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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

As this is our October – December issue I will take the 
opportunity to wish one and all a very happy and 
Merry Christmas and a prosperous and safe 2018.  
 

As I finish this newsletter we have just moved into 
spring although the wattle seems to have been out for 
weeks.  
 

We have had a surge of 
funerals during winter 
which seems to happen to 
our older generation. We 
have lost Rick Rutherford, 
Bartholomew Lincoln, 
Lindsay McKellar, Joyce 
Reilly, Frank Paterson and 
Valerie Deeley. Our 
sincere sympathy is 
extended to all the various 
families.  
 

The Society’s Annual 
General Meeting took place on Thursday 18th August 
with no change to positions. Samantha Friend is again 
the forthcoming year’s President, with Alan McRae 
Vice President, Marion Perry is Secretary and Terry 
Hickson is Treasurer. The committee consists of Chris 
Stewart, Jeff McSpedden, Leslie Worthington, Mary 
Fletcher and Julie Liddell.  
 

For those who may be interested the annual Royal 
Australian Historical Society Conference will take 
place at Cowra this year (you may recall they came to 
Bathurst in 2015). The RAHS Conference will take 
place from 28th to the 29th October. See further details 
on page 6.  

For a number of years the Bathurst District Historical 
Society has had a kinship with the Bank of New South 
Wales and then Westpac in that the Society has put 
several displays into the bank’s premise in William 
Street.  
 

On 7th April, 2017, Westpac celebrated their 200th 

Anniversary in the Bathurst Branch. To mark the 
occasion a large Anniversary Cake was cut by Francie 
Morris, (below) and watched by Alecia Duffy, 
Westpac Branch Manager, and Bathurst Mayor 
Graeme Hanger. Francie is 99-years-old and has lived 
all her life in Bathurst.  

 
The Bank of NSW was founded in Sydney in 1817 
with the blessing of Governor Macquarie with the 
Bathurst Branch opening in 1856. A display of 
colonial banking items were on show including Mr. 
Murdock’s pistol he took with him when riding around 
the Sofala goldfields. Mr. Murdock was Bathurst’s 
first branch manager.  

 
The display included items that belonged to bank staff 
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such as a leather chess board suitable for use in a 
coach, scales, manager’s pocket watches, money from 
the colonial days, old bankbooks and glass ashtrays.   

 

Another successful event the Society assisted with was 
the Bathurst Artisan Trades Trail held over two days – 
on the weekend of 13th and 14th May.  

 

Old Government Cottage was the scene for the 
Bathurst Gardener’s Club who had their outdoor setup 
to teach about seed saving, cuttings and propagation, 
as well as pruning demonstrations. Once the public 
purchased their entry ticket they could attend any of 
the ten locations around Bathurst. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Many other trades were showcased including cedar 
restoration and French polishing, Wiradjuri possum 
skin cloak making, woodwork, lace making, 
photographic exhibition, lapidary and hand printing, 
quilting, bead-craft & wirework, candlewicking, textile 
art, crocheting, ethnic and Islamic embroidery and 
weaving and spinning. Hundreds of people took the 
chance to get up close to traditional arts and crafts. 

 

The two-day event encouraged people to visit 10 
different sites across Bathurst as they learnt more 
about traditional crafts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The original ‘Historical Museum’ sign from No 1 
George Street has been located (below). It was used 
some 45 years ago though we don’t know how it 
turned up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When it was last used the admission charges were - 
Adults 30 cents, Juniors 14 – 18 years were 20 cents, 
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children 8 – 13 years were 10 cents and under 8years 
for free. The museum was open every day – Sundays 
to Friday 2 to 5pm, with 2 to 4pm in winter. Saturdays 
it was 10am to 12 noon. The sign was used until 
December 1981 when the Society’s museum was 
moved into the east wing of the Court House.    
 

Member Sue Jones is continuing with the identification 
and cataloguing of all the Society’s paintings, 
illuminated addresses and photos. Sue is a casual at 
Chifley Home and has done a lot of research in her 
own private time. Each painting is being researched as 
well as the artist.    
 

One of our popular outings each year is the Twilight 
Picnic which is the first 
outing in the New Year. Next 
year our Twilight Picnic will 
take place on Sunday 4th 
February, 2018, and will be at 
the historical and restored 
Milltown Police Station. The 
station and lockup was 
designed by the colonial 
architect James Barnet. 
Commenced in 1885, the 
kitchen and two cells were 
constructed by Mr. John 
Dunkley, and the main house 
was built the following year. 
 

 
(Left - Policeman in his smart 
uniform worn in 1904 and 

worn at the Milltown Police Station.)  This local police 
station performed a fundamental role in the 
functioning of the railway and flour milling 
community. Its role as a police station came to an end 
in the 1970s, after which the premises became 
lodgings for high-ranking Bathurst Police officers. 
Finally in 1991 the building was sold with an acre of 
land.  
 

In our last issue, number 111, there was a photo of a 
painting on page 2 which I said was Alan Morse.  In 
fact it was P.J. Moodie, Alan Morse’s father-in-law. 
All newsletters posted out had the corrected details.   
  

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

 

Recently we held a farewell 
to our Research and 
Archives Team with a very 
well catered for morning tea 
to see off Sylvia and Don 
Kilby, along with Trish 
Amer who have worked 
together for a number of 
years. They have decided 

they can no longer continue providing us with this 
great service, due to various health issues.  This was a 
huge blow as the team have been producing House 
Reports and valuable research for nearly six years.  
They took on the enormous task of practically re-
instating the job when it had become completely 
moribund.  The Archives are now recognized as being 
a valuable resource to both the Society and the wider 
community, and many people have appreciated their 
work. Cr Monica Morse spoke very movingly about 
the importance of the work of our Researchers to the 
community, and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Sylvia, Don and Trish very much for all their 
hard work, dedication and support for and of the 
Society.   

 
(Above – Sylvia & Don Kilby & President Samantha.)  
 

Don, Sylvia and Trish together with Pauline Lamont 
started in the Society’s Archives about six years ago.  
At that time, Christopher Morgan had been struggling 
to keep up with the volume of enquiries and welcomed 
with open arms his ‘Tuesday Angels’.  Pauline decided 
early on that it wasn’t for her, and so Don, Sylvia and 
Trish formed a strong team who seemed to be able to 
tackle just about any curly question that came their 
way.  A little bit later, Peta Leseberg joined the team 
and has been a valuable member since then. 

 

(Above – President Samantha Friend and Trish 

Amery.)  
 

Don quickly made the newspaper reels his baby.  We 
bought him a new you-beaut scanner and away he 
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went, churning out interesting articles, ads and photos 
that might relate to something Trish and Sylvia were 
working on or that could go into Sylvia’s Street 
Folders (more on those later).  Don is also Mr Fixit – 
mending and repairing things that have gone wrong, 
rebuilding and redesigning, and generally keeping the 
ship afloat.   
 

Sylvia took on the task, the Herculean task of 
producing House Reports.  Now, for those of you who 
don’t know what a House Report is, it is as it sounds – 
a report about a house, but not just any report. They 
are generally required by Council if you propose to do 
work on a building in the Conservation Area of 
Bathurst. They are useful for architects planning to 
work on heritage buildings, and for people who’ve just 
bought a house, they can be very useful for finding out 
the history of a building.  All in all, quite an important 
task, and one that Sylvia took and ran with, producing 
well researched, valid and well regarded reports.  
Copies of all her House Reports are now available in 
the Archives, and together with Sylvia’s Street 
Folders, provide a comprehensive look at the history 
and heritage of Bathurst’s built environment. 
 

Sylvia and Don (left) 
also decided to put 
together Sylvia’s Street 
Folders;  Don is an old 
ambulance man and so 
knows Bathurst better 
than anyone and Sylvia 
was born here, so the 
tiny details that Don 
doesn’t know, she does.  
These wonderful folders 
document every 
building in most of the 
streets in the 
Conservation Area, with 

copies of any house reports, copies of the Heritage 
Register, anything interesting out of the newspaper etc, 
etc.  These folders have been used by myriad people 
on many tasks and are an incredibly valuable resource 
to the Archives. 
 

 
 

And then there’s Trish.  Nowadays, most of the 

enquiries come in by email so Trish patiently worked 
through all the dross that also seems to plague us by 
email, sorting out the legitimate from the ludicrous, 
and setting about dealing with them.   They might 
range from ‘Where is my grandfather buried’ to ‘Can 
you tell me who my great great aunt is’ to ‘When did 
my relative who’s name I can’t remember come to 
Bathurst, and no, I don’t know when he was born or 
when he died’.  Trish dealt with them all, with good 
humour, patience and aplomb.  There have been a few 
times when she has been fazed but not for long!  
 

At the same time, we 
welcomed Howard 
Sinclair who joined the 
team only recently and 
despite hitting the ground 
running, under Sylvia and 
Trish’s excellent tutelage 
he has shown his colours 
and will be able to 
continue their valuable 
works and hold up the 
good name of the 
Society’s Archives.  Of 
course, Howard will not 
be able to carry on alone, 

so if anyone is interested in joining him or knows 
someone who might like to be part of a very dynamic 
team, let me know! 
 

It gave Samantha enormous pleasure to present Don, 
Sylvia and Trish with Certificates of Appreciation 
from the Society and to thank them all very much for 
the hard work, dedication and support they have given 
us over the years they have been with us.  We are very 
sad that circumstances have meant that they cannot 
continue and we wish them all the very best of luck for 
the future.  We will miss them greatly and hope they 
stay in touch. 

ooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooo 
 

VOLUNTEER’S  LUNCHEON 

 

Coleen Davis and Lesley Worthington. 
 

On Friday 2nd June twenty volunteers from across 
three sites had a chance to get together for lunch at the 
Bathurst Golf Club and meet with other volunteers 
with whom we may not normally get an opportunity to 
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socialise.  This is because some of us volunteer at Old 
Government Cottage on Sundays or help in its heritage 
garden or for group/tour bookings. The O.G.C. 
coordinator Al Hammond sent his apologies since he is 
overseas. 
 

Other luncheon attendees volunteer in the museum to 
guide visiting school groups from Sydney and 
surrounds. These students come through bookings 
made at the Bathurst Goldfields. Other volunteers 
maintain the front desk roster which keeps the museum 
open to the public/visitors.   

 

Photo left – Barbara Bacon 

with part of the ‘Laundry 

display’ seen below. 
 

It was hoped that three 
significant lunch guests 
would have joined the 
luncheon in the form of   
Don and Sylvia Kilby and 
Trish Amer, the Society’s 
archivists, however illness 
and other commitments 
prevented them.  

 

The group were happy to return to the Bathurst Golf 
Club for this luncheon and thank the Manager, Brad 
Constable who informed everybody of a little 
concerning the club’s history - it being the third oldest 
golf club in NSW. Vice President Alan McRae 
attended and was thanked for the photos of the day.  
 

Additionally, a table had 
been set up with a few 
items from the museum 
which we use as one of 
three activity stations when 
the school students visit. 
These articles are used as 
props to prompt 
considerations of how 
domestic chores were done 
in colonial times, which is 
an aspect within their 
history syllabus. On Friday 
the items provided us with 
a focus of interest and a conversation starter.                    
Above - Rosalind Stephen 

 
 

Thanks go to those volunteers who took on extra 
sessions in the past two to three months across Autumn 
Colours, the Museum Open Day and with Heritage 
Week activities. And to the school group team who 
covered three school tours in May (one at short notice 
with Samantha and Alan). Across winter we have one 
school booked for June and one for July – July being 
shorter due to school holidays. 
 
 

Mary Watson and Catherine Andrews. 
 

Julie Liddell said, “Thanks to all for that you bring to 
the museum, society and local community – your time, 
enthusiasm, support – it’s all generously given and 
very much appreciated.” 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
 

THEO  BARKER  7th   MEMORIAL LECTURE 
 

The 7th Theo Barker Memorial Lecture held last 
month was a success with Rachael Coopes delivering 
her lecture - “The Ghosts of the Past are Very Present 
in Bathurst”. Some will be thinking and talking about 
Rachael’s lecture, with its interesting preview of the 
play coming in late 2018.     
 

A head count by Ron McLachlan and I estimated that 
there were about 150 present, which given the blustery 
weather was a very good turnout. 

 

This event is held in 
conjunction with Charles 
Sturt University every 
two years and we thank 

them for their participation over the years.  
 

A special thank you was extended to the BMEC staff 
who managed proceedings on the night and ensured 
everything went smoothly and perfectly. 
 

Theo Barker was an integral part of the Bathurst 
District Historical Society as well as being President 
on several occasions. A great and moving historian he 
wrote reams on the history of Bathurst and district with 
a great understanding of the past. Theo brought life to 
the ongoing history of our city.    
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SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  

& ACTIVITIES 
 

VENUE FOR MUSTERS 
 

Monthly Musters are held at the Uniting Church 
Activities Hall (between the church and the 1837 
Hall) in William Street, opposite Machattie Park. 
Musters are open to the public with a 7.30pm start. 
There is a tradition of having supper afterwards 
and people are requested to bring a plate of goodies 
for supper. A donation box will be available if you 
wish to assist with the costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.    
 

21st September (Thursday) 
– Muster - Geoff Hook “The 
McPhillamy family story.... 
exploring the lives and times 
of an early Bathurst 
pioneering family, hear 
about locations and places 
linked to the McPhillamy 
history in the Bathurst 
region.” - as told by a great, 
great, great grandson. (Photo 
- Walter J. McPhillamy, left, 
a Mayor of Bathurst and who 
donated land on Mount 
Panorama to Bathurst.) 

  

19th October (Thursday) – Muster - Chris Stewart – 
“Hurdles, Pitfalls and Occasional Successes - when 
researching ....  A personal insight” 

 

Above – Cowra Railway Bridge – BDHS  
 

28th - 29th October (Saturday - Sunday) The Royal 
Australian Historical Society Conference is being held 
at the Cowra Services Club, in Cowra. The theme is 
“Finding Lost Places, Lost People” and uncovering 
hidden stories which help to better understand the past 
and can challenge one’s understanding of how the 
present came to be. Historical societies have an 
important role to play in ensuring that their 
communities’ history does not get lost, and that 
members of the broader community can find out about 
their work so that they too can learn and contribute to 
this history. Lost communities can be remembered and 
found through written archival records, photographs 
and voice recordings. The digital revolution is 

increasing accessibility to records and providing more 
tools to reach a wider geographical and demographical 
audience. The RAHS invites you to join them at the 
2017 conference in Cowra to explore these topics, 
learn skills that will support your history projects and 
enjoy opportunities to network and share histories with 
RAHS members and friends. 
 

4th November (Saturday) for the Bathurst District 
Historical Society’s 70th Anniversary Dinner to take 
place at Abercrombie House at 6.30pm. Cost is $55. 
Book and pay at the front desk at the Museum. BYO. 
Dress: Smart casual. Limited bookings with only about 
35 seats left, so book NOW.   
 

 16th November (Thursday) – 
Muster – Andrew Fletcher - “World 
War 1 – Bathurst’s Contribution to 
the Great War” Part 3. Andrew will 
look at the Awards and Decorations 
won by our volunteers, with some 
interesting individual local stories. 
Bathurst made a great contribution in 
one form or another, especially our 

share of the young men who went off to serve, in the 
Great War. 
 

7th December - (Thursday) – BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party at the Museum 
in Russell Street commencing 
from 5.00pm. Please come 
along, bring your family and any 
guests. Also please bring a plate 
of the usual Christmas goodies. 
Please RSVP at the front desk on 
63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
by 1st December, 2017, to assist with organising. 

 

4th February 2018 – Sunday - Our Twilight Picnic 
will take place from 5pm at the Milltown Police 
Station at 8 Piper Street (above) with our hosts Sandra 
and Robert Curry. This colonial building boasts a 
generous garden in which to enjoy our picnic.  Sandra 
has done a reasonable amount of research and will 
deliver an informal talk on her findings. Hear about 
First-class Constable Gallagher who joined the New 
South Wales Police Force in 1863 and having worked 
in Wellington and Hill End before he was transferred 
to Bathurst. He was the first to have charge of the 
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South Bathurst Station known as Milltown Police 
Station.  
 

In this capacity he had the oversight of the Railway 
premises and Milltown generally for 22 years. His 
burly form was well-known at the station and 
throughout Milltown where he was universally 
respected. He retired in February 1899. Members 
please bring your family and friends, your picnic tea, 
drinks and rugs/chairs etc. for a picnic and enjoy the 
early evening. Book to attend at the Museum.  
 

17th – 18th March 
2018 – Saturday and 
Sunday – ‘Rebellion 
on the Turon’ – For 
those interested in 
Bathurst’s gold history 
and that of the Turon 
River and Sofala then 
make sure you join with 
the residents of the 
Turon Gold Fields and 
the N.S.W. Corp of 
Marines in a weekend 

of colonial re-enactments and colonial displays.  
 

Saturday starts at 10am and goes to 4 pm and on 
Sunday 10am to 3pm. Note - both days start and finish 
with firing of the 1820s canon (cannonade). The 
Redcoats will be there with pistol and sword duels. 
Ride a Cobb & Co coach, see the old penny farthings 
or visit the 1850s surgeon’s tent. Kids be sure you visit 
the archaeological dig. There are exhibition stalls and 
informative displays (such as goldfields display 
below).  
 

The re-enactment of the “Rebellion on the Turon” with 
the Turon Diggers uprising against the gold licensing 
fee and march on the Police Barracks will occur on 
Sunday at 1pm. 

 

Cost, well it’s free if you can avoid the lady 
bushranger who is after your gold (coin donation) and 
the Redcoats who will pester you to take out a gold 
license. For more information contact Carlo on 
63377587 or Alan McRae on 63315404. 

JENOLAN CAVES SOUVENIRS 
 

Over the years tourists have sought souvenirs of their 
holidays with teaspoons, tea towels, ceramic souvenir 
ware, postcards, booklets and an assortment of items.  
 

In the days of the stereoscope, which presented two 
offset images separately to the left and right eye of the 
viewer, with its image giving the perception of 3D 
depth. The twin image photo cards, known as 
stereographs, were to become a very popular form of 
souvenir and entertainment.   
 

The invention of the Brewster Stereoscope by Sir 
David Brewster, a Scottish scientist in 1849, was to 
provide a template for all later stereoscopes. As more 
stereoscopes were manufactured it stimulated the mass 
production of stereo photography which flourished 
alongside mono-photography. Queen Victoria was 
smitten with his stereotypes.  

 

Stereo photography peaked around 1900 and went out 
of fashion as movies increased in popularity. In 1939 
William Gruber saw a way to make use of the newly 
invented flexible 35mm film by Kodak and teamed up 
with Harold Graves to form the View-Master 
company. These toys first became available during the 
1940s.  

 
Mr. J. Rowe, he gave his address as Jenolan Caves as 
he worked there, took a series of “Picturesque 
Stereoscopic Views’ of Jenolan Caves and the Blue 
Mountains in 1896 and 1897. Mr. Joseph Rowe lived 
at Jenolan in a small cottage with its natural stone 
chimney which is known as Rowe’s Cottage, though 
only the chimney is left nowadays. Mr. Rowe was the 
photographer at the time and also worked as a cave 
guide escorting tours in the late 1800s. 
 

Well over 300 different types and designs of Shelley 
souvenir ceramic china are known with Jenolan Caves’ 
transfers on them. There are cups and saucers, plates, 
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tea pots, sugar bowls, vases, pin containers, cream 
jugs, milk jugs, ashtrays, and more.  

 
The Shelley Pottery (formerly named Wileman) first 
produced Royal souvenir ware in 1887 for Queen 
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee, followed by the silver 
wedding of the Prince of Wales, in 1888, and Queen 
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee and the marriage of George 
and Mary, in 1897.  
 

The company produced a vast range of vases, coffee, 
tea and dinner services, as well as china for the nursery 
along with souvenir and crested ware. Shelley enjoyed 
considerable success with its commemorative wares, 
producing mugs, jugs, bowls, ashtrays and pin dishes, 
miniatures and tea ware, featuring coats of arms and 
portraits. They made hundreds upon hundreds of 
tourist’s souvenir lines until the factory closed in 1966. 

 
Another souvenir was a letter or First Day Cover 
complete with postage stamps issued on that particular 
day and could be purchased from Jenolan Caves Post 
Office. The Post Office had a special pictorial 
canceller (in this case with purple ink) that featured a 
drawing of the inside of one 
of the caves. Around the edge 
are the words, 
“AUSTRALIA’S 
UNDERGROUND 
FAIRYLAND – JENOLAN 
CAVES N.S.W. 2790”   
 

 
 

THE  EXPLORER’S  TREE  OR  IS IT? 
 

Yes, we have all driven past it numerous times but it 
certainly doesn’t look like this anymore, it is all but a 
charred stump. The late Hugh Brennan of Rockley 
allowed me to have a copy of the photo of the tree just 
out of Katoomba as it used to be and taken by him 
around 1930. 

 

The tree is still situated on the western side (Bathurst 
side) of the Great Western Highway at the base of 
Pulpit Hill. It was once a tall eucalypt tree. It is known 
as the Explorers Tree. It was reputed to have been the 
tree into which Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson cut 
their initials on their crossing of the Blue Mountains in 
1813. Not everyone is in line with the theory which 
has been debated over the years. 
 

The Sydney Mail in 1876 published an article titled 
“The Tree, Blue Mountains” stating “The tree is about 
one mile south easterly from the old Pulpit Hill Public 
House. It stands directly on the side of the old Blue 
Mountains Road and although thousands of travellers 
have passed by without noticing it, it still stands a 
living memento of the first attempt at inland 
colonisation, and the letters WL are plainly observable 
within the blaze marked sixty three years ago.”  
 

There were concerns about the tree as early as 1884 
when a wall and fence were erected around the tree for 
its protection. A plaque was attached and inscribed – 
“This wall and fence has been erected by Hon. J.S 
Farnell Esq, Minister for Lands, to preserve this tree 
marked by Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth, being 
the farthest distance in their first attempt to cross the 
Blue Mountains in the month of May, AD 1813.” 
 

By 1890 the tree appears to be dead as seen in some 
photographs of the time. By 1900 the tree was 
considered unsafe and the top of the tree was sawn off 
in 1903 leaving a stump some 10 feet high so the tree 
which Hugh thought was the Explorer’s tree can’t be 
it.   
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Then in 1904 it was decided that the old wooden fence 
surrounding the tree should be replaced with a stronger 
fence made from iron. Finally in 1908 the original 
incorrect plaque was replaced, the new tablet, made of 
white marble inlaid with lead lettering, read – ‘This 
wall and fence were erected by the Minister for Lands 
(The Hon J.S. Farnell) in the year 1884, to preserve 
this tree which was marked by the Explorers Gregory 
Blaxland, William Lawson and William Charles 
Wentworth who discovered a way over these 
Mountains in the month of May A.D. 1813.” 
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 
A  TOUCHING  EPISODE 
 

It was not long after the 
Great War started in 1914 
that deaths of Bathurstians 
were being reported in the 
Bathurst Newspapers. So by 

1915 the report below was happening quite often.  
 

“On Sunday 19th December, 1915, a Memorial 
Service for the late Private Percy George, whose death 
at Gallipoli has been announced, was conducted at St. 
Barnabas’ Church, South Bathurst. The Military Band, 
militia and cadets, were present at the service. In 
connection with the receipt of the news of the demise 
of Private George, a touching episode occurred.  
 

Having received intimation of the death of the young 
man, the Rev. C.J. Allen proceeded to toll the bell at 
the church. It so happened that Mr. George, Sen., was 
passing, and, hearing the chimes, entered the belfry 
and enquired for what sad reason the bell was being 
tolled. Mr. Allen took his visitor to the vestry and 
delicately conveyed to him the fact that it was in 
respect to the memory of Mr. George’s own son that 
the bell had been rung. Mr. George had received the 
previous day a Christmas card and portion of a gun 
shell from his son, who was numbered among the 
honoured dead while the package was on its way from 
Gallipoli.” 
 

oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo 
 

WWI  PEACE  MEDALLION  1919 
 

Every few weeks I get shown one of these medallions 
and I’d say many members may have one, or more, 
tucked away in a trinket box or kept in some safe 
place. Called the ‘Peace’ or ‘Victory’ medallion they 
were a commemorative issue to mark the conclusion of 
the First World War. They are very common as they 
were issued to every child in Australia aged 0-14 years 
(and aged up to 16 if parents were in the armed forces). 
Most people however, call them a medal.  
 

The Commonwealth Government was pressured to 
issue something to mark the end of the Great War that 
could be given to school children. Mr. Charles Douglas 
Richardson was called upon to come up with a design, 
though he was better known as a sculptor at the time. 

Officials estimated that they would require some 
1,670,000 medals.  
 

Due to the fact that Australia needed to produce the 
campaign medals for the servicemen and women no 
one single medal manufacturer could produce them in 
the time required. It was decided to appoint six 
manufacturers to do the job - Amor, Stokes, Parkes, 
Schlank, Angus & Coote (they later withdrew) and 

Platers. Considering World War One finished in 
November 1918 it was quite remarkable that the 
distribution of these medallions began in March 1919. 

 

The medallion came with its 
red, white and blue ribbon, 
(left) and the Defence 
Department supplied a pin. It 
is round with loop and has a 
plain edge. It measures 27 
mm in diameter. As there 
were six plants producing 
them there are a few varieties.  
 

Two types were produced 
with the majority in bronze 
however silvered bronze 
issues were done for special 
and official presentations.  
 

On the obverse (front - 
below) of the medallion is an 
algological figure in flowing 
robes, representing  Peace 

standing on a pedestal with two flying doves near her 
head. On the pedestal is inscribed the words ‘PEACE / 
1919’ underneath and ‘AUSTRALIA’ below that. To 
the left is a figure bound in chains with another 
entangled in the bush to right, these representing the 
War crushed and Industry awakening.  At the bottom 
right on the edge is the maker’s name for this 
medallion – Amor Ltd in small letters. 
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The reverse (below) shows an Australian sailor and 
soldier, the latter wearing the characteristic and by 
now famous slouch hat and holding his .303 rifle. The 
two men are supporting a large laurel wreath. The 
word ‘VICTORY’ is across the top with a rising sun 
behind and an imperial crown. Within the wreath are 
the words ‘THE / TRIUMPH / OF / LIBERTY / AND 
/ JUSTICE’ whilst below that on a ribbon plaque is the 
wording ‘THE PEACE OF 1919.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As there were various medal makers involved, the 
distribution date varied from State to State. For 
example Victorian school children received their 
medallions over two days, on Friday 18th July and on 
‘Peace Day’ on Saturday 19th July. Most school pupils 
were greatly appreciative and treasured their memento. 
Others didn’t as some children were known to file off 
the loop and pass off the bronze issue as a half-penny 
in the corner store.   

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

MRS. CHIFLEY’S USEFUL 
LAUNDRY HINTS FROM 1898 

 

In the 1800s young girls began to learn to keep house 
from an early age. Many did not finish school, their 
fathers thinking that they would leave school, find a 
husband and settle down. The newspapers of the day 
and magazines, and even books for that matter all gave 
advice and hints on how to cook, how to do the 
washing, what household chores needed to be carried 
out in summer or winter and so on. 
 

The following belonged to Mrs. Elizabeth Chifley and 
dates from 1898. When you read it you will 
immediately recall your grandmother doing these 
things, and maybe even your mother. The information 
often told one how to stand or position themselves to 
do the work. People can see how the women of 100 or 
150 years ago filled in their days.   
 

Another advantage of these early instructions is that 
they provided recipes for cleaning with vinegar 
appearing in many of these recipes. They told how to 
make your furniture polish or a concoction to clean 

stains off the carpet or a recipe to clean the silver.  

 

Other pages went on to explain that unbleached cottons 
and linens should never be boiled along with white 
clothes, as they are certain to stain them. Coloured and 
white flannels should always be washed separately. 
Blankets should be washed on a clear, bright day. If 
they are hung out to dry in a very hot sun, they will 
shrink. Wash them in luke-warm water with sufficient 
household ammonia in it to make it soft and slippery. 
Soak them in the water first for 15 minutes to loosen 
the dirt, then work them well with the hands. They 
should be washed in three waters, always using 
ammonia, but no soap. Shake well to raise the nap and 
make them soft, and be careful to hang them evenly. 
 

To wash flannels so they will neither thicken or shrink, 
boil the soap in a little water till quite dissolved, add 
sufficient cold water, but have the suds warm. Wash 
the flannels singularly in the suds, but neither rub the 
soap on them, nor rub them on a washing board. Rinse 
quickly in warm water with a little ammonia in it, and 
hang out to dry at once.  
 

Wash white silk handkerchiefs with warm water and 
Castille soap. This is a fine, hard white or mottled soap 
made with olive oil and soda, no animal fats. Rinse 
thoroughly in warm water afterwards. To wash 
coloured silk handkerchiefs, treat the same as coloured 
ones but do not hang them out to dry, but roll them up 
in a towel and iron when nearly dry.  
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Washing and other soaps could be purchased from 
businesses such as the Bathurst Soap Company in 
1898.  
 

To set the dye of black Lisle thread stockings, put in a 
good pinch of salt in the water they are to be washed 
in. To wash and bleach, put in 1 teaspoon of powdered 
borax in a pint of boiling water, and soak the articles 
for 24 hours. Then wash with a little soap, roll up in a 
cloth until nearly dry, then iron.  
 

Put vinegar in water for rinsing pink or green calicos to 
brighten the colours, and pearl ash for purples and 
blues. To remove mildew from white clothes, put a 
teaspoon of chloride of lime in a quart of hot water. 
Rinse first in cold water and then in the lime water. As 
soon as the spots disappear, wash thoroughly in warm 
water.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To remove iron rust from white clothes, wet the spots 
with lemon juice and salt and hold them over the steam 
of the boiling kettle. Then wash in clean water. Wash 
black Cashmeres in hot suds, with a little borax in the 
water, rinse in very blue water and iron on the wrong 
side while damp. Powdered starch will take stains out 
of linen if applied immediately. Soap and chalk mixed 
and rubbed on mildew spots will remove them.  
 

To clean flat irons and 
prevent starch sticking, 
tie a piece of beeswax 
in a course cloth, and 
when the irons are 
nearly hot enough to 
use, rub them with it 
quickly, and wipe 
clean.  

 

If linen has been 
scorched in ironing, lay 
it in bright sunshine and 
the stains will disappear.  
 

To make clothes look 
glossier, use soapy water 
when making the starch. 
To give clothes a good 
polish, stir the hot starch with a pure wax candle kept 
for the purpose. To gloss linen, put a tiny piece of 
paraffin into the hot starch, use a polishing iron, and 
plenty of elbow grease.  Tea stains may be removed 
from tablecloths by soaking them in a strong solution 
of sugar for a few minutes and rinsing in soft water.  

 
ooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo 

 

ALEXANDER  STEEL  OF  HILL END 
 

Alexander Steel was born on 20th December, 1819, in 
Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland. He was the son of 
Peter Steel and Margaret, nee Dick. Alexander, still a 
youth, sailed to Sydney with his family. His father, 
Peter Steel, established a seminary with the intention 
of introducing the popular Scottish system of 
education.  
 

Alexander married Elizabeth Innes at Camden in New 

South Wales on 25th April, 1844. He became a 
publican and held the license for the Royal Arms in 
Devonshire Street in Surry Hills from 1859 to 1871. 
 

After hearing about Hill End he decided that with all 
the gold that had been found, a licenced hotel would be 
a good investment. He had constructed a superior hotel 
made from bricks complete with all cedar furnishings. 
Known as ‘Steel’s Hotel’ the two storey hotel stood on 
the corner of Clarke and Church Street.  
 

However by the time his hotel was built the amount of 
gold being found was beginning to dwindle and he was 
unsuccessful in getting his money back on the business 
venture.  His hotel was licenced in 1874.   
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In February 1874 Alexander Steel was called upon to 
give evidence into part of a case concerning the deaths 
of three miners over a one week period. The verdict 
was that they were accidental and in each case being 
that as far as could be found out, no blame could be 
attached to anyone.   
 

He did manage to lease the hotel building to the local 
Hill End Borough Council into the mid 1890s, with the 
money paid to his widow Susannah and several 
children. Susannah continued operating the hostelry till 
it closed.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He travelled quite frequently between Sydney and Hill 
End, even serving on the Sydney City Council as an 
alderman for Cook Ward from 1st December, 1860, to 
30th November, 1870, and 2nd December, 1872, to 
30th November, 1874. Returning to Hill End he 
continued as licensee of his hotel but died in Sydney 
on 8th May, 1882. He was buried in the Presbyterian 
section of Devonshire Street Cemetery before it was 
relocated to Bunnerong.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

●  In January 1888 His Majesty’s Gaol at Bathurst was 
paid £1-1-4 by the Bathurst City Council for inmates 
“breaking stone” for use in doing repairs to the 
roadways in Howick and Durham Streets.  

●  With Federation in 1901 control of all Post Offices, 
including Bathurst, passed from the Colony of New 
South Wales over to the Postmaster General’s 
Department in the new Commonwealth Government. 
Initially no Commonwealth posatage stamps were 
available so remaining colonial issues were used.  

●  One of Bathurst’s policemen was John Marsh. In 
December 1830 he married Christina Wilcox and the 
couple went on to have fourteen children, a number not 

uncommon in those early days. John was Birmingham 
born and later emigrated to the Colony of New South 
Wales. As well as being a police constable in Bathurst 
he also worked in Blayney.  

● Firemen who first served in the Bathurst Fire 
Brigade were initially volunteers in the 1880s. Later 
our firemen were partially paid. In 1908 local firemen 
were still expected to buy most, if not all, of their own 
equipment and uniform. At this time a fireman’s belt 
cost one shilling (10 cents) from Mr. Paul Brooke’s 
store.  

●  One of the medical concoctions that were being sold 
around the world in the mid 1840s was Professor 
Holloway’s Pills and Ointment. The self proclaimed 
Professor Holloway had no medical background 
whatsoever but commenced an intense newspaper 
advertising campaign to sell his ‘medicines’. He 
appointed agents in the Colony of New South Wales 
and in 1846 appointed Mr. Joshua Parker, a druggist 
(chemist) in Bathurst at the time.  

●  Bathurst had a number of solicitors by the 1860s 
and as the number of cases increased in the local Court 
House so did solicitor numbers. One gentleman was 
George Pownall whose legal office were located in 
George Street, though by the following year he had 
moved over to William Street as he required larger 
premises. 

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $32 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as membership 
application forms, are available at the front desk 
during opening hours.            

 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


