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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Autumn has arrived and our streets will be 
transformed into the yellow, orange and red hues as 
we move towards the cooler months. The yearly list 
of musters has been completed and includes a wide 
variety of interesting subjects.   
 

The Autumn 
Colours programme 
is out for 2016 and 
copies of the booklet 
can be collected 
from the Society or 
from the Visitor’s 
Information Centre.  
 

The booklet has 68 
pages and offers 
Music & Theatre, 
Food & Wine, 
History, Special 
Events, Art, Family, 
Markets, Fetes and 

Fairs as well as Active & Outdoors activities. A 
great deal of work and preparation has gone into the 
Autumn Colours project this year, so be sure you 
take the opportunity to learn more about Bathurst 
and what made it tick in the past.  
 

Be sure to make any of your bookings early as 
already some events are booked out.    
 

Please bring your relatives, friends and 
acquaintances to the “Open Day at the Museum” 
being held on Saturday 30th April from 10am until 
4pm. There are no entry charges on this day and the 
Society’s Museum will provide guided tours of the 
Museum, show bags, giveaways, specials in the 
Museum Bookshop, guided walks of William and 
George Streets and a self-guided tour of the 
Memorials and Monuments of Kings Parade. There 
will be a rare opportunity to see inside the War 
Memorial Carillon (charges apply).  
 

During the Open Day if you have any interesting 
family or other photos or documents that you would 
like to make available to the Society we will be 
digitally scanning old photos and documents relating 
to Bathurst and district. Members, as well as the 
general public, can donate an image to the Society – 
after scanning you can either take your original 
photo home or donate it to the Society.  A number of 

the images from last year have been researched and 
have appeared in my weekly history column in the 
Western Advocate newspaper.  

 

If you are interested in the history of the Turon 
Goldfields then head out to Sofala on 12th and 13th 
March for the ‘Rebellion on the Turon.’ The N.S.W. 
Corp of Marines is holding a weekend of colonial re-
enactments.  
 

Both days start at 10am with the canon being fired, 
but Sunday at 1pm is the re-enactment of the 
“Rebellion on the Turon” with the Turon Diggers 
uprising against the gold licensing fee and march on 
the Police Barracks. Be sure you see the 1820s canon 
(cannonade), relics and displays from the goldfields, 
old machinery, Cobb & Co coach rides, blacksmith, 
etc.   
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters 
Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Bathurst Regional Council is once again offering 
small grants under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 to assist property owners to 
repair and conserve older properties in the region. 
Owners of heritage items and owners of older 
properties are eligible to apply for funding. 
 

The Historical Society believes this is an outstanding 
initiative offered by the Council and encourages 
anyone eligible to apply for funding for repairs and 
conservation.   
 

The application form is available from Council or on 
their website and applications close on Friday 27th 
May at 5pm. 

Samantha 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
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SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR MUSTERS 
 

Please note - Monthly Musters are held now at 
the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are 
requested to bring a plate of goodies for supper. 
A donation box will be available if you wish to 
assist with the costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

12th – 13th March – Sofala - Saturday and 
Sunday – ‘Rebellion on the Turon’ – For those 
interested in Bathurst’s gold history and that of the 
Turon River and Sofala then make sure you join with 
the residents of the Turon Gold Fields and the 
N.S.W. Corp of Marines at Sofala in a weekend of 
colonial re-enactments, goldfield and colonial 
displays, Cobb & Co coach rides, blacksmith 
demonstrations, and lots more. Saturday starts at 
10am and goes to 4 pm and on Sunday 10am to 3pm. 
Note - both days start and finish with firing of the 
1820s canon (cannonade). The re-enactment of the 
“Rebellion on the Turon” with the Turon Diggers 
uprising against the gold licensing fee and march on 
the Police Barracks will occur on Sunday at 1pm.  

 
Cost, well it’s free if you can avoid the lady 
bushranger who is after your gold (coin donation) 
and the Redcoats who will pester you to take out a 
gold license. For more information contact Carlo on 
63377587 or Alan McRae on 63315404. 
 

17th March – (Thursday) - Muster – Babette 
Smith, OAM – “The Making of the Australian 
Working Class” - (by convicts who, contrary to 
expectation, even created the weekend.) Babette 
Smith is a freelance historian and prolific writer who 
also holds the position of Adjunct Lecturer to the 
University of New England. Drawing on her 
research for “The Luck of the Irish”, historian 
Babette Smith argues that penal conditions created 
the strength and culture of the Australian working 
class. 

 

Researching the fate of 250 Irish prisoners whose 
convict ship was wrecked on the N.S.W. coast, 
Babette Smith reached some surprising conclusions 
about the penal colony and its convict workforce. 
Her book “The Luck of the Irish” was awarded the 
NSW Premier's History Prize (regional & 
community history) in 2015. Numbers of Irish 
convicts were sent to Bathurst in the early days 
where many ended up getting respectable jobs and 
responsible positions.  

       

21st April (Thursday) – Muster – Andrew 
Fletcher - “World War 1 - A Statistical look at 
Bathurst Contribution”. Andrew has for some time 
been working on those volunteers from Bathurst and 
district during the Great War when local young men 
volunteered to serve on the Western Front in France 
and Belgium as well as Gallipoli and the Middle 
East.  
 

30th April (Saturday) - Open 
Day at the Museum! Saturday 
from 10am until 4pm, the Society 
Museum will be open with free 
admission, guided tours of the 
Museum, show bags, giveaways, 
specials in the Museum 
Bookshop, guided walks of 
William and George Streets and a 

self-guided tour of the Memorials and Monuments of 
Kings Parade including an opportunity to see inside 
the War Memorial Carillon (charges apply). We will 
also be scanning in any old photos and documents 
relating to Bathurst and district. Members, as well as 
the general public, wishing to donate an image to the 
Society can bring them in and they will be scanned 
after which you can take your original photo home 
or donate it to the Society.  Come and support your 
Society - bring your family and friends and enjoy a 
great day out! 
 

8th to 15th May Special Exhibition ‘Once Upon A 
Time’ - A lovely temporary exhibition is planned to 
co-inside with Mother's Day this year – ‘Once Upon 
A Time’ will showcase the Society’s collection of 
baby’s and children’s clothes, toys and memorabilia 
from 1880 to 1960’s. Featuring exquisite christening 
gowns, Depression era clothes and toys, charming 
outfits and more. This exhibition will feature at the 
Museum in Russell Street. Bring your Nan, your 
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Mum and your kids and have a look at what we wore 
way back when. Museum entry applies, special 
exhibition hours - Tuesday to Sunday 10am - 4pm 
 

19th May (Thursday) – Muster - Keith Painter - 
“Mount Victoria’s 1920s Chert Bubble.”  Have 
you ever noticed a concrete structure high up on the 
hillside as you drive up the lower section of Victoria 
Pass? And you wondered what it was? Or have you 
seen the two large concrete blocks in the bush not far 
from the railway line on the eastern side of Mount 
Victoria and puzzled over their purpose? Both are 
connected with 1920s chert ventures at Mount 
Victoria. One operation was a company, the other 
the Blue Mountains Shire Council. The Chert Road 
Metal and Timber Company Limited constructed an 
incline railway, the Shire used Sentinel Steam 
Waggons. Raglan resident Keith Painter has spent a 
lot of time researching the history of these ventures 
and recording it in two books “The Chert Bubble, 
Volume 1 - The Company” and “The Chert Bubble, 
Volume 2 - The Shire”. 
 
4th June (Saturday) – BUS TRIP to YOUNG – 
This trip will take in the Lambing Flat Chinese 
Tribute Garden, “Iandra Castle”, the Lambing Flat 
Folk Museum and Murringo.  
 

The bus leaves from 
the rear McDonald’s 
carpark at 7.30am 
(home about 6pm) 
and costs around $75 
(confirm cost when 
booking.) The trip 
includes morning 
and afternoon tea, as 
well as lunch.  The 
Lambing Flat 

Chinese Tribute Garden is a place of serenity with 
pretty gardens serving both as a memorial for 
Young’s turbulent Chinese history and a celebration 
of a unique relationship with a faraway country. 
Iandra Castle was established by George Henry 
Greene from 1878 - 1911, and was modelled on the 
English Manor System. Greene pioneered share 
farming in N.S.W. in 1892, and soon after the turn of 
the century, the Iandra estate produced the largest 
yield of wheat for that time - 100,000 bags. 
Murringo was laid out by surveyors in 1849 and is 
thought to be called after the famous Napoleonic 
Battle of Marengo. In 1926 the local post office 
changed its name and the village became Murringo. 
In the 1860s, bushrangers used it as a hideout from 
the troopers who were searching for them. The 
Lambing Flat Folk Museum is situated in the old 
school built in 1883 where you will find rare and 
intriguing items from the past.  
 

16th June – Muster - Graham Wilcox, “From 
Convicts to Constitution - The Story of a Colonial 

Family” Graham will tell us about the family of 
James Rutledge who arrived in New South Wales as 
a free settler from Ireland. Two years later he 
married Lucy Ann Field, a granddaughter of two 
convicts. James had decided to migrate to the 
Southern Colonies after the death of his father, the 
subsequent loss of his farm and the worsening 
conditions that were leading to the Great Potato 
Famine in Ireland. 
 

21st July – Muster - Paul Storm – “The Hennings 
and Bathurst.” Rachel Henning wrote a series of 
letters that described Bathurst as “an ugly place 
enough, all brick and dust.” She even said her 
sister’s house “is not beautiful”. Rachel was born in 
April 1826, arrived in Australia in 1854, returned to 
England in 1856, and settled permanently in 
Australia in 1861. She died in 1914. Her sister 
Amelia (“Amy”) was born in March 1832 and 
arrived in Australia with Rachel in October 1854. In 
September 1855 Amy married Thomas Sloman, a 
banker in Bathurst, N.S.W. and travelled to Bathurst 
which became her home.   
 

18th August (Thursday) - Annual General 
Meeting of the Bathurst District Historical 
Society in the Museum in Russell Street at 
7.30pm. As usual various reports will be presented 
and elections take place.     

    

15th September (Thursday) - Muster - Rob 
McLachlan – “Headline Bathurst” A fascinating 
talk that will focus on key moments in Bathurst’s 
history that changed Australia, if not the world.  
 

20th October (Thursday) – David Bullock - 
“Lower Havannah Street”. The lower end of 
Havannah Street has changed vastly over the 
decades with brickworks, foundries, gardens, etc.  
 

17th November (Thursday) – Chris Stewart - “4 
lives, 4 stories.” Hear about a Bathurst Catholic 
Priest, Prime Minister's Secretary, Matilda Stone - a 
life of 105 years celebrated and Euphemia Ruth 
Horton – psychiatric hospital nurse 1920s.  
 

1st December (Thursday) - BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party at the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, 
bring your family and any guests. Also please bring 
a plate of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP 
to the front desk on 63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au 
by 28th November, 2016, to assist with organising. 

ooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooo 
 

WARTIME  IN  BATHURST - WW2 
 

When Japan entered the Second World War in 
December 1941 Australians began to worry that our 
nation could be invaded. Almost immediately the 
‘National Emergency Services’ saw to it that leaflets 
were distributed at meetings and instruction 
evenings on how residents were to protect 
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themselves against enemy air raids though they 
referred to them as ‘aerial invasion’ at the time.  

 

Warden Keith Richard Brown standing in Russell 

Street in 1942. Keith was a Maintenance Carpenter 

at Tremain’s Flour Mill so was not allowed to 

enlist.  
 

Blackout restrictions were the first things instigated 
and residents were instructed as to what they had to 
do and what material was required. It was pointed 
out that during a raid it was of the utmost importance 
that any invading airmen could not see any of the 
lights of Bathurst. Dark blinds, thick curtains and 
similar material were ideal for main outside used 
doors and lower windows whilst skylights, fan lights 
and the glass in doors could be blacked out using 
blackout paint or pasting them over with thick paper.  
  

Bathurst residents had already been warned to give 
some thought as to which room in the house was to 
be their refuge room. They were to keep in mind 
problems such as gas, simple fire appliances and 
food. Plans were to include children, the elderly, 
invalids, and the household pets that could be sent to 
a place of greater safety within the home when 
danger threatened. Citizens were advised not to run 
into the open street during an air raid.  
 

The Government also advised that they would issue 
gas respirators to the public in an emergency to 
ensure fresh air for breathing and protect their eyes, 
mouth, nose and lungs however this was a furphy as 
there were inadequate supplies. People bought their 
own leading to a black-market in respirators.  
  

The choosing and preparation of a ‘refuge room’ was 
paramount and was to be chosen with an aim                 
to protect people from flying splinters and debris and 
prevent any gasses such as mustard gas from seeping 
in.  Refuge rooms were not to be on the top floor as 
incendiary bombs could penetrate the roof but as 
most Bathurst homes were single storey that was 
impossible. Basements and cellars were considered 
ideal by authorities. The room should have the 

strongest walls, floor and ceiling. Solid walls of 
brick were better than timber and a room within the 
home away from outside walls was also a 
preference. Rooms were not just for the use during 
the few minutes of the air raid but could go on for 
hours until the all clear, especially if gas had been 
dropped.  
 

A room with a ceiling of 8 to 10 feet was ideal and 
was needed for ventilation. A room 10 ft. by 10 ft. 
could hold five persons, a room 20 ft. by 12 ft. 
would accommodate twenty people.  

 

Several pamphlets were produced to give out to the 
public, in many case produced by each State 
Government. Above, drawing 1 and 2 show how a 
door was to be covered and sealed whilst still 
leaving the door handle accessible if needed. Figure 
3 shows the window of the ‘refuge room’. Figure 4 
shows how sandbags could be placed to protect the 
window opening of the refuge room.   
 

Residents were advised to block up any air-vents and 
interior ventilators around one’s refuge room. Stout 
paper was to be glued to the floor to seal any holes 
in the floorboards. Fireplaces were to be sealed with 
plywood and put adhesive tape around the edges for 
a good seal. The chimney was to be blocked at the 
top. Several men’s groups from Bathurst churches 
went around assisting with these jobs for the elderly 
and infirmed, as did the local Scouts.  
 

Windows were to be wedged for a firm seal before 
pasting paper strips along every crack. Broken or 
crack panes were to be boarded over. Each pain 
should have glued paper on it to prevent splinters of 
glass flying around.     
 

Citizens were advised to get a selection of candles 
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and matches, a candle lamp or electric torch, hand 
lamp and spare batteries. Get supplies of gummed 
paper, adhesive tape and scissors, old newspapers, 
brown paper, blackout paper, clean rags and a 
hammer and nails. The newspaper and clean rags 
were to seal any cracks in the room to prevent any 
dangerous gasses entering. Also some needles, 
cotton and thread, as well as a first-aid box and 
supplies and a bottle of disinfectant. Tins and jars for 
the storing of non-perishable foods. Containers of 
water, not for just drinking but washing and 
firefighting. Games, playing cards and books along 
with writing material, children’s toys to pass the 
time were advised as well as sleeping materials, 
blankets and pillows. Ideally the room should also 
have a table and chairs, plates, cups, cutlery, tin 
opener, tins of food, soap and towels, a screen and 
temporary toilet facility. A wireless receiving set 
was considered useful, not only to listen to news 
bulletins but to help while away the time. People 
were advised to use an electric jug and not have any 
fires in the room using oxygen.  
 

Upon hearing the air-raid siren everyone was to go 
immediately to their refuge room. One person was to 
close all doors and windows and turn off all lights 
except in the refuge room. Extinguish all fires with 
earth, sand or salt and turn off heaters and turn off 
the gas at the meter. If there was time fill the bath 
with water. When everyone is in the refuge room 
seal up the main door.  
 

After the all clear the person in charge should put on 
their respirator and inspect the house and investigate 
that it is safe for the others to come out.   
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

CHATELAINE HAS LINKS TO BATHURST 
 

In the last twelve 
months an 
interesting item 
has come to light 
with a Bathurst 
connection. It is a 
chatelaine which 
was an elaborate 
metal clasp which 
hooked onto a 
leather belt or 
was tied around 
the waist with 
chains for 
suspending small 
objects which 
would have been 

useful around the household. It would be carried by a 
woman in authority in the household. Items such as a 
thimble, scissors, watch, sewing kit, keys, a seal to 
seal letters or a vinaigrette which was a small bottle 
which contained smelling salts was included. Some 
had added items such as a small purse, pill box, 

notepad, button hook, whistle and in rare cases a pair 
of glasses in a case. The chatelaines were worn 
mainly by women especially in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Many were made in Sterling silver and the 
common ones were made of copper. 
 

It is about 21cm long and the 3 rings are all inscribed 
on one side: “Bathurst Amateur Art Society 1889, 
1st Prize” – see photo below. It has 6 metal maker’s 
stamps on the back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

THE  BATHURST  GIANT 
 

Bathurst at one time could boast a man with a 
magnificent physique. He stood at six feet six inches 
(198 cm) high and weighed in at seventeen stone 
(108 kg), in fact one could almost say that with his 
golden flowing hair and trimmed beard he could 
have been mistaken as a reincarnation of one of the 
‘gods’ of the Vikings.  
 

George Bonnor, a popular and proud Bathurstian, 
operated a business as a produce merchant. He was 
assisted by his wife Sarah Ann, née Holmes. Our 
giant wasn’t George Bonner but his son, George 
John Bonnor who had been born in Bathurst in 
February, 1855.  
 

He started playing club cricket in Sydney in the late 
1870s and represented both Victoria and New South 
Wales at state level. Later he moved to Orange in 
1887, where he was employed by Wright Heaton and 
Co. He resided with his brother, James Bonnor, at 
Strathroy in East Orange. 
 

George went on to be a very confident cricketer and 
possibly the biggest hitter in cricket history, in one 
case over 155 meters. Before long he was referred to 
as ‘The Colonial Hercules’.  
 

The famous Dr. W.G. Grace once wrote “he is of the 
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grandest specimens of humanity that ever stepped 
onto a cricket field.” 
 

In all, he played seventeen Test matches for 
Australia and was a member of the side that defeated 
England at The Oval in August 
1882, initiating ‘The Ashes’ Test 
series. Bonnor was noted for his 
fielding, specifically his ability to 
throw a cricket ball a distance of 
over 100 yards, and was also 
considered the game’s biggest 
hitter, on one occasion in 1880 
hitting the ball so high that he 
completed three runs before being 
caught out.  
 

Duke and Son in England 
manufactured bats, balls and 
associated cricket needs. The 
popularity of the Duke balls not 
only saw them used in England 
but around the colonies - 
including the Great South Land. 
Duke’s products were to be 
successful at the exhibitions in 
Sydney in 1879, Melbourne in 
1880 and in Adelaide in 1881, 
where they won medals constantly. A timber display 
board of their cricketing equipment was sent to 
Sydney for the 1879 Sydney International 
Exhibition, at which they would win a silver medal. 
They constantly won medals, both 
silver and copper, including the 
one on the right at the Colonial 
and Indian Exhibition medal in 
London in 1886.  
 

George was presented with two of 
the Duke and Son cricket bats and 
as was standard practice it was 
branded “J. Duke, Penshurst.” 
George once stated he preferred 
the cricket balls made by the 
company. Duke’s cricket balls 
were made in a number of 
qualities – Duke’s Special “Royal 
Crown” balls with the name Royal 
Arms; Dukes No 1 Men’s “Best” 
treble Seam Match balls; Royal 
Arms Duke’s No 2 Men’s “Super” Treble Seam 
Match balls and Prince of Wales feather emblem 
Duke’s No 3 Men’s “Pkd” Treble Seam Match balls. 
 

Playing in the Orange cricket competition in 1890 
Bonnor lifted a ball out of Wade Park, which cleared 
Piesley Street and landed in a coal train headed for 
Bourke, where the ball was subsequently recovered. 
 

He retired from first class cricket in 1891, having 
scored 4,820 runs at an average of 21.23. 
Unfortunately George suffered from a heart 

condition in his later life, however he continued 
working as a produce merchant and buyer. He never 
married and died at East Orange on 27th June, 1912. 
There was a large turnout for the funeral and cortege 

out to the Baptist cemetery. 
 

One obituary described him as 
“one of the most attractive figures 
seen on any cricket field in the 
world. For a man of such gigantic 
proportion his activity was 
astounding”.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

FLINTLOCK  PISTOLS 
ABOUT  IN  GOVERNOR 

MACQUARIE’S  TIME 
 

Whilst not a military issue 
flintlock pistol, see page 7 on left, 
many early settlers would have 
carried one of these depending on 
where they lived in the Colony of 
New South Wales. Within a 
decade of Governor Macquarie 
declaring the township of 
Bathurst on 7th May, 1815, 
numbers of firearms using the 
new next generation percussion-

cap lock firing system were being shipped into the 
colony. In fact flintlock firearms were still being 
used after payable gold was discovered at Bathurst in 

the 1850s and 1860s. Both 
these types of firearms were 
later superseded by arms 
using cartridges.  
 

The flintlock mechanism 
utilised a piece of hand-
trimmed rock – flint to 
make a spark and ignite the 
powder. Soldiers and 
shooters had to ensure they 
kept their flint correctly 
maintained. If the user 
failed to nap their flint 
properly it wouldn’t 
produce a suitable spark and 
the firearm could misfire.  
 

The flintlock system had 
been developed by the beginning of the 17th century.  
Prior to this there had been a series of systems 
developed which included – matchlock, doglock and 
wheellock technology.  
 

Around the middle of the 1600s many of the Armies 
in Europe had adopted flintlock muskets for their 
soldiers. The Army in England saw the benefits and 
the system was fitted for their “Brown Bess” musket. 
All were muzzle loaders as were the pistols with the 
mechanism. Pistols were used for closer up defence 
in conjunction with a sword in the hand.   
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The flintlock’s popularity soon came about as it was 
considered ‘reliable’ and was cheaper to operate than 
previous firearms.  These firearms needed to be well 
cleaned after use or they could corrode as the black 
powder incorporated sulphur in the mix.  
 

The designers and manufacturers of flintlock 
muskets invariably made them with a large calibre 
giving them an effective range around about 200 to 
300 feet. The military muskets (about five or six feet 
in length) were deliberately kept to around ten 
pounds in weight as they would be too heavy 
especially when fitted with a bayonet as they usually 
were for battle. Bayonets could be some 18 to 22 
inches long. Close hand to hand fighting meant that 
bayonets could be responsible for a third or even 
greater numbers of battlefield casualties. Muskets 
were loaded with a round lead ball, however if it was 
used for hunting then they were usually loaded with 
shot. Well trained soldiers could fire their rifles 3 or 
4 times each minute.  
 

To load a flintlock one pulled back the pistol 
hammer to half-cock. Then the powder was poured 
on to the priming pan before the frizzen was pulled 
up to close off the pan. Powder was then poured into 
the barrel in a measured amount before dropping in 
the ball which was then rammed down and secured 
with a cartridge paper. The hammer would then be 
pulled backwards to full-cock. It was now ready to 
fire so that when the trigger was pulled the sparks 
from the piece of flint would set off the priming pan 
powder then the in-barrel charge and the lead ball 
would be propelled down the barrel towards what 
was being shot at…. well hopefully.  
 

Unfortunately misfires were commonplace and there 
were accidental firings – one problem being any 
embers in the barrel from the previous firing could 
set off powder as the firearm was reloaded. The 
system had other problems especially in wet weather 
with moisture being an issue with the powder and 
with the frizzen reloading soldiers on the battlefield 
had to make sure sparks from their musket didn’t 
ignite the next soldier’s powder as he reloaded. 
 

Early on musket manufacturers realised the necessity 
of making accessories out of brass so to avoid sparks 
or static electricity. Items such as funnels, powder 
flasks and measures were made. Later soldiers were 
issued with small pre-made paper packets containing 

the measured amount of powder and the lead ball 
which could be rammed down the barrel thus 
speeding up the loading procedure.  
 

It was a Frenchman who designed the flintlock 
mechanism. Marin le 
Bourgeoys showed 
King Louis XIII his 
idea shortly after 
1610.  
 

One of the knapped 
flints from a flintlock 
which was found in 
Dunbar wreck that 

sank on the night of 20th August, 1857.   
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

POPULAR JEWELLER LEAVES BATHURST 
 

In January 1887 Chapman Jacobs was advertising 
his business as a practical Chronometer, Watch and 
Clock Maker as well as a Masonic Jeweller and 
Optician. He had trained in London before 
immigrating to Australia where he operated under 
the appointment to His Excellency Sir George F. 
Bowen, K.O.B., and late Governor of New Zealand. 
 

He stated that he stocked all kinds of watches, 
clocks, jewellery, musical boxes as well as doing 
repairs on the shortest notice and guaranteed at 50 
per cent cheaper than any house in Bathurst. He 
always had a large sign stating his prices – watches 
cleaned from 5 shillings, main springs 5 shillings, 
clocks cleaned from 3 shillings and sixpence, clock 
mainsprings 3 shillings and sixpence and watch 
glasses ninepence.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other items in stock was a range of best pins to 
brooches from sixpence and best silver Waltham 
Lever Watches 60 shillings. Large 8-day Striking 
Clocks were 22 shillings and sixpence, Nickel Alarm 
clocks ninepence with Lady’s watches 27 shillings 
and sixpence, Working Men’s watches 27 shillings 
and gold Chronographs for sporting men 90 
shillings, all of which were all warranted. He always 
claimed he was the “Cheap Watchmaker”. Electro 
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silvering and gilding was offered on the premises. 
Mr. Jacobs located his business next door to 
Fitzpatrick’s Drapery, in George Street, and opposite 
St. Stephen’s Church.  
 

He later moved to the corner of William and Howick 
Streets and had in stock for Christmas in 1894 
several trays containing a number of gold bangles 
and gold signet rings. Several months before 
Christmas he was selling photographic breastpins, 
miniature photo lockets and other brooches, Alberts 
and other chains. More splendid styles of ear-rings 
had arrived in the newest and most classic designs. 
 

In the Bathurst Times on 20th November, 1895, the 
first of several auction advertisements appeared for 
Mr. Chapman Jacob’s Jewellery Shop as he was 
planning to retire the following year.  

 

By 14th January 1896 the Bathurst Free Press noted 
under “Selling Off.: - Speculators, house holders and 
those on the lookout for bargains are reminded that 
T. Durack and Co hold without reserve a clearing-
out sale at Mr. Chapman Jacobs’ shop, William-
street, to-morrow, at 2 o’clock.  
 

Mr. Jacobs was selling up the whole of his furniture 
and effects such as a nearly new iron piano which 
had initially cost him £55. He had wardrobes, 
chiffoniers, chests of drawers, single and double 
bedsteads, toilet tables, a splendid Eureka stove, 
sofas, floor cloths, pictures, crockery, cutlery, 
glassware, kitchen utensils, a large Globe of the 
World, safe, several splendid clocks, glass cases and 
a splendid violin and case.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

STILL NEED HELP WITH OLD 
GOVERNMENT COTTAGE BICENTENNIAL 

GARDEN 
 

We are still in need of gardeners who can help the 
Bathurst District Historical Society maintain the 
bicentennial heritage garden at Old Government 
Cottage. The Bathurst Garden Club took on the 
project to design, plan and construct the new garden. 
All of the establishment work has now been 
completed and we need people to assist with 
maintenance.  
  

At present there will be a coordinator at the garden 
on the first Monday of each month from 9am for a 
working bee to keep the garden in its prime. 
However we know this may not always be possible 
to attend so once you have attended a couple of 
times you can come at any time and know what is 
needed. Peter Varman is prepared to give an 
overview and the types of things that need to be 
done. Remember the job is not onerous once you 
have received some guidelines. Green thumbs are 
not essential and most tools, fertilisers and other 
items are there already for use by gardening 
volunteers. The watering system is automatic which 
is very handy.     
  

CAN YOU HELP – PLEASE 
 

Please call in and leave your name at the museum, or 
phone 63315404 or email amcrae@lisp.com.au  
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $20 single and $32 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am-2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage and Bicentennial 

Garden, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            

 
Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


