
 1 
 

 

Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 
 

    MEMBER’S NEWSLETTER  
                      No 110     April – June 2017 
  Price $3.00                                   Free to Members of the Society  

 

FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Again 2017 is proving to be a very busy year one way 
and another. The Society will be celebrating its 70th 
anniversary with a special dinner to take place on 
Saturday 1st July. Already we have sent out a message 
in the previous newsletter for any photographs, 
documents, newspaper cuttings and/or memorabilia 
relating to the Society over the last 70 years. There is 
still time to let the committee know, so we can include 
them (or copies) in the celebrations.  
 

The Bathurst Regional Library recently donated a fair 
number of acid-free flat storage boxes that the Society 
has started to put to good use.  
 

Since our last Member’s Newsletter we have seen a 
very worthwhile projects take place, one being the 
supply of a plaque and gravestone by the Bathurst 
Family History Group Inc. The project evolved as part 
of their project of restoration and repair of graves at 
the Bathurst Cemetery. The various volunteers realised 
that quite a number of graves are either missing or 
were never there. The work, oversteered by BFHG 
Cemetery Co-ordinator Graeme Hill, led to the idea 
which will be on-going with another similar project 
next year.   
 

The grave this year was for Beatrice Ethel Grimshaw 
who lived for a time at Kelso. She was born on 3rd 
February 1870 in Ireland and died 30th June, 1953. 
Beatrice was a book and magazine writer, travel writer, 
south-seas traveller, businesswoman, Planation 

Manager in Papua and 
cyclist with a 
fascinating history.  
 

Left - Diana Gleadhill 
who travelled from 
Ireland and is writing 
a book on Beatrice, 
spoke before the 
ceremony. 
 

On Wednesday 11th 
January there was a   
Dedication Ceremony 
carried out in the 
Catholic portion of the 
Bathurst Monumental 

Cemetery off Bradwardine Road by Father Paul Devitt.  
 

The service commenced with an Opening Prayer, 
Prayers of Intercession, Prayers of Commendation, 

followed by the Blessing of the Grave and finishing 
with a Celtic Prayer and Blessing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The grave was then unveiled by Graeme Hill and 
Diana Gleadhill, the latter representing the Grimshaw 
family.   

After a luncheon I, on behalf of the Bathurst District 
Historical Society, took a group of interested people 
(some seen above) in the afternoon on a tour of some 
Bathurst and Kelso sites. We called at Old 
Government Cottage to have a look at the Timeline as 
to Bathurst’s early history. Other locations included a 
number showing where Beatrice Grimshaw lived, 
where she went to church, where she would have 
bought groceries and collected her mail and buildings 
she would have recognised which are still standing 
today. We also saw where she lived in Seymour Street 
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for a short time before moving out to Kelso.  

 
We finished the tour at S.S Michael & John’s Church 
in William Street after having visited Mount 
Panorama.  Congratulations to the Bathurst Family 

History Group committee on a great idea and a well-

planned and organised day.   
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

The Society’s Archives are fast running out of space.  
So, to try to alleviate this problem, we asked the 
Woodies (Central Tablelands Woodcraft Inc.) to build 
us some shelving. The first three lots were delivered 
just before Christmas. 

 It was quite a job to get them into the Museum, but 
there was plenty of manpower (and advice!) to get 
them in off the ute. Then we had to get them up the 
stairs and into the Telephone Room which was tricky.   

But they finally managed to get them in and they will 
be used to hold the Society’s collection of bound 
Western Advocates. 

 

But they finally managed to get them in and they will 
be used to hold the Society’s collection of bound 
Western Advocates.   

There will be a working bee to stain the shelves, 
remove the old shelving, install the new ones and then 
fill them up with the hundreds of volumes of 
newspapers!  Watch this space for details of the 
working bee.                                                 Samantha 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held at 
the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

5th March, (Sunday) Autumn Colours Heritage 
Festival event the “First House Open House” from 
11am to 3pm. Meet at Elizabeth Park, corner of 
William and Elizabeth Streets. For one day only, the 
first house in inland Australia, built in 1816, will be 
open for imaginary tours conducted by Robin 
McLachlan.  Hear stories about the first residents of 
the house. No admission charge, but please bring an 
umbrella if raining. NOTE - The imaginary roof leaks. 
 

16th March – Show and Tell 
Evening – bring along one or 
two of your treasured items 
and talk for a minute on each 
item.  
 

With Bathurst marking 200 years, the year before last, 
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there is certainly renewed interest 
in those items sitting in people’s 
cupboards or sheds. It could be a 
trophy, personal item, something 
that relates to an organisation or 
Bathurst’s past, an article with a 
story or history or even something 
rarely seen these days. Please come along and bring 
something.    

 

18th March (Saturday) Autumn Colours Heritage 
Festival event - ‘Hereford’ – Home of James 
Rutherford. Tours at 10am & again at 12.00 noon 
& 2.00pm.  
 

‘Hereford’ is a beautiful home built for James 
Rutherford in 1880.  Although Cobb & Co began in 
Victoria, James Rutherford became the dynamic 
partner and manager of the company when it became 
Bathurst owned and based.  Built on the land originally 
granted to William Cox for the building of the road 
across the Blue Mountains in 1814, ‘Hereford’ was 
designed by renowned Central West architect Edward 
Gell. It was later Marsden Church of England Girls 
School and is now home to the Catholic Education 
Office, Bathurst Diocese. There will be a Cobb & Co 
coach on the driveway, courtesy of Ray and Loretta 
Green, and this will be available for inspection by 
people on the tours. 
 

Cost is $5 with tickets from Bathurst Visitor 
Information Centre. Meet at the Catholic Education 
Office & Conference Centre off Gilmour Street at 
Kelso. Contact the Bathurst Visitor Information Centre 
on  02 63321444. 

 

19th March (Sunday) - Come along to the Scots 
School Highland Gathering and Country Fair to see 
the Bathurst District Historical Society’s display, 
information and promotional marquee. This is the first 
time that the Society has been present as such at this 
event. The Society will be beside the Clan MacRae 
Society of Australia and New Zealand marquee which 

will also have a historic Scottish display. Come along 
and see items such as a Inverness 1795 halfpenny 
copper, a Scottish token featuring a bunch of roses and 
thistles on one side and a bountiful cornucopia on the 
other, an early woodcut engraving of Edinburgh, the 
capital of Scotland and a 1870 elaborately illustrated 
Freemasonry Membership Certificate issued by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

 

With a magnificent castle as the backdrop (above) to 
the day’s events, you can hear the pipes and drums of 
the New South Wales Pipes and Drums competition, 
watch the highland dancers and other displays on the 
main oval, or stroll through the many stalls including 
Scottish stalls. Take time to also enjoy the Show 
Jumping competition, rides, student’s sideshow alley 
and historic car display. Be sure not to miss the end of 
the day when all the pipes and drums bands play 
together a magnificent closing ceremony.  

 

25th and 26th March 
(Saturday and Sunday) - 
the impressive “Rebellion 
on the Turon” weekend is 
on again on at Sofala. The 
streets will come alive with 
the shouts of the Colonial 
Military Authorities and the 
miners as the re-enactments 
begin.  
 

For those interested in 
Bathurst’s gold history and 
that of the Turon River and 
Sofala then make sure you 
join with the residents of 
the Turon Gold Fields and the N.S.W. Corp of Marines 
(right) in a weekend of colonial re-enactments and 
colonial displays. Saturday starts at 10am and goes to 4 
pm and on Sunday 10am to 3pm. Note - both days start 
and finish with firing of the 1820s canon (cannonade) 
which is very impressive. The re-enactment of the 
“Rebellion on the Turon” with the Turon Diggers 
uprising against the gold licensing fee and march on 
the Police Barracks will occur on Sunday at 1pm. Cost, 
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well it’s free if you can avoid the lady bushranger who 
is after your gold (coin donation) and the Redcoats 
who will pester you to take out a gold license. See all 
sorts of colonial displays to show how people lived at 
the time. For more information contact Carlo on 
63377587 or Alan McRae on 63315404. 
 

20th April – (Thursday) – Muster – Andrew 
Fletcher - “World War 1 - A Statistical look at 
Bathurst Contribution” Part 2. Our nurse 
volunteers. Who were they and what did they do – we 
even wonder what motivated them. Andrew has for 
some time been working on those volunteers from 
Bathurst and district during the Great War when local 
young women and men volunteered to serve on the 
Western Front in France and Belgium as well as 
Gallipoli and the Middle East.  
 

13th – 14th May – (Saturday and Sunday) – A 
‘Seed Swapping’, along with cuttings and 
propagation and pruning event over the two days at 
Old Government Cottage under the auspicious of the 
Bathurst Garden Club. The project is part of the 
Artisan Heritage Trades Trail.  
 

18th May (Thursday) – Muster – Tim Cox – ‘My 
relationship to William Cox’. Tim has lived in the 
Bathurst area all his life and spent most of his time on 
the land. It is only in recent years that his family 
history has been of interest to him.  He did not know 
that when he was in Primary school, he used to cross 
Cox’s Road on his way to school and on the way 
home!  William Cox, the road builder, was born in 
England in 1764, and was Tim Cox’s great, great, great 
grandfather. Tim is descended from George of 
Winbourn, William’s fourth son born in 1795; 
Frederick Savage born in 1836; George’s 6th son, 
Cecil Digby born in 1871; Frederick’s 3rd son, 
Clifford (Sam) born in 1904; and Cecil’s 5th son. Tim 
is Clifford’s 1st son.   
 

15th June (Thursday) – Muster – Chris Stewart 
speaking about “Dear Betty, don’t fence me in.” - a 
year in detail from a Grazcos Diary. 
 

1st July (Saturday) for the Bathurst District 
Historical Society’s 70th Anniversary Dinner to take 
place at Abercrombie House. More details next issue. 
 

20th July (Thursday) – Muster – David Bullock - 
“Mill Town, the Railways, the flour mills, homes & 
business, the people who lived and worked in this 
historic part of Bathurst” 
 

17th Aug (Thursday) - Annual General Meeting to 
be held in the Museum in Russel Street commencing at 
7.30pm.    
 

18th August - Theo Barker Memorial Lecture – 
details will be announced in the next issue.  
 

21st September (Thursday) – Muster - Geoff Hook 
“The McPhillamy family story.... exploring the lives 

and times of an early Bathurst pioneering family, hear 
about locations and places linked to the McPhillamy 
history in the Bathurst region.” - as told by a great, 
great, great grandson.  
 

19th October (Thursday) – Muster - Chris Stewart – 
“Hurdles, Pitfalls and Occasional Successes - when 
researching ....  A personal insight” 
 

16th November (Thursday) – Muster – Andrew 
Fletcher - “World War 1 - Bathurst Contribution to the 
Great War” Part 3. Andrew will look at Awards & 
Decorations won by our volunteers, with some 
interesting individual stories. 
 

7th December - (Thursday) – Annual Christmas 
Party – to be held in the museum – details later  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
  

THE  WESTERN  STORES 
AND  EDGLEYS  BOOK REPRINTED 

 

Due to the number of requests ‘The Western Stores 
and Edgleys’ book has been reprinted. It is available 
for $25 a copy from the Bathurst District Historical 
Society Museum and Bookshop.  
 

From the foresight of a few country retailers came the 
largest country trading 
organisation in New South 
Wales. Some fifteen years 
after Federation and in many 
cases it has shaped the destiny 
of retailing in their various 
towns that the Western Stores 
group was associated with. 
Little did these early retail 
pioneers realise that they 
would be part of a group that 
would employ thousands and 
have an effect on the lives of 
most people in many early 
country towns and rural 

surroundings.  These shops became an icon in each 
town, so much so, they became known in many cases 
as simply ‘The Store’ and everyone knew what you 
were talking about. It was not uncommon to hear ‘meet 
you at the store’.   
 

Western Stores and Edgleys Ltd in Bathurst was one 
retail organization that was part of a larger group with 
Western Stores in Dubbo, Narromine, Trangie, 
Grenfell, Cowra, Gilgandra, Orange, Tamworth, 
Canowindra, Tweed Heads (Mortimers), Wellington, 
Geurie and Wongarbon – a real country retail group.   
 

Many of the younger generation do not realise what 
the ‘general department store’ meant to a community 
in country towns as well as rural customers – it was a 
social meeting place, it supplied food, clothing, 
electrical, farm supplies, etc etc.  They provided stock 
and animal feed – wheat, pollard, chaff, bran and the 
like. All categories of items were sold and not to 
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forget the extension of credit for those people on the 
land.  One could say that many of these retail general 
businesses were like a small bank, but much friendlier. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
  

PORTABLE  BATHING  CABINETS 
 

One of the products of the day in the late 1890s and 
early 1900s was the portable bathing or Turkish bath 
cabinet. Manufactured in Great Britain, America, 
Germany and numbers of other countries they were 
intended for the more well-to-do customers with large 
homes. Initially made from wood these items proved to 
become mouldy, warped, break easily, tied up a good 
deal more room and tended to crumble if not dried 
thoroughly after each use. Once the steel units were 
being manufactured many stores refused to sell the 
ones made from timber.  
 

These cabinets were also used to give a vapour bath to 
‘open up the pores of the skin and cause proper 
elimination of the poisons and waste matter present’. 
The manufacturer also claimed that the ‘kidneys and 
liver get new life and activity, the blood become 
purified, the digestive organs improve, the nerves 
become strengthened and the health of the person 
improves from the very first.’   
 

Some claimed it was the Turkish Bath that allowed one 
to breath fresh air whilst bathing. It saved time in 
travelling to public baths as well as money required. 
Bathurst had public hot baths from at least the early 
1870s. Also one could use them at any hour of the day, 
especially before retiring. 
 

They were marketed as the best investment that one 
would never regret if one wanted a home treatment for 
a clear, beautiful completion, healthy skin and a 
perfect body. Usually the units were fitted with an 
alcohol heater and vaporising pan, both of which could 
be removed. Some models came with the facility of a 
foot bath.    

 

 The ‘Leader’ Turkish 
Bath Cabinet (left) was 
made from scientific 
principles from the best 
materials. The top of the 
Leader Cabinet was in 
two pieces giving very 
great convenience in in 
entering as well as in 
cooling off. The inside 
was coated in rubber 
with checked drill 
outside that never 
stretches and is 

thoroughly vapour proof. The frame was of the best 
steel construction so does not warp or break.  
 

In cooling both sides of the top may be unbuttoned and 
thrown back. The whole cabinet was so jointed and 
hinged that it could be put away in the smallest 

possible space. When one finished using the unit one 
simply loosens the braces, tipped the frame which 
would then fold up completely.  The manufacturer felt 
that any child could open and close it in a minute. 
Bathing cabinets were sold by Webb & Company and 
at least Meagher & Sons and Edgeley’s stores. I’m not 
really sure a child could move this unit as it weighed 
around 40 lb.  
 

Another unit, the larger ‘Perfection’ Bath Cabinet, was 
the highest grade available in 1900. This unit was 
constructed with double walls of the best rubber coated 
material that made it everlasting. An improved style, 
celebrated Perfection Face Steamer was included with 
every bath cabinet for free. This was used for the 
treatment of complexion.   
 

The ‘Perfection’ 
vapour bath cabinet 
(left) itself was great 
for blood and skin 
diseases. The top 
had a pair of roll 
back flaps allowing 
for easy entry and 
the hinged door was 
easily and securely 
clipped closed. This 
unit was not able to 
be folded up as it 

weighed nearly 80lb and was usually installed on a 
section of earthenware tiles.  
 

Some purchasers bought these units for use in the 
treatment for their rheumatism and neuralgia and other 
chronic, acute or inflammatory problems hoping that 
the vapour baths may help their struggles where 
everything else had failed to give relief. Customers 
could also purchase a fancy wire metal stool to sit on 
inside the unit.   
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
  

OLD GOVERNMENT  COTTAGE  IS  OPEN  
SUNDAY  AFTERNOONS – 

HAVE YOU VISITED  LATELY? 

 
Remember, Old Government Cottage at 16 Stanley 
Street is open every Sunday afternoon, except 
Christmas Day, from 12 noon to 4pm. The Bathurst 
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District Historical Society Committee urges you as 
members to visit to see the new Pictorial Timeline of 
Bathurst’s history, old photos of Bathurst slideshow, 
look through the cottage, view the collection of items 
from the past and stroll through the Bicentennial 
Heritage Garden. Be sure to tell the volunteer on duty 
you are a BDHS member or volunteer. Why not bring 
your afternoon tea with you.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

TWILIGHT  PICNIC  REPORT 
 

The night was warm but not as hot as expected for the 
Bathurst District Historical Society’s annual Twilihght 
Picnic on Sunday 5th February. Marlena and husband 
Brian had the grounds of ‘Cambewarra’ looking 
immaculate for our visit.   

 

Marlena Welch and Chris Stewart gave a rundown of 
the history of the building and the surrounding land, 
once orchards and farm land.  

 

The Twilight Picnic went very well with over 45 in 
attendance, despite the heat earlier in the day. The 
breeze was very beneficial as we sat around enjoying 
our picnic tea. Marlena Welch and Chris Stewart 
related the history of the house with Marlena later 
showing everyone through the house.  
 

Marlena explained her ideas of how she intended to do 
the interior of Cambewarra and how she had purchased 
items over the years to use. Over the years some of the 
outside buildings had been used as a business to sell 
giftware, bric-a-brac, furniture, basketware, Christmas 

decorations, artificial flowers and plants and lots of 
interesting other items. For a number of years Marlena 
conducted various hobby classes such as decoupage, 
flower arranging, dried arrangements.    

 

The fish feeding proved to be another highlight of the 
evening with hundreds of fish, of all sizes, heading 
towards Marlena as she sprinkled the fish food on the 
water.   

 

Then it was time to look through her home, the first 
time a large group had been through. Thankyou 
Marlena (below) and Brian for your hospitality and 
hosting our visit to Cambewarra.   
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‘DOWN  BUSBY  STREET’  COOKBOOK – 

STILL AVAILABLE 
 

For those who didn’t 
get a copy so far there 
are still supplies of the 
‘Down Busby Street - 
Neighbourhood Recipes 
from Elizabeth 
Chifley’s collection’ 
cookbook that came 
about after Angie Peard 
responded to a notice 
Robin McLachlan had 
put in the Bathurst 
District Historical 
Society’s newsletter in 
May 2003. Angie’s 
enthusiasm was 

undiminished as she researched, tested, wrote up the 
recipes, with the final number being around 60. It has 
cakes, slices, puddings and all sorts of treats – all 
collected by Mrs. Elizabeth Chifley over many 
decades.  
 

Even though Angie passed away on 2nd October, 
2016, she had seen a proof copy of her completed 
cookbook.   
 

Cookbooks are for sale in the Bathurst District 
Historical Society’s Bookshop at the Museum for $35 
per copy. They have a plastic cover and spiral spine so 
that they will lay flat whilst using them to read the 
recipe.        oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

AUSTRALIA  NEEDS  WAR  MONEY 
 

During World War Two the Commonwealth 
Government needed volunteers to promote the 
National Savings Campaign. Each person received a 
badge (drawing below) and information they could 
use.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On completion of the course and gaining a satisfactory 
pass the National Savings Board presented the 
volunteer’s badge to every person engaged in selling 

War Savings Certificates. 
For every woman in 
Australia there was a 
war-time job to ensure 
that in her street they 
were part of a War 
Savings Group for which 
another badge (left) was 
given though one didn’t 
sit for an exam.  
 

Bathurst residents were urged to buy War Savings 
Certificates with the slogan “SAVE FOR VICTORY” 
which was advertised in the Bathurst newspapers and 
on phamplets on noticeboards. With Australia called 
upon to find a million pounds a day for war purposes it 
was clear that Australia’s seven-million people had to 
save rather than spend when, as the Prime Minister 
pointed out, they were fighting for survival as starkly 
as if smallpox had been sweeping the land. 
 

The National Savings Campaign, had an objective of 
£40,000,000, and was launched at a time when the war 
was rushing to a climax on all fronts - from the Arctic 
to the Indian Ocean, from Britain to the Antipodes, 
from the waters round Japan to the South Pacific. 
Enormous battlefronts, stretching across thousands of 

miles of land and 
across all the seven 
seas was being 
waged. 
 

The General Post Office 
was doing their bit by 
applying “Buy War 
Savings Certiciates” 
cancels on the stamps on 
letters. Ladies would go 
door to door around 
Bathurst to promote the 
cause.    
 

The issue was life or 
death for Australia at the 
time, as for our Allies. 
Though the 
Commonwealth itself 
was still barely scarred 
by war, powerful forces were being organised of men 
and all the machinery of modern warfare. 
 

The cost of all this was terrific and it could not be met 
by taxation and bank credits alone. It was the people 
themselves who had to supply the margin by lending 
voluntarily of their savings by investing freely in 
Commonwealth loans and by the purchase of war 
savings certificates and £10 National Savings Bonds. 
 

Wasteful spending was traitorous, in fact it was 
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outlawed. Buying non-essential goods, items which 
could be done without, robbed the nation of 
manpower, materials and money at the most critical 
stage in history. Spending above real needs meant a 
demand for civil goods which had to be produced by 
men and women who should be working to produce 
war equipment. It meant that those 
who indulged in such spendings were 
hindering the war effort. 
 

Limitation of non-essential production 
was a first need, and this was the 
declared policy, the only policy 
possible, of the Australian 
Government. To implement this policy 
the people’s duty was to get right 
behind the Government in the National 
Savings Campaign. “Save for Victory” 
was the slogan for Australia then and 
saving did not mean transferring 
existing savings into certificates and 
bonds. It meant new savings, the 
savings which sprang from daily 
economics in the family life. 
 

If every Australian buys only the 
barest needs and places the result ant savings at the 
service of the nation, then there could be no doubt 
about the success of the savings campaign.  
 

It would ensure the safety of the nation and their own 
future security in the difficult period that would follow 
the transition from war back to a peace-time footing. If 
Australians Saved for Victory, then the future would 
be safe for the nation.  
 

By May 1942 with the HERE launching of the 
National Savings Campaign, Australians have been 
told of a new national security - the £10 National 
Savings Bonds. These bonds are certain to provide a 
popular form of savings and a means of helping 
Australia's war effort. 
 

While no person could hold more than £250 (face 
value) of war savings certiflcates, there was no limit to 
the number of £10 Ltynds which may be purchased. 
F'eatures ,worthy of mention are that the now bonds 
are free of State taxes; that they are sold for cash or £1 
deposit and £1 monthly; that banks hold them for safe 
custody free of charge; that the Interest of 3 per cent. is 
paid half-yearly (Into accounts if desired); that the 
term is 10 years; and that they may be applied for at 
any bank or Money Order Post Office.  
 

With Australia’s war bill approximating £1,000,000 a 
day, Australians cannot disregard the national need to 
save every penny, even to the point of sacrifice, and to 
lend to the Government through loans, bonds and/or 
certificates. The principal object of the National 
Savings Campaign was to induce people to reduce all 
but essential spending so that men, money and 
materials would not be diverted from the essential war 

effort. 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

HOLTERMANN'S ‘AUSTRALIAN LIFE 
PRESERVING DROPS’  BATHURST 

TESTIMONIAL 
 

Most people know Bernhardt Otto Holtermann (left)as 
the man with the giant nugget from 
Hill End who also produced home-
made remedies.  He was born in 
Germany in 1838 and later, as a young 
man, sailed to England.  Not long after 
he decided to sail to Melbourne, 
arriving on 7th August, 1858, and 
within days Bernhardt boarded another 
ship to sail to Sydney to try to meet up 
with his brother.  He arrived in the 
colony of New South Wales with 
hardly any money, what he did have he 
earned on the voyage as a waiter.   
 

He took a couple of jobs before he 
managed to get a job at the Hamburg 
Hotel in Sydney where he met a Polish 
man named Ludwig Hugo Louis 
Beyers. The two later travelled to the 

Tambaroora – Hill End area in 1861 where they 
prospected for over half a decade with little success, 
even working elsewhere to make ends meet to retain 
their claim so little did it return.     
 

Unbeknown to the two men their claim would later 
become probably the most well known, if not the most 
famous mine on the Hill End – Tambaroora goldfield 
and was known as the Beyers, Holtermann and Kerr’s 
Mine, though the latter’s name rarely appears in the 
records.  On their regular trips to Bathurst both 
Holtermann and Beyers had met two sisters who lived 
in Bathurst – they were the Emmett sisters.  One was 
named Harriett, the other Mary.  As chance would 
have it the men decided to marry their respective ladies 
on the same day – the 22nd February, 1968, with 
Bernhardt marrying Harriett and Beyers, Mary.   

 

The men decided to sell their mine in April 1872 (their 
letterhead is seen below) though fortunately they 
retained a share interest. The new owners kept looking 
for new leads and working the mine though one man 
decided to look in a new direction. Then it happened, 
about six months later - a very large 630lb nugget of 
gold was found.  It was unearthed from the bottom of a 
shaft about 130 feet down from the surface on the 
night of 19th October, 1872.  The company men had 
been blasting after hand drilling into the quartz and 
slate all day.  Newspaper men soon arrived and were 
pestering the miners as to the nugget’s dimensions, 
which were 4ft. 9in. high and 2ft. 2 in. wide with an 
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average thickness of 4 inches. 
 

Bernard Otto Holtermann offered the new company 
£10,000 for the large specimen which he thought he 
might take on the road to display, however the 
directors wanted another £2,000 so the deal fell 
through.  Holtermann and Beyers did get their share of 
the proceeds and the Holtermann got his ‘image’ due 
to some photographic skulduggery.  The 630lb 
‘Holtermann nugget’ with a bearded Holtermann 
beside it was to be the image on his later ‘Life 
Preserving Drops’ advertising posters – seen above. 
 

In 1874 Holtermann had a large new home built.  It 
was constructed with a large tower, which had as its 
main feature, an impressive stained glass window 
which depicted Holtermann with ‘his’ nugget.  The 
mansion was built at St. Leonards in North Sydney. 

 

Holtermann later made (from ingredients he ordered 
himself which he noted in his notebooks) 
Holtermann’s Life Drops, Liniment and even his own 
cough mixture.  His most famous mixture supposedly 
came from a German doctor.  Few bottles of 
Holtermann’s Australian Life Preserving Drops exist 
these days so are very rare.  History Hill near Hill End 
has two small Life Preserving Drops bottles, one is a 
‘champagne style’ and the other a ‘square schnapps’ 
style. Both bottles are embossed (in raised glass) with 
the words “Holtermann’s Australian Preserving 
Drops.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There seemed to be no end to the people who would 
write to him extolling the virtues of his products and 
one such testimonial seen below.  Mr. William Shiels 
of Bathurst and Mr. Gustevus Lachaeus of Carcoar 
also wrote in.  Usually those he was able to use in 
advertising received some free ‘samples’.  Only the 
first page of the ‘City Bank’ notepaper testimonial 

accompanies this article.                                               

 
The document goes on:-                       The City Bank  

 

Bathurst, June 14th 1875. 
   

B. O. Holtermann Esq. 
St Leonards 

 

My Dear Sir 
 

I write with the object of testifying to the value of 
your drops for asthma. 
 

I have been a sufferer from this complaint for years 
and spent large sums of money in endeavouring to 
obtain a cure. 
 

That cure I strongly believe is in your drops and I 
recommend any person afflicted as myself to try 
your remedy first. 
 

Your drops always give me fast relief in a few 
minutes  
 

Yours Faithfully  
 

J. Ashe.   
 

Note – Mr. J.J. Ashe was the manager of the City Bank 
in Bathurst during 1874/75 till Mr. F. Strachan took 
over as manager.    
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DID YOU KNOW?  
 

# in mid October 1892 Kelso residents wrote to the 
Bathurst Municipal Council to ask for the re-opening 
of the roads which had been closed of late, and 
converted into a pound paddock. They pointed out that 
the roads formed short cuts to Kelso, and to persons 
driving stock stock from the saleyards, and the closing 
of them had caused much inconvenience. The letter 
contained some 40 signatures.  
 

# after the recent heavy rain in September 1892 Hill 
End and other residents were requesting  ministers and 
members of Parliament to vote the sum required for 
the erection of the Turon River Bridge, at Wallaby 
Rocks, to be placed on the estimates that were being 
prepared at that time. As the recent floods had taken 
the causeways made by the Roads Department in the 
bed of the Turon, the crossings were worse than ever. 
Teams had to partly unload before they could cross 
over. 
   

# in January 1912 several milk vendors in the Bathurst 
district were to face the Bathurst Police Court on 
charges of having milk for sale not up to the quality 
and standard required by the Milk Act. 
 

# in January 1941 the National Advocate stated that it  
simply rains when it likes with further rain falling in 
Bathurst the previous day. During the previous month 
the men on the land were praying for rain; this month 
they were praying for the rain to stop. The rain had 
held up work in connection with the erection of the 
Munitions factory at Bathurst. It was expected that the 
Winburndale Dam would over flow shortly if the rain 
continued and the Macquarie River through Bathusrt 
was not likely to cease running during this summer. 
 

#  Did you know that on Friday, 14th January, 1888, 
the new gaol buildings on the Orange Road were 
formerly handed over by receiving the keys from the 
building contractors to Mr. Forbes, representative of 
the Government. A warder was then placed in charge 
on the site pending the receipt of further instructions 
from the Comptroller of Prisons in Sydney. At this 
time it wasn’t known when prisoners would be 
transferreed to the new facility. They had already 
decided on plans to march the prisoners to the new site 
in groups, surrounded by guards and police, from the 
old Gaol in Machattie Park up the newly completed 
facility.    
 

#  In late September 1889 the residents of O’Connell 
attempted to start a Butter Factory there, but owing to 
the depression amongst the farmers it did not meet 
with success. Eight hundred shares were deemed 
necessary but as only six hundred shares were applied 
for, due to the poor sales the Directors decided to let it 
stand until after the harvest, when they thought there 
would be no doubt it would be successfully floated. It 
would be a boon to the owners of stock in the 
O’Connell neighbourhood. It was hoped that the 

anticipations of the Directors may be realised.  
 

#  at about half-past 9 o’clock on New Year's Eve 
night, 1896, two boys were throwing stones at one 
another in Kepple Street near Mr. Mearn’s shop. A 
stone thrown by one of the boys missed its object and 
struck one of Mr. Mearn’s plate glass windows, 
breaking it beyond repair. The window was valued at 
£5 and the amount was fully covered by insurence, 
 

#  the residents were trying to establish the Rockley 
Refrigerating Company in January 1903. The 
adjourned meeting in connection with the proposed 
Rockley Co-operative Refrigerating Works was to be 
held in the Rockley School of Arts, on 31 st January at 
8 o'clock. Mr. Magill, the hon, Secretary, requested 
that intending shareholders should turn up in force in 
order to give the company a successful launching. The 
provisional directors had been appointed the previous 
Saturday and they would put the prospectus of the 
proposed company before the meeting. 
 
# in January 1926 bathurst Chenists were selling 
double-strength Kintho cream which could fade away 
freckles, leaving clear clean skin. Just one night’s 
treatment would show how easy it was to rid oneself of 
the freckles and the rough and sallow skin that made 
peoples complexion unsightly. It was easy and pleasant 
to use and was a simple, safe and sure way of 
beautifying the complexion. The product was 
guaranteed by reliable chemists to give satisfaction or 
its cost would be refunded 
 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk of the Museum during opening hours.           
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


