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           BI-CENTENARY  YEAR  EDITION  
    Price $3.00              Free to Members of the Society  

 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 
 

This is our third special edition during 
Bathurst’s Bicentennial year. Plenty has 
taken place and there are still a large 
number of other activities and events to 
take place from now until Christmas.   
 

A great deal of work has gone into the 
events and the Bathurst District Historical 
Society Committee and I would like to 
thank all those who have sacrificed a good 
deal of time to commit themselves to make 
sure that the various events have come to 
fruition.  There is a report of events so far 
in this newsletter. 

  
What a surprise it was to see a 100 year old steam 
traction engine called ‘Sooty’ driving around the 
streets of Bathurst on Friday 8th May. It can be seen 
parked out in the yard of Burke’s Transport. Burke’s 
was one of the major sponsors of the Colonial Fairs 
and other events.   

                                                                                 

The Dennis Fire Engine (below) was a popular hit 
down by the Macquarie River as part of 
the Saturday Colonial Fair as were many 
other vintage vehicles.  
 

Please remember the ‘The Bathurst 200 
Theo Barker Memorial Lecture’ is on 
Friday 14th August at Charles Sturt 
University commencing at 6pm so 
follow the balloons as usual. Renowned 
colonial historian, Associate Professor 
Grace Karskens, from the University of 
New South Wales in Sydney will be our 
guest speaker with the title of her talk –            

‘Life on Australia’s first frontier’.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Be sure to make a point of coming along to find out 
what it was like to make a life in the early farming 
districts of Australia’s first frontier. Also in this talk 
Associate Professor Grace Karskens (above) will 
present some of the findings from her current 
research.  
 

Just a reminder 

SOCIETY  MEMBERSHIPS  
ARE  DUE 

From July for the coming year with a Membership 
Renewal Reminder Form 2015 – 2016 
accompanying this newsletter. If you lose yours or 
need extra copies they will be available at the 
Museum during normal opening hours. The best 
time to visit is between 11am and 2pm on any day 
except Monday.  
 

Alan McRae, FAIHA, President 
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MUSEUM  OPEN  DAY  2015 
 

There was a very definite buzz in the Museum on 
Open Day 2015 with over 200 people coming 
through on Saturday 28th March, which in this 
Bicentennial year is very exciting!  Many took the 
opportunity to bring in elderly relations as well as 
children.  
 

The two Courthouse tours were fully 
booked and very popular, Alan 
Cochrane dressed up in his 1862 
trooper’s uniform and looked very 
dashing. He and Bill Baines taking the 
groups through and giving a very 
comprehensive and entertaining talk.   
 

Guided tours round the Museum (right) 
were also very popular, each tour with at 
least 20 interested visitors, some who 
had been in the Museum before and 
some here for the first time. The 
Reflections 200 Years of Fashion in 
Bathurst exhibition was also well 
represented by Elaine Holland and Judy 
Attard who were kept very busy with 
enquiries and comments about the 
garments and accessories they had on display, which 
was seen in full at BMEC in May.  The small sample 
of photographs from Snapshots in Time was also 
popular creating lots of comments and stories from 
the visitors.   
 

Peta Leseberg took care of the Penzig Room and had 
worked hard on a very interesting and entertaining 
tour of the room that will eventually turn into a self-
guided tour of the Penzig Collection.   

 

Judy Attard with the Reflection’s Fashions 
display on Open Day 2015. 

 

We ran out of show bags very early on, all the Easter 
eggs had gone by 11 o’clock and the Bathurst 
posters we have had available for years have nearly 
all gone!  There were book sales and new 
memberships, a number of historical photographs 
were bought in for scanning which will add to the 
Society’s collection, and as usual, there were lots of 
stories and reminiscences. 
 

There were plenty of visitors from all over – Sydney, 
Millthorpe, Penrith, Katoomba, Canberra, Windsor, 

even as far away as Queensland, together with lots of 
locals who had heard Samantha Friend interviewed 
on ABC Local Radio on Friday morning.  Lucky 
door prizes gave away Central West Lifestyle 
Magazines to two lucky visitors, and a copy of the 
book ‘To Kokoda’ by Nicholas Anderson was won 
by Edith Delaney from Bathurst.    
 

A very handsome tea and 
coffee service was recently 
donated to the Society – it had 
belonged to T.C. McKell who 
had been the Police Magistrate 
in Bathurst in the 1890’s.  We 
were very pleased to welcome 
Tim McKell from Sydney, a 
great nephew of T.C. McKell 
to the Museum, who was very 
pleased to see the objects on 
display. 
 

Of course, all this could not 
have happened without a lot of 
help.  Carol Churches, Dell 
Baines and Ernie Holland 
manned the Front Desk, dealt 

with enquiries, handed out Lucky Door Prize tickets 
and generally held everything together!  Alan 
Cochrane, Alan McRae, Peta Leseberg and Sandy 
Bathgate gave everyone a very interesting and 
entertaining overview of the Museum and 
Courthouse, and Bill Baines and Chris Stewart 
provided back up assistance where and when 
required.  Elaine Holland and Judy Attard were a 
constant source of information regarding the dresses, 
which only left Samantha Friend who ran the whole 
operation from the comfort of her office chair - she 
was due in hospital to have two new knees so 
maintained a 'low' profile.  Thanks too must go to 
the Visitor Information Centre and Annabell and her 
team at the Bathurst200 Pop Up Shop for goodies for 
Show bags, and to Margaret Stephen and Merryll 
Hope who helped pack them. Thanks to everyone 
who took part in our most successful Open Day yet, 
and here’s to next year - bigger and better than ever!   
 

ooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 
 

IT HAS ALL BEEN HAPPENEING! 
 

The Bathurst District Historical Society has had a 
number of events under its umbrella with the first 
being the official opening of the Old Government 
Cottage Bicentennial Heritage Garden on Sunday 
29th March. The opening was part of Bathurst’s 
Bicentennial celebrations. The impressive new 
garden is located at 16 Stanley Street down by the 
Macquarie River and is open every Sunday 
afternoon from 12 noon until 4pm.   
 

The Bathurst Garden Club is responsible for the 
success of the garden which attracts an increasing 
number of visitors every Sunday. Members of the 
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garden club professionally designed, set out and 
established the Bicentennial Heritage Garden. Their 
concept was to educate and show visitors who come 
to see the historic brick cottage the types of plants 
that would have been in a typical Bathurst household 
garden some 150 years and more ago. Our garden 
from the Georgian-Victorian era has herbs, 
vegetables, berries and fruit such as apricot, apples 
and pears as well as fragrant fresh flowers.     

 
In excess of 250 people, some in Colonial costume, 
filled the garden as well as along the footpath to 
witness the opening by the Mayor of Bathurst, 
Councillor Gary Rush, who congratulated all those 
concerned with the project which commenced in 
November 2012. Mr Ken Bradley, President of 
Garden Clubs of Australia, travelled from Sydney to 
express some complimentary words about a typical 
garden of around the 1840s. He wanted to be on 
hand for the occasion and to tell of the importance of 
such a project near the site where Governor 
Macquarie’s tent was pitched. The garden was 
organised to be part of Bathurst’s 200 years 
celebrations.   
 

Keen gardeners who visit Old Government Cottage 
on a Sunday afternoon can view the itemised listing 
of all the varieties of plants that have been included 
in the Georgian-Victorian garden which has been 
lovingly prepared by the Bathurst Garden Club. The 
detail is quite incredible.  
 

The project was funded by the Bathurst Regional 
Council, Bathurst District Historical Society, 
Bathurst Garden Club, Bathurst Community Op 
Shop who donated $1,000 and the Bathurst Antique 
Car Club who donated the teak garden seat. 

 

The day was marked by a triple opening by Mayor 
Gary Rush with the Bicentennial Heritage Garden, 
“The Pillars of Bathurst Cultural Garden” and ‘A 
Delightful Spot’- Early Government Settlement Area 
Heritage Trail at 11am. After the opening there was 
a Pioneer Picnic on the banks of the Macquarie 
River which saw visitors and the general public 
enjoying their own picnic lunch and refreshments or 
one provided by The Wholefood Kitchen.    
 

Old Government Cottage has hosted a number of 
tours and special visits over the past 12 months. The 
cottage can be opened for groups and bus tours.   
 

 
Bathurst Regional Council’s ‘A Delightful Spot’ is 
an interpretation project about the European 
settlement of Bathurst 200 years ago. It includes a 
walking trail, an exhibition, an online database of 
old maps and illustrations, playground equipment 
and a street art project.  
 

 

The Pillars of Bathurst Cultural Garden, adjacent to 
the Ohkuma Gardens, was also included in the 
opening which saw a number of lives 
commemorated. The first 22 people have been 
featured on the Pillars of Bathurst and include 
Benjamin Isaacs – 1796 – 1881 – Newspaperman; 
Caroline Keightley – 1840 – 1898 – Heroine of 
Rockley; James Byrn Richards – 1802 – 1881 – 
Surveyor; Blair Anderson Wark – 1894 – 1941 – 
War Hero; John Fennell – c1790 – 1826 – Bathurst 
Commandant; Kath Knowles – 1970 – 2010 – 
Community Leader and William Astley – 1855 – 
1911 – Federation Activist, to name a few.     
 

A brochure has been printed that provides a brief 
history of those named on each pillar so far.  
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These past Bathurstians have added something 
special to the story of the Bathurst Region, offering 
inspiration to living and future generations. Many of 
those people initially selected has brought forth 
those who are less known today and who deserve to 
be better known. Now that the project has been 
launched members of the community are able to 
nominate new “Pillars” until the eighty plaques 
available have been filled.  
 

The “Pillars” are represented by restored cast iron 
verandah posts which have an historic relationship 
with the Royal Hotel in William Street. They have 
been set out in an oval shape surrounded by a 
pleasant garden setting.  
 

The exhibitions began with the installation of ‘A 
Moment in Time’ exhibition on 28th April in the 
Bathurst Memorial Entertainment Centre. ‘A 
Moment in Time’ commemorated the celebrated 
crossing of the Blue Mountains in 1813 by 
Europeans and the consequences for the colony and 
indigenous Australians.  

 

This exhibition (below), which was part of 
Bathurst’s 200th Anniversary celebrations, attracted 
very pleasing numbers throughout the time it was 
open to the public. Local school students visited this 
and other excursions in the Bathurst Memorial 
Entertainment Centre. This Exhibition was one of 
many events that have had free entry during the year.  

 

 

Reflections – 200 Years of Women’s Fashion 
exhibition was open from 2nd to 9th May and 
attracted large numbers of visitors. It was the largest 
display of colonial clothing ever held by the Bathurst 
District Historical Society as well as other loaned 
clothing from private sources. Organised by the 
Bead and Wirecraft Guild Inc., the exhibition took 
nearly two years to coordinate and prepare. The 
collection held by the Bathurst District Historical 
Society is considered the most significant in 
Australia concerning items from the one locality.  

 
The idea of the Flag Staff came about after a group 
of Bathurst citizens became interested in 
commemorating the 1815 flag staff in a practical and 
fitting way as a Bathurst Bicentenary project. From 
this idea a good deal of planning and research was 
carried out by numerous people and organisations. 
Local architect Henry Bialowas had a vision and 
came up with a rough drawing which was put to 
Bathurst Regional Council.    

 
Obviously there was a great deal of extra work that 
had to be done and the Bathurst Regional Council is 
to be congratulated on bringing the project to 
fruition.  
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It was a civic event to reinstate Governor 
Macquarie’s Flag Staff on the picturesque banks of 
the Macquarie River on Thursday 7th May, 
commencing at 10.30am. Hundreds of local citizens 
and visitors were housed under a long marquee to 
witness the special ceremony on Proclamation Day 
2015. His Excellency General The Honourable 
David Hurley A.C., D.S.C., (Ret’d), Governor of 
New South Wales and The Hon Warren Truss, M.P., 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Infrastructure and Regional Affairs and the Hon. 
Paul Toole, Member for Bathurst and Minister for 
Local Government and other special guests attended.  
 

 

This most important ceremony was held to mark 
Bathurst’s bicentenary, recalling the past and 
looking to the future. It has been described as one of 
the great events in Bathurst’s history. The ceremony 
was moving, humorous, inspiring and very visual, 
including the re-enactment of the arrival of Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie and his proclamation of the 
township of Bathurst. The steady beating of a drum 
heralded the Redcoats, convicts, workmen and 
colonials to graphically depict a performance in 
history 200 years ago. 
 

The two-hour ceremony was fitting for our city’s 
200th Anniversary which was compared by 
Christopher Morgan.                                                                                                      

Sooty, the traction steam engine, above, with Elie 

outside Elie’s Café in William Street, was a great hit 
when it visited a number of the major sponsors of 
the Bathurst Bicentenary Colonial Fair.  
 

A subcommittee of the Bathurst District Historical 
Society planned and organised the two Bathurst 
Bicentenary Colonial Fairs, one on 7th May and the 
other on 9th May.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeff McSpedden was the chairman of the Bathurst 
Bicentenary Colonial Fair Committee and 
responsible, with a team of volunteers, for all the 
post and rail fencing, bush tables and the impressive 
and well-constructed slab hut.    
 

The Saturday Bicentenary Colonial Fair was by far 
the larger of the two fairs with thousands attending. 
Held in Bicentennial Park beside the Bathurst 
Showground the park was turned into the colonial 
era for the major part with the help of many.   
 

Slab huts were a familiar feature of rural Australia 
and some lasted many years as public structures such 
as schools or churches. Timber slabs were split from 
the logs of straight trees that were cut down to clear 
the land for pastures. Many early settlers found the 
Australian trees were very hard when compared to 
their homeland as the tools became very blunt quite 
quickly.  
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Thousands of cobs of corn were peeled, cooked 
and given away to the public. 

   
Keeping the corn cooker going. 
 

Some of the displays included a convict barrack, 
ancient tools and artefacts, a typical pre-European 
Wiradjuri camp, Family History display, steam 
traction engines, other ancient engines, vintage 
vehicles (cars, trucks, motorcycles, bicycles, penny 
farthings, sulkies and Cobb & Co coach), horse 
drawn historic wagon and horse drawn historic 
carriage, Kindi animal farm, vintage merry-go-
round, flying fox, children’s games, Lithgow Living 
History Group,  army and artillery pieces, Red Coats 
camp with accommodation and officer’s tents as 
well as medical tent, spinners and weavers, bush 
music, a ball and chain race (which replaced the 
annual duck race for this year) on the Macquarie 
River.   
 

There was the final judging of the Colonial Dress 
Competition, the conclusion of Bathurst Beards 
competition as well as a full and comprehensive 
entertainment programme on stage. The day was 
planned to make it an event for the whole family.  
 

There were the lost trades from the past with the 
blacksmith, wheelwright, whip maker and whip 

cracker, blade shearing and other trades.   

 
Our blacksmith knew his trade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our capable whip maker and another dying art. 

 

Blade shearers are getting hard to find these days. 
From the 1880s and 1890s blade or hand shearing 
was slowly replaced by machine shears. Back in the 
hand shearing days there were always legends of the 
shearing shed but there was no denying it could be a 
back-breaking job.  
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Hundreds of colonial and antique tools and artefacts 
were on display at both fairs giving a fascinating 
insight into what our colonial forebears used and 
possessed.   

 
With the experts on hand to answer questions there 
were those pieces that the older generation could 
relate to.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The bush carpenter was kept busy all day discussing 
old techniques and tools.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindifarm was a popular place with both youngsters 
and adults alike.  

 
Quota International of Bathurst was one of the local 
organisations kept busy keeping everybody fed.  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The quality and variety of the entertainment was 
superb and drew a good crowd throughout the day.  

 
Various artists as well as bands entertained the 
throng who sat for hours during the performances.  
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The Redcoats maintained law and order throughout 
the day as they fired volleys of shots and arrested the 
miscreants who ignored their commands. The 
floggings attracted large crowds at each session. 
 

The fair marked the announcement of the winner of 
“Bathurst’s Best Beard” competition and fund 
raisers for the 2015 2BS Bathurst Lions Christmas 
Miracle Appeal. The categories included eight 
novelty beard categories – Best Ginger Beard, Best 
Grey Beard, Longest Beard, Grooviest Beard, Best 
Designer Beard, Funniest Beard, Bushiest Beard and 
Best Short Beard.  

 
The number of people in colonial and other period 
costume was very pleasing and there was a good 
line-up for the Colonial Costume Competition at the 
Thursday Fair with the winners coming back on 
Saturday for the finals.   

 
There was a large gathering from grandmas to 
grandchildren and all in between for the finals of the 
Colonial Costume Competition which was sponsored 
by the Bathurst R.S.L. Club.   Earl Bathurst was on 
hand with his wife, Countess Bathurst, to assist and 
then help present the prizes to the winners of each of 
the three sections.  
 

The judges found it very difficult to arrive at a 
winner with the quality and complexity of the 
costumes that were on display on the day.  It was 
obvious that many hours of work had gone into 
making each outfit.     
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Earl Bathurst, left, and Ian Miller, a Director from 
the Bathurst R.S.L. Club, at right, with the winners 
of the ‘Family’ section.  

 

Countess Bathurst, with the winner of the ‘Adult 
Male’ section of the Colonial Costume Competition 
and Ian Miller, presenting his prize money.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The organisers of the Bathurst Bicentennial Colonial 
Fairs and the event itself have attracted many 
favourable comments for the concept, variety and 
number of attractions at the fairs and the 
involvement of the community who assisted in 
putting on the event.   
 

Snapshots in Time Photographic Exhibition - 

Reliving Bathurst’s Past and the Wall of Valour, the 
latter a tribute to Bathurst and District Servicemen 
and women in the Bathurst Memorial Entertainment 
Centre  was another enormous event that attracted 
large numbers of the public. Those who attended to 
view it really enjoyed what they saw. Many came 
back for a second and third look while others were 
still arriving two days after it finished and 
dismantled, unfortunately they had missed it.  

 

Snapshots was launched in 
the Bathurst City Centre on 
12th March this year by the 
Mayor of Bathurst, Gary 
Rush. The exhibition 
consisted of 600 local 
historical images in the main 
section as well as 100 others 
and some 50 photographic 
entries. In addition there 
were 100 Wall of Valour 
images in honour of those 

men and women who had served in the various 
conflicts overseas going back as far as the Sudan 
Campaign.   

 
My idea to hang the photos on wire, which was 
modified and constructed by Greg Ingersole and his 
crew, proved to be most advantageous for displaying 
the images over the week-long display.   

 

A tribute to the Wall of Valour exhibition featured a 
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wall of poppies and other plants and flowers and 
what they mean to ‘Remembrance’.  

 
Phil Murray, Advocate Photographer – above - 
opened Snapshots in Time Exhibition during the 
Official Opening on Monday 11th May. One fact 
that surprised me, not only about Snapshots in Time 
but all events, was the number of out-of-towners 
who travelled and stayed in Bathurst. Snapshots in 
Time also attracted much favoured comments in one 
form or another. 

 
Robert Trimming’s photo was featured in the 
exhibition. Bob served in the Royal Australian Navy 
from 1965 and later undertook two trips to Vietnam, 
one being in 1969 as part of what they nicknamed 
the “‘Vung Tau Ferry’. Each voyage took between 
10 and 12 days in each direction. 

NEW BOOK RELEASE –  
‘HOW THE WEST WAS WON’ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert Ellis released his latest book at the Bathurst 
District Historical Society’s April 2015 muster. It 
endeavours to tell something of the era in a time 
when the ordinary men and women and their 
families crossed the mighty Blue Mountains. It is a 
story where examples are given of their social lives, 
their work, their leisure and their pioneering 
successes and tragedies. It covers the explorations of 
the Blue Mountains, its crossing, Cox’s Road, 
Oxley’s early journeys, the Squatters and settlers and 
the effect on the Wiradjuri and other Aboriginal 
people. They are on sale at the Museum shop. 

 
The Society is also selling the CD of “The 54th 
Chronicles” which contains the history, images and 
honour rolls – WWI, WWII and other nominal rolls. 
This history of the 54th Australian Infantry Battalion 
includes some interesting personal histories as well. 
The CD is selling at $20 from our shop in the 
Museum.    
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SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR MUSTERS 
 

Please note that the committee decided to relocate 
the monthly musters to a new location due to the 
numbers attending had outgrown the capacity of 
the museum to hold the numbers coming along.    
 

Monthly Musters are held now at the Uniting 
Church Activities Hall (between the church and 
the 1837 Hall) in William Street, opposite 
Machattie Park. Musters are open to the public 
with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of having 
supper afterwards and people are requested to 
bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

16th July (Thursday) Muster - Roy Menzies will 
present the history of the Granny Smith apple and 
the part the New South Wales Department of 
Agriculture’s Experimental Station in Bathurst 
played in this famous cooking apple.    
 

6th August (Thursday) Annual General Meeting 
of the Bathurst District Historical Society in the 
Museum in Russell Street at 7.30pm. This last 
twelve months has been a massive year for the 
Bathurst District Historical Society.   
 

14th August (Friday) – 
‘The Bathurst 200 Theo 
Barker Memorial Lecture’ 
- Renowned colonial 
historian, Associate 
Professor Grace Karskens, 
University of New South 
Wales, Sydney, will be the 
guest speaker with the title 
of her talk – ‘Life on 
Australia’s first frontier’. 
The lecture is to be held on 
the Bathurst campus of 
Charles Sturt University 
commencing at 6pm.  
 

So what was it like to make a life in the early 
farming districts of Australia's first frontier?  How 
did people learn about the new country, how did 
they make new families and communities, how did 
they remake old cultures? And what happened to 
them?  In this talk Associate Professor Grace 
Karskens will present some of the findings from her 
current research on the people and environments of 
Castlereagh and the Nepean River in the early 
colonial period. 
 

Grace is the author of a number of histories on early 
colonial NSW, especially dealing with early Sydney 

and The Rocks.  

 

17th September (Thursday) – Muster – Alex 
Bedwell – “HMAS Bathurst and other World War 
Two Corvettes.” Hear about the ship named after 
Bathurst and Alex’s wartime experiences aboard his 
Corvette. 
 

26th – 27th September (Saturday and Sunday) 
BATHEX 2015 Bicentenary Collectables, Gem 
and Mineral Exhibition - Bathurst Remembers 
200 Years of History.  This two day event will 
amass hundreds of feet of historical displays as well 
as numerous sellers of a great variety of material will 
be held at the Bathurst Showgrounds in the three 
pavilions as well as outdoors. 
  

15th October (Thursday) Muster – David Goldney 
– “Cox's Road Dreaming - a natural history of Cox’s 
1815 Road.”   
 

31st October - 1st November (Saturday & 
Sunday) - 9.30am to 5pm - Bathurst Spring 
Garden Spectacular Open Gardens Weekend and 
includes Old Government Cottage Bicentennial 
Heritage Garden. As it is the bicentenary year, only 
heritage houses and gardens will be on display. 
There is a superb selection of gardens. The Western 
Advocate will feature at least one of the gardens 
each month with a selection of photos. 

 

19th November (Thursday) Muster - Mark 
Gordon will speak on Teapot Swamp – Moorilda. 
Mark has considerable interest and knowledge of 
land grants in and around Bathurst. He is descended 
from David Gordon of Poor Man’s Hollow and his 
side of the family went to White Rock. Mark 
recently edited the book – ‘Moorilda: The story of 
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Teapot Swamp - the village that vanished.’ 
 

3rd December - (Thursday) - BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party at the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, 
bring your family and any guests. Also please bring 
a plate of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP 
to the front desk on 63324755 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or to 
amcrae@lisp.com.au by 1st December, 2015, to 
assist with organising. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

BATHURST  GIRL  SERVED  ON  HOSPITAL 
SHIP H.M.A.H.S. WANGANELLA 

 
Emily Ruth Mary Willman was born in Bathurst on 
12th July, 1919. She enlisted with number NI1074 
on 10th April, 1941, and discharged in early 
September 1941. Emily then re-enlisted on 25th 
September, 1941, with number NX76422 and joined 
the Australian Army Medical Service rising to the 
rank of Lieutenant. She was sent to Colombo in 
Ceylon on the hospital ship H.M.A.H.S. 
Wanganella, disembarking on 12th October, 1941. 
On this occasion the ship also carried the 2/12 
Australian General Hospital’s entire medical unit 
who were establishing a ‘half way hospital’ to assist 
with medical evacuations from the Middle East. 
Sergeant Bill Oxley was Ward Master at the time.  
 

The Wanganella was built by Harland and Wolff 
shipyards at Belfast and named “Achimota”. She 
was launched in December 1929. Initially the ship 
was to be used in a service from Liverpool to South 
Africa. It had twin screws to make it a faster and was 

a first class steamer. Unfortunately the depression 
saw it sold and renamed Wanganella before heading 
to Sydney arriving on 29th December, 1932. It was 
used on the Sydney - New Zealand run.  

 

Wanganella image courtesy Australian War Memorial 
 

In mid 1941 the Wanganella was converted in 
Melbourne to become a Hospital Ship allowing her 
to transport equipment and medical personnel. It had 
a fully operational hospital complete with air 
conditioned operating theatres where the Tudor 
Lounge had originally been situated. Patient wards 
were set up on the lower decks, the ship also having 
a steam laundry.   
 

The ship was painted white, with the conventional 
broad green band circling her hull, broken at 
intervals with large red crosses. During the night the 
ship would be fully illuminated according to 
International law and the Hague Convention. Details 
of the Wanganella were notified to the enemy 
powers, as was the ill-fated hospital ship Centaur, as 
protected ships. The Centaur was sunk by the 
Japanese submarine 1-177 under orders from Lt-
Commander Nakagawa who often sank ships 
regardless and fired on survivors from sinking ships.     
 

 H.M.A.H.S. Wanganella could accommodate 
around 400 patients along with the large medical 
staff of around 110. Emily returned to Melbourne 
from Ceylon in January 1943 and was discharged on 
27th January, 1944.  

 
Above – Emily on board the Wanganella on their 
way to Colombo in 1941. Emily listed her father 
Thomas Coates Wing Willman as her next-of-kin.  
After the war she married so her married name was 
Emily Skerrett.  
 

During her war service the Wanganella travelled 
some 251,661 miles and transported 13,385 
passengers including many POW’s.  
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BEN HALL BANNED! 
 

 
With Bathurst’s association with Ben Hall it is 
surprising to learn that the New South Wales Police 
Force wanted to ban a film about him in 1911.  
 

Above - The front page of the Police Gazette 
notifying all Police stations in New South Wales of 
the “Prohibition of Exhibition of Cinematograph 
Film, entitled Ben Hall.” The Inspector-General’s 
Office in Sydney in pursuance of the powers 
conferred upon him by section 27 of the “Theatres 
and Public Hall Act, 1908,” the Minister had, after 
careful consideration, has, by writing under his hand, 
prohibited the exhibition of the Cinematograph Film 
entitled “Ben Hall”.  
 

Ernest C. Day, Inspector-General of the Police 
instructed that should the picture be shown at any 
place a report must be submitted immediately for 
transmission to the Chief Secretary.  
 

The ban was not new as a general ban on films 
telling the story of any bushrangers had been in 
place for at least a year in New South Wales though 
they were initially issued in South Australia as early 
as 1911. The New South Wales Government had 
amended its “Theatres and Public Hall Act, 1908,” 
as they were worried as to what such films could do.  
A number of such films had already been made from 
1906 and this decision saw the Australian film 
industry go into decline as these types of films had 
been proving quite popular.  
 

Did the police or the Government really believe that 

seeing a film on bushrangers would see men racing 
across the state committing holdups! Times must 
however been a bit controversial as around the same 
time there were calls to ban films depicting kissing.  
 

The first Ben Hall and His Gang movie got some 
screenings before the ban came in. The 1910 version 
of “The Life and Adventures of John Vane, the 
Notorious Australian Bushranger” was later on the 
banned list. Other bushranger themed productions 
were “Robbery Under Arms”, “Captain Midnight, 
the Bush King”, “Dan Morgan”, “Captain Starlight, 
or Gentleman of the Road”, “Thunderbolt’, “The 
Lady Outlaw” and the like were soon gathering dust. 
There were still bans on some during the depression.   

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

WHAT WAS HAPPENEING IN 1898? 
 

The 23rd May, 1898, was a Monday and the main 
news in the Bathurst Free Press was the visit to 
Bathurst by the Premier of New South Wales, the 
Right Hon G.H.  Reid.  He attended a banquet in his 
honour at the Royal Hotel in William Street - below.  
Some of those in attendance were Hon. F. Jago, 
M.L.C., Hon. E. Webb, M.L.C., Dr. Machattie, 
Aldermen J. Simmons, R.L. Gilmour, E.T. Webb, 
W. Prichard Bassett, A.B. James (local cordial 
manufacturer), Dr. G. Hurst, W.F. Bassett, W.C. 
Kelk, J. McPhillamy and W. Woodruff.   

 

There was some talk concerning Federation and the 
fear that railway employees would receive less 
wages if Federation came about.   
 

Advertisements were quite plentiful with Mr. J.P. 
Ryan, Jnr., of the Railway Meat Market in Keppel 
Street selling “all meats of the best quality at half 
price on Saturday nights.”  T. & E. Cameron were 
carrying on their “First Class Coach and Buggy 
Business” in the shop lately occupied by Mr. J.J. 
Curran.  W.H.  Hudson and Co., wanted to buy 
Hares and Rabbits in any quantity - hares good fresh 
killed - hares must be kept as clean as possible - 
insides to be left in.  Rabbits must be trapped or 
snared, insides taken out, cleaned properly and hung 
in pairs.  John Hunter and Sons - next door but one 
to the Royal Hotel in William Street were Saddle 
and Harness Makers - all grades of riding saddles in 
stock or to order at bedrock prices.   Under 
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“Wanted” was “Good General Servant - References 
required.  Mrs. Preen, Hope Street. Bathurst.”  

Matthews Acme Flour Mill in Howick Street had 
asked Thomas Durack to auction off some damaged 
stock.  

24th May was Empire 
Day in 1898, a Tuesday, 
and a time for a holiday 
from school and work.  
The Number 11 Bathurst 
Company of Mounted 
Rifles turned out in force 
and held their last 
efficiency parade for the 
current quarter at 11am.  
After dress inspection, 
review order and 

dismounting the troops fired a feu-de-joie at 12 noon 
to honour Queen Victoria’s birthday. In the 
afternoon the servicemen took part in a competition 
at the rifle range.  Light snow fell and the air was 
“keen and frosty”.    
 
The Women's Christian Temperance Union was in 
full swing at this time in Bathurst.  They held their 
usual meeting at the Masonic Hall where those in 
attendance were addressed by Mr. Lee. 

 

A Queen Victoria Crown and Half Crown that 
were used in Australia in the 1890s. 

 

Advertisements in May 1898 included – Mr. W.J. 
Crane - Dentist - in George Street (near Keppel 
Street) did extractions for 1/- (ten cents) each 
without any painkillers; extractions with Ethyl (to 

deaden the pain a bit) 2/6 (25 cents);  or with “gas” 
7/6 (75 cents).   

 
Maddy and Flemming - the leading Coach Builders 
of Keppel Street were selling sulkies for 10 pounds 
($20), Buggies for 25 pounds ($50) or Phaetons for 
30 pounds ($60), specialist carts 110 pounds ($220).    
 

Dr. McKenzies’ Eye Lotion was advertising his 
lotion as a certain cure for inflamed eyes and lids, 
weak eyes, Blight or Dimness - 1/6 (15 cents) a 
bottle or Dr. McKenzie’s Cough Balsam - 1/- (10 
cents) a bottle - it was available from Samuel Harris, 
MPS Consulting Chemist.  The finest aromatic 
tobacco known as "Royal Delight" was being sold in 
Bathurst at this time - it was of American 
manufacture.  Under "Notice - Wanted Farm Hand - 
must be good ploughman, stack builder, Thatch, 
Press Hay etc. - Must have references - permanent 
job - wages One Pound Five shillings ($2.50) 
without board - Apply ---".   
 

Some beer and spirit prices of the day (1898) were a 
bottle of English Ale 1/1 (11 cents); large bottle of 
English Porter 1/1 (11 cents); large bottle Foster's 
Beer 1/- (10 cents);  Hennessy Brandy 7/- (70 cents); 
bottle Old Jamaica Rum 5/- (50 cents); Wolfe's 
Schnapps large 4/10 (48 cents) and small 2/6 (25 
cents); Dry Gin 3/6 (35 cents) and a bottle of "high 
class" Chablis Dinner Wine 2/- (20 cents). 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

SERVICEMEN’S PLAQUE IN THE 
SOCIETY’S COLLECTION. 

 

The Society has in its collection thousands of items 
and from time to time it is interesting to find out a 
little more about an item or who it may relate to. I 
soon found out this plaque related to the Read family 
who lived at 127 Havannah Street in Bathurst. Cyril 
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Herbert Read was born in Bathurst about 1896, the 
son of Herbert Read and Celia Sophie “Cissie” nee 
Turner. His mother had been born in 1870.  This was 
a plaque in honour of Cyril.   
 

Cyril’s age at enlistment at Bathurst on 27th June, 
1915, was 21 years and 7 months and he was still 
single. He was in the militia in the 53rd Battalion 
and worked in Bathurst as a clerk. He listed his 
father as Herbert Read. His Service Number was 
2477. His application was co-signed by Captain 
Pringle commanding the 53rd Battalion.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He undertook his oath the same day before Lieut H. 
Pittendrigh, Recruiting Officer. Cyril was 5 feet 11½ 
inches tall and weighed 190 lbs. His fair complexion 
matched brown eyes and his light brown hair. He 
listed his region as Church of England. Captain 
Harvey, AAMC, conducted his medical at Bathurst.   
 

Cyril was part of the 5th Reinforcements for the 53rd 
Battalion and sailed from Sydney Harbour aboard A-
47 Mashobar on 14th September, 1916. Training 
continued on board the troopship which included   
rifle drill, bayonet practice, target shooting, signals, 
first aid, and other pastimes such as playing cards, 
boxing, pillow fights on a greasy pole, listen to 
music and even gambling though the latter was 
banned. Finally they arrived in Plymouth England on 
2nd November, 1916. The men underwent further 
training before being sent to France on board S.S. 
Princess Henrietta from Folkstone, a port town 
located on the English Channel, in Kent, south-east 
England, on 14th December, 1916. Cyril was bound 
“to reinforce the Line” as part of the 14th Training 
Battalion.   
 

Cyril and his mates arrived at Etaples, a French 
fishing port and one of a series of British Army 

bases that stretched along the Channel coast of 
France, and sent to the 5th Australian Division Base 
Depot. There was further training in gas warfare and 
bayonet drill with other spare time filled in with 
marching at the double around the sand dunes. 
 

He became part of C Company and arrived in the 
trenches the day before Christmas where he was 
taken on strength. The men got special rations for 
Christmas Day supplied by the Comforts Fund in 
Australia. Donations from Bathurst would have 
helped with this as Mrs. Beavis was a keen local 
supporter and fundraiser for the Comfort Fund.   
 

The winter of 1916-17 was freezing and Cyril must 
have wondered what hit him. The men were rotated 
in and out of trenches in the Somme Valley. With 
the new reinforcements came an abundance of 
ammunition allowing the artillery batteries to 
provide an incessant bombardment to harass the 
Germans. Any position known to have been 
inhabited by the enemy saw shells reign down on 
their trenches, billets, roads, headquarters as well as 
their artillery positions. The 53rd Battalion soon 
found that it was too muddy so that for much of 
January the hated mud rendered most of the intended 
infantry operations hopeless in some sectors.  

 

Postcard from the front 
 

Cyril arrived at the front at a time when the digger’s 
meals were being transported to the front trenches in 
large metal food containers, having been cooked in 
kitchens set up not far in the rear. The troop’s morale 
had improved by this time due, some said, to 
Birdwood’s administration. 
 

Cyril was part of a party sent out to attack a German 
trench protected by rows of “barrelrolled” barb wire. 
They were under heavy artillery and trench mortars 
and were trying to attempt to capture the Germans in 
their dugouts however despite heavy fighting and 
capturing part of the trench the Germans 
counterattacked. How Cyril was killed is unknown.  
 

Officially he was “killed in action in the field” on 1st 
February 1917, less than five weeks after he arrived 
in France.  By the time the information was sent to 
the Anzac Section, 3rd Echelon, General Head 
Quarters, British Expeditionary Force it appeared on 
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Cyril’s paperwork by Lieut H.L. Ferns, Officer In-
charge of Records, on 9th February, 1917.    
 

His Grave Registration Report, dated 6th April, 
1917, stated that he was buried at Gun Valley, above 
Waterloo Farm, France. By the 18th May, 1920, 
authorities had written to Cyril’s father in Bathurst 
informing him that his son’s body had been 
exhumed and reburied in the Plot 7 Row B, Guards 
Cemetery, Les Boeufs, (nearest the Railway Station) 
4½ miles south of Bapaume. Four other bodies were 
exhumed on the same day as Cyril Reads. The 
correspondence included a photo (for which 
recipients had to pay threepence) of the new grave.  
 

In August 1922 the family received a World War 
One King’s Memorial Plaque along with a Memorial 
Scroll and King’s Message. Miss C.E. Read, 173 
Victoria Street, Darlinghurst wrote to base records 
and requested 2 photos of the grave at a cost of 
sixpence which arrived in February 1921.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cyril’s three medals 
were despatched in 
March 1921 to his 
father. He received 
the 1914 – 15 Star, 
British War Medal 
and Victory Medal 
along with a booklet 
“Where the 
Australian’s Rest.”   
 

The 53rd Battalion 
had arrived in the 
front line on the 
Western Front on 
10th July and some 
nine days later they 
were fighting at 
Fromelles. The 
Battalion had 625 

casualties, including their officer in command. These 
were so high that over 75% of its fit men were either 
killed or wounded.    

 

MERCURY ON BATHURST GOLDFIELDS 
 

Mercury once could be 
procured in numerous Bathurst 
stores with its use in gold 
mining goes back thousands of 
years. The Romans forced 
slaves and criminals to extract 
gold and silver with mercury 
realising that they would get 
sick and die from its toxic 
effects on the brain, kidneys 
and lungs. By the 20th century 
the large commercial mining 

companies around Bathurst had abandoned mercury 
in favour of chemicals like cyanide. It seems that the 
small-scale miners still preferred to use mercury as it 
was easy to use, got results fast, was relatively cheap 
to buy and left the gold ‘cleaner’ than traditional 
panning. 
 

This small white glazed stoneware Bosch’s Mercury 
bottle (6cm) was found on the Turon in the early 
1980s and dates from the 1870s or later. The early 
gold miners could not be separated from their 
mercury despite the danger it posed. These old gold 
miners would stand waist-deep in water and add the 
mercury into a crucible or bucket of ore. The 
mercury would wrap itself around the gold to form a 
silver pellet. Mercury is the only metal that is known 
to exist naturally in liquid form and is not very 
common.  

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $20 single and $32 family 
   Corporate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10am – 4pm.  Sunday 11am-2pm 
 
Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 
Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            

 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


