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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Gee, we are almost to 
Christmas and what a time 
it’s been for much of the 
year with all the COVID-
19 pandemic issues. This 
Member’s newsletter is our 
Christmas issue and your 
committee would like to 
extend their best wishes for 
Christmas and the festive 
season and hoping our 
lives will be closer to 
normal by Christmas 2021.   
 

The coronavirus pandemic has seen a number of 
changes at the Museum to allow us to reopen on a 
limited basis, but fortunately we are open, many are 
not. Like every business, school, council, museum and 
many others we are being visited by smaller tourist 
numbers hence limiting our income. I’m sure we will 
manage, fortunately.   
 

We have installed the 
required signage and the 
other recommended 
COVID-19 measures 
which are working well, 
contact tracing details are 
being taken, everyone is 
asked to sanitise upon 
entry and all surfaces are 
being regularly cleaned. 
So far no problems have 
been encountered. 
 

One direction has been 
established with yellow 
arrows and position 
crosses laid out on the 

floor. Three acrylic 
perspex Coronavirus 
screens or sneeze guards 
or sneeze screen have 
been purchased and 
installed onto our front 
counter. 
 

Left - Volunteer Therese 
Sheil sitting behind one 
of the new screens to 
protect our volunteers.  
 

Our special thanks to all 
those volunteers who 
have come in to give their 
time and allow the 
museum to reopen in 

these most 
uncertain times.  
 

Right – the ‘floor 
signage’ has been 
laid in yellow 
tape, the same 
that appears 
everywhere 
around Bathurst.  
 

It took some time 
to interpret the 
Government’s 
various 
instructions and 
then get all the 
safety material 
and printing 
together.   

Left – our second attempt 
to put a sign up outside 
Old Government Cottage 
has succeeded so far.   
 

Old Government Cottage 
won’t be opening until 
restrictions lift next year 
so we will be on the 
lookout to replenish 
volunteers down there. A 
new cement footpath has 
been laid by Bathurst 
Regional Council staff 
which basically goes 

from George Street down to Rankin Street. 
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Julie Liddell, Risk Management Team Coordinator, 
and her team are to be congratulated on all they have 
done. It’s certainly a neverending job with all the 
changes.  
 

Once again my apologies to those who try to ring me 
at home and can’t get through as my phone has broken 
down. It’s that grand NBN system ‘we had to have’ 
and my phone goes out at least twice a month. Then 
there are those who can get me on the phone and the 
line then drops out and we have to ring back.  
 

Since our last newsletter there have been a number of 
residents found residing in the Old Government 
Cottage garden since it has been closed due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions. We have investigated and it 
turned out to be a mother duck and ducklings. Normal 
entry fees have been waived and the family have 
moved over to the Macquarie River. Unfortunately 
before we were able to get a photograph of them 
heading off on their outing over Stanley Street to the 
Macquarie River.    

 

Since our last newsletter three members of the Society 
attended the on-line information update for the 
Bathurst Court House as the Society’s fire and security 
system is on the same system.  

 

A cement footpath was constructed down Stanley 
Street from George Street and past Old Government 
Cottage in September by Council’s contractors. After a 
couple of accidents in the mud out the front an extra 
piece of cement is going to be laid to the gutter’s edge.  
 

Last July Kim Bagot-Hiller presented a Webinar to 
mark the 75th Anniversary of Ben Chifley. If you 

would like to take a look at Kim’s webinar link it is on 
Chifley House Museums Bathurst website, just click 
on this: https://museumsbathurst.com.au/chifley-home-
resources/    
 

REMINDER - Due to the coronavirus situation, the 
Annual General Meeting of the Bathurst District 
Historical Society has been postponed from its 
usual date in August to the following date: 
Thursday, 12th November, 2020, at 2.30 pm at the 
Bathurst Regional Council Chambers (next door to 
the Museum in Russell Street.) 
 

NOTE - Executive Nomination Forms are at the 
front desk with completed Nomination Forms due 
in by 5th November 2020 to Marion Perry, 
Secretary, so if it is not being delivered to the Front 
Desk allow time for slow postal delivery.  
 

Remember there is no annual Christmas Party this year 
due to the virus.  
 

Once again – Merry Christmas – and we are closer to a 
vaccine.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Things are slowly picking up, 
locally and nationally, and 
September showed a small 
increase in visitor numbers, 
book sales and general 
enquiries which is pleasing.  
It’s great to see visitors back in 
town and in the Museums after 
such a long time. 
 

The Attorney General’s Department have announced 
that the Courthouse needs more space and that space 
may be taken from the Museum which will mean the 
courtyard and some of the gallery space will be lost.  
At this stage it is only on the drawing board and not 
confirmed, but it seems most of the other options 
offered have not satisfied Heritage NSW who are the 
deciders.  Once we have more information, we will let 
you all know what and when things will happen. 
 

Deaccessing of the collection in the Annexe is 
continuing and there will only need to be a couple 
more sessions till that project is completed.  Once that 
is done, the cataloguing, photographing and boxing 
project will start in order to get everything ready for 
the move to the Collections Facility.  Objects that are 
no longer suitable for the Society’s collection are 
offered to other collections or museums; objects are 
deaccessed for a number of reasons – they are 
damaged beyond repair, we have more than one 
example in the collection, the object doesn’t fit the 
Collections Policy (it has no relationship with 
Bathurst) and sometimes we don’t know what it is!   



 3 
Council wants to involve the Society in a webinar they 
plan to produce which will cover how to carry out 
research into your property, specifically undertaking a 
Heritage Impact Study. They want to include the 
Society’s research and archives to show what we have 
to offer and how it can be best accessed.  The filming 
is due to take place in the middle of October. 
 

As school holidays are upon us, it was decided to trial 
opening the Museum on Saturdays.  The first session 
went well, with a good number of visitors.  However, 
due to the current paucity of volunteers, we will only 
open for the Saturdays during the holidays and not on a 
regular basis.   
 

We have also installed the State Government’s Covid 
QR code for visitors to scan as they enter the Museum 
rather than have to fill in the register.  This seems to be 
working well, with few problems.   
 

The Premier has announced that school excursions are 
now back on the agenda, so Julie Liddell and I will get 
together and formulate a Covid Safe School Groups 
Plan which will have to include cleaning, social 
distancing, crowd numbers and control. We will also 
look at how the school groups will run once the 
proposed renovations have been completed, as we will 
potentially be losing the Courtyard space so one 
element of the school groups program will have to be 
rethought and relocated. If anyone is interested in 
having input into this project, please feel free. 
 

Once we know if and when the proposed renovations 
will take place, I will endeavour to freshen up the 
permanent displays and take down the Toys and Dolls, 
replacing them with some of the bushranger collection.  
The Museum will probably have to close while the 
works take place, as there will be some disruptions, but 
I hope we will not have to close for long, bearing in 
mind our parlous financial state. 
 

I know we all look forward to getting back to some 
form of normality! And I thank everyone who has 
worked so tirelessly to keep the Museum open and the 
Society running. 

Samantha 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS 
NEWSLETTER 

 

FRONT DESK VOLUNTEERS - Many thanks to 
those volunteers who cover the current front desk 
roster of Wednesday and Friday from 11am – 2pm. 
This was recently expanded to include the three 
Saturdays of NSW school holidays to trial visitor take-
up/interest. The first Saturday had 8 visitors and 18 on 
second Saturday - so tallying the three Saturdays will 
guide a decision on Saturday openings during future 
school holidays.    
 

We have installed our QR code (this is short for 
‘Quick Response’ as it allows people’s information to 
be read quickly by a cell phone). It allows our visitors 

an electronic alternative to a manual sign-in Visitor 

Log to register their attendance according to COVID-
19 requirements.  Its takeup is getting stronger. Front 
desk tallying of numbers is a little trickier but possible.   
 

Compared to 136 visitors in July (with 4 days of 
school holidays) and 40 visitors in August, 
September had a bit over 105 visitors (with 2 days of 
school holidays).   
 

Many thanks to 14 front desk volunteers who in teams 
of two per day largely attend monthly. Special thanks 
to Barbara Bacon who has more frequently 
volunteered to cover our openings.  
 

We are still looking for more volunteers to keep the 
museum open. It you are able to help please phone 
Julie on 0402314531.            
 

VOLUNTEERS ACROSS OTHER AREAS/ 
BEHIND THE SCENES  Additionally, many other 
volunteers attend the museum  – for example Fridays 
can often see 11 volunteers coming in at various 
times across the day for disparate tasks.  For example, 
one newer but strong volunteer area relates to archives. 
 

This may be seen as increasing the complexity of the 
setting, but these people are sorely needed, doing 
varieties of tasks that take us forward.  
 

Things have changed since the pandemic as illustrated 
by the month of September’s “behind the scenes” 
volunteer attendance that tallied over 50 work 
attendances - carried out by about another 10 
volunteers (additional to front desk) who generally 
attend weekly.   Many thanks to all. 
 

BEST WISHES to our wonderful, former volunteers 
who gave such great service in past years and now 
need to take good care of themselves – know that we 
have not forgotten you and will always be indebted to 
you.   
 

A special message of thanks to Pixie Lincoln for her 
past volunteer contribution – congratulations on 
becoming a Life Member of the Society. Best wishes 
from all your colleagues. 
 

Julie Liddell, Volunteer Coordinator 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held now 
at the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
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Watch out for details of future activities and talks.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

‘TREASURES  FROM  THE  VAULTS’ 
 

At a recent sorting session we came upon a couple of 
old typewriters in storage in the museum’s collection. 
Both were over a hundred years old and quite crude 
looking when compared to models from the 1970s. 
The idea of a ‘writing machine’ was put forward in the 
early 1700s though Francesco Rampazetto, an Italian 
printmaker, made a machine that impressed letters onto 
paper. The typewriter has been described as one of the 
most revolutionary inventions in the world’s history. 
 

Various inventors in the 1800s played around with 
designs for a typewriter in England, Europe and the 
United States though many ideas were not ideal, nor 
workable typewriters.   
 

The first ‘typewriter’ design was devised in 1829 by 
Mr. William Austin Burt who lived in Detroit and had 
his ‘typographer’ invention patented in the United 
States. Further developments didn’t take place until 
1867 when a Milwaukee man and part-time inventor, 
Christopher Latham Sholes, invented his version of a 
typewriter with the support of two acquaintances, a 
Samuel W. Soule and a Carlos Glidden. Their design 
only typed out capital letters. Some people thought the 
machine was actually a new type of sewing machine. 
The trio had their typewriter built by the Remington 
Arms Company who made firearms.  
 

In the early days the lady typists were called a 
‘typewriter’, how confusing! In 1880 a modified 
typewriter called a ‘Caligraph’ came onto the 
American market allowing letters to be typed in upper 
and lower case. Mark Twain, the American author, 
was an early adopter of the typewriter giving his 
publisher a typed copy of his draft for his next book in 
1883. 

 

Above - An American made Hammond Typewriter 
Company, Model 12 Quadruple Shift typewriter which 

was manufactured around 1910, though they had been 
producing this model since 1905. By this time the 
typewriter was becoming indispensable in offices 
around the world. Known as a typewheel class 

typewriter, the design was thought up by an 
American, James Bartlett Hammond. He was a multi-
talented individual working at times as a teacher, 
journalist, American Civil War Correspondent and 
businessman, as well as a clever inventor. 
 

It used Hammond’s typewriter non-filling ribbon 
which cost $1 per roll at the time. The factory and 
general offices were at 69th to 70th Streets, East River, 
in New York. 
 

James was born on 23rd April, 1839, in Boston 
Massachusetts, the son of Charles Nash Hammond and 
Myra Belle Hammond. Charles was a tinkerer from a 
young lad. He served in the American Civil War 
becoming a First Lieutenant in the Union Army. His 
first typewriter was patented in 1880 which he first 
began to work on at the age of around thirty years. The 
Model No. 1 came on the market in 1884. This 
machine is a Model No.12 which was introduced in 
1905. 

 

Left – Shield of Mr. A.E. 
Southern of Melbourne 
and Exclusive Dealer for 
Queensland, Victoria, 
Tasmania, New South 
Wales, South Australia, 
Western Australia and 
New Zealand. The small 
metal shield is on the 
right-hand side of the 
timber base, opposite the 
familiar Hammond twin 

world globes badge on the left side of the typewriter. 
 

Albert Edward Southern was the sole Australasian 
agent from 1899 – 1903 when he lost the Hammond 
Agency and took on Remington typewriters. He had 
several run-ins with the law which didn’t help him.  
 

This number 12 model typewriter features a curved 
keyboard attached to a swinging wheel. It has a three-
row ‘QWERTY’ keyboard with 30 character keys. 
‘FIG’ and ‘CAP’ keys are on the left of keyboard. The 
operator would rotate the wheel by pressing a key and 
along with the shuttle would convey the character that 
had been selected into the desired position opposite the 
spring-driven hammer. The hammer then struck the 
paper against the character and ribbon. The paper was 
wound in by a rubber paper feed roller on the carriage 
unit.  
 

A mesh wire cylindrical paper holder was on the 
carriage below the feed roller. A folding wire paper 
support was above the roller. An ink ribbon was 
carried between two spools on the vertical axes with a 
swinging wheel fitted on the vertical axis in front of 
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the paper feed roller.  
 

Another old model typewriter in the Society’s 
collection is a rare Remington Standard Typewriter #7 
with its black painted metal framework with gold 
decorations. – seen below.  

 

These typewriters were factory-made by Wyckoff, 
Seamans & Benedict of Ilion in New York in the 
U.S.A. Remington protected their products by 
American and Foreign patents.  
 

A Remington patented Gorin Decimal Tabulator has 
been fitted to the typewriter which permitted the 
machine to be used in the preparation of tables and 
filling forms. This allowed the carriage to be moved by 
the operator to pre-set known positions without the 
need to continually use the space bar. 

 

Above – the Remington Standard Typewriter #7 of the 
type-bar class showing a close view of the keyboard. 
 

The Remington Company was formed in 1816, 
however it was not until 1868 when they agreed to 
manufacture typewriters for the Giddon and Sholes 
Typewriter Company. Their machine allowed a typist 
to type faster than one could if they were writing by 

hand. After being inspired by Sholes and Giddon’s 
accomplishment Eliphalet Remington, who owned the 
company, decided to set themselves up to make their 
own typewriters from 1873. 
 

The #7 machine is known as an upstroke design, with 
its type bars organised in a vertical circular basket. The 
ten tabulator keys can be seen projecting forward 
beneath the normal upper keyboard. 
 

The Remington No. 7 model became quite popular and 
was sold to many businesses and individuals. This 
series of typewriters were manufactured from 1896 for 
a decade or more. This typewriter would have been 
supplied with a timber baseboard with a removable 
timber cover, the latter having a handle on the top.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

WAR  HERO  MARRIED  IN  BATHURST 
 

 

On 19th January, 1918, Captain John Collings-Taswell 
Glossop, C.B.R.N., married the daughter of one of 
Bathurst’s oldest families in the district at the time in a 
war wedding. The Captain was by now in charge of 
Garden Island in Sydney. He was the fifth son of the 
Late Rev. G.G.P. Glossop and Mrs. Glossop of 
Campden Hill Court, Kensington, in London. Miss 
Ethel McPhillamy married the Captain at her parent’s 
home Blair Athol in upper Keppel Street. Glossop was 
the commander of H.M.A.S. ‘Sydney’ when it sank the 
German light cruiser SMS ‘Emden’ at Cocas Island on 
9th November, 1914.  
 

Allison Ethel was the youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John McPhillamy with the wedding service held 

on a Saturday afternoon at All Saints’ Cathedral in 
brilliant sunshine. His bride was described as one of 
the fairest society girls in Bathurst. The tying of this 
nuptial knot was surrounded by a soft and subdued 
splendour of its own.  
 

Long before the appointed hour of 2p.m. for the 
ceremony, the Cathedral was packed almost to 
overflow, with a very interested crowd. The centre 
aisles were reserved for the special relatives and 
friends of the bridal pair, a silver card defining the 
seats to set apart, and Mr. Willman, one of the 
Wardens of the Church, acted as usher. Mrs. Brooke-
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Moore and her daughter were responsible for the floral 
decorations. A very simple and artistic style was 
adopted, as it makes so greatly for charming effect.  
 

The beautiful odour from the flowers was like an 
incense floating round the closely filled seats and the 
melodious organ tones formed an exquisite setting for 
the exchange of wedding vows between the happy 
pair. 
 

The bride was not attended by a maid of honour, her 
best girlfriend, Miss Queenie Lindsay performed any 
little service needed by her. Mrs. McPhillamy, mother 
of the bride, entered the church just before the bride. 
 

Lohengin’s Bridal March was played on the organ as 
the bride and her father entered the church, and went 
down the aisle to the chancel steps, where she was 
joined by the bridegroom. The bride, a graceful stately 
girl, looked for all the world like a fairy princess in her 
exquisite bridal robe of almost extreme simplicity. It 
was fashioned out of white tulle over charmeuse. At its 
base it had a double band of embroidery, whilst higher 
up, but well below the waistline a broad band of gold 
satin ribbon was arranged in sash effect, this note of 
colour being introduced as it is the naval colour of the 
bridegroom, the bodice was shaped in ‘evening’ and 
fell in soft folds, adorned with tiny buttons. An 
embossed tulle veil arranged in cap fashion and held in 
position by a chaplet of Orange blossoms, almost 
covered the bridal frock. In her gloveless hands she 
carried a huge sheaf of white lillies and roses to 
complete an ideal bridal array. 
 

The marriage ceremony was performed by the Rev. 
Stephen O’Breznan Ball, a very old friend of the 
bride’s, assisted by the Rev. Canon Wilton, sub-Dean 
of All Saints’ Cathedral. 
 

As the bridal party left the Cathedral, the Bridal March 
was played, and the joy bells pealed forth, to announce 
the happy event. 

 

During war-time, military regulations do not permit the 
officers to wear full uniform, so the bridegroom wore 
undress Naval uniform, as did his best man who was 
Mr. Robin Massey from Sydney, nephew of Sir T.A. 
Dibbs. And thus Captain Glossop, who was in 
command of H.M.A.S. ‘Sydney’ when the raider 
‘Emden’ was put out of existence, achieved another 

success in placing his ring on the finger of the fair 
Allison and making her his wife. 
 

A few very intimate friends were subsequently 
entertained at the bride’s home by her parents. During 
the afternoon tea the bride cut the cake with her 
husband’s sword seen on the front of the table – 
bottom left.  
 

Later Captain and Mrs. Glossop left for the first part of 
their honeymoon trip as they proceeded to Mt. Victoria 
by motor and later they visited Tasmania. The bride’s 
going away frock was a cornflower blue gabardine 
coat and skirt enhanced with much stitching and hat to 
match. 
 

Captain Glossop’s reputation was well-known in 
Bathurst as Bathurstians followed the German cruiser 
‘Emden’ saga under Captain von Muller as they were 
the terror of the seas, riding in the Indian Ocean, 
sinking Allied ships, bombarding strategical outposts 
and evading every Allied ship of war which sought to 
end her career. 
 

Captain John Glossop earned world fame for himself 
and his ship. Troop transports containing the first of 
the Australian Expeditionary Force, including my 
uncle, Lighthorseman Les Moorehead, being 
transported to Gallipoli and the Middle East, were 
being convoyed by H.M.A.S. ‘Sydney’ and a Japanese 
cruiser. Being near the Cocas Island, the ‘Sydney’ was 
detailed to investigate. H.M.A.S. ‘Sydney’ outclassed 
the ‘Emden’ from the first, but for almost two hours 
they fought, and then the ‘Emden’ was run hard onto a 
reef. 

 

Above - German light cruiser, SMS ‘Emden’ sinking 

off the Cocos Islands stuck fast onto the reef. Four 
Australians were killed and another twelve wounded in 
the engagement. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

CONCERT  FLYERS 
 

Concert and entertainment flyers, such as the one seen 
on the next page, were commonplace in the 1920s and 
1930s in Bathurst. Promoters would have hundreds of 
flyers printed and then pay school children to stand on 
street corners to hand them out to the passing public.  
 

Several different programmes appeared during the near 
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three month long vaudeville show where artists would 
do a night with other artists presenting a show for a 
another night, say two weeks later. This meant that the 
promoter needed to have quite a few different flyers 
produced as new artists arrived in Bathurst by train. 
The flyers were printed by Greaves and Jacques, 3 
Keppel Street, Bathurst. 

 

This event took place in the Masonic Hall in Keppel 
Street with tickets available at Cahill’s at no extra 
charge. Tickets themselves were priced at one shilling 
for concessions, one shilling and sixpence with the 
best seats at two shillings and five pence.  
 

Throughout the season some programmes were 
designed to attract children such as Gazza, the comedy 
juggler, which was also an entertainment in itself, 
while the turns of the two Davidson’s young girl 
dancers, singers and acrobats were thoroughly enjoyed. 
The performance of La Belle Rose, a clever 
contortionist, made her first appearance in Bathurst 
and was loudly cheered by the children present.  
 

The National Advocate kept the Bathurst public 
informed with articles relating to the vaudeville show. 
Articles would tell of forthcoming performers or of 
performances held. Each performance of the K’Nuts 
was held before a packed house at the Masonic Hall. 
The reporter noted that the first performance held in 
early January 1929 was the best yet presented by the 
‘Kangaroosta’ popular company.    
 

The entertainers were certainly keenly supported by 
Bathurst’s newspapers such as the report on 4th 
January, 1929, under the headline - ‘THE K’NUTS 

FINE SHOW AT MASONIC HALL’. It went on 
stating: “that ‘Ike’ Delevale proved himself a 
spontaneous mirthmaker and his versatility is 
remarkable. For nearly three hours he kept the 
audience in roars of laughter. The K’Nuts are fortunate 
in having a comedian of Ike’s calibre. Another fine act 
was that of the Philmere who were accorded a great 
reception. Newcomers in Jas. Caldwell. Fred Garland, 
Bessie Phillips and Freda Spry all contributed to a first 
class performance. No greater tribute to Mr. Reg 
Thornton's popularity could be manifested than the 
warm reception accorded him in his single ‘turn’ a 
clever Medley of his own composition. The 
‘Kangaroosta’ can always rest assured of a hearty 
welcome in Bathurst where the K’Nuts have been a 
household word during the past ten years. The next 
performance of the K 'Nuts will be on Monday, 
January 14, 1929.”   

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

 “MAULING FRITZ.  AN AUSTRALIAN'S 
ACCOUNT, BATHURST MAN - THE HUMAN 

CHRISTMAS TREES” 
 

With Armistice Day being marked in November I have 
included a letter home from Private William Neave of 
Bathurst giving an informative account of an offensive 
he participated in.   

 

Pte. William Neave, whose death has since been 
reported, writing to his father, Mr. Neave, of the 
Bathurst Technical College, on 12th August, 1918, 
stated: “I expect long before you get this you will have 
seen the account of our offensive. It is the first time in 
the history of the war that the whole of the Australian 
divisions have taken part in an offensive on such a 
scale, and all together. It was a great stunt. Though my 
battalion did not actually see any of the fighting, we 
were following up hard on the heels of the others as 
they advanced. The battalion was assembled in a wheat 
field at a certain point (August 8) awaiting the kick-
off. At zero time the barrage started, and we knew that 
the fellows in the front line had hopped the bags and 
were well into Fritz. We were well back from the 
actual fighting, and so we stood and watched our 
barrage and saw the guns flash and heard the shells 
whizzing overhead. We knew that Jerry was getting it 
in the neck. The hop-over started about 4.20 in the 
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morning. Other Australian divisions were well into it, 
and had carried their first objective by the time we 
began to move. We were a reserve battalion for the 
others, and the job allotted to us was to keep moving 
up as the others advanced – Everything in the garden 
was lovely, so there was no need to call us into 
action.” 
 

“It was a Red Letter day for us! Each man had to carry 
a blanket, or overcoat, waterproof sheet, red flare (used 
to show airmen our position and how far we had 
advanced), bombs, beaucoup (pronounced bo-coo), 
ammunition, two sand-bags, two tins of bully beef, 
biscuits, bread, tea and sugar, etc. What with an extra 
water bottle, and other gear we looked like a Christmas 
tree. I heard one follow say ‘he wished he had a few 
more corners on which he could hang a few more 
things.’ We were soon going over the ground which a 
few hours before belonged to Fritz. As we advanced 
the Hun prisoners began to trickle back in a steady 
stream and if looks were anything to go by our barrage 
hadn’t agreed with them too well. We kept Jerry busy 
carrying out our wounded, and not until the last man 
was brought in, were they allowed to bring in their 
own.” 
 

 “Some of the Hun wounded were in a pretty bad way. 
One fellow had had an argument with one of our tanks, 
and had got hit in the neck. When they brought him in 
on the stretcher he was sitting up, (it would have been 
dangerous to lay down owing to the nature of the 
wound) rather an awkward position to be carried over 
miles of rough country. The Hun prisoners looked a 
rag time crowd. I saw one Fritz myself take a picture 
of the Kaiser out of his pocket, tear it up, and stamp on 
it. Every time we passed some prisoners, you’d hear 
some of our fellows 
sing out, “Well! Do 
you think we're 
winning, Fritz?” but 
Fritz didn't see the 
point.” 
 

 “The Australians on 
the first day of the 
offensive advanced six miles. That was three miles 
beyond their original objective and might have gone 
further if the left flank held by Tommies hadn't been 
held up. I think the total number of prisoners taken by 
us is 5,700, and 105 guns. The fifth division took a 12 
inch gun on an armoured train with gun crew. I saw an 
actual photo of it taken off one of the prisoners. It’s 
some gun. We also took a complete train, the engine 
being blown up by a shell, just us they were trying to 
get away. There was a tale going round that they got 
three German sisters of the nursing staff, but I can't say 
how true it is. The latest I heard to-day is the number 
of prisoners has reached 17,000.” 
 

“Between 200 and 300 guns have been taken, 
including one of heavy calibre, trench mortars, and 

machine guns in large numbers, also immense 
quantities of stores and material of all descriptions, 
including a complete railway train and other rolling 
stock. Our casualties were exceptionally light. The 
French on their part have taken 4000 prisoners and 
their casualties, like ours, are particularly light. The 
immediate effect of the offensive is that it has rendered 
the Amiens front secure against attack. The tanks took 
an active part in the stunt and did exceedingly well.” 

 

The medals above are the three typically awarded to 
AIF infantrymen after World War One.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

SEWING  MACHINES  WERE A  NECESSITY  
IN  THE  EARLY  DAYS – EVERY  HOME  

BASICALLY  HAD  ONE 
 

By the time of Federation in Bathurst and around 
Australia the humble treadle Singer Sewing Machine 
was considered an ideal gift for a wedding couple. 
Models available looked more and more like a piece of 
polished timber furniture so that it could be left in the 
lounge room. Singer had set up stores around 
Australia, including their Western District Office and 
Showrooms in Howick Street in Bathurst. The York 
Street, Sydney office controled Australia with the 
principle office located in Elizabeth Port, New York 
City. From this office the general business of the 
company was directed all over the world. There were 
500 branches and special agencies in Great Britain. 
Even at this time few people understood the magnitude 
of this company.   
 

In December 1899 The Bathurst Daily Times 
interviewed Mr. C.R. Pickworth, the district manager 
of the Singer Sewing Machine Company in Bathurst. 
Mr. Frank D. Brown was the General Manager in 
Sydney at the time. There were 21 head offices in 
Australasia and 25 sub-offices under their 
management. An Army of salesmen and collectors 
were employed in disposing of the machines and there 
was some 32 of these functionaries alone under Mr. 
Pickworth’s supervision. The area covered went over 
to Mudgee and out to Bourke. The business’s overall 
expenses for 1899 throughout Australasia amounted to 
£56,000.      
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Singer in Bathurst set up sewing machine classes that 
operated three times a week in 1910 in conjunction 
with the Technical College in William Street. It was 
free of charge. Some classes would be held outdoors in 
the warmer months and girls from as young as ten 
could attend. The Bathurst Office, for a number of 
years, supplied a brand new sewing machine as the 
main prize at the Bathurst Horticultural and Pastoral 
Association each year.   

Above - one of Singer’s most popular sewing 
machines sold in Australia. It was the 1903 Model with 
its hood to cover the sewing machine itself. It featured 
ornamental stitching. 
 

The Bathurst Musical and Literary Association, had a 
history of a book entitled “The Story of the Sewing 
Machine”. It is nicely bound and would be a creditable 
addition to any library and in 1904 it could be had on 
application. It does not only deal with the invention of 
Isaac Merrit Singer, but with the first attempt to build a 
sewing machine, which is recorded as far back as 
1755.  
 

However, in 1848 Mr. J.M. Singer completed and 
patented the Singer Sewing Machine, commencing the 
business on a capital of $40. Year by year the business 
grew, until in 1863 when the annual sales of the Singer 
Sewing Machine amounted to $21,000. In that year the 
firm merged into an incorporated company, bearing the 
title of The Singer Manufacturing Company, and Mr. 
Singer retired from the active management of the 
company. In four years the sales had more than 
doubled. In 1871 the sales amounted to $181,260. In 
the following seven years their turnover nearly 
doubled. By 1878 the number of Singer Sewing 
Machines had reached 356,432. By 1903 1,048,320 
machines were sold worldwide, that’s something like 
seven sewing machines sold per minute or 336 per day. 
By this time Singer had cornered three quarters of the 
market worldwide.      

This great company had almost 63,000 staff, both men 
and women, around the world. The company owned 
8,000 horses, and its own locomotives and steamboats 
busy transporting sewing machines and materials. An 
immense business was done in Singer machines in 
Australasia. The Singer Sewing Machine went on to be 
a veritable household and shop requisite.  

 

Left – a lady’s early 
sewing basket which 
sold for 12 shillings 
and 6 pence in 1895.  
 

Other Singer models 
were available that 
boasted trimming, 
double needle, boot 
manufacturing, carpet 
sewing and other 
kinds of machines.   
 

On 10th April, 1902, a striking collection of the Singer 
Manufacturing Co was displayed at the annual 
Bathurst Show under the charge of Mr. Davis. Always 
ready for novelty, the Company had struck something 
fresh in their method of arrangement, inasmuch as a 
neatly made and painted railing is run around their 
goods. This enabled visitors to get a much better view 
of the Company’s machines than was the case at 
previous shows. Lovers of a good machine - and what 
lady does not like a good Singer? - will note that the 
old style has given way to the new, for the ‘whole’ of 
the machines on view were of either the new cabinet 
table set, or drop cabinet order. Whilst there was no 
change in the machine itself the new pattern was a 
decided advance on the old, for the simple reason that 
when not in use the works are more protected from 
dust. Another advantage that would appeal to all 
housewives was the improved appearance. The simple 
lifting of a leaf enabled the machine to be turned into a 
very handsome and useful table. The exhibit was 
improved by the many samples of the art needle work, 
both on curtain and in frames that were hanging on the 
walls. 
 

The Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal on 27th 
May, 1902, featured another improvement to Singer 
Sewing machines – “Another improvement has been 
made by this great company in the Singer family and 
dressmaking machine. The improvement applies to the 
shuttle, which is on the oscillating principle, and fits 
into a cup, and is pressed into position by a spring, 
when the machine is then quite ready for work. The 
great advantage of this machine is that it saves so 
much time in the workroom. The bobbin when filled 
lasts underneath while a reel lasts on top. This is an 
improvement which the company has been aiming at 
for some years, and has at last achieved. The machine 
is on view at the company’s showroom, Howick Street, 
and the public are cordially invited to inspect same. 
Three thousand of these machines have just landed in 
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Sydney, and are now being distributed to the various 
offices throughout the Commonwealth. The company 
have in America a staff of the most skilled mechanics, 
whose time is fully occupied in inventing and adding 
improvements to the machine, in order to lead the 
world in the line of business handled by the Singer 
Company.”  
 

On 14th July, 1905, Mr. D.J. Mahoney, of the Singer 
Company in Bathurst had just returned from an 
extensive trip throughout a great portion of the 
Western Districts. Starting from Bathurst about seven 
weeks ago, Mr. Mahoney, accompanied by his special 
salesman, Mr. W. Western, and equipped with a fine 
turnout of examples, visited all the towns as far as 
Bourke and Cobar, putting up a business record selling 
one machine sale per day. Mr. Mahoney is an old 
traveller, having been twenty tears on the road, thirteen 
years of that on the Western Districts. He was highly 
complimented by the General Manager upon the result 
of his trip, the object of which was to demonstrate to 
the staff on the Great Western Railway Line, how easy 
it is to do business if they go about it the right way.  
 

Speaking on the county traversed, Mr. Mahoney 
described it at the present time as being “the perfect 
picture. Herbage and grass is abundant, while all 
classes of stock are in splendid condition. Parts of the 
country have for years been baked, parched dry lands 
is now covered with sheets of water, upon which are 
thousands of water fowls.”  

 

Above - A Singer Sewing Machine receipt of 
December 1911, account number 9/2400, machine 
number V360966 that was sold to Mrs. Mary Jane 
Hanrahan of ‘Taylor’s Pit,’ Triangle, via Rockley.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

DID  YOU  KNOW? 
-  

O - The first Electric Telegraph line to Bathurst was 
put in with pick and shovel after a report was tendered 
in 1858 was detailed by Captain B.H. Martindale, R.E. 
(Royal Engineers), Superintendent of the Electric 
Telegraph. The line was 107 miles in length and 
followed the route of the proposed railway line to 
Penrith and then followed the general line of the Great 
Western Road to Bathurst. The contract was estimated 
at £10,500 and was supervised by N.S.W. Lands and 
Public Works.  
 

O - The only man having the distinction of being the 
only transported convict to serve in the Federal 

Parliament after being elected in 1901 was William 
Groom.  Born in 1813 he was convicted of theft at the 
age of thirteen and sentenced to seven years 
transportation to New South Wales. He had another 
brush with the law, this time at Bathurst, where he was 
gaoled for stealing gold. On his release he went to 
Queensland, where he became a member of the 
Legislative Assembly. Unfortunately for Groom he 
died in the same year that he was elected.   
 

O - Circuses have been visiting Bathurst for over 170 
years. Henry Burton's Circus Royal was in Bathurst 
during September 1851 with their daring acts of 
horsemanship and other entertainment.    
 

O - During the Second World War the women of 
Bathurst and Kelso volunteered to sell ‘Spitfire Fund’ 
badges to raise money for the war effort. At times they 
were sold on the steps of the Carillion War Memorial 
where the badges sold for 6d (6 pence = 5 cents today).  
P.J. Moodie, local chemist, was responsible for setting 
up this fund in Bathurst to raise money to pay for a 
Spitfire fighter to be manufactured to aid in the war 
effort. Bathurst’s name was to be attached to the 
aircraft so the pilot and ground crew knew of the 
donation.     
 

O - In 1861 the Post Office and Telegraph Office 
joined under one department though the Post Office 
and the Telegraph offices were in completely separate 
buildings, more than a block apart at this time. The 
Mayor described the situation as ‘unsatisfactory’.  
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63322522 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $24 single and $37 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


