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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Salutations to one and all. I would like to wish you all
a very healthy, safe and happy New Year, so welcome
to 2020. This is our Member’s Newsletter issue
number 121. Already we have an exciting Society
Monthly Musters and Activities programme, including
Autumn Colours, so be sure to study it.
We are all aware of the ever increasing smoke of late
that towards Christmas saw a number of fires flare up
at Lithgow, Katoomba, Blackheath and in the Grose
Valley. Then towards New Year the ferocious and
catastrophic blazes on the south coast and into
Victoria. Ernst Holland, Greg Ingersole and Andrew
Fletcher (SES), and I’m sure there are more, have been
away for weeks in some cases. Ernst Holland has been
loading the water bombing planes and helicopters
whilst others fight the fires in the most uncomfortably
hot conditions. Our members certainly appreciate the
work of the Rural Fire Service, SES, Police, Australian
Army and RAAF and the thousands of others involved,
including those providing refreshment to feed the men
and women on the fire fronts or fill hampers for those
residents in the region. Logistics are paramount.
Some days there are over 125 fires in New South
Wales alone, many out of control. The situation is so
volatile that it’s changing at every TV broadcast. The
fires are certainly bringing out the good and the bad in
people. The Rural Fire Service is currently the world’s
largest volunteer fire service and many people
wouldn’t have their homes without them.
Our annual volunteer’s lunch took place on Thursday
10th October at the Bathurst Golf Club. It was a great
chance to catch up with other volunteers as well as
marking Merryll Hope’s recent Life Membership
awarded by the Society. A most enjoyable time was
had by all with twenty one volunteers in attendance.
The crowd appreciated the newsy input from Samantha
Friend on the Collections Facility and Kim BagotHiller spoke on the Archive Project. Besides front desk
and school group volunteers, three Old Government
Cottage volunteers attended and two life members Bill
Deeley and Merryll Hope.
The Town Square Group subcommittee of the Bathurst
District Historical Society celebrated the group’s 10th
Anniversary on Wednesday 11th December, 2019, and
held their Christmas Party.
Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletter Editor

January – March 2020
Free to Members of the Society

SPECIAL MESSAGE
TO MEMBERS
The Bathurst District Historical Society is currently
seeking to fill two vacant voluntary places on the
management committee. The committee meets eleven
times a year usually on the first Friday evening of the
month upstairs at the historical Museum, Russell
Street.
You would be joining an existing team of nine
committee members responsible for various roles,
projects or work teams based on their skill sets and
experience. However, these roles or project
responsibilities can be varied at times.
We are searching for two people who can bring
complementary skills and experience to the team who
work together to further the objectives of the Society.
Desirable attributes - Committee members should be
(but not limited to):
•
•

•
•

•
•

Able to contribute to and work in a team
Willing to commit to the Society with usual
discretion and loyalty regarding Society’s
affairs
Valuing of the development of good
relationships internally and externally
Available to take part in one-off events and
activities such as working bees and assisting at
key events
Prepared to read papers/reports prior to
meetings
Able to take an active role in committee work
re time, availability, problem solving

Desirable Skills and Experience
•
•
•
•

•

Some computer literacy
Good communication skills
Good organizational skills
Skills from within any of the following areas –
event organization, publicity and promotion,
PR
and
media,
IT,
finance,
submissions/grant/news writing would be an
asset.
Any alternate skills/experiences you deem
relevant to the functions of an historical
society.

Applicable resource references available
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• BDHS website – for Society Objectives
http://www.bathursthistory.org.au/
• Historical Museum front desk – to view
Constitution folder and folder of past
Committee Minutes
For more information, contact Samantha Friend,
Current President or send your Expression of Interest
(EOI) to info@bathursthistory.org.au
Please have expressions of interest in by 31st
January, 2020.
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
2019 was a busy year for the Society and the Museum,
with lots of events. January bought Museum Selfie
Day and more than 100 people came into the Museum
to have a look and take a selfie. February is the
Twilight Picnic which is always a wonderful evening.
The Trades Trail went to the Easter Show in April –
again lots of people looking at the heritage trades and
asking questions. A very successful exhibition was
held on the Great War in the Anglican Cathedral over
three days with hundreds of visitors coming for a look
at the end of April also added to the busy time.
May, of course, is Trades Trail month and this year’s
was a great success. Over 1,500 people visited four
sites around town to have a look at the heritage trades
– blacksmiths, weavers, printers, luthiers and much
much more. The Museum was closed for all of July
so the refurbishment works could be carried out. I
think you will agree that it looks so much better.
Tablelands Builders did a great job and it has really
made a difference. As a result of the refurbishment,
new office furniture and some more computers were
purchased which has made the volunteers more
comfortable and productive. A lot of junk and rubbish
went to the tip which has made the offices much tidier
and a nicer place to work.
The Theo Barker lecture was held in August, in
collaboration with Bathurst Regional Council and it
was very well attended. Ita Buttrose visited the
Museum in September and was very complimentary
about everything. The Volunteers all got together for
lunch in October which was good fun and great to see
everyone.
The Society now has a
dedicated Archivist who has
been working hard getting our
records into some further order.
Kim Bagot-Hiller has found
some
really
interesting
documents and is planning
some
small
temporary
exhibitions of her new found
material this year. Kim will
also be giving a muster talk on
Thursday 16th July to mark the 75th anniversary of

Ben Chifley becoming Prime Minister and the 85th
anniversary of him entering parliament.
Our Researchers have been busy during last year
taking care of the many queries, and the School Group
Volunteers have also had a busy year with over 500
school children through the Museum.
At the end of 2021, the Society’s collection in storage
will be moving to Council’s new Collections Facility,
but before that, it all has to be catalogued and
photographed, which will be a huge job as there are
hundreds of objects to be done.
Old Government Cottage also had a busy year last year
with school groups, community groups and regular
visitors all enjoying the garden and the museum.
I was away while the
museum refurbishment
was being done. While I
was absent, there was a
team of committee
members and volunteers
who really worked hard
to get everything done.
Every object in the
Museum had to be
packed in a box and put
somewhere safe, all the
furniture had to be
moved, pictures down
off the walls – everything had to go. But then, it all
had to come back again – all the objects back in
cabinets, pictures back on the walls and new furniture
had to be installed. They did a fantastic job and I came
back from overseas to a brand new Museum. Thank
you to those hard working volunteers who made the
refurbishment happen.
Those volunteers who give their time and energy to the
Society, who turn out week after week to help in the
Museum, and those who provide such wonderful
services to both the Society and the community – to
you all, we say thank you very much. There are too
many volunteers to mention but your contribution to
the Society and the Museum is very much appreciated
by the Committee and the members. We also say a big
thank you to the spouses of the volunteers who come
to collect their other halves from the Museum, who
turn out for working bees and who help move stuff
from A to B, those who put up with everything that
goes on and still keeping doing it! Thank you
everyone.
Samantha - President
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

SOCIETY MONTHLY MUSTERS
& ACTIVITIES
Please note that the Monthly Musters are held now
at the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street,
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the
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public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of
having supper afterwards and people are requested
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation
box will be available if you wish to assist with the
costs of renting.
For further information please contact Chris
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.

22nd February – Official Opening of Bathurst Rail
Museum - 126 Havannah Street, Bathurst, in the
historic Railway Institute Building.

2nd February 2020 (Sunday) - Twilight Picnic – at
Edmund Suttor’s Rural Museum at The Rocks.
Edmund has a variety of historical items from rural,
agricultural, domestic and numerous other items. The
objects are many - from bottles to convict bricks, old
cameras to shearing machinery, demi-johns to ginger
beer bottles, and branding items to old wool presses.
Your meal will be provided – BBQ meat and
numerous assorted salads - at a cost of $5 per head.
Head out on the Mitchell Highway towards Orange
and travel approximately 16 kilometres. Watch out
for the balloons on your right. Bring your own
drinks. We need numbers so RSVP at the front desk on
63308455 or email to info@bathursthistory.org.au or
amcrae@lisp.com.au by 29th January 2020, to assist
with catering. If you need a lift book at front desk.

Cancelled - 15th February 2020 - A historic Bus
Tour of Hill End and “History Hill” Museum &
Underground Mine.
19th February – Wednesday - Volunteering Expo
Bathurst 2020 in BMEC from 9am to 12 noon with
over 30 volunteering organisations including the
Bathurst District Historical Society. CWA morning tea
available for small fee. Chair yoga classes, handy
home safety tips class and entertainment galore.

It includes a 20 x 9 metre HO scale model railway
depicting the historic Main Western Railway Line
between Tarana and Bathurst.
7th – 8th March – Saturday and Sunday - Bathurst
Militaria Collectables & Antique Arms Fair at
Bathurst Showgrounds. Open 9am each day, closing at
4.30pm Saturday and 3.30pm Sunday. Admission:
Adults - $10, Family 2a + children under 16 - $18,
children under 16 free but must be under adult
supervision.

There will be lots of significant items on display as
well as interesting historical exhibits, many not having
been shown to the public before. Some unique military
memorabilia will also be seen at the event. Licensed
dealers buying and selling.
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19th March – Thursday – “Machattie Park –
behind the scenes” with Jan Page. From town gaol to
tranquil park, the Machattie Park site holds many
fascinating stories. However, this is not the story of
the making of the park but rather one of rogues,
royalty, tragedy and transformation.

Day, Sunday 16th and Monday 17th August with
opening hours from 9am to 5pm. This is a World War
2 exhibition which will consist of “Snapshots of World
War 2” - 500 enlarged photos of battlefields, training,
home front, etc., and the “Wall of Valour - World War
2 Servicemen and Women with an association with
Bathurst who enlisted and served” with 100 enlarged
photos. There will be some 2,000 military and WW2
memorabilia items from guest exhibitors along with
newsreels from the day. There will be other activities
by the Bathurst RSL Sub Branch and others over the
four days. Pupils and students from local Bathurst and
district schools have been invited. For further details or
book in to participate ASAP contact - Alan McRae 02
63315404 amcrae@lisp.com.au
oooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo

2019 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

23rd April – note the special date - Darrin Treanor
– “Michael and Johanna Treanor - The Grand
Hotel (1891-1897)”. This talk will include Darren’s
links to the Toohey Brewing Family, how The Grand
Hotel came into being and its opening with a few
stories from that time. Darrin has located a family
photo of Michael Treanor taken at the time of the
Grand Hotel being built.

21st May 2020 – Thursday - Andrew Fletcher will
speak on the ‘Bathurst Bad Boys from WW1.’ He
will look at the not so glorious side of military service.
There are many rules and regulations in the military
which for some only means more opportunities to get
in trouble. Australian soldiers had a reputation for
being larrikins who enjoyed a practical joke and
disliked authority or anyone representing authority.
Some found out after they joined they were in the
wrong place and left, others saw a great opportunity to
change the military, others just ignored it because they
were there to do a job and painting rock and saluting
officers wasn’t it.
14th to 17th August - ‘Bathurst Remembers World
War 2 Exhibition 2020’ marking VP Day and 75th
Anniversary of the end of World War Two. The
event will take place in Bathurst Memorial
Entertainment Centre on VP Weekend 2020. It will be
open to public from Friday 14th, Saturday 15th – VP

Despite being quite a warm evening there was a good
crowd at our annual Christmas Party held in the
museum. The day saw about twenty members and
guests unable to come at the last minute unfortunately.
Rob Maclachlan’s famous ‘Christmas Punch’ was
recreated by Mary Fletcher.
Thanks to all those members who brought Christmas
goodies and the committee who organized, set up our
festive party and cleared up.

Jill Jussberg and Chris Stewart appreciated catching up
with the latest news during the evening. John Judge
with David Sherley and Merv Tobin are seen below.
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The court yard was all set up with the new umbrellas
being put to good use outside.

Councilor Graeme Hanger. Graeme spoke about
International Volunteer Day and highlighted the work
of the Society’s volunteers, thanking them for all the
time they put in to contribute to the success of the
society.

Above - John and Karlene Shield and Denis and
Beverley Chamberlain posing for a photo.

Above - Barry Cubitt received a Certificate of
Appreciation for his valuable work of scanning in
photographs and seen here with his wife Lyn. .

Glenda Simpson and Jenner Plomley, both volunteers
in their own right, enjoyed the party.
The
youngest
attendee
at
the
Christmas party was
Jaxon who gave his
approval to all the
festive goodies and
the variety for which
we thank those who
supplied all the hot
and cold food. He
told me he was too
full to eat any tea that
night. He took keen
interest in some of
the items on display
so I’m not quite sure
where he gets his
great curiosity from.
During the evening Alan McRae, BDHS Vice
President, delivered an address from our President
Samantha who had a prior family commitment in
Sydney and was unable to attend. Tim Sargeant had
Life Membership conferred on him in his absence by

Phil Cole, long time 2BS Manager in Bathurst with
Alan McRae, Vice President, cutting our Christmas
cake towards the end of our party. Phil retired several
days later and is staying in Bathurst.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

WORLD WAR TWO ARMED FORCES
POSTAGE STAMPS
The ultramarine coloured three pence Armed Forces
postage stamp on the next page was issued on 15th
July, 1940, and was cancelled at the Bathurst Military
Camp post office on Limekilns Road. It was just one in
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a set of four – a one penny green, two penny red and a
six penny dull brown, along with the three penny
ultramarine. The printers printed 3,078,240 of the three
penny blue stamps.
It was proposed that
Australia should issue a
stamp to commemorate
the departure of the
Australian
Infantry
Force, for overseas.
However, the Australian
Post Office wanted to
issue a set of stamps that
featured the three arms of
the fighting services, as
well as include the
nursing service.
The theme of the design
was inspired by a cover
painting by Mr. Virgil Reilly for the edition of the
Australian Women’s Weekly to be issued on 21st
October, 1939. The publication had given permission
to use the cover picture as a basis for the stamp design.
The cover picture depicted a sailor with webbing
bandoliers and grounded rifle, a soldier with slung rifle
and steel helmet, and an airman in flying kit carrying a
parachute pack. Above the three
was the image of a nurse’s
head.
Right - an Australian three
pence needed to purchase the
stamp above.
The design was prepared by the
Australian Note Printing Branch
in Melbourne and followed the same general theme
though much of the detail was changed. Photographs
of actual servicemen were used and in the final design
all men are standing to attention, the soldier and sailor
with grounded arms. The soldier now wore the familiar
slouch hat and the airmen is no longer wearing a flying
suit. The idea of having trees and city buildings in the
background indicating that the men and women were
from both the country and the city and that they were
playing their parts in the war effort. The politicians
concluded
that
overall,
the
stamp
series
commemorated Australia’s part in the war effort.
Mr. F.D. Manley finished the final design before he
engraved the four sets of stamp plates using copper
sheets. The stamps were recess printed in sheets of 80
on stamp paper with the multiple small crown over
‘COA’ (Commonwealth of Australia). The sheets of
stamps were perforated 14 x 13½.
The Bathurst Post Office in Russell Street (top of next
column) received supplies of the Australian Armed
Forces stamp issues on Friday 5th July, 1940, which
were then held in the post office’s safe until Monday
15th July. Postal staff were greeted with quite a long

line out front when they opened the doors ready for
business. Numbers of Bathurstians wanted to be first to
get the new issue.

Not long after being issued the story went around that
the three men depicted on the stamps had been all
killed in action. It was pointed out that the figures in
the design were not intended to portray any particular
persons but were representative of the resolve and
integrity of the services. As it turned out the three men
who posed for the photographs used in the design by
the Note Printing Branch all survived the war.
The one penny green stamp issue was intended for use
on letters addressed to members of the overseas forces.
Printers issued 61,244,000 of the penny denomination.
These stamps will be on display at the ‘Bathurst
Remembers World War 2 Exhibition 2020’ marking
VP Day and 75th Anniversary of the end of World
War Two. The event will take place in Bathurst
Memorial Entertainment Centre on VP Weekend this
year so put the dates ‘14th to 17th August’ in your
diary.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

GRANDMA’S APRONS
Rarely used these days, aprons were another item that
young girls put in their glory box ready for that special
day. The principal use of Grandma’s apron was to
protect the dress underneath because she only had a
few dresses. It was also because it was easier to wash
aprons than dresses and aprons used less material. But
along with that, it served as a potholder for removing
hot pans from the oven, amongst other things.
It was wonderful for drying children’s tears, and on
occasion was even used for cleaning out dirty ears.
From the chicken coop, the apron was used for
carrying eggs, fussy chicks, and sometimes halfhatched eggs to be finished in the opened warming
oven or next to the stove.
When company came, those aprons were ideal hiding
places for shy kids. And when the weather was cold
Grandma wrapped it around her arms. Those big old
aprons wiped many a perspiring brow, bent over the
hot wood stove. Chips and kindling wood were
brought into the kitchen in that apron.
From the garden, it carried all sorts of vegetables.
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After the peas had been shelled, it carried out the hulls.
In the autumn, the apron was used to bring in apples
that had fallen from the trees. When unexpected
company drove up the road, it was surprising how
much furniture that old apron could dust in a matter of
seconds. When dinner was ready, Grandma walked out
onto the porch, waved her apron, and the men folk
knew it was time to come in from the paddocks or
doing their outside job ready for dinner.
It will be a long time before someone invents
something that will replace that ‘old-time apron’ that
served so many purposes.

Remember when grandma used to set her hot baked
apple pies on the window sill to cool. Her
granddaughters now set theirs on the window sill to
thaw. The younger ones would go crazy now trying to
figure out how many germs were on that apron.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

WASHING, WRINGING & MANGLING
APPARATUS
The most modern piece of equipment for my ladies
laundry in the mid 1800s was the Harper Twelvetree
washing, wringing and mangling apparatus.

flywheels or pinions. The same machine was fitted up
with a wringing and mangling apparatus combined. At
the time the same manufacturer was also selling a
boot-cleaner, cinder-sifter, and a knife cleaning
machine which was manufactured at their Imperial
Works at Bromley-by-Bow.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

In December 1929 the National Advocate published a
list of Mayors of Bathurst (not in order) and their
occupations.
Ald. P.J. Moodie, Mayor of
Bathurst was a chemist, and the
first of that calling to occupy the
Mayoral chair. The first Mayor
of Bathurst was a tanner and
currier, another in the same line
of business was the late
Alderman Francis Halliday.
There was one auctioneer, Ald.
C.W. Croaker. There were six
storekeepers, Aldermen, J.C.
Stranger,
Edmund
Webb,
William Ross, E.T. Webb, and
W.J. Schofield, and Ald. Edward
Gell. Then there was Alderman
James Rutherford, R.L. Gilmour, Francis Havenhand,
W.J. McPhillamy, of independent means.
Only one hotelkeeper occupied the chair, Ald. John De
Clouet, likewise only one bookseller, Ald. A.B. Rae.
There were two cordial manufacturers, Aldermen A.B.
James and William Butler. Two lawyers in the exalted
position, Aldermen T.H. Hellyer and F.B. Kenny.
There were four doctors. Aldermen W.W. Spencer,
W.R. Cortis, T.A. Machattie and W.P. Bassett. One
baker got there, Ald. James Simmons.
Then P.V. Ryan, he was manager of the ‘National
Advocate’, one miller, Ald. Francis Crago. Others
were, Ald. James Cripps, carpenter, Ald. Albert
Hurford, railway employee, Ald. James Walker, and
A.E. Ennis, builders; Ald. Arnold Rigby, plumber;
Ald. Horace C.D. Beavis, photographer; Ald. James
Beddie and Joseph Hitchcock, of the railway
department.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

Imagine wearing a long dress and doing the washing as
these ladies are doing in the 1860s. They can be seen
with the latest invention – a washing machine made by
Harper Twelvetree. It appears to be simple and the
rocking motion was considered easy work. It was
constructed from timber with fluted work for the
purpose of cleansing the clothes in every part. The
cleansing process was accomplished by forcing water
through the fabric by a concussive power, instead of
acting merely on the surface of the clothes. It was
noted that the machine was remarkable for its rigid
simplicity and for its entire absence of any cog-wheels,

SAMUAL CLARKE’S ‘PYRAMID’
FOOD WARMER
From time to time a quaint piece of earthenware
pottery turns up, in this case a pannikin with its curved
lid, from the past. It is a ‘Pyramid’ food warmer
invented and manufactured by Samuel Clarke’s
Pyramid & Fairy Light Company Ltd. It was made
between 1888 and 1900 in their ‘efficient’ factory at
Cricklewood, a district of greater London in England.
For a considerable time Samuel Clarke had his
beautifully laid out display showrooms at 132 Regent
Street in London.
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Clarke’s patent ‘Pyramid’ Nursery Lamps were first
made in the 1860s and were described as “invaluable
in sickness and in health.” The pannikin (below) could
allow warm food to be poured out or drunk without
scum or grease passing through the spout. It also
prevented spilling when being poured into a baby’s
feeding bottle. The nursery lamp and pannikin set in its
varying sizes sold for either 2/6, 3/6, 5/- and 6/-.
Items such as this
were exported to
the
American
market as well as
to Europe. The
name ‘Pyramid’
and
numerous
candle
holding
products
were
patented
by
Samuel Clarke in
England as well as
in
Belgium,
France,
Spain,
Austria, Russia, and to the United States of America.
He had all his varied and numerous trademarks
registered as required.
Clarke was actually a candle manufacturer producing
all various types, including an assortment of tapers.
The pottery and porcelain bases for the candles came
later and before electricity they were very popular for
him. Samuel sold quite a range of impressive table
epergnes and hanging chandeliers also. Queen Victoria
was one of his customers and he noted the fact in some
of his numerous
advertisements,
as well on some
of his products
(right).
His
ceramic
food warmers
could be purchased separately or with a special metal
stand. The white earthenware pannikin with a lid was
made in various sizes such as numbers 1, 2 and 3.
Samuel Clarke advertised his various products a good
deal in newspapers and magazines of the day,
especially from 1885. Clarke even advertised on his
products, see right next column, with “When nights are
dark then think of Clarke who’s hit the mark precisely,
for his night-lights create light nights in which you see
quite nicely.”
This appliance could be used to heat a pint of milk,
keep the food warm, prepare a soft porridge or make a
pap. Any type of bread or flour would be mixed in
with milk and diluted with water to make the pap. The
latter was often used to wean infants off mum’s breast
milk. One could also purchase the Pyramid lamp, food
warmer and a special bed tray that could be clamped
onto a metal bed frame. Samuel claimed that his

product was useful for invalids and he marketed them
to hospitals and infirmaries.
Boiling water was then poured into the metal jug with
the ceramic pannikin placed inside it. The jug was then
replaced onto the metal stand. Stands could be made of
burnished brass, nickel or silver plate, depending on
the price range. A candle or tea-light was then placed
underneath to keep the contents warm. Samuel Clarke
used to say that the different parts stacked up like a
pyramid, thus the name ‘Pyramid’ food warmer.
Samuel Clarke’s Pyramid
and Fairy Light Company
of Cricklewood patented a
glass cup covered with a
dome, and his original
lamps featured a fairy
embossed onto the bottom
- hence the adopted name
‘fairy lamps’ on 14th
December, 1885. Originally, his small candles could
be purchased from the 1850s but were not produced in
large numbers at that time. He later came up with a
candle that had a double rush wick which certainly
gave a superior light. Generally these burnt for nine
hours and were purchased in boxes of eight.
There were no end of testimonials – one lady, a Mrs.
S.E. Phibbs, of Ardfert Abbey, Ardfert in Ireland in
1895 claimed that she found the Pyramid food warmer
most invaluable and kept it going night and day. She
had been ill for fifteen years and now was recovering
her health by taking a little warm food every hour and
a half.
Clarke’s Pyramid night lights were also recommended
to prevent burglaries or break-ins. Samuel advertised
“that housebreakers have the greatest dread of a light
on at night.” The 9 hour burning candles for this unit
cost 8 pence halfpenny per box of eight. A 6 hour burn
candle could be purchased in lots of 12 to a box at a
cost of 9 pence.

One could purchase silk shades to cover the pressed or
blown glass domes on the Clarke’s night lights. One
could also purchase the material required to adapt
other chandeliers and candlesticks to use all the
various sizes of Clarke’s candles. All the metal stands,
ceramic and pottery fairy lamp holders were
manufactured elsewhere for Samuel Clarke.
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Clarke provided a display of fairy lamps at the
Botanical Society’s 1886 Exhibition. On another
occasion he provided a magnificent display of fairy
lamps at Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Fete. In 1893 Clarke
shipped over a special display to be exhibited at the
Chicago World Fair.
By the 1880s Clarke was selling a range of associated
items such as menu holders, mini food warmers, match
box holders, vaporisers and inhalers, as well as an
extended range of epergnes, a type of table
centrepiece, which could be used to hold any type of
food, sweetmeats, desserts or a flower arrangement. A
detailed catalogue was printed by the company for
many years. In 1910 the Price Candle Company
purchased Clarke’s extensive business.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

WILLIAM HETZER, PHOTOGRAPHER,
POPULAR WITH EARLY SETTLERS
When photography was a mystery to the general public
and still very expensive, most citizens relied on
professional
photographers
who
established
themselves in larger towns and cities.
One such photographer
was
German
born
William Hetzer who
arrived in Sydney in
February 1850, opening
a photographic studio
the same year. He set
up at 15 Hunter Street,
taking portraits using
the calotype process,
advertising his calotype
portraits and views. Mr.
Hetzer specialised in paper photography, and was the
only one using the process in the southern colony at
the time.

Before long Hetzer had come to be well-known for his
prints made from the wet-plate (salted paper) collodion
negatives. Hetzer printed out large, for the time, 10 x
12 inch enlargements of his popular prints which he
put on display on a number of occasions. By May 1859
he had a set of sixty which not only had Sydney scenes
but rural and bushland landscapes.
His work was of a standard that some of his
photographic images were shipped to England to
display in the London International Exhibition in 1862.
Then in 1867 he sent images of the monuments of New
South Wales to the Paris Universal Exhibition.
Mr. Hetzer was happy to be amongst artists and
intellectuals which saw him become a prominent
member of Sydney society. He also joined the
Australian Artists Society.
Like many early photographers William had a
fascination with photographing Aboriginals. He took a
series of the Burragorang Aboriginal people in the
Burragorang Valley near Camden.
In the early 1860s he began to take carte de visite
photos which were glued onto a piece of rigid card
measuring about 10 x 6.4 cm. This type of photo
brought down the price of photographs to a more
economical level and could be easily mass produced.

Then he relocated in 1851 to 314 George Street. Later
he purchased special cameras to allow him to take
stereograph views. His logo that he put on the back of
his prints was “W. Hetzer’s Photographic Gallery in
the centre and 287 George Street, Sydney. N.S.W.”,
within a garter.
William was assisted by his wife Thekla, who was one
of the earliest female photographers in the colony of
New South Wales. They placed local business
advertisements stating – “W. Hetzer, Photographic &
stereoscopic artist, 287 George Street, Sydney,
N.S.W.”
William used his stereo-view cameras to take a series
of stereo images of streets and buildings in and around
Sydney. This project was funded by prominent citizens
and businesses who paid a subscription to obtain the
full set of thirty. He had also been approached by the
New South Wales commissioners to illustrate the
progress of the growing colony.

Above - Mrs Roberts, wife of Dr. Roberts who visited
Bathurst in the early 1860s. Her portrait exposure
taken by William Hetzer would have lasted half a
minute and she would have been clamped in position
to stop her from moving during the exposure.
In 1867 Hetzer and Thekla decided to leave New
South Wales and sail back to England. They had their
photographic studios and negatives auctioned off with
the business being purchased by John Degotardi,
senior.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo
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AUSTRALIANA SOCIETY CONFERENCE IN
BATHURST IN APRIL
The Australiana Society, supported by the Bathurst
District Historical Society, will be holding a
conference in Bathurst from Friday 17th to Sunday
19th April, with presentations from well-known local
speakers on such topics as colonial architecture in
Bathurst, the cabinetmakers of Bathurst, buildings in
Bathurst and more. There will also be church and
house visits, featuring All Saints Cathedral, Alloway
Bank and Clifton. Approximate cost of the weekend
will be $200 with morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea
provided.
There will be a dinner and tour of Alloway Bank on
the evening of 17th Friday and a gala dinner and tour
of Abercrombie House on Saturday 18th - these dinner
events will be at an additional cost.
For more information or to book tickets, contact John
Wade
of
the
Australiana
Society
on
johnwade@optusnet.com.au or Samantha Friend of the
Bathurst
District
Historical
Society
on
info@bathursthistory.org.au
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

FROM THE PAST
In the Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal
newspaper in the 1880s was a heading called - ‘Local
and General’. Journalists in their day would write all
the little snippets of information that didn’t warrant a
large story. Some of the following were included in the
issue of 30th December, 1889. They give an insight
into what was taking place at the time.
Vagrancy. - An old man, who gave his name as John
Lyons, aged 80, and who said he arrived in the colony
by the ship ‘Hero’ in 1835, applied to the Bathurst
Bench this morning to be sent to the Benevolent
Asylum. He said he had no means and no friends, and
failing eyesight prevented him from earning a living.
He had come from Burraga, but appeared reticent as to
his previous location. He was formally charged with
vagrancy and remanded for seven days, pending the
arrival of an order for the Parramatta Asylum.
A Fire. - A slight outbreak of fire occurred in Bentinck
Street, on Saturday afternoon. An old shed in the yard
of premises occupied by Mrs. Larkins caught fire in
the roof, it is thought from a spark from a blacksmiths
forge close by. The flumes burned fiercely for a time,
but Captain Butcher was speedily on the spot and lost
no time in bringing water to play upon them with the
result that comparatively little damage was done. The
property belongs to Mr. D. Fitzpatrick.
Child Scalded. - One day last week a child aged about
nine years, son of Mr. Robert Baddan, of Morrissett
Street, was severely scalded. His oldest sister was
carrying a pan, in which was some boiling water, out
into the yard, and the child was coming in an opposite

direction. The lad did not notice his sister and rushed
with considerable force against the vessel, the contents
of which fell over him. Fortunately, the hat he was
wearing saved his face from the water, but his breast,
and lower portions of the body were severely scalded.
Both parents were absent at the time, but the screams
of the little sufferer attracted the attention of some
neighbours who applied some remedies until the
doctor arrived. Dr. Kirkland made all haste to the place
and attended to the lad’s injuries, which unfortunately
are of a very serious nature.
Death by Drowning. - News was received in Bathurst
that Mr. Halloran’s eldest son, Mowbray, had met his
death by drowning. It appears that the lad, who is
about 15 years of age, had gone to spend his Christmas
holidays with his uncle, Mr. Charles S. McPhillamy
near Forbes. He went to the river to bathe on Saturday.
He dived in, but his body never rose to the surface
again. A telegram was sent to his parents on Saturday
evening, but the body had not then been recovered. By
yesterday’s mail train Mr. Halloran, accompanied by
Dr. Machattie, started for Forbes. This morning a
further telegram came to hand indicating that the body
had been recovered and was being brought on to
Bathurst. ‘Mow’ Halloran was a promising youth, and
attended All Saints’ College. He was one of the
foremost in all athletic sports and had won a large
number of prizes, both as a cyclist and in foot racing.
GENERAL INFORMATION
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc.
Museum and Archives:
East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street.
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst NSW 2795
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours)
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au
Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st)
$22 single and $34 family
Corporate rate on request
Once only joining fee of $25
Museum and Bookshop Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm
Archives Hours:
Tuesday 10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm
Subject to volunteers availability.
Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours:
Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.
Information on the Society, as well as
membership application forms, are available at the
front desk during opening hours.
Alan McRae FAIHA, Vice President & Newsletter
Editor

