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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Hello everyone! Welcome to our special combined 
edition of the Members and Volunteers’ newsletters 
amid these unprecedented times under the Chinese 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) regulations introduced by 
the Australian Government. We, are at this time, 
doing quite well in Australia when compared with 
most other countries around the world.   
 

Gee, haven’t things changed since last March 
newsletter and we have not had any new cases in 
Bathurst which is a credit to all. We have been told 
that rules will be slightly lifted to allow for groups of 
ten though that won’t help us or most businesses yet.  
As we move along there should be more changes in 
some of the regulations, albeit after Christmas, but 
time will tell.    
 

The Society’s committee met in the Bathurst Regional 
Council’s chambers on Friday morning 8th May with 
almost all but one committee member able to attend. 
At this time we are not able to predict when we can 
truly get going again but we expect it will come in 
small steps. We had a very good meeting and achieved 
quite a bit. 
 

We are looking at moving the AGM tentatively to 
November though there has been some further 
discussion about this. You will receive a confirmation 
email for those receiving them or a letter to non-email 
members.    
 

We are looking forward to the Central Tablelands 
Collections Facility to be completed as it will 
safeguard the future of our local collections.  It will be 
a place where valuable and fragile collections are 
housed, along with archives and other significant 
cultural items currently held under the care of Bathurst 
Regional Council. This includes from smaller regional 
volunteer run museums, historical societies, collection 
groups, education facilities and private collectors 
across the region - an entirely new facility that will 
also provide collection management services for 
museum staff, researchers and the community. 
 

There is an estimated 16,800 objects in the 
custodianship of Bathurst Regional Council 
collections, from a Cobb and Co coach to Ben 
Chifley’s pipe, significant local and Australian 
artworks too and Bathurst 1000 winning race cars. 
 

Kim Bagot-Hiller is planning a 
webinar to mark the 75th 
Anniversary of Ben Chifley’s 
Prime Ministership as their 
will not be a live muster for 
some time. This is an online 
presentation event and one 
will need to register so we will 
post how to do it at a later 
date. You will also be able to 
book in via our Society’s 
Facebook page or website. The 
webinar is a presentation that 
takes place on the Internet, 
allowing participants in 
different locations to see and 

hear the presenter. It will be recorded live so it can be 
placed on the Society’s Facebook page and our 

website. Kim will run it along the time line of the 
musters, i.e. a 45 minute presentation with 15 minutes 
of Q & A. She hopes to keep the 16th of July as this is 
a significant date. 
 

Just a reminder that on 30th June each year members 
of the Society are asked to renew their memberships 
and pay their annual membership fee. I will include a 
Membership Renewal Form as part of this newsletter.  
Please don’t forget as it is a great deal of extra work 
for the Membership Officer to chase up those who 
haven’t paid on time.  
 

PLEASE  READ  THIS  SPECIAL 
NEWSLETTER  THOROUGHLY  TO  KEEP  UP  

WITH  ALL THE  NEWS. 
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

In these unprecedented times, I would like to thank 
everyone who has kept the Society and the Museum 
and Bookshop going during the lockdown, whilst still 
closed to the public. 
 

At this stage there is no clear picture of when the 
Museum might re-open.  Although this is unsettling to 
say the least, it is for the best to protect the health and 
wellbeing of the volunteers.  It’s difficult to know 
when things change so rapidly, but we won’t be 
opening our doors again until Council opens its 
museums and gallery. I feel it is important that we as a 
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community present a united front and be consistent. 
 

Kim Bagot has put together a webinar which will be 
running very shortly 
 

There has been some activity inside the Museum – 
Howard Sinclair and Dianne Hanrahan have done an 
enormous amount of work in our Research Office after 
landing a big job from Bathurst Regional Council just 
before the shutdown. They put together a team of 
volunteers and worked out a roster so that the job got 
done but everybody worked separately so all social 
distancing rules were kept. The job is now finished, 
everyone is still safe and all is well!  Thanks everyone 
for your help and for being flexible.   
 

Mary Fletcher also has a big job ahead and is looking 
for volunteers to help with that.  If you would like to 
work with the Society’s collection of glass plate 
negatives, get in touch with Mary via the Society’s 
email address and she can give you more details.  Once 
again, until things return to normal (and who knows 
when or indeed what that will be) volunteers will be 
working in isolation but there will be a training session 
for anyone interested. 
 

Mary Fletcher and Felicity Baines devised an on-line 
Bookshop so members and the public can still 
purchase historical books online. Julie Liddell has been 
very busy behind the scenes writing new policy for 
volunteers and new procedures for reference books and 
has been putting some ideas together for a more 
efficient website.  
 

Alan McRae has not let any old pandemic halt the 
production of newsletters – to everyone I say thank 
you on behalf of the members of the Society, and I 
have featured in a virtual tour of the Museum put 
together by Council which will be shown on the 
Council’s social media platforms. You may have 
already seen the virtual tour of the Carillon?   And 
there will be more to come. 
 

It has been an interesting time and I hope that we can 
come out the other end still a strong and viable 
Society.  The difficulty will be getting back into the 
routine of Museum operations but I have every faith in 
the volunteers. There may be some adjustments 
necessary but I feel that everyone will take these in 
their stride.  
 

Some things may change – we may increase our 
bookshop sales by having an on-line presence, 
webinars may become a thing of the future, our social 
media presence may become stronger, and some things 
may not change – our dedication to the Museum and 
the collection, our strong presence in the community 
and our on-going future.  It behoves us to welcome the 
changes and to keep up the momentum of the future. 
 

I have been in the Museum a couple of times over the 
past month and it feels very empty and unloved.  Once 
this is all over, there will be a working bee organised, 
and more importantly, a Welcome Back Morning Tea 

for everyone to get together and swap isolation stories! 
 

I must admit to being bored at least once a day, even 
with a garden and now our renovations have finished, a 
thousand boxes to unpack, but I trust that you are all 
keeping busy and staying well. 
 

Best wishes to you all and I look forward to seeing 
everyone when we can gather together again. 
 

Stay safe.                     Samantha Friend, May 2020 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

KIM  BAGOT-HILLER  REPORT 
 

Due to work commitments at the beginning of the year 
I was only able to attend the Society in February 2020. 
I was able to make a start on the sorting, cataloguing, 
and housing/storing of cartographic collections, 
technical plans collection and large posters collections 
of the society. I was also able to start work with Meryl 
Kohlhoff on the MacPhilliamy collection and the 
Brook Moore Collection held within our Archives. 
Thanks to Megan Oliver Child (a new volunteer) and 
Julie Liddell for their assistance. On the 9th February I 
was able to attend a ‘Collections Management and 
Care Workshop’ at Woodford Academy. This 
professional development workshop was run by the 
National Trust with Margot Jolly, Museum Consultant.   
 

Before Lockdown on the 14th March I attended along 
with Dianne Hanrahan a Regional Seminar hosted by 
the Royal Australian Historical Society – ‘Looking to 
the Future and Discovering the Past.’ 
 

On the 8th of April I took part with filming at the 
museum as the Archivist. I focused on the Charles 
Darwin Letter, The Queen Victoria Letter, The 
Curators letter from the 1893 Chicago World 
Exhibition and the Ben Chifley Ingrid Bergman 
Photograph.  I am looking forward to finally seeing the 
filming on the Bathurst Region Website. While in 
lockdown I have been undertaking some conservation 
work at home on documents.  Mainly cleaning through 
the use of the Hepa Vacuum to remove dirt and mould.  
I have also been developing an excel file which will 
hold the conservation status of document, photographs, 
and various reports on the condition of the documents.   
 

CHIFLEY  WEBINAR  ONLINE  
 

Due to the current situation with large gatherings I 
wanted to explore a different avenue for hosting a 
webinar event for the Society. With the 75th 
Anniversary of Ben Chifley’s Prime Ministership I felt 
that missing the Muster date would have been a pity 
and an opportunity lost. From discussions and email I 
undertook market research through Facebook surveys.  
I received over 100 responses for support for an online 
presentation event.  
 

For the Webinar I would be using zoom and I will set 
registration up through Eventbrite. I will open the 
online muster up to 100+ just to make sure there is an 
opportunity for everyone and I will run it along the 
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time line of the muster, that is a 45 minute presentation 
with a 15 minute open Q & A.  I will keep the 16th of 
July as this is a significant date. I would like to stress 
that I am happy to present the Muster when we can 
have our normal Musters again. 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

MEMBERSHIP  RENEWALS  FOR  2020/2021 
 

Dear Members of the Bathurst District Historical 
Society,  
 

On 30th June each year members of the Society are 
asked to renew their memberships and pay an annual 
membership fee.  Members are also asked to complete 
a Membership Renewal Form (enclosed with this 
newsletter). Could I ask all renewing members to 
complete this form and return it to the Society, 
irrespective of the method by which you pay your 
membership fee.  The form is the only way in which I 
can check if any of your details (e.g. post or email 
addresses) have changed in the past year and update 
my records accordingly. 
 

Membership renewal fees for the 2020/2021 year are 
$22 (for Single memberships) and $34 (for Family 
Memberships).  Such fees fall due on 30th June, 2020, 
and are payable by 31st July, 2020. 
 

Given the current 
COVID-19 restrictions 
the Museum remains 
closed so members 
will not be able to pay 
their renewal fee, nor 
present their renewal 
form, in person at the 

Museum.  Instead it may be easier for members to pay 
their renewal fee by cheque (made out to Bathurst 
District Historical Society), stapled to their renewal 
form, and mailed to the Society’s mail box which is 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst, 2795. 
 

Alternatively members could pay their renewal fee by 
electronic funds transfer (EFT) direct to the Society’s 
bank account. Details are:  BSB – 032814, Account 
number – 150207. If payments are made in this manner 
please note the fact on the bottom of your renewal 
form and mail the form to the post office box address 
mentioned above. 
 

If you are unsure whether you need to pay a renewal 
fee at this time please check the expiry date on the 
back of your Society membership card.  All members 
holding cards that expire on 30th June, 2020, are due 
to pay renewal fees for 2020/2021, (i.e. as at 30th June, 
2020). If your membership card has an expiry date of 
30th June, 2021, you do not need to pay a renewal fee 
this year as you have previously paid the fee. 
 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the Society.  
If you have any queries regarding your membership 
please contact me via the Museum’s email address – 
info@bathursthistory.org.au  
 

Lesley Worthington, Membership Officer, 
Bathurst District Historical Society 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

ANZAC  DAY  WREATH  HONOURS  LOCAL  
TROOPER  AND  DIGGER 

 

With the COVID-19 restrictions disrupting Anzac Day 
arrangements across Australia the Bathurst RSL came 
up with the idea of lighting a candle and taking a radio 
or phone and listen to 2BS 95.1 FM and 2MCE 
Charles Sturt University’s community radio station in 
your driveway. We had 10 people in our street with 7 
houses represented.  

 

Though the Dawn Service, the main march and 
service, as well as all the smaller services and the 
village services were not held, a smaller than normal 
number of wreaths were laid at the Carillon.  
 

Darrin Treanor had planned to travel to Bathurst to 
give his PowerPoint presentation on “Michael and 
Johanna Treanor - The Grand Hotel (1891-1897)” 
however the COVID-19 restrictions came into force. It 
will happen sometime.  
 

Darrin arranged for me to organise that his wreath be 
laid in honour of Trooper M.C.P. Treanor who fought 
in the Boer War and the duration of WWI with the 7th 
Light Horse Regiment in the Middle East. Trooper 
Michael Treanor was born in Bathurst. Michael was 
not discharged from service until July 1919 so 
ANZAC Day 2020 marked 100 years. 

 

My grandson, Jaxon Theobald, helped lay the wreath 
around lunchtime. The Treanor family had hoped to 
unveil a plaque on the Pioneer Memorial Wall for 
Charles and Margaret Treanor the day prior to Anzac 
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Day however they were stuck in Queensland.  
 

Darrin will do his talk when things return to some sort 
of normality. The talk will include the Treanor’s links 
to the Toohey Brewing Family, how The Grand Hotel 
came into being and its opening with a few stories 
from that time. Some new photos have come to light 
from amongst the extended family including a 
photograph of Michael Treanor taken at the time the 
Grand Hotel was being built.  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

NEW  RIBBON  GANG  BOOK 
 

Before the COVID-19 
restrictions Jeanette 

Thompson from Tasmania 
intended to attend her 
muster on 17th September 
to release her new book 
called “Bone and Beauty – 
The Ribbon Boys’ 
Rebellion”. I expect that 
travel will be too difficult 
though she has suggested 
she will look at the 
anniversary of the Trial and 

Execution, around November 2nd instead maybe, 
maybe not. 
 

Bone and Beauty has received very good reviews in 
the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age. The book is 
the outcome of her research over a number of years.  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

RARE  LETTER  FROM  THE 
TURON  GOLDFIELDS  AT  BATHURST 

 
Original letters from the Turon Goldfields at Bathurst 
are reasonably rare items these days. This letter was 
written from a son named Leslie to his parents in the 
1850s.  
 

In those days when someone wrote a letter, they used 
just one piece of paper. After finishing one side the 
letter was then folded and sealed with the receiver’s 
name and address written on the outside. This letter 
was addressed to Leslie’s father Mr John Crawford, 
Upper Fort Street, Sydney.  
 

The New South Wales postal authorities struggled to 
keep up with post office agencies as gold was being 
found throughout the New South Wales colony and 
other colonies. Shopkeepers, schoolteachers, hotel 
owners and settlers became postmasters with the Post 
Office housed in a bark or slab hut, tin shed, canvas 
tent or a room in a more permanent building.  
 

The colony of New South Wales did not have a regular 
postal service prior to 1810 when on 26th June 
Governor Lachlan Macquarie designated that the house 
of Isaac Nicholls would be the location of our colony’s 
first Post Office. In 1825 the Legislative Council 
passed an Act providing details on the regulations for 

postal services, these including the rates of postage 
which cost a shilling from Bathurst to Sydney. Stamps 
were not required in those days, as the receiver paid 
for the letter, not the sender.  
 

The mails were conveyed by mail coach via the Post 
Office in Bathurst, which had been opened in 1828, 
and then via a mail contractor on his horse and cart 
twice a week to the Sofala Post Office, which was 
established in 1851. The Sydney mail arrived in 
Bathurst each evening making long hours for the 
postmaster. In the month of June 1851 - 6,034 letters 
were received at the Bathurst Post Office and 6,819 
were posted and received, meaning that 12,877 letters 
were handled for the month. These figures did not 
include 166 registered letters for June. From 27th May 
to 30th September, 1851, some 25,644 ounces of gold 
was handled at the Bathurst Post Office.  

 
Leslie’s letter says: - “Turon, Tuesday, - Dear Parents - 
I received your letter of the 8. I have very little news 
this time for you except that I have not been able to 
earn more than would keep me, but you may depend as 
soon as I can I shall be down.  My health remains 
good.  I hope you have seen Mack by this time, he will 
be able to give you all the particulars about the flood 
from a letter I sent him the same mail as yours. John 
misunderstood him about the tools, instead of me 
burying the tools, the flood did it for me.  I hope the 
gramma (phone) is not rusty yet as I expect a tune 
when I come down - address as usual.  Leslie 
Crawford.”    
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The colony’s mail service relied upon hundreds of 
contractors which meant jobs for many men, though 
some women were employed. These mailmen had to 
provide their own horse and cart. In 1886 the mail for 
Sofala, Peel, and Wattle Flat was collected daily 
(Sunday accepted), at 4.30 a.m. from the Bathurst Post 
Office. Packets of gold were often sent through the 
post offices at a special postal rate, double that of the 
letter rate. Later senders were charged parcel postage 
rates.  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

A WELL-DESERVED  MEMORIAL  FOR 
SAPPER  HERBERT  ROSS 

 

In June 2019 the Hill End Gathering Group was 
contacted by Craig Ronan, an amateur military 
historian living in Bathurst. He was writing in relation 
to No 6129 Sapper Herbert Edward Winter Ross who 
was born at Hill End near Bathurst on 23rd May, 1878, 
and died at St Vincent’s Hospital at Bathurst on 3rd 
December, 1951. Craig was conducting some private 
research on Sapper Ross as he had purchased his 
British War Medal and Victory Medal along with some 
documentation on eBay several years ago. He was 
hoping to contact any of Ross’s living relatives. 
 

Sapper Ross, a miner from Hill End, enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 16th January, 
1916, aged 37 years of age. He was assigned to the 1st 
Australian Tunnelling Company and saw active service 
on the Western Front before being gassed (Wounded in 
Action) on the 20th March, 1918. Sapper Ross 
returned home to Australia on 13th June, 1918, after 
being in hospital on both the Western Front and 
England as a direct result of his injuries. 

 

Herbert Ross married Emily Mary Gawthorpe at 
Liverpool in Sydney in 1920. Emily, widow of Edward 
Gawthorpe (2nd Battalion AIF) who was killed in 
action at Lone Pine (Gallipoli) between 6th – 9th 
August, 1915, aged 43 years. 
 

Herbert and Emily lived in Beckenham Street, Canley 
Vale in Sydney from 1925 until the late 1930s. Emily 
died at Liverpool in 1947. Herbert was the stepfather 

of Charles Edward Gawthorpe (died 1973), Ernest 
Alfred Gawthorpe (died 1957) and Herbert Gawthorpe 
(died 1907). Prior to his death Sapper Ross lived alone 
at Wattle Flat, near Bathurst. 
 

An article in the National Times (Bathurst) on 
Thursday, 6th December, 1951, stated that Sapper 
Ross “was buried [in an unmarked grave] in the 
Presbyterian portion of the Bathurst Cemetery 
yesterday morning. The funeral was conducted by 
MacDonald and Maloney’s funeral parlour and the 
Rev. A. Dougan assisted by The Rev. Mr Bouse 
officiated at the graveside. A number of floral tributes 
were placed on the grave”. Apparently, Ross died of 
cancer of the oesophagus. 

After extensive research 
involving the Bathurst 
RSL Subbranch, Bathurst 
Regional Council and 
local Historical Societies, 
Craig managed to locate 
the grave of Sapper ROSS 
in the Presbyterian 
Section of the Bathurst 
Cemetery. Unfortunately, 
the grave still had no 
headstone or other 
markings. Craig contacted 
the Department of 
Veteran Affairs who 

undertook to construct an official memorial headstone.  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

EARLY  TOKENS  CAUSING  PANIC 
 

With the gold rush around Bathurst and district in the 
1850s and 1860s small change became very scarce and 
was hindering the local economy. It wasn’t just around 
Bathurst but throughout the colony and around 
Australia. The colonial government was informed and 
they did request that more low denomination coinage 
be shipped to the southern colony. Their requests fell 
on deaf ears as the British Government had their own 
coin shortage. Also, the Government in England felt 

that the gold would peter 
out, but how wrong they 
were.  
 

With nothing being done by 
the home Government the 
local merchants began 
ordering their own tokens 
from Birmingham and 
shipping them out on the 
sailing ships.  
 

Whilst the copper penny 
and half penny tokens 

helped solve the shortage in the short term by the early 
1860s, there were problems in the Southern Colonies 
and New Zealand. In an issue of the Empire newspaper 
in early October 1863 the issues were raised. Their 
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headline read “THE PENNY PANIC - The copper 
token excitement continues to increase, and threatens 
to create as much inconvenience, if not quite so serious 
loss, as if pounds were involved instead of pence. The 
annoyance to retail dealers is almost as great as would 
be the case with persons in a larger way of business if 
sovereigns and pound notes were no longer worth 
twenty shillings.”  
 

Left a typical penny 
token used in Bathurst. 
“The government, we 
understand, has been in 
communication with 
the Deputy-Master of 
the Sydney Mint in 
order to devise some 
plan by which the 
copper coinage may be 
placed on a sound 

basis. What course the Executive will ultimately take 
to ‘meet the difficulty’ has not yet transpired. The 
subject has also attracted the attention of the 
Legislation. Mr. Samuel has given notice of a motion 
as follows: “That, in the opinion of this house, there 
ought to be ‘copper coinage’ issued from the Sydney 
branch of the Royal Mint”. Others who have paid some 
attention to the matter think that the small amount of 
copper coin necessary for the requirements of the 
community would not justify the expense of coinage. 
They contend that the Executive would act more 
judiciously by procuring a “few thousand” pounds 
worth of copper coin from the Home Government, 
which, it is thought, would probably be furnished, 
under the circumstances, at cost price. The profit to the 
British Government on their copper coin is, very 
considerable, the price of the raw material of a penny, 
being only about a farthing. Forty-eight English 
pennies of the new coinage weigh a pound avoirdupois 
weights, and the value of the metal is not above a 
shilling.”  Below – assorted tokens found in Bathurst. 

 

“The new English penny is but one-third the weight of 
the old broad-rim penny of George Third’s coinage. 

The copper tokens now in circulation in Sydney 
would, on the average, be but half an ounce each, that 
is, thirty-two to the pound avoirdupois; so that they are 
intrinsically more valuable than the legal British 
penny, in the proportion of three to two, or in other 
words, a colonial penny token is equal in weight to 
three half-pence sterling.:- This would, perhaps be a 
sufficient margin of profit to pay for the expense of 
“re-coining the tokens at the Sydney Mint into pieces 
of the size and weight of the British copper coins; so 
that if the first cost was not very large the government 
might receive the present coins, and give an equal 
number in exchange. As the present unsatisfactory 
condition of the copper circulation is mainly owing to 
the fact that the government has failed in one of its 
functions; that of providing a legal “copper” coinage 
for general use, there is some cause why this course 
should be pursued.”  

 

Above – A scarce Collins & Company Bathurst penny 
token, the only Bathurst business to produce a token.   
 

“Another reason which has been urged why the whole 
community or body-politics could bear the loss, if any 
should arise, rather than the present holders, is found 
in the fact that the copper tokens have for a long time 
passed down from hand to hand; and have been a 
source of profit and convenience to the public 
generally. On the contrary, it may he assumed that if 
the government should contend to receive the penny 
tokens at present in circulation and to re-coin them at 
the Mint, we shall be continually subject to be 
inundated with tokens from Victoria and the 
neighbouring colonies.”  
 

“It is to the vast quantities recently imported that the 
present situation of things in Sydney is due to the 
British copper penny has been almost driven out of 
circulation by the quantities of rubbishing tokens lately 
introduced. These things are purchased in Melbourne 
(where they are extensively manufactured) for little 
more than their value as old copper. In fact our 
southern friends have lately been “taking a rise” out of 
their Sydney relatives, to the tune of some thousands 
of pounds.”  
 

“Three-fourths of the tokens now in circulation in 
Sydney have been brought from Melbourne and New 
Zealand and the sooner the system is put a stop to the 
better. It is quite, certain that the holders of these 
tokens, when they can no longer be passed from hand 
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to hand, will have to submit to a considerable loss. So 
serious has this matter become, that the Mayor has 
been requested to call a meeting to elicit public 
opinion, and to urge the government to interfere in 
order to prevent further loss and inconvenience.”  
 

“The class of persons who are the severest sufferers 
from this copper token nuisance are those who are 
least able to bear the loss, viz., small dealers and 
traders. It is not so much the value of the pence, as the 
loss of custom they have to incur if they refuse to take 
these dirty bits of copper when offered. Small 
shopkeepers and others are obliged to take them, or 
lose their customers. It is to be hoped that the 
government will speedily take some step to put an end 
to what, although it may seem a trifle to the wealthy, is 
really a source of great annoyance and loss to many 
deserving industrious persons.”  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

SHARPE  BROS  BREWED 
GINGER  BEER  IN  BATHURST 

 

Some of our Society’s long-time members 
will recall their parents buying ginger 
beer in these earthenware demijohns.   
 

Bathurst’s soft drink and ginger beer 
industry history commenced from at least 
around 1845. There were times when 
Bathurst boasted up to four or five aerated 
cordial manufacturers at the same time. 
Sharpe Bros was a relative newcomer to 
Bathurst in 1920, however it was one of 
south-eastern Australia’s and New 
Zealand’s largest ginger beer 
manufacturers during the earlier half of 
the twentieth century. With their familiar 
one gallon ‘stone’ jar along with ‘home 
delivery’, the name Sharpe soon became 
synonymous with ginger beer.  
 

Temperance influences in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s gave a boost to ginger 
beer and non-intoxicating aerated cordial 
manufactured drinks. The business was commenced by 
John Sharpe in Dunedin, New Zealand in early January 
1903. The Australian saga for Sharpe Bros really 
commenced with the arrival of John Sharpe in Sydney 
on the 4th August, 1905. 
 

The decision to open at Bathurst was made in March, 
1920, after the two brothers found suitable premises at 
65 Durham Street which they could rent off the 
McPhillamy Estate until the building was purchased 
allowing the Sharpes two good years of business. A 
water sample was taken back to Sydney on the train 
with which a ‘brew’ would be made just to be sure the 
water would be suitable and one has to assume that 
Ewart Sharpe must have been suitably impressed. The 
premises was a two-storey building with a cement 
floor that had originally been the Bathurst Police 

Stables and was situated down the lane from Horan 
Bros garage.  Both John and Ewart Sharpe had 
travelled to Bathurst in September to establish the 
factory. The building was given a good cleanup and 
the interior was whitewashed and timber shelves 
constructed along with some alterations.  A washing 
area was established.    
 

George McDonald was appointed manager, from three 
applicants, from 29th September, 1920, and was to 
continue until early March 1926. McDonald, like all 
other managers, would have had to come up with a £50 
bond before commencing his job on £6 per week.  He 
would have had to sign an agreement also.  McDonald 
was shown how to do the brewing and was entrusted 
with Sharpe’s ‘secret recipes.’ Within weeks of 
commencement, Mr McDonald rode his horse and 
canvassed door-to-door around parts of Bathurst, 
Milltown, Kelso, and Perthville, letting prospective 
customers know that they could purchase jars of the 
“famous Sharpe Ginger Beer for two shillings a 
gallon.” Ewart, who was reputedly quite good at it, 

also went canvassing on some of his 
visits to Bathurst.   
 

When the factory was opened the title 
was still not finalised, however they 
were allowed to move in without 
prejudice. On 22nd December the 
Bathurst property was finally 
purchased for £600 from the 
McPhillamy Estate. The Bathurst 
business, for some reason, was in the 
name of Ina Sharpe (as was the Forbes 
factory) though not long after the 
property was mortgaged to allow for 
expansion of other branches.   
 

Hadyn Larnach of Bathurst later 
became a salesman. Hadyn recalls that 
the office almost defies description as 
it was situated under the staircase with 
its small bench and a series of nails 
hammered into the wall, each with 

their paperclips to hold the various invoices and 
accounts. He goes on “there was a small storeroom 
were we put the vinegar, cordials and the sauces.” 
 

By 1936 the Bank of Australasia ordered that various 
Sharpe branches, including Bathurst, be sold to reduce 
the overdraft. 

oooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

DID YOU KNOW - On Friday, the 14th December, 
1849, about 1pm, the roof of the premises occupied by 
Mr. Croft, baker and confectioner, in William Street, 
were observed to be in “flames-the conflagration 
spread with fearful rapidity, it was fortúnate that at the 
time there was not a breath of wind stirring, had there 
been, the consequences must have been serious, not 
only to this, but to the surrounding house, the inmates 
of which were, as it was, greatly alarmed, six 
constables were immediately on the spot and many of 
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the inhabitants in the neighbourhood promptly 
attended and rendered every assistance to quench the 
flames, a plentiful supply of water was soon procured 
from the wells in the neighbourhood, and by the active 
exertions of those engaged, the fire was soon got 
under, the only damage done was to the roof of the 
house which will take 10 or £15 to repair. This 
occurrence shows the necessity, in a thickly populated 
town like Bathurst, of having a fire engine, and we 
trust the inhabitants will take the hint, and be up and 
stirring in the matter.” 
 

In October 1867 the Sydney Morning Herald noted 
that “on Saturday last the town of Bathurst was visited 
by a dreadful hurricane. In several other parts of the 
colony sudden storms of that description have been 
recently observed.” It also noted that the remains of 
Mrs. Croft, drowned at the Denison Bridge, over the 
Macquarie, not long since, had been found near 
Ranken’s Bridge, and buried. 
 

DID YOU KNOW - In February 1869 Mr. George 
Algernon Greville, late Manager of the Joint Stock 
Bank, at Forbes, and for a time in Bathurst as a clerk, 
had been convicted at the Quarter Sessions in Bathurst. 
He was accused of three charges of stealing the 
moneys of the bank. Several points had been reserved 
by counsel, and the prisoner was remanded for 
sentence. 
 

DID YOU KNOW – On 30th September, 1902, the 
usual weekly meeting of the Bathurst Co-operative 
Dairying Co., Limited, was held in the company’s 
office in the Bathurst City Council’s old Market 
Buildings on what later became King’s Parade. The 
following Directors being present - Messrs. C.R. 
Pickworth (in the chair), L. Edgley, P. Furness. W.J. 
McPhillamy, and W.S. Short. The company’s 
manager, Mr. Kenniwell, from their Evans’ Plains 
factory, reported that for the past week he received 228 
gallons of milk and 17861bs. of cream and 
manufactured 907 lbs. of butter, which showed a 
decided increase compared with the previous week’s 
returns. It was decided to formally open the new 
factory in Bentinck Street in Bathurst on 14th October. 
 

DID YOU KNOW – On 16th October, 1939, not long 
after World War Two was declared, the National 
Advocate in Bathurst pointed out that a writer in the 
Sydney Morning Herald said:- “In Machattie Park, the 
rare Holy Thorn of Glastonbury is in bloom for the 
first time. This historical tree was grown from a slip 
brought to Bathurst from Somerset in England, by the 
Rev. J. Leighton Edwell and it produces white 
blossoms. The specimen at Bathurst is reported to be 
the only one in Australia. It is in good company in the 
city of beautiful trees.” 
 

The trees were very unusual because they flowered 
twice - once in the spring around Easter, and a second 
time at Christmas in Glastonbury. Thus they were seen 
as holy thorns. In the Civil Wars of the 17th century 

Puritan soldiers cut down the only remaining thorn 
because they saw it as an object of superstition. 
However, local people had kept cuttings, and later 
replanted them.  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
 

REMINDER -  

society MEMBERSHIP 

RENEWAL TIME 

2020 - 2021 
 

Membership renewals are due on 30th June and 
payable on or before 31st July each year. To renew 
your membership you need to complete the 
accompanying renewal form and return it to the 
Society, together with your subscription. This form 
must be submitted with your subscription as it is used 
to check that the Membership Register contains your 
correct name, address, phone numbers, email and 
membership details. 
 

You can do an electronic funds transfer (EFT) direct to 
the Society’s bank account. Details are:  BSB – 
032814, Account number – 150207.  If payments are 
made in this manner please note the fact on the bottom 
of your renewal form.  
 

If you have already paid for this year in the last couple 
of months, please ignore the reminder.  
 

A Membership Renewal Form is 
included for your convenience. 

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63322522 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as membership 
application forms, are available at the front desk 
during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


