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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

This is the last Member’s 
newsletter for 2015 and it 
is time to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and 
Prosperous New Year, 
albeit a little early maybe.  
 

The Bathurst District 
Historical Society has had 
an extremely busy and 
successful year in what 
has been achieved by 
members and other 

volunteers. It has been a mammoth and memorable 
celebration to mark the 200th Anniversary that 
began some two centuries ago.  

With Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie’s visit to the ‘new 
country’ in May 1815 the 
region was destined for great 
achievements. One has to 
admire the early pioneers 
who obviously endured many 
hardships, trials and 
tribulations in eking out a life 
for themselves and their 

families. 2015 will be a year to be remembered by 
many Bathurstians.  
 

Associate Professor Grace Karskens, F.A.H.A., 
Historian, School of Humanities and Languages, at 
the University of New South Wales did great justice 
to the ‘The Bathurst 200 Theo Barker Memorial 
Lecture’ at Charles Sturt University in August.    
 

At the Annual General 
Meeting of the Society 
two members were 
honoured with Life 
Membership. Dr. Robin 
McLachlan and Bill 
Deeley received Life 
Membership however 
Bill was ill and his 
certificate will be 

awarded to him at a later date.  Both these gentlemen 
have been members of the Society for a good period 
of time and have held varying positions on both the 
Committee as well as other positions and projects.   
 

 
Outgoing President Alan McRae presenting Dr. Robin 
McLachlan with Life Membership of the Society.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President. 
   

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

FROM OUR NEW PRESIDENT 
 

It is with deep sadness that we report the death of 
Bill Tighe who was well known as an eminent 
historian, author, authority on architecture and 
heritage, and much liked and respected. Bill was 
very involved with the Society for many years before 
and after his retirement from Western Stores. His 
books and publications are still used as important 
reference works and he will be very much missed. 
As usual, our thoughts are with anyone ailing or who 
may have suffered a loss recently. 
 

Volunteer Event  
 

About 25 volunteers turned out for the latest 
Training Session held in the Museum on Monday 
31st August.  A wide range of topics were covered 
including the updated Front Desk Guide. The 
Bathurst District Historical Society are always 
needing volunteers to sit on the front desk at the 
Museum as well as at Old Government Cottage. 
Volunteers are essential for the progress of our 
organisation to keep it viable and open to the general 
public. If you know someone who may be suitable 
and have some spare time please let us know.   
 

At the gathering I announced that I am stepping 
down from the Volunteer Co-Ordinators role as I 
was made President of the Society at the AGM at the 
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beginning of August.  The Roster Committee now 
consists of Dell Baines, Julie Liddell, Pixie Lincoln 
and Carol Whyte and I hope you will give them 
every support!  There is a Roster Committee pigeon 
hole in the Office, so if you need to get in touch with 
any of the Committee, leave a note (signed and dated 
of course!) there. 

 

Volunteers listening intently to Mr McRae 
 

There will be a little bit of a transition period, but I 
will be stepping right back from the Roster 
Committee and the Co-Ordinator’s role, except to sit 
on the Front Desk when required.  Merryll Hope 
who was on the Roster Committee in an advisory 
positon has also stepped down and we thank her very 
much for her valuable input over the years she was 
on the Committee.  

 
 

I couldn’t have done anything without the dedicated 
support of Dell Baines, Merryll Hope and Pixie 
Lincoln, and Elaine Slattery in the past, who have 
been stalwarts throughout, and my grateful thanks 
goes to them.   
 

My thanks also goes to all our volunteers – and a 
better bunch I’d go a long way to find!  You’ve all 
been great and I hope you all continue to be great for 

whoever takes over from me!   As I always say, the 
Bathurst District Historical Society, like all other 
volunteer organisations, relies heavily on the good 
nature, the hard work, the dedication and support of 
people who feel that organisations such as ours are 
worthy of their help.    
 

We now have a new Membership Officer, Lesley 
Worthington, who is learning the ropes and doing an 
excellent job. Lesley has taken the job head on and 
has made a few minor adjustments to the system. 
One thing you will notice is those receiving their 
newsletter through the mail will have printed labels 
or envelopes.     
 

If you have any questions you can leave a note at the 
front desk and Lesley will contact you as sson as 
possible.    
 

Openings 
 

At a gala Bathurst 200 event at the Flannery Centre 
on Saturday 29th August, the Bathurst Bicentenary 
National Trust Awards were presented in front of a 
crowd of about 120 people. They including local 
Member for Bathurst, Paul Toole, Mayor Cr Gary 
Rush, Councillors Morse and Hanger, many 
distinguished guests as well as members of the local 
Wiradjuri tribe and the community.   
 

All the winners below! 
 

 
There were about 60 entries over a number of very 
diverse categories and the Historical Society was 
represented in a couple of areas.  In ‘Best New 
Development within a Heritage Area’, the Old 
Government Cottage Garden was awarded a Highly 
Commended Award which Peter Varman collected 
on behalf of the Garden Club.  The judges were very 
complimentary about the garden, saying that despite 
there being nothing flowering when they visited, the 
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garden felt ‘right’ and was perfectly suited to the 
surroundings.  The Historical Society is very pleased 
and proud to be a partner in the Old Government 
Cottage Garden project and congratulates everyone 
who planned and worked hard to make it happen.  
This award is recognition of a great job. 
 

In ‘Outstanding Community Contribution to Local 
Heritage’, a category the judges admitted was very 
difficult to consider, two of the Society’s Bathurst 
200 events were acknowledged.   Reflections – 200 
Years of Women’s Fashions was given the category 
prize, with Snapshots in Time receiving a Highly 
Commended Certificate. This is a terrific outcome 
for both events and sincerest congratulations must go 
to everyone who worked so hard and gave up so 
much time to make these outstanding events happen.  
The community really appreciated the efforts put in 
to both exhibitions and these awards are a token of 
that appreciation.  The organizing committees of 
both events were on hand to accept the awards – 
Judy Attard for Reflections and Jacqui Rudge for 
Snapshots and both ladies made excellent (and 
mercifully short!) acceptance speeches, recognizing 
the hard work all the volunteers had put in, the 
generosity of the sponsors, and the community for 
backing the exhibitions and making them such a 
success.   
 

Well done to everyone who nominated for an award 
– the judges were impressed with the number of 
nominations, and confessed that because of the 
outstanding quality and excellence of the 
nominations, their job was very difficult! 
 

It’s been a busy week!  On Thursday 3rd September 
a wonderful new exhibition opened at the Fossil 
Museum.  Called ‘Evolution The Changing Face of 
our Bathurst Town Square’, it tells the story of how 
the town square came into being and how it has 
evolved over time to the present day, with maps, art, 
photos and video.  Rob McLachlan and Sue Jones, 
with much help and support from the Bathurst Town 
Square Group and the Historical Society, the 
Council and many others, have put together a lovely 
exhibition that will be on until 30th November. 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

 SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR MUSTERS 
 

Please note that the committee decided to relocate 
the monthly musters to a new location due to the 
numbers attending had outgrown the capacity of 
the museum to hold the numbers coming along.    
 

Monthly Musters are held now at the Uniting 
Church Activities Hall (between the church and 
the 1837 Hall) in William Street, opposite 
Machattie Park. Musters are open to the public 
with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of having 

supper afterwards and people are requested to 
bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

4th September to Sunday 30th November visit the 
special exhibition called “Evolution: The 
Changing Face of our Bathurst Town Square” on 
at the Australian Fossil and Mineral Museum in 
Howick Street. The exhibition (only) is free for 
Bathurst residents.  This interesting display of rarely 
seen maps, artworks, photos and videos will guide 
you through its history. It traces the transformation 
of this historic area from its conception in the 1830s 
to the reality of today. What is the significance of the 
Bathurst Town Square and what do we want to see 
there in the future?  Go along and have your say.   

 

 

17th September (Thursday) – Muster – Alex 
Bedwell – “HMAS Bathurst and other World War 
Two Corvettes.” Hear about the ship named after 
Bathurst and Alex’s wartime experiences aboard his 
Corvette. 
 

19th September (Saturday) – 
Launch of the book 
‘Shirtsleeves to Shirtsleeves in 

Two Generations’ in the 
Museum at 2pm. J. J. Leahy’s 
legacy detailed in his son’s 
tributary memoir. 
 

Gerard Leahy is a descendant of 
one of Australia’s earliest 
pastoralist, debut author Gerard 
Leahy shares the story of how 
their family came to be. Tracing 
his earliest roots and following it 
up generations until his father’s, 
Leahy came to present the stories 
of “Shirtsleeves to Shirtsleeves 
in Two Generations.”  
 

This book, the first of two, starts 
with the transportation of an Irish 
convict, the author’s great-
grandfather to the Australian 
colonies in the 1827. It goes on 
to tell the stories of the 
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generations down to his father’s. His father, J.J. 
Leahy, started with a limited education and no 
money to go on and build up a large enterprise. The 
narrative then goes on to recount the reasons for the 
breakup of his empire. 
 

“We can learn from this historical account of how 
the builder of vast rural enterprise resulted in the 
alienation of his family and ultimately the 
destruction of his empire,” Leahy on his book’s 
social relevance. 
 

The nostalgic literary picture of life back then, on the 
other hand, will awaken waves of longing for people 
who once experienced that era and let the present 
generation have a peak to what was. “Shirtsleeves to 
Shirtsleeves in Two Generations” is more than a 
family’s record of its legacy; because it is also a 
chronicle of their triumphs and troubles that evoke 
relatable life struggles and victories within readers 
everywhere. 
 

About the Author - Gerard Leahy was born in 
1930, and grew up in Sydney and Bathurst in a 
family of nine children descended from an Irish 
convict. After being educated at St. Ignatius College 
(Riverview) in Sydney, he worked on several of his 
father’s grazing properties in central and western 
New South Wales and near Mt. Isa in the far north of 
Queensland. He and his wife, Kathleen, moved to 
Tumbarumba in the NSW Snowy Mountains in 
1952, where they ran a sheep and cattle grazing 
property until the early 1980s. Leahy and Kath 
moved to the Blue Mountains near Sydney in 1996. 
 

 
26th – 27th September (Saturday and Sunday) 
BATHEX 2015 Bicentenary Collectables, Gem 
and Mineral Exhibition - Bathurst Remembers 
200 Years of History.  This two day event will 
amass hundreds of feet of historical displays as well 
as numerous sellers of a great variety of material will 
be held at the Bathurst Showgrounds in the three 
pavilions as well as outdoors. 
  

15th October (Thursday) Muster – David Goldney 
– “Cox's Road Dreaming - a natural history of Cox’s 
1815 Road.”   
 

18th October (Sunday) An interesting bus trip to    

 

Historic Historic Historic Historic 

hill endhill endhill endhill end 
As part of the visit by the Federation of Australian 
Historical Societies to Bathurst the Bathurst District 
Historical Society has organised a trip to Hill End. A 
number of the delegates will join members will be 
on board. 

 
 
The day trip includes morning tea, lunch at The 
Ranch and afternoon tea. Numerous highlights will 
comprise an escorted Village Tour which will 
include Ackerman’s Cottage, St. Paul’s Church, Hill 
End Museum and shop and more. An optional tour 
on the day is to see inside Craigmoor Historic House 
- an impressive double storey A-frame style house 
built by James Marshall in 1878 to emulate a 
Scottish Hunting Lodge from his homeland. (Note 
some people have stated they have already seen 
Craigmoor Historic House – so if you want to go 
through Craigmoor Historic House add $20 to the 
cost.)   
 

 
 
Tour Cost is $50 – Note: add $20 if you want to go 
on an optional tour of ‘Craigmoor Historic House’ 
making it $70 all up.  
 

The bus will leave McDonald’s rear carpark at 
7.30 am and will be home by 6 pm. 
 

BOOK & PAY EARLY before Monday 12th 
October, 2015 – Bookings have been opened for 
this tour and you can secure a seat by ringing the 
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Society on 63308455 (best time Tuesday to Sunday 
between 11am to 2pm) or call personally at the 
Museum or email info@bathursthistory.org.au or 
amcrae@lisp.com.au   

 
31st October - 1st November (Saturday & 
Sunday) - 9.30am to 5pm - Bathurst Spring 
Garden Spectacular Open Gardens Weekend and 
includes Old Government Cottage Bicentennial 
Heritage Garden. As it is the bicentenary year, only 
heritage houses and gardens will be on display. 
There is a superb selection of gardens. The Western 
Advocate will feature at least one of the gardens 
each month with a selection of photos. 

 

19th November (Thursday) Muster - Mark 
Gordon will speak on Teapot Swamp – Moorilda. 
Mark has considerable interest and knowledge of 
land grants in and around Bathurst. He is descended 
from David Gordon of Poor Man’s Hollow and his 
side of the family went to White Rock. Mark 
recently edited the book – ‘Moorilda: The story of 
Teapot Swamp - the village that vanished.’ 
 

3rd December - (Thursday) - BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party at the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, 
bring your family and any guests. Also please bring 

a plate of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP 
to the front desk on 63324755 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or to 
amcrae@lisp.com.au by 1st December, 2015, to 
assist with organising. 
 

31st January 2016 (Sunday) Twilight Picnic 
from 5pm at All Hallows Convent and school 
on Lloyds Road. Hear about the early years and 
some of the tales that surround this religious and 
educational establishment. Members please 
bring your family and friends, your picnic tea, 
drinks and rugs/chairs etc. for a picnic. MORE 
DETAILS TO COME. 
 

18th February Muster 2016 – Show and Tell 
Evening – bring along one or two of your treasured 
items and talk for a minute on each item. With 
Bathurst marking 200 years last year there seems to 
be renewed interest in those items sitting in people’s 
cupboards.    

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

“EVOLUTION: THE CHANGING FACE OF 
OUR BATHURST TOWN SQUARE” 

 

Both Samantha Friend and Alan McRae attended the 
official opening of this exhibition.  
 

The Bathurst Town Square Group which is part of 
the Bathurst District Historical Society, are hosting 
an exhibition “Evolution: The Changing Face of our 
Bathurst Town Square” at the Australian Fossil and 
Mineral Museum from 4th September to 30th 
November 2015. This exhibition is free for people 
who live in Bathurst.   

 

A special DVD was filmed by Bruce Ryan featuring 
the seven ‘Wonders of the Square.’ Part of the 
exhibition comprises historic photos of the Bathurst 
Town Square such as Kings Parade to George Street 
to Howick Street to William Street. These have been 
paired up with recently taken photos vantage point 
showing how the places and buildings have changed 
or haven't changed.  These “Now and Then” photos 



 6 
give an interesting comparison. 
 

Photos included are the Market Place and Kings 
Parade, All Saints Cathedral, St Stephens Church, 
the TAFE building, School of Arts and Lecture Hall, 
the Bathurst Public School, the Exchange Building, 
the first specially built Telegraph Office in Howick 
Street for example.  
 

Following the adoption of the Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) for this area in August 
2015 Council has released the plan in conjunction 
with this exhibition. This free exhibition allows you 
to also to identify what is your “wish” is for the 
future of the Bathurst Town Square? Be sure to go 
and have look and place your ‘Wish upon a Square’. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

200 YEARS OF AUSTRALIAN NATIVE 
PLANTS - Bathurst 200 display 

 

The Central West 
Group will hold an 
Australian native 
plant display to 
celebrate Bathurst’s 
bicentenary. It will 
be held at the 
Bathurst City 

Community Club (BCCC), William Street on the 
weekend of October 17, 18 (10-4). The BCCC is in 
the heart of the area where the Bathurst bicentenary 
celebrations have been held. The Group maintains a 
native plants garden there. The October display will 
include native plants which were here 200 years ago 
as well as plants we grow in our gardens now. There 
will also be photos and herbariums on display and 
raffle tickets for sale. The photo above is a local 
native Grevillea. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

WILLIAM (BILL) HENRY TIGHE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bill Tighe passed way last Friday 4th September 
after some four years living happily in the Uralba 
Retirement Village in Carcoar. He was for many 
years part of the Society’s research team.    
 

I have known Bill Tighe since April 1979 when I 
bought a can of Berger flat black paint off him at 
Western Stores in their Howick Street store.  We got 
on immediately, why, because I had sold Berger 
paint in our family hardware business in Uralla. 
Then owning a photographic store in Bathurst meant 
that I would see a lot more of Bill when he took the 
volunteer job as photographic curator for the 
Bathurst District Historical Society.  
 

Bill had by this time a good knowledge of the area 
and he had a particular interest in houses and 
properties, who owned them, when they were bought 
and sold, etc. He started to develop an index card 
system so he could find his information. Whilst 
searching for information for his house, and other 
reports, he would spot something useful to him or 
someone else and he would write down the reference 
and details. Bill was thorough, particular and 
organised.   
 

Bill Tighe worked for The Western Stores for many 
years, in fact from the time he completed his 
Intermediate Certificate at Bathurst High School 
during the middle of the Second World War in 1942.  
He had been born in Orange and afterwards they 
moved to Bathurst with his family Bill attended sixth 
class at the Public School in Howick Street. Bill 
thinks that this was the last year before the boys 
were separated and went to another school, though 
this decision did not effect Bill.  The following year 
he walked each day up to the High School to 
complete his education. 
 

Bill’s sister was working for Western Stores at this 
time. Later Bill says a job was advertised in the local 
newspaper and that his father, a bookmaker, knew 
someone at The Western Stores. Bill was successful 
in getting the job and another young man, Bill 
Sloggett started in the grocery the same day though 
Bill was assigned to the Hardware Department. At 
the time Mr. E.C. Murray was the manager as well 
as a Director. Mr. Lawler was the Hardware 
Manager whose daughter Sheila was in the 
Showroom. After Ron Wood and Dickie Brooks 
joined the armed services and went off to war two 
female assistants were employed. Ted Murray, Jnr., 
was in charge of the Hardware for a short time.   
 

Initially paint was just a section of the Hardware 
Department. Bill worked his way up through the 
Hardware and was later assigned to the ‘separate’ 
Paint Department. One popular service that The 
Western Stores provided was ‘Home Paint Colour 
Consultancy. Trained colour consultants, especially 
from British Paints, would come around every so 
often and drive out to give free advice to those 
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wanting to paint their homes. Generally consultants 
were women and this service “helped us sell a good 
lot of paint.” Garry Gale remembers when doing the 
annual stocktake Bill would have all the stocktake 
pages already written up with the descriptions and 
the product code. All that then needed to be done 
was to put in the quantity, saving a great deal of time 
and reducing the mistakes that could be made.  
 

In April 1970 Bill was honoured by being accepted 
into the Myer Over-25 Club. At a dinner at the 
Canobolas Hotel in Orange some 40 Myer staff 
members with 25 or more years’ service were 
honoured by the company.  Mr. Gordon Lake, 
Managing Director of Myer’s Western Stores 
division chaired the evening. Two other members 
were admitted with Bill who was presented with a 
silver salver, a cheque and a lapel badge to 
commemorate the occasion.  An extra weeks annual 
leave was also granted.   

 

Photo – Jo Sallustio, Pat McNab, Neil Morgan, Joyce 
Coops and Bill Tighe. 
 

Bill retired in 1982 and received a telegram from 
Berger Paints at the time - “We congratulate you on 
a job well done. Thank you for many years of 
faithful support to Berger. We wish you many happy 
years of retirement – Berger Friends.”   
 

Bill had a steady hand and could print very neatly 
having done much technical drawing and house 
designs. He drew up many a building plan for local 
builders to be presented to the Bathurst City Council. 
He wrote several books, one being his ‘Hotels of 
Bathurst’ as well as his book on John Job Copeman. 
He planned another - “Corner Stores and old 
fashioned Convenience Shops” but never finished it.     
 

Bill’s house reports were factual and to the point. He 
would merely sign them either W. Tighe or W.H. 
Tighe.  Bill’s massive fact card filing system was to 
have been his memorial however it was not to be. 
 

On 21st October, 2012, Bill who was a Life Member 
of the Society, joined us during our trip to Carcoar 
which he enjoyed immensely. Bill’s funeral was held 
at All Saints Cathedral on Friday 10th September, 

2015.                                                  Alan McRae  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

BATHRST SCHOOL BOOK 1886 
 

Early Bathurst school books are not very common 
however this “Elementary Lessons in Physical 
Geography” by Archibald Geikie, LL.D, F.R.S., 
Director-General of the Geological Survey of the 
United Kingdom, is one such book. It was used by 
Ethel Ford at the old High School in Bathurst. The 
book was printed for Macmillan & Co., in London in 
1886 after it had been revised in May 1884. A page 
appears below. R. & R. Clark, of Edinburgh did the 
printing.  
 

Mr. Geike was also the Director of Practical 
Geology, Jermyn Street in London. He was also the 
former Murchison Professor of Geology and 
Mineralogy at the University of Edinburgh. Many of 
Mr. Geikie’s books made their way to Australia with 
immigrants who sailed out to Australia.  

 
The book comprised  five chapters covering ‘The 
Earth as a Planet’, ‘Air’, ‘The Sea’, The Land’ and 
‘Life’. Each chapter is divided into lessons, with 31 
lessons in all.  The book is 
illustrated with some 
seventy eight woodcuts such 
as the piece of limestone on 
the right showing some 
fossilised plant remains, as 
well as ten plates (including 
the one in the next column 
on the next page) of the 
“View of the extinct volcanoes of Central France, 
taken from the Puy de Pariou.  
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ooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

 

THE ‘YES’ – ‘NO’ VOTE DIVIDED 
BATHURST 

 

The leaflet (below) found its way to Bathurst and is 
entitled “The Blood Vote”, as part of the Anti-
Conscription Campaign in 1917 that divided 
Bathurst during World War One though the 
conscription issue had started much earlier.   
 

 

When the First World War was announced in 1914 
support everywhere was certainly very high, 
including amongst the Railway men at Bathurst. 
Vast numbers of volunteers put their names forward 
and went on to enlist to serve in the Australian 
Imperial Forces. By the end of the first twelve 
months of the war the news as to the horrors of the 
war were filtering through. With the lost campaigns 
such as Gallipoli and the ever increasing casualty list 
soon saw men rethinking that war was an adventure 
and recruitment rates declined. 
 

The leaflet (above) was printed on white paper in 

black ink and comprised an image of a lady and a 
verse by W.R. Winspear. They were printed by 
Fraser & Jenkinson at 343-5 Queen Street, 
Melbourne, in 1917. They were authorised by John 
Curtin the Secretary for the ‘National Executive’. 
Numbers of them were put into Bathurst mail boxes. 
Small metal badges were also produced and 
distributed around as well.  
 

The line drawing on the leaflet was done by Claude 
Marquet and shows a particularly concerned woman 
placing her “Yes” vote in the ‘Conscription Ballot-
Box’ whilst in the background is Billy Hughes who 
was the nation’s Labor Prime Minister at the time 
and he was a great supporter of the ‘Yes’ 
conscription movement.  
 

Almost all newspapers carried articles on the vote, 
often called ‘The Blood Vote’, and in particular 
Union newspapers and newsletters. It divided the 
local churches and the Catholic Press were 
particularly against it. It was a popular topic in 
sermons and became so talked about one couldn’t 
get away from it at the time.   
 

There were those who mounted a campaign for 
people to vote ‘Yes’ and letters to newspapers, 
magazines and individuals to counter the 
opposition’s influence on the public. This side of the 
debate was particularly supported by those with 
fathers, husbands, sons and grandson on the Western 
Front and Egypt and Palestine.  Other supported the 
‘No’ campaign.   
 

The debate of conscription came about due to the 
shortage of volunteers by 1916. The Labor 
government, and especially Billy Hughes who 
suggested that a system of conscription would 
counter the flagging volunteer numbers. To allow a 
public vote the first referendum was organised for 
28th October, 1916. The Bathurst Times carried a 
story from the Prime Minister who had stated that 
the Conscription Referendum Poll was Australia’s 
Great Issue. He stated that Australian’s must say 
‘yes’.  
 

Bathurstians and other Australians had been asked – 
“Are you in favour of the Government having, in 
this grave emergency, the same compulsory powers 
over citizens in regard to requiring their military 
service, for the term of this War, outside the 
Commonwealth, as it now has in regard to military 
service within the Commonwealth?”  
 

As it turned out Australians rejected the referendum 
by a whisker – there were just 51% against. With the 
resounding result the Labor Party kicked Bill 
Hughes out so he crossed the floor along with 
approximately half of his party and ended up the 
Prime Minister of a conservative Nationalist 
government. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
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SPANISH BANKNOTES WERE IN COLONY 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

 

This one Spanish Dollar promissory note (below) 
was issued by Lempriere & Company of Hobart 
Town in Van Diemen’s Land and is dated 25th June, 
1823. It is note number 24, with the note from a 
booklet of printed ‘promissory note’ forms by 
Samuel Clayton, an engraver in Sydney. As was his 
practice Thomas James Lempriere hand-signed each 
note which was duly written into the issuing ledger 
by Mr. C. Bouchin.  Lempriere & Company issued 
1, 2 and 4 “Spanish-Dollar” denominations.   
 

Initially Thomas Lempriere was in partnership with 
John Weavell (called Lempriere and Weavell) 
however the partnership broke up when Weavell 
departed from Van Diemen’s Land. Thomas 
Lempriere issued the notes on his company’s behalf, 
known as Lempriere & Company, though he became 
insolvent in April 1824.   
 

The severe shortage of silver and copper coinage and 
lack of banknotes led to a proliferation of these 
privately issued promissory notes. Like happened in 
the Colony of New South Wales, the Governor of 
the Van Diemen's Land (later called Tasmania) 
Lieutenant Governor Collins saw his local economy 
held up due to the shortages.  
 

Authorities in Britain had put little thought into how 
the Government would even pay their accounts. No 
provision had been devised forcing their 
Commissariat Stores to issue their own promissory 
notes.  Before long local businessmen and colonists 
began to issue their own, these being in fairly small 
denominations usually up to one pound. Early notes 
were issued in Spanish dollars, the silver versions of 
which were universally used around the word due to 
their consistent purity of silver. A four dollar note 
for example was about equivalent to an English 
pound. Most notes were issued in Spanish Dollars or 

Pound Sterling.   
 

Even though a promissory note was issued with a 
value it depended on those accepting them as to 
whether they would discount them i.e. accept them at 
a reduced price. Those of a reliable or well-known 
issuer suffered little however others may be accepted 
at up to 50% off.  
 

It wasn’t too long before people like engraver 
Samuel Clayton was engraving books of blank 
promissory notes. The Colonial Times in Tasmania 
had books for sale later in 1826. Notes need not be 
printed on any form as any scrap of paper could be 

used. Notes that remain 
today can be very tatty 
and damaged, some are 
even repaired, which 
indicates that these notes 
circulated extensively. As 
nearly always happened 
forgeries soon emerged to 
circulate side by side with 
genuine ‘notes’.  
 

Due to the confusing state 
over working out the 
value of the notes ‘The 
Sterling Money Act’ 
came into being in 
Tasmania on 22nd 
September, 1826, 
requiring all accounting, 
bank records and 

promissory notes to be kept in Sterling. It was then 
decided to ban small denomination notes and those 
in Spanish Dollars.  The removal of the notes caused 
problems until several banks opened in Tasmania 
and issued their own private notes however the 
shortage of small change continued.  Ironically 
Thomas Lempriere was one of the founders of the 
Bank of Van Diemen’s Land, one of the private 
banks established.     
 

One has to wonder if William George Evans of the 
Surveyor-General's Department was associated with 
our Thomas Lempriere. Evans resigned in December 
1825 on the ground of ill health, eight months after 
his wife had died. Earl Bathurst wrote welcoming his 
resignation, confirming his pension and agreeing to 
abandon further investigation of his past conduct. 
Soon afterwards Evans sailed for England with his 
second wife, Lucy Parris, daughter of Thomas 
Lempriere, in November; while there, he 
supplemented his pension of £200 by teaching art, 
but in November 1828, when he heard of Oxley's 
death, he applied for appointment as surveyor-
general in New South Wales, claiming that his health 
was fully recovered but was unsuccessful. He moved 
to Hobart and later died on 16th October, 1852, aged 
72.  
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OPENING OF HASSALL PARK AT  O’CONNELL 
 

 
On 28th November, 2014, in the presence of a small 
enthusiastic gathering, which included Hassall 
family descendants, local residents and children 
from the public school, the Mayor of Oberon, John 
McMahon, officially opened “HASSALL PARK” at 
O’Connell and unveiled a heritage sign.  
 

The tiny rest park which adjoins the Fish River on 
the west side of the village was once Wiradjuri land 
and was granted in 1818 in a 600 acre lot to James 
Hassall who sold in the 1830s to his brother, the 
Rev. Thomas Hassall. Thomas held much of 
O’Connell land until the 1860s.  
 

Thomas Hassall’s great, great, great granddaughter, 
Alison Shaw (nee Hope) spoke to the school 
children about the six Hassall family 
members who had owned properties 
along the river, such as “Milford”, 
“Brisbane Grove” and “Llambeda”, all 
of which are still well known.  
 

Iain Macpherson spoke on behalf of the 
indigenous people of the area. The 
Heritage Sign bears paintings of a 
goanna, the Wiradjuri totem, on one side 
and sketches of the early O’Connell 
village on the other.  
 

The name of the park was chosen from 
submissions by interested persons. 
(Thanks to Merryll Hope for this info.)  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

STONEWARE  GINGER   BEER  
BOTTLES  

Most people today take it for granted 
that fizzy drinks came in glass bottles, 
however a century ago brewed ginger 
beer at least, came in stoneware bottles.   

The stoneware type bottles were 
required as an unattractive sediment was 
formed during the fermenting process and the ginger 
beer manufacturers did not want the buyers to be put  

 

off.  Usually the contents of the bottles were 
consumed directly from the bottle so that the drinker 
would never see the cloudy contents. The ginger 
beer was made from an extract of the ginger root. 

Stoneware ginger beer bottles are known as ‘stonies’ 
amongst bottle collectors and are keenly collected by 
many collectors.  There are basically two types of 
these bottles - firstly the ‘impressed’ type where the 
name of the user and/or potter is impressed into the 
moist clay before firing and secondly where the 
name is ‘transferred’  - this was applied in the form 
of a label transfer or it was stamped on with an inked 
rubber stamp subsequent to glazing.  The latter 
allowed some ornate designs and names to be used, 
this assisting with the promotion of the product.  The 

impressed bottles were the first 
types to be introduced and can be 
somewhat crude in their application. 

Thomas Field learnt the pottery 
trade working in his hometown of 
Barnet, north of London, in 
England.  In 1841 he left his 
employer, Mr J.A. Gransbury and 
sailed on the ‘ALFRED’ to Sydney 
arriving as a free settler on 29th 
January 1842.  Soon after his arrival 
he established his pottery business 
in George Street, south 
BRICKFIELD HILL.  Brickfield 
Hill had been the site where 
convicts had made bricks within the 
first three months of landing.  The 
site was closed down for making 
bricks around 1838 as brickmakers 
moved out along the Parramatta 
Road.    

Field was able to obtained grey clay 
nearby which was brought to his 
works by horse and cart.  Initially 
he made mainly ginger beers with 

varying impressed stamps.  The majority of his 
ginger beers are crude and salt glazed.  His brown to 
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dark brown bottles are all approximately 170mm 
high and 75mm in diameter with these often crude 
hand thrown bottles indicating the primitive and 
inadequate conditions the potters worked in.  
Basically Field used about eight different stamps on 
his bottles however there were only two basic 
stamps - 'T FIELD - POTTER - SYDNEY' on three 
straight or curved lines and 'T FIELD & SONS - 
POTTERS – SYDNEY’, the latter stamp is in an 
oval.  He also dated some bottles.   

He not only made ginger beer bottles but he is listed 
as a publican of the Freemason's Arms Hotel, 614 
George Street, Sydney, 1851 to 1855, a ginger beer 
brewer, 624 George Street, Sydney, purchasing his 
sugar, essences and chemicals locally.  He traded as 
‘T. FIELD & SON’ from 1872.  After Thomas Field 
died on 24th April, 1880, his sons carried on the 
business until 1887 when the local clay ran out 
forcing the brothers to close down the business.    

Field made many ginger beer bottles including those 
for Richard Fawcett- a Bathurst cordial maker who 
was in business in 1848. 

Before filling the stone ginger beer bottles would be 
checked or tested with an employee knocking a pair 
of bottles lightly together and listening for the tell-
tale noise of a cracked bottle.  Any cracked bottle 
was usually broken so that it would never be used 
again.  Another worker would then remove any cork 
that may have stuck in the bottle, with a hooked 
piece of wire usually used for this.  The ginger beer 
bottles would then be washed out and given a final 
rinse before they were inspected by a ‘sighter’ (he or 
she did a final inspection before allowing bottles to 
be refilled.  The bottles were then filled up to the 
required mark with the ‘flat’ ginger beer mixture 
before corking.  One has to remember that the 
‘aeration’ comes from the fermenting process of the 
ginger beer.  Women were usually employed to do 
the bottling, wiring and tying and men usually 
looked after the washing and the carrying.   

Enoch Fowler was an early New South Wales potter 
who had been born in Ireland.  His family had been 
potters for several generations.  At the age of twelve 
he was apprenticed and became a proficient potter.  
He arrived in Sydney in 1837 and set up his pottery 
works on the road to Parramatta (in Sydney Town). 
Fowler’s earlier pieces are quite crude also and are 

impressed 'FOWLER' or E. FOWLER'.   In the late 
1830's his half-pint stone ginger beer bottles sold at 
1/6 per dozen or 16/- per gross. Following the death 
of Enoch’s parents back 
in Ireland, Enoch 
suggested to his brothers 
Richard and John and 
sisters Margaret, Elisa 
and Mary, that they 
should now join him in 
Sydney.   

His family arrived in 
1841 with his brothers 
helping out in initially 
the pottery business.  He 
relocated his pottery 
works to the Glebe area 
in 1847.  In 1863 Fowler 
moved to Camperdown, 
still continuing to 
produce a range of 
wares, including his now 
quite famous ginger beer 
bottles.  In 1873, at the age of sixty-six Enoch 
Fowler handed over the reins to his son Robert.  The 
Fowler line went on to become one of Australia’s 
largest companies. 

ooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   

 
Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $20 single and $32 family 
   Corporate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 
Museum Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10am – 4pm.  Sunday 11am-2pm 
 
Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 
Old Government Cottage Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 
Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            

 
Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 
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BATHURST  DISTRICT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  
 

BUS  TRIP  TO   
 

Historic Historic Historic Historic 

hill endhill endhill endhill end 
On Sunday 18th October, 2015 

The bus will leave McDonald’s rear carpark at 7.30 am and will be home by 6 pm. 

 
Includes Morning Tea, Lunch at The Ranch and afternoon tea. Delegates of the Federation of Australian 

Historical Societies will be on board also. Highlights include - an escorted Village Tour, including 
Ackerman’s Cottage, St. Paul’s Church, Hill End Museum and shop and more.  Craigmoor Historic House - 

an impressive double storey A-frame style house built by James Marshall in 1878 to emulate a Scottish 
Hunting Lodge from his homeland. (Note some people have stated they have already seen Craigmoor 
Historic House – so if you want to go through Craigmoor Historic House add $20 to the tour price.)   

 

Tour Cost is $50 – Note: add $20 if you want to go on an   
optional tour of ‘Craigmoor Historic House’  

 

BOOK & PAY EARLY before Monday 12th October, 2015 – by ringing the Society on 63308455 
(best time Tuesday to Sunday between 11am to 2pm) or call personally at the Museum or email 

info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
 
 

 
    

    

    

    

Come along and have a relaxing and Come along and have a relaxing and Come along and have a relaxing and Come along and have a relaxing and 

great day surrounded by history!great day surrounded by history!great day surrounded by history!great day surrounded by history! 

  


