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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Welcome to Member’s newsletter number 105 for
the time period January to March. I trust that
everyone enjoyed the Christmas and New Year
festivities including the Society’s Christmas Party,
they certainly seem to come around very quickly.
(Carol Churches and Fran Hickson below.) As you
can see later in this newsletter there are plenty of
activities on for the next few months.

The Society’s new president, Samantha Friend, is
settling in well with her new and busy routine. She is
busy working on the programme for ‘Museum Open
Day’ which will occur on 30th April (Saturday). The
Museum will be open from 10am till 4pm with free
admission, guided tours of the Museum, show bags,
giveaways, specials in the Museum Bookshop,
guided walks of both William and George Streets
and a self-guided tour of the Memorials and
Monuments of Kings Parade, including an
opportunity to see inside the War Memorial Carillon.
Charges will apply for the Carillon. So be sure to put
this event in your diary and support your Society.
Also bring your family and friends and enjoy a great
day out!

We are after someone to train up to assist in doing
house reports for the Society. This would involve an
investigative streak, an organised mind and
preferably some local knowledge. Call in and see
Samantha Friend initially.

The decision by the Committee to change the venue
for the Society’s Monthly Musters (guest speakers)
has proved to be most beneficial. The larger venue
was necessary to accommodate the increased
numbers attending these monthly events. Seen below
left, is part of the crowd of members and others at
the talk by Mark Gordon titled “A Leap of Faith -
The Pioneers of Teapot Swamp and Moorilda.” The
book of the same title was written by Sandra
Retallack of Newbridge but as she was not available
till later in the evening Mark Gordon, who edited the
book and had relations in the area, stood in very
capably to tell some of the stories of the Teapot
Swamp/Moorilda area. Both Mark and Sandra are
descended from David Gordon of Poor Man’s
Hollow and Alexander Crilly.

Just a reminder for members of the opening times of
the Bathurst District Historical Society Museum and
Bookshop in Russell Street are now — Tuesday to
Friday 10am - 4pm and Saturday and Sunday 11am -
2pm. The Old Government Cottage Museum and
Colonial Garden at 16 Stanley Street are open every
Sunday from 12 noon to 4pm.

For those members who have not visited ‘Old
Government Cottage’ since last October should go
down down and see the new interpretive
photographic display that has been erected there.

The display tells the story of Bathurst’s early history
from the Wiradjuri caretakers to the crossing of the
Blue Mountains, Oxley’s visit to find a route and see
what was on the other side of the mountains, Cox’s
Road, Bathurst convict settlement through to the
history behind ‘Old Government Cottage’.

An auto-change video screen has been installed to
show a series of early photographs of Bathurst, some
of which were featured in the successful Snapshots



in Time Exhibition in May last year. These images
are titled and change every few seconds. By the end
of January all the Society’s collection on display
there will have been captioned thus giving
information on each item. Why not pack your lunch
or afternoon tea and bring your chair and enjoy it
down in the garden.

Have you seen the new Bathurst’s cobbler’s bench
(above) at ‘Old Government Cottage’ yet?

One immediate need is for volunteers to assist with
the garden maintenance at ‘Old Government
Cottage’, and volunteers to open on Sunday arvos.

GENTLE EXERCISES FOR THE OVER 50s

The title looks good but the Bathurst District
Historical Society needs your help. In 2013 the
Society undertook to put in a heritage garden at ‘Old
Government Cottage’. The Bathurst Garden Club
took on the project to design, plan and construct the
new garden. At the time a number of people said
they would be prepared to assist maintain it when the
time came. For most of last year I have asked for
volunteers to give a couple of hours a month to keep
it looking neat and tidy. All of the establishment
work has now been completed and we need people

to assist with maintenance.
[
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At present there will be a coordinator at the garden
on the first Monday of each month from 9am for a
working bee to keep the garden in its prime.
However we know this may not always be possible
to attend so once you have attended a couple of
times you can come at any time and know what is

needed. Peter Varman is prepared to give an
overview and the types of tasks that need to be done.

Remember the job is not onerous once you have
received some guidelines. Green thumbs are not
essential and most tools, fertilisers and other items
are there already for use by gardening volunteers.
The watering system is automatic which is very
handy.

Over the year there is often home grown produce to
be picked and taken home by the volunteer helpers.

CAN YOU HELP - PLEASE

Please call in and leave your name at the museum,
phone 63315404 or email amcrae @lisp.com.au

By now most of you will have seen the new H.D.
video security system that has been installed at the
Museum in Russell Street. This is part of the
Society’s upgraded security system which is in place
24 hours a day.

We are still on the lookout for people to volunteer to
help keep both the Museum and ‘Old Government
Cottage’ open and operational to the public. If you
have 3 hours to spare once or twice a month or a
Sunday afternoon every two or three months please
phone me 63315404 or email amcrae @lisp.com.au

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters
Editor
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

"After a very hectic year for the Society and the
community in 2015, the Committee is keen to catch
up with some Society housekeeping.

We will be having a solid push for more volunteers
in a number of capacities - if you would like to know
more about what's available, please get in touch with
a member of the Committee.

There will be a range of exciting new temporary
displays in the Museum and there are already some
activities and events planned for members and
volunteers - please keep an eye on the emails and
newsletters for details of these and other happenings



and remember to book early as all our activities and
events are very popular!"”

The new Museum sign on the Court House fence
(courtesy Tim Sergeant) has been erected — check it
out! Samantha
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SOCIETY MONTHLY MUSTERS
& ACTIVITIES

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR MUSTERS

Please note - Monthly Musters are held now at
the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street,
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of
having supper afterwards and people are
requested to bring a plate of goodies for supper.
A donation box will be available if you wish to
assist with the costs of renting.

For further information please contact Chris
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.

31st January (Sunday) Twilight Picnic from Spm
at the former All Hallows Convent and school on
Lloyds Road. Hear about the early years and some
of the tales that surround this religious and
educational establishment. Established by the
Dominican Sisters the buildings have undergone a
change in use since it closed down as a school.

Reports of the Annual Prize Day at All Hallows
College in Bathurst on 22nd December, 1938, saw
the then Bishop of Bathurst, Right Rev. J. Norton,
D.D., present the prizes at the annual speech day.
Along with religious dignitaries and many parents of
the boys, friends and well-wishers of the college, His
Lordship congratulated the prize winners and also
the boys who had taken part in the religious play that
had been presented to the gathering on the day. The
year had seen very thoughtful and capable training

on the part of the Dominican nuns and he was happy g
with the year that had seen consistent and enduring |

progress, stating that the increase in numbers was
most gratifying.
of the history of this little known Bathurst historic
site that was built in 1930 and closed in 1975.

Members please bring your family and invited
friends, your own tea, drinks and rugs/chairs etc.
for a delightful picnic at Spm.

18th February (Thursday) Muster — ‘Show and
Tell Evening’ — bring along one or two of your
treasured items and talk for a minute on each item.
With Bathurst marking 200 years last year there
seems to be renewed interest in those historic and
interesting items from the past sitting in people’s
cupboards.

12th — 13th March - Saturday and Sunday -
‘Rebellion on the Turon’ — For those interested in
Bathurst’s gold history and that of the Turon River
and Sofala then make sure you join with the
residents of the Turon Gold Fields and the N.S.W.
Corp of Marines in a weekend of colonial re-
enactments and colonial displays. Saturday starts at
10am and goes to 4 pm and on Sunday 10am to 3pm.
Note - both days start and finish with firing of the
1820s canon (cannonade). The re-enactment of the
“Rebellion on the Turon” with the Turon Diggers
uprising against the gold licensing fee and march on
the Police Barracks will occur on Sunday at 1pm.
Cost, well it’s free if you can avoid the lady
bushranger who is after your gold (coin donation)
and the Redcoats who will pester you to take out a
gold license. For more information contact Carlo on
63377587 or Alan McRae on 63315404.

17th March — Muster — Babette Smith, OAM -
“The Making of the Australian Working Class” -
(by convicts who, contrary to expectation, even
created the weekend.) Babette Smith is a freelance
historian and prolific writer who also holds the
position of Adjunct Lecturer to the University of

So come along and hear some |

New England. Drawing on
her research for “The Luck
of the Irish”, historian
Babette Smith argues that
penal conditions created the
strength and culture of the
Australian working class.

Researching the fate of 250
Irish  prisoners  whose
. convict ship was wrecked on
the N.S.W. coast, Babette

Srmth reached some surprising conclusions about the

penal colony and its convict workforce. Her book
“The Luck of the Irish” was awarded the NSW
Premier's History Prize (regional & community



history) in 2015. Numbers of Irish convicts were
sent to Bathurst in the early days where many ended
up getting respectable jobs and responsible positions.

21st April (Thursday) — Muster — Andrew
Fletcher - “World War 1 - A Statistical look at
Bathurst Contribution”. Andrew has for some time
been working on those volunteers from Bathurst and
district during the Great War when local young men
volunteered to serve on the Western Front in France
and Belgium as well as Gallipoli and the Middle
East.

30th April (Saturday) - Open
Day at the Museum! Saturday
from 10am until 4pm, the Society
Museum will be open with free
admission, guided tours of the
Museum, showbags, giveaways,
specials in  the  Museum
#8 Bookshop, guided walks of
-2 William and George Streets and a
self gulded tour of the Memorials and Monuments of
Kings Parade including an opportunity to see inside
the War Memorial Carillon (charges apply). Come
and support your Society - bring your family and
friends and enjoy a great day out!

8th to 15th May Special Exhibition ‘Once Upon A
Time’ - A lovely temporary exhibition is planned to
co-incide with Mother's Day this year — ‘Once Upon
A Time’ will showcase the Society’s collection of
baby’s and children’s clothes, toys and memorabilia
from 1880 to 1960’s. Featuring exquisite christening
gowns, Depression era clothes and toys, charming
outfits and more, this exhibition will feature at the
Museum in Russell Street. Bring your Nan, your
Mum and your kids and have a look at what we wore
way back when. Museum entry applies, special
exhibition hours - Tuesday to Sunday 10am - 4pm

19th May (Thursday) — Muster - Keith Painter -
“Mount Victoria’s 1920s Chert Bubble.” Have
you ever noticed a concrete structure high up on the
hillside as you drive up the lower section of Victoria
Pass? And you wondered what it was? Or have you
seen the two large concrete blocks in the bush not far
from the railway line on the eastern side of Mount
Victoria and puzzled over their purpose? Both are
connected with 1920s chert ventures at Mount

Victoria. One operation was a company, the other
the Blue Mountains Shire Council. The Chert Road
Metal and Timber Company Limited constructed an
incline railway, the Shire used Sentinel Steam
Waggons. Raglan resident Keith Painter has spent a
lot of time researching the history of these ventures
and recording it in two books “The Chert Bubble,
Volume 1 - The Company” and “The Chert Bubble,
Volume 2 - The Shire”.

16th June — Muster - Paul Storm - title to be
announced.

21st July — Muster - Graham Wilcox, “From
Convicts to Constitution - The Story of a Colonial
Family” Graham will tell us about the family of
James Rutledge who arrived in New South Wales as
a free settler from Ireland. Two years later he
married Lucy Ann Field, a granddaughter of two
convicts. James had decided to migrate to the
Southern Colonies after the death of his father, the
subsequent loss of his farm and the worsening
conditions that were leading to the Great Potato
Famine in Ireland.

18th August - Annual General Meeting of the
Bathurst District Historical Society in the
Museum in Russell Street at 7.30pm. As usual
various reports will be presented and elections take

place.
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Yetholme Coo-EE Marchers
We will remember them
By Andrew Fletcher

100 years ago on 29th October, 1915, the Coo-ee
marchers arrived at Yetholme, after having set off
from Gilgandra on 10th October, 1915, led by
Captain William (Bill) Thomas Hitchen. As they
marched along the marchers shouted "cooee" to
attract the local residents and encourage them to
come along to their recruiting meeting later in the
day. When they arrived at Yetholme (photo above)
they were formally welcomed by the local recruiting
Association and the Shire Council before being
invited to have dinner and stay in the local school
room and grounds. They then conducted a recruiting
meeting, had dinner and mixed with the local
residents. That evening four men decided to join up.



On Sunday evening, 1st November, 2015, the
marchers from 2015 Coo-ee march reenactment
reached Yetholme around 1600hrs. As the crowd
gathered in expectation you could hear in the
distance the “Coo-ee” call, just as their forebears had
done 100 year ago. As they approached the village
they still set a cracking pace, even after marching
from Bathurst via Tarana that day.

When they arrived at Yetholme they were welcomed
by a gathering of local residents and others, as was
the case 100 year ago. Norm Blomfield, President of
the Yetholme Progress Association and lan North,
Deputy Mayor of Bathurst Regional Council
formally welcomed them to Yetholme and thanked
them for their efforts in this reenactment and
encouraged them on their journey to Sydney. The
Master of Ceremonies, Bruce Irvine said “this was a
big event for Yetholme 100 years ago as it is today”.

The marchers assembled in front of the Yetholme
War Memorial near the original school house as a
plaque to commemorate the centenary of the
recruitment marches that passed through Yetholme
during World War 1 was unveiled. The marchers
expelled loud “Coo-ee” in recognition of the
welcome and words of encouragement and support.

Following this they were provided dinner and
somewhere to rest the night before continuing their
journey to Sydney.

Lest we forget
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“OLD PROPERTIES” BUS TRIP

(From Chris Stewart) On Saturday 21st November
last year Jeff McSpedden, Chris Stewart and Betty
Beasley conducted yet another popular Bathurst
District Historical Society bus tour. They visited
historic rural properties and Yuranigh’s grave — a
very interesting site. The properties included were
“Amaroo”, “Geneffe” and “Gamboola”.

We had morning tea was at Borenore Caves picnic
area, where a delicious morning tea with fresh billy
tea was served up. A highlight was a surprise

birthday cake for Carol Whyte, long time tour
supporter and volunteer with BDHS.

We criss-crossed our way around the country side
and even tasted the delights of a local Molong ice
cream shop. Some information of the locations
follow, not necessarily in order.

We visited Amaroo which is situated on Gundagai
Road at Junee. The ‘Amaroo’ story began when
James Keenan arrived in 1825, aged 25. The area
around Amaroo was not supposed to be settled in
1848.

The origins and age of this station seem to be a
mystery but 12,000 acres of ‘The Cheeseman’s
Creek’ run was owned by Harry Cheeseman and
later by Fergus Hawthorne. It was acquired by James
Keenan in 1849, the same man who acquired the first
freehold sections of that block in 1858. After
James’s death in 1863 the property was taken over
by his wife. She acquired more land between 1876
and 1890. In 1882, the property was divided between
James Keenan's two sons, Richard and Thomas, the
latter naming his portion ‘Amaroo’.

In 1885 the railway arrived the same year and he
constructed a five roomed home and after the present
woolshed was built. After becoming bankrupt the
property was finally sold in 1896 to Thomas
McMahon. Today it is owned by the Pratten family.

Yuranigh’s Grave

Along with two other aboriginals, Yuranigh left with
Surveyor Thomas Mitchell on 5th September, 1845.



It was Mitchell’s last expedition from Boree in
Queensland towards Mackay, some 100 miles away.
With 8 drays, 80 bullocks, 2 boats, a year’s
provisions and 34 people, 28 of whom were convicts
and the aboriginal trackers

His massive party consisted of 28 convicts and six
others. Edward Kennedy was overseer; they had a
surgeon, eight bullock drivers, servants, a shoe
maker and a barometer carrier; 8 drays, 80 bullocks,
2 boats, 3 light carts with provisions for one year,
250 sheep; horses and 3 Aboriginals.

Yuranigh was basically responsible for the route
they took being careful not to stray onto sacred sites.
Mitchell stated in his diary that the Aboriginal
Australians who accompanied him were superior in
ability and judgement to the white men. He
considered Yuranigh his guide, companion,
counsellor and friend. Mitchell noted too that he
had grasped English in days and his communication
was brief but full of wisdom not found in his men.
Mitchell after the expedition took him to Sydney but
he returned to his tribal land. When he later died
some seven years later he was buried near the
‘Gamboola’ homestead.
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In July 1852 Surveyor
Mitchell asked that a
headstone with a suitable
inscription be arranged.
The stone carved at
Hartley and transported
by bullock dray to the
site. The headstone was
erected by the authority
of Sir Charles Fitzroy,
Governor General. Left-
one of the carved trees

; once near the grave.
i

The bus trip finished up at ‘Gamboola’ and then on
home. The story behind ‘Gamboola’ began after the

Blue Mountains were crossed and the settlement of
Bathurst established in 1815. Rev. Samuel Marsden
was given a permit to occupy land west of Bathurst.
By 1826 had already established a station 30 miles
from Wellington and later were granted land at
Molong to run sheep.

In 1843, John Smith purchased 15,828 acres of the
‘Molong Run’ and called it ‘Gamboola’. The
purchase included many Marsden sheep. In 1847
Hon. John Smith built a substantial brick house and
the year after imported rams from Spain. This same
year he had the shearing shed constructed. Later he
bought his sons’ properties on the Lachlan and
Macquarie Rivers to operate.

John Smith was one of the first to fence in the
Molong district and to use wire in the western
districts. He served in Parliament and about 1865 he
purchased another family home, Llanarth, at
Bathurst. Smith died on 1 January 1895 and is buried
in the Anglican section of the Bathurst cemetery.
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HILL END BUS TRIP

As part of the visit by the Federation of Australian
Historical Societies for their annual conference held
in Bathurst to mark our 200th Anniversary the
Bathurst District Historical Society organised a bus
trip to Hill End.

On the Friday of the same weekend the Bathurst City
Council provided a Mayoral Reception to the group.
Above is the Mayor of Bathurst, Cr. Gary Rush,
Samantha Friend, President of the Bathurst District
Historical Society and Professor Don Garden,
President of the Federation of Australian Historical



Societies.

On the Sunday the delegates of the Federation of
Australian Historical Societies joined with Society
members and guests to visit the old gold mining
township of Hill End and Tambaroora.

One soon realises how much work has gone on in
Hill End since the gold was first found in mid 1851
though the area took on a whole new transformation
with the gold that was found there in the early 1870s.
Our first host was Kerri Burns who fortunately was
able to keep us informed despite a back injury.

One special stop was at St Paul’s church (above) in
Tambaroora Street which had been completed in
1872 when the township had a population of some
8000. Despite costing £1500 it has never had its
future extensions completed. A thistle representing
the Scottish Presbyterians is behind the pulpit along
with grapes representing Jesus’s blood.

Rev. Rodger McKinnon was appointed the first
resident minister after the church was completed and
he was still in Hill End in mid-1875, whilst many
others were leaving. Like all early churches the
clergy and congregation used candles and oil lamps
which are still in situ and are used today with two
“lamp light services” conducted annually, one at
Easter time and the other at Christmas.
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Whilst Kerri took one group on a tour of the town
Sandra Thompson showed ten people at a time
through Craigmoor Historic House, an impressive
double storey A-frame style house built by James
Marshall (below) in 1878. It was to emulate a
Scottish Hunting Lodge from his homeland.

Much of the
Marshall house
is still as it was
used before the
last family left.

s What remains
shows how
they lived and
some of the
pastimes  that
people enjoyed
from
yesteryear.



An enjoyable lunch was served at the Hill End
Ranch on the corner of Thomas and High Streets
followed by a visit to Ackerman’s Miners Cottage
and gardens (below) which is almost just as it was
in the 1870’s.

Michael Ackermann built his cottage down from his
brother-in-law Johann Krohmann. Building materials
were mostly of mud and slab timber with many of
the miner’s huts added onto as the family grew
larger. There were a great number of interesting
photos of the families over the years. We then said
farewell to Kerri and hello to Daphne Shead, local
Hill End author and researcher who has recently
published another book.

We visited the National Parks Visitor Centre, which
is in the 1873 original hospital, before Daphne took
us to visit the remains of the Cornish quartz roasting
pits (above in 1977) and stamper battery shed which
are comparatively close to Hill End.
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The roasting pits were built from stone quarried
close by with building commencing in 1854. The

complex was completed the following year by which
time the stamper battery was operational and miners
huts and work buildings along with a dam had been
constructed for both the mine and other local miners
to use. It, along with a Mine Managers hut, was
constructed by the Colonial Gold Company and
operated from 1855. Numbers of Cornish miners
were employed to build and operate the crushing
plant. Soon the quartz containing gold was barrowed
into the pits to ‘soften’ it prior to crushing. The pits
were operated by some thirty men.

A reliable water reservoir was essential as water was
required to fill up the boiler, loosen the crushed ore
in the twelve head stamper battery, saturate each
load of roasted ore and to wash the quartz and any
gold along the Long Toms.

The large Cornish boiler used to drive the machinery
had its smoke and steam directed along the stone
lined flue which ran along up the slope of the hill
and is still evident. A sixteen horsepower engine
powered the site.

T

Just one of the double kilns are seen above, these
being constructed into the hillside. Miners would
throw in the quartz from their horse-drawn carts
along with alternating tiers of firewood. The usual
practice was to fire the pits alternately i.e. one being
loaded and fired as the other cooled down after
calcination. The latter was then shovelled into railed
hand-carts and probably doused in water to further
cool it before it was sent the short distance to the
battery, thus maintaining a more continuous load to
the stamper.

Records show that the plant room (above) could
crush between twelve to eighteen tons of quartz each
twenty four hours (imagine sleeping nearby). After



crushing in the stampers water took the now
powered quartz slush along a sequence of four sluice
troughs called Long Toms with the slats collecting
the heavier gold ore. The lighter material just flowed
through before draining into the nearby creek.

It seems that the Colonial Gold Company mainly
received quartz from their own Dirt Holes mine and
ore from Mr. S.B. Sergeant, a solicitor from Bathurst
and himself a Cornishman. He was operating his
recently acquired Cornish Quartz Vein Mine. Maybe
there were small consignments from other local
mines as well.

With poor gold yields, few stampings and bad
management the company folded within a year.
Other miners didn’t find what they expected and
Sergeant’s Cornish Quartz Vein Mine sent less than
90 tons to be ‘roasted’ and stamped. In Britain the
British Colonial Company folded the following year,
investors looking elsewhere to put their money.

The site was abandoned until the late 1960s when
Hill End was gazetted as an historic site under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act in 1967.
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HISTORY COLUMNS

a second storey and surrounding verandah
in 1900 at his own cost with the building
later being purchased by his son, Dr.
TODAY'S IMAGE SHOWS a section of Keppel ~ Brooke Moore,
Street with the Brook Moore Centre on the The large Masonic Lodge building can be
left. This phote was taken in the 1960s. seen in the centre which had the ceremony
The first mission house didn't last too long  of laying the keystone in July 1889.
and a second single storey house was built Lord Carrington and Bishop Camidge were
for the Methodist Church next door. on hand for the eccasion along with a large
It was built on the same land grant as the group of members and citizens.
first Methodist Church at a cost of £800. The Italianate style stuccoed hall was
Itis the Uniting Church today. Dr. Moore designed by local architect, Mr. James Hine,
arrived in Bathurst in 1887 to commence with the building contractor being Mr. .
his doctor’s practice. By 1897 Dr Moore was  Atkins, also of Bathurst. s
renting the house off the Methodist Church. The cost of the new hall was estimated
He later, after receiving approval, added. at£4000,

2 COMPILED BY BATHURST
HISTORIAN ALAN MCRAE

Alan McRae each week supplies a researched history
column to both the Western Advocate (which comes
out each Tuesday) and the Bathurst City Life weekly
newspaper. Be sure you get your issue each week if
you are interested in Bathurst and District history.
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EARLY BATHURST IMPORTERS

This photo of Preen and Company in lower William
Street in the Kite Building was taken in 1910, this
building is still there today. These buildings were
known as the Britannia Buildings. Preen & Co sold a
large range of groceries, home furnishings and

ironmongery, though today we call the latter
hardware. A couple of doors down the street Mr. T.
Carroll was operating his saddlery business making
saddles and bridles to order. He displayed a range of
horse rugs, whips, various harnesses and other
leatherwear.

PREEN & SMITH,
[Leater H, J. KELK

Grouers, 1ea Dealers, and Ironmongers,
WILLIAM STREET, BATHURST,
GRAND VALUE IX TEAsS!
Apents for ghe Willeex and Gibbs and the Mo, § Sewing Machines,
A LYANDEEL: LK U Jlamils pEul, PENCLNG WIKE, ae, atily Lewst Ussh Friocs.

A horsedrawn cart belong to Preen & Co is waiting
out the front, this being used to make home
deliveries around Bathurst, Kelso and Eglinton. The
business had two other horsedrawn vehicles, one
much larger to collect freight and goods from the
Bathurst Railway Yards. A stable and buggy shed
was located at the rear of the premises.

e s

Initially Preen & Smith was operating as early as
1886 when they bought out Mr. H.J. Kelk’s business
after he decided to retire in the mid 1880s, though
the Country Business Directory has Preen & Co in
1901. It is also listed in 1906, 1909 and 1913 though
nothmg is listed in 1929.

PREEN AN D SMITH,
IMPORTERS,
Grocers, and Furnishing

IRONMONGERS

Crockery, Glassware, and Novelhes, Paints,
Oils, and Papzrhangings. Fencing Wire,
Rletting, and Galvanized Iron.

Lowest Prices for :est Quality obtainable at

BRITANNIA BUILDINGS
WILLIAM STREET.

A typical advertisement from 1886 for Preen and
Smith, above, gives an indication as to what the
business had to sell. In 1889 they advertised



Washstands for 7/6, Gipsy tables 2/6 each, Dressing
tables 7/6, large size dining tables 15/-, Double
bedsteads from 15/-, Full size spring mattresses 17/6,
Single flock mattresses 12/-, Full-size flock
mattresses 17/6, Double paillasses per pair 12/-,
Single paillasses per pair 7/6, Best American Wood-
seated Chairs 3/6, Cane-seated chairs 4/6 each with
Bamboo Blinds — 6 x 6 4/9, 6 x 8 5/6, and other sizes
equally cheap. They also had a selection of table
decorations in palms, Dracaenas, Arancarcus, 24
inch high in pots and suitable for Conservatoriums,
Hotels and Banquets for just 5/- each. With fancy
baskets from 9d aplenty along with vases and
ornaments from 1/6 pair. Breen and Smith had the
best range in Bathurst.

Tim Sargeant recalls the Bathurst Motor Garage was
located a little further up, at the 59-61 William
Street, it can be seen to the left of Preen and
Company.
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MY RECOLLECTIONS OF C-DAY
By Alan McRae

2016 marks the 50th anniversary of the change to
decimal currency in Australia on Monday, the 14th
February, 1966. Fifty years ago the Australian
Government announced their intention to the nation
that they intended to go decimal and transform our
140 year old system which we had inherited off
British — the pounds, shilling and pence and replace
them with the ‘easier’ decimal currency system.

I lived in Uralla, near Armidale, when we changed
over. My father had just paid £1079 for his new Ford
Falcon and our family had spent weeks and
weekends going over changeover plans as well as
‘double pricing’ all our stock in our store i.e. the ‘old
price’ and the ‘new decimal price’ on the same price
ticket, thus all stock was marked in pounds, shilling
and pence as well as dollars and cents.

I recall that it was not just all the stock that had to be
changed, and there was massive amounts of that, but
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also our tills had to be either converted or renewed,
all our scales had to be converted in both the
grocery, produce and hardware sections. Much of the
stock was changed from pints and gallons to litres
over the months. All our petrol and oil measuring
pumps had to be changed also and it was quite a
cost.

With the radio advertising surrounding the
changeover we kids soon learnt the decimal jingles
off by heart which was sung to the tune of ‘Click go
the Shears’ — “In come the dollars, in come the cents,
to replace the pounds, the shilling and the pence, so
be prepared when the money starts to mix on the
14th of February 1966”. People began to organise
their notes to be exchanged such as the one pound
below.

“Then there was the other rhyme we had to learn to
convert the money — “One and two remain the same,
the only difference is the name, three to nine lose
one it’s true and for the rest you take off two.”

My parents were amazed at how smoothly it had run
really, I recall Dad especially remarking on it several
times over the following weeks. I suppose I was too,
but didn’t really know what to expect. In fact years
later, around 1986 or 1987, he was recalling how
pleased he was with the changeover.

We had new dollar notes as well as silver and copper
coins in our large shop safe and we carried the white
bags of cash down the main street of Uralla to our
store the day before, it was a Sunday. I recall several
bank staff working at the bank when we arrived to
collect it, fancy a bank working on a Sunday. I was
told I was not to tell anyone we had it in the safe at
the time until after the next day. I had come home
from boarding school in Armidale for the weekend
and stayed an extra two days to help out.

Older Australian notes, some going back maybe fifty
years and hoarded here and there saw the light of day
for the first time in many years. Some of the first



early overprinted colonial banknotes were handed in.
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Over those two days there were a few queries with
the change but I knew all the conversion charts off
by heart as a fair bit of my January holidays was
spent putting on the ‘new decimal price’. There was
still Miss Leamon, a retired schoolteacher, who
didn’t think that things were quite right with a penny
now being worth a cent, 12 pennies made a shilling,
but a shilling was only worth 10 cents, that meant 2
cents were lost - the Government must be up to
something!

I remember that one customer who usually paid in
gold sovereigns reckoned that the new decimal notes
looked like ‘play money’, though there were
numbers of comments like that. And she was not the
only one, some kept bags of coins under the bed,
though many later exchanged them. If they had kept
the good quality pre-decimal they would have made
money selling to collectors in the late 1970s and
1980s when old Australian coins were worth real
money.
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Apparently there was quite a line-up at the Uralla
banks to withdraw some of the ‘new currency.’

Australia’s Note Printing Branch and the Royal
Australian Mint had been very busy printing notes
and striking the new decimal coins. The
Commonwealth Treasury distributed some $300
million to the various banks around Australia at the
time. Later as I leant more about coin collecting I
realised that all the effort to produce so much
coinage that the Melbourne and Perth Mints also
struck our coins with the Royal Mint in London also
assisting in the mammoth task.

The initial decision to possibly change to the new
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decimal currency system began some seven years
earlier in 1959 when the Commonwealth
Government instituted a committee, known as the
Decimal Currency Committee, to look into a change
in our nation’s currency. This committee prepared a
report which they delivered in Canberra in August
the following year. Basically the committee was
unanimous that there was no doubt that a change to
the decimal currency system would be a saving in
both effort as well as time and that this would far
outweigh the inconvenience of the changeover as
well as what the conversion costs would be. There
was much debate and discussion about how things
would go.

Finally on 7th April, 1963, the then Treasurer Harold
Holt, later to be the Prime Minister (who drowned
off Victoria), finally told the media and the nation
that it had been decided to change to decimal
currency at the earliest possible date. I was in 6th
Class at Uralla Public School at the time with the
Assistant Head Master Mr. Barney Lennon as my
teacher.

I recall the hullabaloo about what the new decimal
coins would be called, in fact we talked about it in
class. The ‘Royal’ had been suggested though I don’t
recall having an opinion one way or the other though
I remember Mum wasn’t that concerned, she was a
fan and admired greatly Queen Elizabeth II.

I remember that Mum was also pleased with the new
effigy of the Queen and proceeded to save all the
round fifty cent pieces that she found in a new and
shiny state as it portrayed the largest effigy of the
monarch.

I know we all had to come up with a name for it in
class and mine was ‘silver’, not very imaginative
was it. Other names I have since read in newspapers
of the time were ideas such as cobber, bunyip,
jumbuck and bonza, though I expect there were
names that couldn’t be printed. It seems that the
Government heeded what silly names were being
bandied about and went for ‘dollars and cents.’

I recall the signs, or
posters they probably
were, around the store,
featuring ‘Dollar Bill’ a

cartoon character
created for the
government to help
with the changeover

(probably to save the
politicians doing it.)

So what do you
remember  of  the
changeover? Did you
hoard any one and two dollar notes when they were
demonetized? If so the notes are virtually worthless
if you collected them out of circulation!



JUST AN OLD CLOCK ORISIT

Over the last year we have been making a number of
changes at ‘Old Government Cottage’ to stock take
the Society’s collection and get it onto the Society’s
new collection software ‘Mosaic’ and making labels
for the collection down there.

Whilst it has seen better days the timing instrument
above is an American tower chiming 8 day 30 hour
clock without any alarms. The marine lever time
piece was made by Jerome & Company of New
Haven in Connecticut, U.S.A., who boasted about
their double bushed movements. The company,
founded in 1853, went broke but was bought out by
New Haven Clocks who owned a very large factory
making massed produced bearings. Later their
workmen mounted their movements in the ‘Jerome
& Company’ clock cases with their Roman numeral
clock face. This clock was manufactured in the
1860s with the company offering a 30 day guarantee
to their customers. The floral painting was
presumably added by the owner at some time.

The New Haven Clock Company was the first such
business to mass-produce brass clock movements in
America. The business came about after discussions
with the Jerome Manufacturing Company to provide
clock movements. The latter at the time was the
largest clockmaker in the world. However things did
not go well and when the Jerome Manufacturing
Company went into bankruptcy in 1856, the New
Haven Clock Company made enquiries into
purchasing the business, which it did.

Fortunately the Jerome brand had enjoyed an
excellent reputation for quality and the new owner
soon found out that there was a network of clock
businesses who were prepared to continue selling
products similar to what they had been supplied
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“MAGIC” AND “BRUNSWICK BLACK”.

with. Not only were American companies happy to
continue but others were in England also. The
company went on to sell a wide range of clocks into
the 1900s.

Popular were their mantel clocks with their
rosewood veneer cases and their double-dial
calendar clocks designed for walls and shelves. Oak
and rich walnut cases later proved popular too. The
business finally closed down in 1960.
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BRUNSWICK
BOTTLE

BLACK

This crude darkish green glass
bottle once contained a fast
drying varnish that was black in
colour. It was known as “Magic
Brunswick Black” which was
manufactured from the 1860s to
early 1900. It has a shear top
and would have been sealed
with a cork that was most likely
tied on to prevent spillage. The
contents tended to dry out fairly
quickly  but  could be
reconstituted by heating and
e adding some turpentine. Each
T 20 " has the embossed name

GENERAL INFORMATION

Bathurst District Historical Society Inc.

Museum and Archives:

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street.
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst NSW 2795

Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours)
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au

Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st)
$20 single and $32 family
Corporate rate on request
Once only joining fee of $25

Museum and Bookshop Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 10am — 4pm.
Saturday & Sunday 11am-2pm

Archives Hours:
Tuesday 10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm
Subject to volunteers availability.

Old Government Cottage and Bicentennial
Garden, 16 Stanley St., Hours:

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.

Information on the Society, as well as
membership application forms, are available at the
front desk during opening hours.

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor



