didn’t really pick up.  This 
was due, in no small part, to the council’s decision to 
put the whole event on line and do away with the 
printed program.   I know this was a very contentious 
issue with a large part of the community; and we 
fielded complaints at the front desk for most of the 
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three months.  Bookings for all events were way down, 
which is a pity, as so many people really enjoy what’s 
going on but were not computer literate or don’t have 
on line access.   I don’t know what the solution is, but I 
do hope we can work together to keep this terrific 
community event alive.   
 

The Show and Tell Muster on 16th April was very 
interesting.  I took the Darwin letter that belongs to the 
Society, and a number of other members took some 
objects from their collections to share with the group.  
At the next muster, Andrew Fletcher spoke about 
Australian Army nurses from Bathurst who served in 
the First War.  He has done a lot of research into these 
wonderful women and his talk was really interesting.   
I cannot recommend the Musters highly enough.  They 
are a great way of finding out more about our history 
and heritage.   

 
Above - Ginger, James and Jock with Army Nurse 

Andrews in England during World War One.  

 

There is a terrific program organised for the rest of the 
year (see further in the newsletter) and I encourage you 
all to take part.  It’s a great evening out. 
 

The Committee has decided that the Society needs a 
Strategic Plan going into the future.  A Strategic Plan 
will enable the Society to be more successful in grant 
applications, to present a more professional face to the 
industry, and to better plan for the future.  To that end, 
we have engaged a consultant (who is happy to give 
his time gratis) who ran the first Strategic Planning 
Workshop in March.  The participants worked hard 
and fast and have come up with a Vision and Mission 
Statement for the Society which will be published here 
in the newsletter once they have been finalised.  There 
was a lot of discussion about the purpose of the 
Society and the Museum, the future and how we can 
achieve the best outcomes, and how we can best serve 
Society members and the wider community.  I think 
we have come up with some good results.   You as 
members and stakeholders of the Society will have an 
opportunity to comment on all policies as they become 
available.                                                      Samantha 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held at 
the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

15th June (Thursday) – Muster – Chris Stewart 
speaking about “Dear Betty, don’t fence me in.” - a 
year in detail from a Grazcos Diary. 
 

1st July (Saturday) for the Bathurst District 
Historical Society’s 70th Anniversary Dinner to take 
place at Abercrombie House at 6.30pm. Cost is $55. 
Book and pay at the front desk at the Museum. BYO. 
Dress: Smart casual. Limited bookings. No 
cancellation on your booking 2 weeks from event 
unless we are able to resell it.  

 

Above – A Bathurst District Historical Society tour in 

1992 of the second Webb store in Keppel Street. 
 

20th July (Thursday) – Muster – David Bullock - 
“Mill Town, the Railways, the flour mills, homes & 
business, the people who lived and worked in this 
historic part of Bathurst” 
 

17th Aug (Thursday) - Annual General Meeting to 
be held in the Museum in Russel Street commencing at 
7.30pm.    
 

18th August (Friday) - Theo 
Barker Memorial Lecture 
commencing at 6pm - Rachael 
Coopes (right) “The Ghosts of 
the Past are Very Present in 
Bathurst”.  With a deep 
passion for research-heavy 
projects, a desire to create 
theatre for young people, and a 
fascination with how 
Australia's past informs its 
present, Rachael Coopes delves into the complex 
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process of merging history with imagination. She 
discusses the challenges and joys of using “true” (as 
true as they ever are) historical stories to inspire 
writing for theatre - after all, history is just “his” story. 
And how to discover that tiny piece of gold in 
mountains of research that allows a story develop that 
entertains, engages and starts a dialogue with young 
people.  
 

NOTE - The evening will be held in the Bathurst 
Memorial Entertainment Centre in William Street. 
 

21st September 
(Thursday) – Muster - 
Geoff Hook “The 
McPhillamy family 
story.... exploring the 
lives and times of an 
early Bathurst pioneering 
family, hear about 
locations and places 
linked to the McPhillamy 
history in the Bathurst 
region.” - as told by a 
great, great, great 
grandson. (Photo - 
Walter J. McPhillamy, 

left, a Mayor of Bathurst and who donated land on 
Mount Panorama to Bathurst.) 
  

19th October (Thursday) – Muster - Chris Stewart – 
“Hurdles, Pitfalls and Occasional Successes - when 
researching ....  A personal insight” 

 

 16th November (Thursday) – 
Muster – Andrew Fletcher - 
“World War 1 – Bathurst’s 
Contribution to the Great War” Part 
3. Andrew will look at the Awards 
and Decorations won by our 
volunteers, with some interesting 
individual local stories.  
 

7th December - (Thursday) – 
BDHS Annual Christmas Party at the Museum in 
Russell Street commencing from 5.00pm. Please come 
along, bring your family and any guests. Also please 
bring a plate of the usual Christmas goodies. Please 
RSVP to the front desk on 63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
by 1st December, 2017, to assist with organising. 
  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
 

FIRST  AUTUMN  COLOURS  EVENT 
 

“Take a walking tour of the Jordan Creek area of 
Russell and Rankin Streets, focussing on the lives of 
those who worked and lived there between 1840 and 
1980. Hear about broom and pizza making, band 
playing, general stores, inns and architecture.” 
 

An enthusiastic group enjoyed their outing and hearing 
about Bathurst’s history. Many people are keen to hear 

about how Bathurst has changed over the many years. 
See below.  

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 

 

society  

MEMBERSHIP 

RENEWAL 

TIME 

2016 - 2017 
 

Membership renewals are due on 30th June and 
payable on or before 31st July each year. To renew 
your membership you need to complete the 
accompanying renewal form and return it to the 
Society, together with your subscription. This form 
must be submitted with your subscription as it is used 
to check that the Membership Register contains your 
correct name, address, phone numbers, email and 
membership details. 
 

If you have already paid in the last couple of months, 
please ignore the reminder.  
 

A Membership Renewal Form is 
included for your convenience. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
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GATES  MYSTERY  SOLVED 

 

At the February 2017 Muster, John Judge gave a talk 
on the history of the Bathurst School of Arts. 
 

During that talk, he mentioned a pair of wrought iron 
gates that were removed from the William Street 
breezeway exit from the Civic Theatre in 1954 and 
offered to Council on 13th May as reported in the 
National Advocate. 
 

He then asked the Muster if anyone could shed a light 
on where those gates could be now. In April 2017 
Graeme Hill referred John to Spencer Harvey’s 2006 
book “The Story of Machattie Park and the people who 
worked there” 
 

In that book Spencer refers to a discussion with Lloyd 
Went, where Lloyd speaks of gates he had constructed 
on the corner of Keppel and George Streets using 
wrought iron gates from the School of Arts. The gates 
were from the Laycock Foundry which had operated in 
Seymour Street.  
 

The gates in situ into Machattie Park at the corner of 
George and Keppel Streets.  

 
A plaque on the gates state “Alfred Andrew Patterson 
Machattie Park His Design His Memorial.” A.A. 
Patterson was the head gardener of Machattie Park 
from 3rd April 1890 to 2nd March 1907, after which 
he joined the staff of the Turon Shire Council as an 
engineer.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
  

TELEGRAPHIC  CHESS 
 

Chess was alive and well in 
Bathurst with the Bathurst 
Draughts and Chess Club, 
which met regularly to play at 
the School of Arts in William 
Street. After all King George 
III (left) and his later family 
were keen players of the 
game.  
 

Chess is an old game going 
back almost 1500 years. The 
pastime originated in northern 
India or China and spread to 
Persia. When the Arabs 

conquered Persia, chess was taken up by the Muslim 
world and subsequently, through the Moorish conquest 
of Spain, spread to Southern Europe and later to 
Britain. 
 
It seems that the first Bathurst Draughts and Chess 
Club was operating in September 1887 as results 
appeared in the Bathurst Free Press. It noted that the 
following was the result of the first round in the 
tournament running at the time, in which four games 
had to be played by each pair. Results were - Draughts 
- 1st Division. C. Joseph played V. Smith and won 
three consecutive games. A. Page played R. Stevenson 
and won three consecutive games. G. McKenzie 
played W. Young, and each player won two games, the 
latter forfeiting. In the match between A. Gartrell and 
T. Smith the latter forfeited, and J. Drossier was 
declared winner by default of W.H. Gartrell to play, he 
being sick. D. Gow stands among the winners, having 
drawn a ‘bye.’  
 
Draughts - 2nd Division. H. McFayden played J. 
Slocombe and won three successive games. J. Wallace 
played J. Hemsworth and won three games to 
Hemsworth’s two. C. White played W. Peate and won 
three successive games. J.L. Alexander played W.A. 
Cooke, won two games, and lost one, one game being 
a draw. W. Johnson won three successive games from 
F. Smith. A. Emelines won three games from R.R.  
Ewin. 
 
Chess - H. Boyd played J. L. Alexander and won three 
games, losing two. T. Smith played C. White and won 
three games, losing one. A. Gartrell retired in favour of 
T. Smith. H. McFayden played J. Slocombe one game, 
and the latter forfeited. R.R. Ewen stands among the 
winners, having drawn a ‘bye’.  
 
Generally games were played on a Saturday night, the 
draw for opponents in the second round was made with 
the following result: - Draughts - 1st Division. A. 
Gartrell plays G. McKenzie, D. Gow plays C. Joseph, 
and A. Page plays J. Gressier. For the Consolation 
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Prize - W.H. Gartrell plays R. Stevenson, W. Smith 
plays T. Smith and W.W. Young, had a bye. 2nd 
Division - A. Emelines plays C. White, H. McFayden 
plays J. Wallace, and W. Johnson plays J.L. 
Alexander. For the Consolation Prize - J. Slocombe 
plays W. Cooke, J. Hemsworth plays T. White and W. 
Peate plays R.R. Ewen. The results from the chess 
were - F. H. Boyd plays R.R, Ewen, H. McFayden 
plays T. Smith and F. Smith had a bye.  
 
For the Consolation Prize which was given by Mr. T. 
Smith, Mr. A. Gartrell had to play J.L. Alexander, with 
C. White playing J. Slocombe. It was also resolved that 
the players in the second round must finish their games 
by 1st October. 
 
It seems that the club’s enthusiasm waned somewhat 
until the mid-1890s. So what made chess playing more 
exciting in Bathurst at the later time? It seems that 
members found that by playing chess with the use of 
the telegraphic service they could test their skills with 
places such as Broken Hill and Sydney.  

 
The photo (above) is of the Bathurst Draughts and 
Chess Club team who played in the Broken Hill Chess 
Competition on 28th June, 1897, though all names are 
not known we do know that standing – from left - ?, 
Charles White – Bathurst Free Press newspaper, ?, ?, 
Mr. Wright, ?, Mr. Josephs.  Sitting – Norman Kite, 
Rev F. Tracey (All Saints College), Harold Kite, Mr. 
Palmer (Newsagent in Keppel Street) and Rev. G.S. 
Oakes.   
 
Previously the Draughts and Chess Club had in May 
1896 been revived in Bathurst, and in order to foster 
and encourage it, and at the same time popularise the 
institution, the School of Arts Committee had decided 
to again form a club. They have placed at the disposal 
of the club the commodious committee-room, which 
joins the reading-room. A meeting of those favourable 
to the movement were instructed to attend a meeting, 
at which there was no doubt a flourishing club would 
be formed. There were in Bathurst some players equal 
to any amateurs in the colony and if they combined 
with beginners there would be no difficulty in the near 
future, of entering upon a tournament with some 

metropolitan players.  

 
The Bathurst Free Press then reported just over a year 
later, on 23rd June, 1897, that a telegraphic chess 
match had been played the previous day between 
Bathurst and Broken Hill. It had turned out 
disastrously for the local players, the chessmen of the 
Silver City being ‘one too many’ for them.  
 
There were eleven boards, the players being, matched 
as follow: N. Kite v. Hart, Rev. F. Tracey v. 
Christenson, B. Trathen v. Galway, H. Campbell v. 
Gallagher. O. Joseph v. Russell. W. Maynard v. 
Marjoram, R. Houston v. Kooner, Dr. W.F. Bassett v. 
Leslie, Charles White v. Gibson, Rev. G.S. Oakes v. 
Greenslade, G. Russell v. Pengel. 
 
At board 5 Mr. Joseph placed one of his opponents’ 
pieces on the wrong square and at the third move 
abandoned the game, having sacrificed his queen. The 
only game won right out for Bathurst was at Board 2, 
Rev. Tracey beating his opponent after a fierce and 
protracted fight. Mr. Maynard and Mr. Russell drew 
their games at boards 6 and 11, and Messrs. Kite, 
Joseph, Trathen and White were referred for 
adjudication. Mr. W. Wright acted as transmitter for 
Bathurst with his usual efficiency.  
 
Another report in September 1899 under the heading 
“Narrow minded Chemists. - As previously 
announced, the Sydney School of Arts' Chess Club 
recently challenged the Sydney Chess Club to play a 
match of twenty boards or more a side. The Sydney 
Chess Club has declined to play, and in replying to the 
challenge forwarded a copy of the following resolution 
– “That in view of the unfriendly feeling and marked 
discourtesy hitherto displayed by the School of Arts 
Chess Club towards the Sydney Chess Club their 
invitation to play the Sydney Chess Club a friendly 
match be declined.” We understand upon careful 
enquiry that the School of Arts Club disclaims any act 
of discourtesy on its part towards the Sydney Chess 
Club. Its members, in common with many players 
outside both of the Metropolitan Clubs had hoped that 
the Sydney Chess Club would have accepted the 
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challenge, either with a view of removing any 
bitterness of feeling that may exist, or, at any rate, ‘to 
prove over the board that alleged superiority of play by 
which the Sydney Club claims the exclusive right of 
controlling the intercolonial contests. It must be 
obvious to everyone that unless there is some method 
established of bringing metropolitan players into union 
of feeling, it will be impossible to say with truth and 
honour who represents the real chess skill and strength 
of the colony.  
 

The games continued on with more telegraphic chess 
matches being played such as on 13th July, 1901, 
when the following team had been selected to 
represent the Bathurst School of Arts in their        
Telegraphic Chess Match against the Wagga Wagga 
Chess Club that evening: - O.N Kite, P.M. Neal, W.J. 
Allen, T. Bond, O. White, W. Scott, A. Page, S. 
Bonnor, Rev. T. B. Holmes, F. Blomfield, and J. 
Dennis. Play was to start at 8.30pm and players had 
been requested to be in the room by 8.15pm.   

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
  

THE GREAT COMET OF 1880 
 

Referred to as the Great Southern Comet it saw a good 
deal of interest shown by Bathurst residents. It was 
reported as ‘quite amazing’. Those Bathurst families 
who owned a telescope, such as the one below, had a 
better view of the comet.  
 

Observatories south of the equator trained their larger 
telescopes on the heavens once they had initially 
observed it.  The Great Southern Comet could be seen 
with the naked eye from 31st January until mid-
February, 1880, with its visibility limited to the 
southern skies. The first to see it said it was “a bright 
beam of light extending from below the southwestern 
horizon”. The comet was moving eastward away from 
the sun and over the days the comet's head rapidly 
faded, but the tail remained very long. By 19th 
February the comet had faded completely from view.  

 

It wasn’t long before there were those travelling 
around the eastern colonies giving lantern shows on 
the comet. The Sydney Morning Herald ran a story to 
the editor, “Sir, As Mr. Proctor has, in his deservedly 
popular lectures brought the subject of the comet of 

1880 once more before the Australian public, and in 
doing so has also kindly noticed my recent paper read 
before the Royal Society, may I ask you to allow me to 
make the following remarks. In the paper referred to I 
quoted all the determinations of the orbit that had then 
reached the colony, and expressed the hope that my 
own elements deduced from the Melbourne 
observations might be found to be a closer 
approximation to the truth than any of them.” It was 
signed by JOHN TEBBUTT - Windsor Observatory, 
August 27, 1880. 

 

Telegrams were received from the Government 
Astronomer, Mr. C. Todd, C.M.G. who sent several 
reports, one of which stated, “A very interesting 
phenomenon was observed in the sky by many persons 
here last night. A narrow beam of pale whitish light 
about 40° high remained stationary in the south-
western sky until about 9 pm., when it gradually faded 
away.” 
 

A correspondent from Leura wrote, “peculiar narrow 
streak of light observed last night in the sky to the 
south of west, reaching from the horizon to an angle of 
about 30 degrees, very much resembling the reflected 
light of a comet; the broadest and most luminous part 
nearest horizon.” Some called it “a ball of fire”.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
 

WASHING  MACHINE  TABLE 
 

Mrs. Thomas Lang of 52 Elizabeth Street in 
Melbourne patented (number 53) her ‘Economical 
domestic washing table’ in 1873. She claimed it 
combined cheapness, ease of working, saving of soap 
and other materials of washing, saving of the clothes 
and articles washed and only requiring cold water to be 
used. The washing table sat on timber trestles which 
could be purchased separately by the customer. The 
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washing table was sold at £1 7s 6d.  

 

Mrs Lang also exhibited her invention at the Victorian 
Exhibition held in the Great Exhibition Hall in 
Melbourne (above).  She advised it was ideal for 
washing and bleaching linen and woollen clothing 
should be pinned on paper.  She also advised that 
camphor should be used afterwards for woollen 
clothing and furs to protect them from the moths or 
other bugs.  
 

Besides home-made soap there were the ever 
increasing commercial brands that could be purchased 
from the general store to use with Mrs. Lang’s 
invention. The popular Sunlight Soap, guaranteed pure 
and genuine, Higgins’ German Laundry Soap, 
Dunham’s Concentrated Laundry Soap, Armour’s 
Laundry Soap, Gossages’ dry Laundry Soap, Jas. S. 
Kirk & Co.’s “Queen of the Laundry Soap”, Titan 
Soap for clothes washing, Puritan Soap, Galvanic Soap 
blocks, Hodgson & Simpson’s “Soapy Simpsons 
Soap” and Procter & Gamble’s Laundry Soap, to name 
a few.   

Webb and Company did carry this ‘laundry washer’ 
for a short time selling them at a guinea each - £1. 1s. 
each. I would say that washing was still hard work 
even with this invention.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
  

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

● At Hill End in June 1909, a unique wedding 
ceremony took place when three daughters of Mr. John 
Ross were united in the bonds of holy matrimony on 
Wednesday. The three girls were triplets, and, as they 
left the Church, they departed for their several homes 
in Cowra, Forbes and Mudgee.  
 

● The Big Oakey Creek Gold Mine at Wattle Flat was 
worked from the 1880s until the recession closed it 
down although several local miners did more 
‘prospecting’ later. In the 1900s gold from this mine 
was being sold to the Royal Mint in Sydney to mint 
into gold half sovereigns and sovereigns. Remains of 
mining equipment still remain in its steep location.  
 

● The Queenslander Mine located at nearby Wattle 
Flat was named after an association with Thomas 
Morgan of Mount Morgan Gold Mine fame in 
Queensland.  
 

● The Bathurst Times reported that in March 1913 
Alderman Ennis was particularly severe upon the 
defective lighting of the streets. He moved the matter 
be referred to the Council’s Lighting Committee for its 
consideration. Alderman Ennis said that he had seen 
lamplighters deliberately pass a lamp and not light it. 
He had arrived in Bathurst by mail train on Sunday 
night last and noticed that several of the lamps were 
unlit. About 30 passengers got off the train with only 
one bus at the station when they arrived. In view of 
this, some passengers, some of them strangers perhaps, 
were compelled to find their way through the dark 
streets of Bathurst.  

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


