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Attention 
 
The Museum will be 
closed for all of July so 
that the interior can be 
painted and have new 
carpet laid. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Your Committee 
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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Welcome to our third member’s newsletter for 2019 
and we now have our full programme of musters for 
the year.   
 

Once again we are holding the 
Theo Barker Memorial Lecture 
which will be co-hosted by the 
Bathurst Regional Council and the 
Bathurst District Historical 
Society. The venue is the Bathurst 
City Hall, Bathurst Memorial 
Entertainment Centre on Friday 
16th  August, at 6:00pm for a 6:30pm start, so be sure 
to put it in your diary. Barbara Hickson will speak on 
“Let’s Do Heritage Differently.” As a heritage adviser 
she has worked for 13 different NSW councils, but 
especially for Bathurst for 22 years. Travelling 
throughout the west and north-west, Barbara has 
experienced the full range of heritage problems and we 
will hear some of her experiences.  
 

Mary Fletcher, our Society 
Photographic Curator, has for 
a while been thinking about 
members and the general 
public being asked to bring in 
their ‘Bathurst and district 
photos, interesting family 
photos, historic photos, etc.,’ 
to be scanned again as the 
Society did several years ago.  
Now that Barry Cupitt has 
broken the back of the 
scanning of the majority of the 

Society’s photos it would keep him busy for a few 
more months. 
 

The Society does not wish 
to keep the original 
images, unless people 
want us to, but would 
scan images, note the 
information and return 
originals. Bring your 
photos in between 11am and 3.30pm (not Mondays) 
and your details will be recorded so they can be 
returned to you.  
 

Back in March the New South Wales Election took 
place. Did you know that Bathurst is one of the state’s 
original electorates that is able to trace its history back 

to 1843 when the County of Bathurst was one of the 
districts that elected a member to advise the Governor 
on the Legislative Council. The County of Bathurst 
was also an electorate at the first self-government 
election in 1856, though the electoral system used at 
the time did not include the town of Bathurst in the 
County of Bathurst seat. Instead, Bathurst town was 
grouped together with Kelso and Carcoar in a seat 
called ‘Western Boroughs’. The township and the 
countryside were first united in a single seat in 1859. 
 

Congratulations to Barry James Cupitt and Andrew 
Fletcher for becoming Bathurst Living Legends on 
Proclamation Day this year. Both are valued members 
of the Society with Barry our photographic scanner 
and Andrew our Military Curator. Another seven 
persons were added in 2018 with another seven this 
year.  

 

We opened Old Government 
Cottage from 9am until 4 pm 
on Proclamation Day, Sunday 
5th May, and ended up with a 
pleasing number of visitors 
throughout the day. Like 
always many who came had 
never visited Old Government 
Cottage before. We had a 
gratifying number of school 
children also accompany their 
parents and grandparents 
throughout the day.      
 

What a success the various Autumn Colours events 
have been which finished at the end of May.  The 
numerous Family History Group’s events were fully 
booked out as were many others. As expected Graham 
Lupp’s Town Square walk proved to be very popular. 
I’ll cover the Trades Trail in a separate article further 
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on. Their ticket sales were well up on last year. 
 

With the Autumn Colours 
programme there were some 
astounding events with large 
numbers taking part. There 
was some interesting variety 
in the programme which 
would not be possible 
without the volunteers from 
the various groups putting 
their hand up to give their 
time and research to the 
various projects. I can’t 
count the number of people 

who welcomed the booklet back again so it was well 
received.   
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held at 
the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

 

20th June – Muster – Graham Priddle - 
“Workhorse Steam Locomotives for 70 Years – 
Especially in Bathurst” The respect shown for these 
steam engines is considerable, as they worked all 
around N.S.W., in all weathers and at all hours, to 
bring to Sydney all the wool, wheat, coal and livestock 
for the city population and for export. Bathurst depot 
was a major centre for the engines, having up to 50 of 
them based here at most times during the 70 years they 
were working.  
 

The associated enginemen, fitters, fettlers, guards and 
signalmen meant that the title of “Bathurst, a railway 
town”, was very true. Graham will show us, with 
photos taken at the time, how these engines 

contributed to the history of Bathurst. 
 

6th – 21st July - Bathurst Winter Festival – will be 
staged over two weeks of winter fun and comprise 
Council’s extensive Winter Festival promotion. 
Historic buildings will come 
alive through static and 
interactive illuminations, 
breathing life into old buildings 
every night from sundown. 
Wander through the Enchanted 
Forest or rug up in the Winter 
Playground with giant Ferris 
wheel and with a two-storey 
carousel.  
 

McDonald’s Bathurst Open Air 
Ice Rink in the King’s Parade 
precinct will operate every day 
from 9am to 9pm. Come and enjoy regional food, 
produce and entertainment. There will be two major 
evening events held in association with the festival - 
Ignite the Night and Brew and Bite.  
 

18th July – Muster - Stuart Driver – “Some never 
lose their shine” - Stuart Driver is a well-known local 
collector of Victoriana, furniture and old lamps. Stuart 
is on the trail of a local connection of significance with 
a recent acquisition. He is a very engaging speaker and 
his enthusiasm and passion for collecting is 
contagious. Our members will see their family 
heirlooms in a totally different light after this.                        
   

15th August, Thursday - BDHS Annual General 
Meeting, at 5 pm in the Museum. Nibbles provided.  
 
16th August, Friday, Theo 
Barker Memorial Lecture in 
the Bathurst Memorial 
Entertainment Centre at 
6pm for a 6:30pm 
commencement. Barbara 
Hickson will deliver her 
lecture titled “Let’s Do 
Heritage Differently.”  22 
years’ experience in heritage 
management leads me to 
believe there may be many things, large and small , 
that we might do differently - more inclusive, more 
informed, less adversarial, less negative … or it might 
be time to throw the baby out,  bath and all. Let’s 
explore the options for making heritage management a 
winner for all concerned. 
 

Barbara has lived in Mudgee and worked as an 
architect for 40 years and heritage adviser for the past 
25 years. As a heritage adviser she has worked for 13 
different NSW councils, but especially for Bathurst for 
22 years. Travelling throughout the west and north-
west, Barbara has experienced the full range of 
heritage problems, and in the process has won several 
National Trust awards including The Cathy Donnelly 
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award in 2007. She has also won other New South 
Wales awards for work on the Cobb & Co heritage 
trail and for cemetery interpretation and has authored 
three books on cemeteries. Barbara still has a small 
local architectural practice in Mudgee which is 
primarily residential, and works on heritage matters. 
 

19th September  - Muster – Bruce Ryan and John 
Telfer - ‘Bathurst is still Remembering’ – ‘Bathurst 
Remembers’ project co-ordinator Bruce Ryan has been 
capturing community highlights in our city for years 
and along with his assistant John will speak on some 
aspects of the programme. These champion’s current 
challenge is to get the movies onto the internet. Some 
historic occasion’s images will complement their talk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17th October – Muster - Andrew Fletcher with 
“Bathurst’s WW1 Vets - the stories they never 
told……” Let Andrew share some tales of our 
veteran’s experiences, some good, some not so good 
and others down right forgettable. We will hear how 
our nurses suffered great hardships just to keep nursing 
the men. We will meet some locals whose war was 
very short, others who had done it all before, several 
served in the South African War but did anyone serve 
in the Soudan?  
 

We have heard that the British officers considered our 
troops to be an undisciplined rabble with no regard for 
the letter of military law let alone civil law, so let’s 
hear some of their stories.  
 

Come along you might hear something about one of 
your ancestors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21st November – “Gallipoli and Beyond” with Alan 
McRae. View a series of images from the landings on 
Gallipoli to the desert sands of Egypt, the Sinai and 
Palestine through several Australian Light Horse 
trooper’s eyes.” The war in the Middle East presented 
its own unique problems which had to be solved and 
some photos will show what happened. Many troopers 

who arrived from Australia took along their own horse 
in many cases though they were not told initially they 
could not bring them home.  

 

5th December (Thursday) – BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party in the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, bring 
your family and any guests. Also please bring a plate 
of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP at the 
front desk on 63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
by 1st December, 2019, to assist with organising.   
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

BATHURST HERITAGE TRADES TRAIL  
- May 2019 

 

The following is a report by President Samantha - I 
recall the heartache and disappointment of organisers 
last year with the low numbers. Though unable to 
contribute directly I did have some input which was 
acted upon. I haven’t heard as much enthusiasm about 
this event before as has happened this year from many 
quarters, even the aquatic exercise group in the local 
pool. Congratulations to all involved, and there were 
many of them.  
 

It was another very successful Trades Trail which was 
held on the weekend of 18th/19th May 2019. With 
over 100 artisans and two thousand visitors, it was a 
very big weekend!  It was launched by Local Member 
Paul Toole and Bathurst Mayor, Cr Graham Hanger a 
couple of days before the event, with plenty of media 
coverage and a good crowd in attendance. Both 
gentlemen took the opportunity to have a ride on one 
of John Kitchen’s wonderful machines, below. John is 
a master bicycle maker in Bathurst and the Trail 
featured a number of his fantastic hand built machines, 
together with suitably dressed riders! 

 

Four heritage venues this year which made it much 
more accessible to all and easier to get round to see all 



 5 
the exciting displays.  The Ag Station was undoubtedly 
the main attraction, full of colour and movement, and 
with good reason.   
 

Blacksmiths once again made the old Blacksmith’s 
Shop ring out, producing a wonderful display and lots 
of sparks!  The Cobb & Co coach was a big hit with 

everyone, the beautiful 
roan Percheron horses, 
called April and May, very 
popular with young and 
old.  On Saturday Pip the 
Shetland and her driver 
Cazzie delighted the kids - 
left, as did Mick and his 
kelpies, Dusty, Jeepers and 
Tippy. Tippy is only a pup 
and very active, so it was 
very difficult to grab a 
Selfie with a Kelpie with 
Tippy jumping about!  But 
lots of people managed 
and there was a prize 
awarded for the best selfie 

uploaded to the BVIC FaceBook page.  
 

There were plenty of things to look at – crazy tricycles 
and penny farthings, beautiful horsedrawn coaches, old 
cars, great display from a local collection of just about 
everything, artisans working away at making buckets, 
wagon wheels, whips, sawing up huge logs, tanning a 
goat skin, making a cigar box guitar and playing a 
squeeze box, a master joiner and a man making Shaker 
boxes – not boxes you shake but American Shaker 
style from the 19th Century, ploughing with a 
horsedrawn plough and teaching kids to crack whips.  

You name it, it was 
there! Even a cranky 
donkey not to pat!  
There was delicious 
tucker from the CWA, 
and lovely fresh corn 
and popcorn, a local 
wine maker with lots of 
delicious wine to 
sample, and strolling 
players complete with a 
cat-o-nine tails for the 
naughty convict!, left.   
 

The other three venues 
were a bit tamer - the 
CWA Hall in Russell 
Street was much more 
refined, filled as it was 

with spinners, felters, knitters, jewellers, and the 
Rankin Street Cottage girls with lovely jam and hand 
made things. There were some sheep, Pat and Beau, to 
pat and their owner was there, spinning their lovely 

coloured wool.  The indefatigable CWA ladies were 
also there serving their world class scones and jam. 
 

Walshaw Hall in Church Street is a lovely building 
that has seen much in its lifetime.  But I doubt it had 
seen the likes of the artisans there for the Trades Trail.  
Printers, lead light glass artists, upholsterers, and 

Elizabeth canning 
chairs in the Edwardian 
manner – (left).  But 
the hit of the hall were 
the musicians.  Luthiers 
make violins and harps 
and we had one of each 
– Esther who taught 
herself from the 
internet how to make a 
harp, and Peter who 
makes the most 
exquisite violins, many 
of which he bought to 

display, together with a lovely chap called Ian who 
makes dulcimers, Mick the Mandolin with his sweet 
voiced wife Kate who serenaded us all weekend. A 
family of bookbinders came all the way from 
Warnambool in Victoria to show us how to do it and it 
was very interesting watching Jenna work. 
 

The Uniting or Methodist Church Hall in William 
Street was also a big hit.  I don’t think it was anything 
less than crammed full all weekend!  Ten students 
from the Grimwade Centre in Melbourne came up to 
show us all about conservation and restoration of 
precious objects such as photos, medals, books and 
fabrics.   

 

They have been working on a flag from Jervis Bay – a 
very fragile object that had been rolled up on a shelf 
for decades.  It is now ready to be donated to the 
museum down at Jervis Bay and they are thrilled to 
have it.  There were felters, weavers of rubbish (much 
nicer than it sounds – they use sticks and twigs, 
discarded objects and the like) who made some 
wonderful objects – baskets, globes, wall hangings, 
and there was a group of lace makers who had the 
crowd enthralled. 
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It was a great weekend and our hats go off to Sandy 
Bathgate and his tireless team of volunteers, to Ian 
Redpath who ran a free shuttle bus service round all 
the venues, and to Dan Cove and his great team at 
BVIC and BRC.  Here’s to next year’s event! 
 

ooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo 

OLD  GOVERNMENT  COTTAGE  GETS  NEW  
SIGNAGE 

 

Finally, after more than eight years this iconic heritage 
building has new signage.    

 

The new signage has been installed in time for 
Proclamation Day with the story of Old Government 
Cottage on an interpretive sign (below) out on the 
footpath, to the right of the entry gate.   

We opened at 10am on Proclamation Day and went 
through till 4pm with entry by donation. We had a 
pleasing number through to have a look with quite a 
number saying it was their first time visit and some 
who didn’t realise Old Government Cottage was even 
there at 16 Stanley Street!  
 

ooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo 
 

GOVERNOR  OPENS  BDHS  MUSEUM 1965 
 

Whilst on Old Government Cottage few members 
would be aware that the Museum, then in No 1 George 

Street complex was officially opened by the Governor 
of New South Wales in 1965 unveiling the plaque 
attached to Old Government Cottage. The Bathurst 
District Historical Society developed their historical 
museum in the two storey home fronting George 
Street.    

 

Above – Old Government Cottage prior to restoration 

in 1963.  
 

It was Wednesday 24th March, 1965, and His 
Excellency was extended a Civil Reception during his 
visit by the Mayor in King’s Parade at a ceremony 
which began at 10am.  
 

His Excellency, Sir Eric Woodward, K.C.M.G., 
K.C.V.O., C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., Governor of New 
South Wales flew up to Raglan Aerodrome with Lady 
Woodward. They arrived at No 1 George Street at 
3.05pm and inspected the Folk Museum and after 
speeches of welcome he unveiled the plaque on the 
cottage.  
 

He opened the building saying (erroneously) - “The 
building to which this plaque is attached is the 
remaining portion of Government House erected in 
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1817 by order of Lachlan Macquarie, Governor of 
New South Wales.  
 

Sir Eric visited St Vincent’s Hospital, the Macquarie 
Homes for the Aged and the Bathurst District Hospital. 
Later, he inspected the Civic Centre Art Gallery and 
Library as well as attending an official luncheon at the 
R.S.L. Club.   

 

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

MYSTERY  ITEM? 

 
What is our mystery item above, the answer is on page 
14.  

 

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

JAMES  GARNETT  EWER 
 
The vaults of the Bathurst District Historical Society 
hold an assortment of items in our collection with 
many being considered quite rare. One item is a small 
painting from the time when photography still hadn’t 
been improved enough to be commercially available. 
The image is of James Garnett Ewer who came to the 
Bathurst District later in his life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Ewer arrived in Sydney on the three masted 
barque ‘William’ which had a crew of around thirty. 
He landed in Sydney in October 1835, having left 
London in May 1835, just after dissolving his business 
partnership. The latter information appeared on 1st 
May, 1835, in the London Gazette – “Whereas the 

Partnership heretofore subsisting between us the 
undersigned, James Garnett Ewer and Thomas Banks, 
as Warehouse Keepers, in Liverpool, in the County of 
Lancaster was this day dissolved by mutual consent - 
As witness our hands this 1st day of May 1835.” It was 
signed by James Garnett Ewer and Thomas Banks. 
 

In England James Ewer had been a friend to some 
members of the Aspinall family in Lancaster. He had 
worked for the Liverpool business house of Aspinall, 
Brown & Aspinall. He also worked part-time for 
himself from 1826 to 1833 as a wool broker, handling 
wool sales during the eight years. 
 

After James Garnett Ewer’s unassisted passage (paying 
his own way) he represented Richard Aspinall’s 
financial interests as a bookkeeper in Sydney. After 
moving to Moreton Bay James had a run called 
‘Yamo’ at Condamine near Toowoomba. It had an 
estimated area of 12,000 acres, enough for around 500 
cattle. “It was on the north side of the Lower 
Condamine River, bounded on the south by ten miles 
of the river, commencing at a marked tree E, about two 
miles below the junction of Charley’s Creek, on the 
north by a scrub one mile from the river, on the east by 
a scrub and on the west by a marked tree on a creek 
unnamed, to its junction with the Condamine” 
 

It wasn’t all smooth sailing with his labourers though. 
An article appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald in 
July 1849 concerning one of James Ewer’s farm 
labourers who was murdered - “MORETON BAY. 
July 3 – Murder - This place has been the scene of 
another of those diabolical murders which disgrace 
humanity. The facts elicited at the Coroner’s inquest, 
on the 21st ultimo, are these:- The deceased, John 
Leonard, lately in the employ of Mr. J.G. Ewer, of the 
Condamine River, came to Brisbane with his master on 
Friday, the 15th ultimo, and there obtained his 
discharge from that gentleman’s service but signified 
his intention of returning to the country again, and 
agreed to meet Mr. Ewer on the Ipswich road on 
Sunday. His not keeping his appointment, and a man 
named Owen Molloy being seen in South Brisbane, on 
Sunday evening, with a portion of Leonard’s clothes 
about him, and other property known to have been 
previously in the deceased’s possession, suspicion was 
excited that he had murdered the man. The following 
Monday, upon the police being made acquainted with 
the matter, he was apprehended, and, after an 
examination, remanded, whilst search was made for 
the body.”  
 

“District Constable Murphy, in company with Mr. 
Ewer, and two native blacks, proceeded on Wednesday 
to Cowper’s Plains, tracing the road along for marks. 
At Canoe Creek the deceased’s dog showed evident 
signs of unwillingness to cross the creek, but run on 
one side of the road into the bed of the creek. Upon 
Murphy following the direction the dog had taken, he 
came upon the body of poor Leonard lying in the creek 
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horribly disfigured, and the skull fractured, evidently 
from the blow of a tomahawk. Several witnesses 
proved at the inquest that Molloy had been in company 
with the deceased on the Sunday morning, and that he 
knew Leonard had money about him, and which was 
subsequently found on the person of Molloy. The jury 
brought in a verdict of wilful murder against Molloy, 
who stands committed to take his trial.”  
 

“Since his commitment the prisoner has accused two 
other persons, named McCarthy and Stevens, as being 
the murderers. In consequence warrants were issued 
for their apprehension, and the chief constable 
(Moore), of Ipswich, lost no time in following their 
route up the country, whither they had gone with their 
teams. He overtook them on the Main Range, and 
returned with them yesterday to Brisbane, where they 
will undergo an examination this day. - Herald 
Correspondent.”   
 

A Government Gazette notice in the Maitland Mercury 
on Wednesday 8th August, 1849, proclaimed that 
“James Garnett Ewer, Esq., of Wombo Forest, 
Drayton” had been appointed a magistrate of the 
territory by the Governor, Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Fitzroy.”  
 

James returned to Sydney on several occasions from 
Morton Bay until late 1853 or early 1854 where he 
remained till moving up to Bathurst. A notice in the 
Sydney Morning Herald of 13th August, 1853, notes 
the - “Sale to-day, at auction, of J.G. Ewer, Esq’s, 
station of ‘Womba Forest’ at Darling Downs, with 
about 9100 sheep, at 17s.and 9d. per head, terms cash.” 
 

At some time he entered into a partnership with 
Richard Aspinall to manage his sheep station at 
Bathurst known as ‘Maryville’. Ewer’s bookkeeping 
experience was gained whilst working in Liverpool 
Counting House. Not long after arriving in Bathurst 
James met a local lassie Louisa Hawkins and they 
were later married on Sunday 18th July, 1855, at Holy 
Trinity Church at Kelso. The wedding was recorded in 
the Empire (a Sydney newspaper) on Tuesday 24th 
July, 1855 - “On Sunday July 18th, at Trinity Church 
Kelso, by the Rev. William Lisle, assisted by the Rev. 
Thomas Sharpe, James Garnett Ewer, Esq. to Louisa, 
aged 38, fourth daughter of the late Thomas 
Fitzherbert Hawkins of ‘Blackdown’, Bathurst.”  

 
Her father Thomas Fitzherbert Hawkins had arrived 

with his family per “Minstral” in January 1822 and 
was appointed Commissariat Storekeeper at Bathurst, a 
position he resigned from in 1823. Landing the job was 
fortunate as the family were intending to settle at 
Bathurst. The Hawkin’s estate was located on prime 
land on the Macquarie River on the Kelso side of the 
river and was named ‘Blackdown.’ 
 

Louisa Hawkin’s father, had been born on 24th May, 
1781, in England and her mother was Elizabeth Lilly 
who had been born on 15th July, 1783, at Deal in Kent 
in England. Louisa was just five years of age when she 
arrived with the rest of the family in 1822. In the same 
year the Hawkins family with their eight children 
became the first free European family to cross the 
Mountains. During the journey Louisa’s sisters and 
their mother Elizabeth gathered wildflowers on their 
journey as they followed the drays carrying their 
household and personal items to Bathurst.   
 

Later James Garnet Ewer is listed as the secretary of 
the Church Society, 256 Crown St in Sydney in the 
1867 N.S.W. Post Office Directory. His residence was 
listed as 197 Albion St, Surry Hills. The Ewers had no 
children though they had wanted to. James died in 
Sydney on 12th August, 1886, aged 87, with Louisa 
dying on 14th August, 1902, at ‘Wirrulda’, Redmyre 
Road, in Strathfield, aged 86. Both were buried in the 
same Necropolis. 

 

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

PILLS, CURES & POTIONS 
 

From the 1850s to after the Great 
War is considered the age of the 
patent medicine and “cure-all”. 
The claims made by many of the 
marketers of patient medicines 
were wildly inaccurate and could 
cause death. It may be not fair to 
say that none of the cures 
worked, some did, probably more 
by good luck than good 
management.  
 

Left – Pitcher’s Castoria 
vegetable remedy for children’s 
problems. It could regulate the 
bowels, remove worms and 
relieve fevers, cures diarrhoea 

and overcomes constipation.     
 

With few doctors, except in the larger towns and cities, 
people who got sick invariably treated themselves with 
some of the concoctions available – tonics, potions, 
lotions and creams. Medicine was slow to keep up the 
pace as advances took place in the Industrial 
Revolution of the 1880s. With Governments unclear 
and vague laws the quacks set themselves up.  
 

The gullible public was easily exploited as the sick 
relied on hope for a cure. Many exploited human 
suffering when they made their mixtures.  
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London in the 1860s was a paradise for quacks as the 
poor classes were ignorant and many could not read, so 
could be easily exploited. Chemists and Drug Stores 
pushed these medicines often knowing how useless 
they were. Many of the rich had money to buy 
products, especially those with a high alcoholic content 
as many were hypochondriacs. Where there was no 
doctor the local chemist would promote his own 
concoctions which he would make up in a liquid or 
make into pills. Chemists would display in their shops 
excellent testimonials extolling the excellence of the 
medicines they made and sold.  

Left – Dr. 
McBain’s famous 
Blood Pills to 
purify the blood 
for blood and skin 
disorders.  
 

It was the 
newspapers in 

England that began to advertise products with such 
extravagant claims of the ‘discoverer’. One can read in 
the newspapers of the mid to late 1800s about these 
extraordinary cures with their exaggerated claims. 
Poor and impoverished officials, noblemen or women, 
and other various people could be persuaded to 
contract some disease. Later they would say that they 
had been quickly cured and provided a testimonial as 
such. Obviously done for a ‘fee’ these people were 
manipulated by the enterprising quacks. If a person did 
get better another success would be claimed.  

 

Often the patient 
medicine companies, 
when they began to 
supply to a new region, 
would approach ‘locals’ 
to write testimonials 
such as Dr. Brown’s 
‘Itch Cure’ – left. 
Obviously part of the 
reward was to see their 

name in print. Others were enticed by cheaper or free 
products.    
 

 
 
Having done much research in the Bathurst 

newspapers of yesteryear one soon realises that many 
of the local newspapers such as the Bathurst Daily 
Times must have relied on the flood of patient 
medicine advertising. Any small section of a column 
that was vacant was soon ‘filled’ with this type of 
advertising such as Fenning’s Children’s Powders (at 
bottom of previous column.) Mail order cures were 
also advertised.  
 

These patient medicine makers certainly paid 
reasonable money and made up a high proportion of 
advertising income so that newspaper bosses were not 
game to publish criticism of a product or the company 
by the public or users. After all they may go to another 
rival newspaper.  
 

One only needs to read the early newspaper 
advertisements to realise that the patent medicine firms 
had a ‘cure’ for just about anything with their grossly 
misleading advertising.  
 

Right – Dr. 
Allen’s Asthma 
Cure for asthma, 
phthisis, hay 
fever, bronchitis, 
croup and nasal 
catarrh.  
 

Some ingredients 
of these quack 
cures have 
included ginger, 
soap, almond oil, 
carbolic acid, 
bee’s wax, dog 
fat, zinc oxide, menthol and many other products. 
Some cures had morphia and quinine in them – one 
was tested later to find it had 600mg of morphia and 
300mg of quinine, six times the lethal dose, after a 
number of ‘patients’ had died. Another mixture tested 
much later found it had 3 grains of mercuric 
perchloride – it would have killed anyone taking it. 
Often the early remedies had spirit or absolute alcohol 
so that it would evaporate quickly so the ‘effect’ of the 
‘medicines’ wore off – it meant more sales.  One 
ointment had lead and zinc sulphide in it. Cough 
mixtures often contained opium. People were dicing 
with death.  
 

Most of the patient medicine companies were well 
aware that the various substances had little or no 
medical value at all. If a secret cure was exposed, more 
often than not it reappeared under some other name. 
The public were unaware of what was in many cures.  
 

Patent medicine makers often formed large companies 
and along with their constant advertising made them 
appear ‘respectable’. Cure makers frequently set up a 
medical institute to treat “country patients”. Some 
makers such as Clarke’s Blood Mixture became so 
involved with their product that he gave public lectures 
about ‘impure blood’.   
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TICKETS  OF  LEAVE 

&  CONDITIONAL  PARDONS 
 

Many people do their own family research these days 
and having a convict in the family is a link to their 
heritage. Often researchers do not fully understand 
convict’s ‘Tickets of Leave’ and ‘Conditional Pardons’.    
 

After a convict had 
worked for a specified 
number of years in the 
Colony they were 
eligible for a Ticket of 
Leave. In the early 
colony, tickets could 
be granted at any time. 
The convict was only 
required to be sober, 
honest and industrious 

and the completed petition had to be endorsed by the 
local Magistrate. The Ticket of Leave permitted the 
convict to work for themselves on condition that they 
remained in a specified region or area, reported 

regularly to local 
authorities and, if at 
all possible, attended 
divine worship 
every Sunday. The 
document as issued 
had to be carried 
with them at all 
times. 
 

Under a Conditional 
Pardon, the convict 
was free as long as 
he remained in the 
Colony. The vast 
majority of convicts 
granted pardons by 
the Governor were 
granted a 
Conditional Pardon 
though some 
received an 

Absolute Pardon by which the convict’s sentence was 
entirely remitted. Under an Absolute Pardon, they 
were free to move both within and outside the Colony 
and could even return to Britain.  

 

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

MODERN  HOME  APPLIANCES  IN  THE  
1860s 

 

In the 1850s International Exhibitions became 
reasonably common with these events held worldwide. 
Sydney and Melbourne held their exhibitions every 
few years and Great Britain held various exhibition 
every year. These exhibitions enabled manufacturers 
and inventors to put their ideas on display. There was a 
great variety of products and there was no shortage of 
goods that could be used in the kitchen and laundry.  
 

This 1863 compound hand operated oval butter churn 
(below), it was claimed, that it was the best 
construction to create agitation to carry down the air 

amongst the cream during 
the process of butter 
churning. One just turned 
the metal handle which 
was geared onto a central 
drive. It supposedly 
“produced butter more 
quickly and of a better 
quality than any other oval 
churn”. The butter could 
be all made in the churn 
and did not need to be 
touched as it could be 
salted and washed in the 

churn, thus the liability of turning rancid was 
consequently entirely avoided.  

 

When reading some of the 
early product catalogues there 
are some amazing inventions 
and sometimes impossible 
claims as to what they could 
do.   
 

Left - This odd looking 
apparatus is an egg whisk first 
shown in 1863. The actual 
whisk could be removed for 
further cleaning. One held the 
whipping container and then 
worked the spiral up and 
down. Up to twelve eggs could 
be whisked at a time. This 
item was made from tin.  
 

Once the eggs were prepared they could be poured out 
into one or more frypans to be cooked or added to the 
cake or biscuit mixture.  
 

This bread cutting machine (below) would have 
probably been ideal for country mansions getting 
through several loaves of bread each day. Hand 
operated, the unit would have been hard work after a 
few dozen loaves. Designed in the 1860s it had a 
patent taken out on it in April 1864. The machine 

allowed the loaf of bread 
to be sliced and cut to a 
uniform thickness. It cut 
the loaf with just one 
slice at a time by 
pushing and pulling the 
central lever.  
 

The bread slicer unit 
was manufactured on a timber base board which one 
could attach to a table with a pair of ‘G’ clamps. The 
other framework was made of brass with a turned 
wooden handle. One could remove the blade for 
sharpening or replacement.    
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A foldup portable 
clothesline that could be 
attached to a tree stump, 
timber pole sunk into 
the ground or a fence 
post. After one’s clothes 
were dry and brought 
inside the clothes line 
could be folded up and 
brought inside. The 
designer used sisal fibre 
or hemp rope for the 

line for the clothes. Around the same time an 
American, David M. Smith, released his “spring-
clamp” clothes pegs, although wooden clothes pegs 
had been in existence for several decades. 

Above – A hand operated clothes wringer and starcher 
available in the mid 1850s which attached to a timber 
washtub or onto a piece of timber across an iron tub. 
The pressure could be adjusted and the hand crank 
could be easily removed when not in use. Wing nuts 
allowed the various rollers and pieces of timber to be 
removed if required.  
 

Left – for large households 
or commercial applications 
there was the Bradford’s 
1863 combined washing, 
wringing and mangling 
machine. Several machines 
were patented in 1863 under 
the classification - ‘Washing 
machines having receptacles, 
stationary for washing 
purposes, with agitators 
therein contacting the 
articles being washed’  
 
From the mid 1850s all sorts of inventors put their 
hand to come up with time saving inventions that may 
appeal especially to the feminine ‘customer’ and make 
them some money. Just making jobs easier saw patents 
placed on inventions that cornered a market, but often 
‘copies’ would soon appear.  

 

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 

 
 

PETTICOATS 

 
From the late 1850s and 1860s steel-hooped cage 
crinoline petticoats were proving very dangerous 
especially if a woman wearing one was preparing a 
meal over the customary open fire. Should her dress 
catch on fire, the flames could not be easily smothered 
with a rug or blanket as the dress was too wide and 
allowed the air inside to feed the flames. The hooped 
dresses were worn by women and girls of every social 
standing at the time. The only course was to throw 
basins or buckets of water over the casualty.  
 

The hoops and fire wasn’t the only issue as dresses 
were caught in machinery, horse-drawn carriage 
wheels and doors, during gusts of wind, caught in 
doorways and other obstacles. Even Queen Victoria 
realised there were safety concerns with the fashion 
design.  
 

The fashion was initially 
enormously popular and 
were soon being mass-
produced in huge 
quantities as factories 
were established in 
England and Europe.  
 

The first patent for the 
fine steel-hooped 
structure that held out a 
woman’s skirt was taken 
out in Paris in April 
1856 by Mr. R.C. 
Milliet. Several months 
later his agent patented 
the same product in 

Great Britain but it was to cause fire problems.  
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A newspaper report informed Bathurstians that – “On 
Wednesday evening last 24th April, 1861, at about five 
o’clock, an accident occurred to a girl named Elizabeth 
Ray, aged 12 years, who resides in Seymour Street. It 
appears that while attending to some culinary duties 
her clothes caught fire. Had it not been for the timely 
interference of a neighbour who extinguished the 
flames, the consequence would have been sad indeed. 
She escaped, however, with some slight burns and will 
be all right in a few days!” 
 

About eight years later Mary Dawson suffered the 
same fate when her dress caught on fire. She was 
residing with her parents at Kelso where she was 
severely burnt. Mary died from her injuries on 2nd 
July.  
 

The demise of the hooped skirt didn’t necessarily stop 
women being burnt. In mid July 1891 - on Friday night 
last a fatal accident occurred at Glanmire, on the estate 
of Hon. E. Combes, M.L.C., by which a young 
woman, daughter of Mr. William Dennis, aged about 
15 years, lost her life. 
 

It appears that the girl - Maud Constance Dennis - was 
standing before the fire, just prior to retiring for the 
night, when the back of her dress ignited. The poor girl 
did her utmost to extinguish the flames with her hands, 
but failed, and the other children in the room were 
unable to render any assistance. She rushed into an 
adjoining compartment in search of something to 
enwrap herself in, but not being able to discover 
anything for the purpose she lost her presence of mind 
and then ran screaming along a passage into the yard. 
Mr. Dennis, hearing the screams, at once ran forward, 
first seizing a blanket to smother the flames, but 
meanwhile Mrs. Dennis had rushed from her room and 
clasped the poor girl in her arms, herself sustaining 
severe burns in the endeavor to save her daughter. 
Before the flames could be extinguished, however, the 
daughter had been severely burnt about the back and 
the shock she had sustained had completely prostrated 
her. As soon as news of the occurrence reached them 
Mr. and Miss Combes hastened to Mr. Dennis’ house, 
and the latter rendered valuable assistance in dressing 
the wounds, and seeking to alleviate the pain of the 
sufferer. Meanwhile, Mr. Dennis galloped into 
Bathurst for medical aid and returned with Dr. 
Spencer, who at once ordered the removal of the 
sufferer to the Bathurst Hospital. The poor girl was in 
a state of collapse when brought to the institution, but 
Dr. Pritchard Bassett, who was in waiting to receive 
her, at once pronounced the case hopeless. She 
lingered in a delirious condition for some hours, and 
expired about 3 o’clock on Sunday morning.  
 

The case was at once reported to the Coroner, who 
decided to hold an inquest at the Hospital this 
afternoon. The greatest sympathy is felt for the 
bereaved parents and friends. The funeral is fixed to 
take place this afternoon. 

 

BEAUTIFUL  BATHURST 
 

Over the years Bathurst has adopted slogans to 
promote the city. Promotions by the Bathurst City 
Council and local businesses have taken place since 
the 1880s.  
 

In 1893 Bathurst was being promoted as a ‘health 
resort’ by several hotels including the Royal Hotel.   

 
 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s Bathurst City 
Council had Reg Campbell, a local artist, paint the 
cover for a booklet which promoted the Olympic Way 
and staying in Bathurst. It contained a number of 
photos, attractions to see, self-drive district tours and 
other useful information.  

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

THE  HUMBLE  WHEAT  BAG 
 

When I was a young lad there were a great number of 
wheat bags around, not only on farms but in town. 
Many were only used once due to mice damage whilst 
others were reused one way or another for very 
inventive ideas. The bags were made of Indian jute and 
measured 3 feet long and 22 inches wide. Some ideas - 
 

● Bedding – for bed covers and blankets. 
● As a room divider - as a curtain to give privacy in 
the overcrowded bedrooms. 
● Shoulder bags which were worn over the shoulder to 
carry books and other items.   
● As veranda blinds and would be strung up around 
the house to protect occupants from wind, sun or rain - 
the bags would be split down the sides, opened out and 
then could be sewn together with other bags. 
● As a bush bed with long saplings put through a pair 
of wheat bags with their bottom cut open. Then a bush 
timber frame was constructed to hold up the bed.  
● To cover machinery as a tarpaulins to protect 
tractors, headers, combines, as well as haystacks.  
● As a blanket which was placed under the riding 
saddle on a horse, in place of a flannel saddle blanket. 
● As a Ram’s Apron which was positioned on a ram, 
when the farmer did not want the ewes serviced. 

● Folded in two, sewn up and used as a door mat to 
help keep out the mud.  
● As seat covers on hot metal seats on such equipment 
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as metal ploughs and tractor seats. 
● To line the nest for the chooks to lay their eggs on. 
● Unstitched and opened out before stitching several 
together to make a rug for the home.  
● To put over any frost prone plants or small trees. 
● For the dog’s bed.  
● An ‘A’ frame play tent for the children.  
● Seat padding or cushion. 
● Put over the barbwire fence where individuals would 
step over the fence. 
● To make horse fly veils which were fixed across the 
eyes on the winkers or bridle. Some threads would 
generally be removed so the horse could see. 
● Rubbish bags to go in the shearing shed.  
● ‘Swaggy bag’ which had a leather strap attached. 
The swaggy loaded his belongings in the bag and 
carried it on his shoulder.  
● The wheat bag was modified for use by bagged 
wheat handlers to shield their head and shoulders when 
carrying the heavy bags full of wheat.    
 

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

OPIUM  ON  LOCAL  GOLDFIELDS 
 

The opium poppy has been cultivated for well over 
3,000 years where it was grown in lower Mesopotamia 
by the Sumerians. They called it ‘Hul Gil’ or the ‘joy 
plant.’ It was so effective they soon began to trade it 
with the Assyrians. The Egyptians were soon to learn 

about it as well. The ancient Greek and Roman 
physicians knew of opium as a powerful pain reliever. 
 

Any country who had suitable land began to grow it 
and one could buy it along the Silk Road to China 
where in the mid-1800s it caused the Opium Wars.  

 

Above - A Victorian era brass Chinese opium pipe 
used by the poorer Chinese opium smokers.  
 

The goldfields at Sofala have turned up a good deal of 
evidence of opium being used by the Chinese in the 
1850s and 1860s, and later.  
 

Brass opium tins with Chinese characters on them with 
a pair of small glass bottles with opium inside turn up 
from time to time. The opium is usually in the form of 
a sticky black substance.  
 

Not long after the discovery of gold at Sofala and as 
news of the various finds appeared in the newspapers 
of the day there was a massive influx of migrants in 
search of a quick and substantial find. Amongst the 
arrivals who came in search of gold were men from 
China. Many came from Kwangtung and arrived 
generally in groups of a hundred or less.  
 

The Chinese were soon singled out for their smoking 

of opium and gambling which were listed as just two 
complaints against the Chinese diggers.  
 

As with all diggers the Chinese travelled from 
goldfield to goldfield and within a decade around 
13,000 Chinese were on the goldfields throughout New 

South Wales. The other diggers soon became 
resentful towards the Chinese and were quick to point 
out their distinctive facial features, unusual clothing, 
how they usually spoke various Chinese languages and 
their work ethic. Often the Chinese were the 
scapegoats which in 1853 ended up in a violent anti-
Chinese riot in 1853 on the Turon.  
 

Local newspapers added their criticism against the 
Chinese especially in relation to gambling and how it 
affected Chinese families and their community.  

 
As opium smoking had been part of their way of life 
for most Chinese for several centuries naturally the 
practice continued here on the goldfields. Opium was 
weighed out when purchased on ‘opium scales’ 
(above). With few passtimes to partake in any 
imported opium found a ready and lucrative market 
amongst the oriental diggers. Many were addicted to 
opium even before they sailed to Australia.  
 

The Bathurst Free Press mentions opium smoking, 
opium dens and 
sales of opium 
taking place in 
Bathurst. From the 
middle of the 
1800s more and 

more Europeans took up opium smoking as well which 
was legal in New South Wales up until 1906. Prior to 
becoming illegal it could be bought at druggists, 
chemists and Chinese stores. Often non-Chinese 
people became addicted to opium in its raw form as 
well as from opium based medicines.  

ooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

HAWKERS 
 

Some of us may recall stories our grandmother used to 
tell us about the hawkers, usually Indian, Lebanese, 
and other ethnic backgrounds, who arrived in their 
horse-drawn wagon loaded with materials, 
haberdashery, sewing yarn and all sort of dressmaking 
items. They were popular visitors to farms and 
properties especially, reaching their peak in the late 
1800s. 
 

They were usually younger men who came in from 
their native countries overseas and sold goods usually 
to isolated farms.  
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Above – Solomon Hershan in 1903 in his wagon with 
‘Fancygoods & Drapery’ signwritten on the side. 
 

In Bathurst and Orange they would often buy up sale 
goods or goods from stores going out of business and 
go on to sell the goods to outlying farms in the district.  
 

Many would send money home to India or to their 
home country to support their families.  
 

Mrs Scott recalls that Bathurst had a Chinese hawker 
who came around at least twice a week with his 
vegetable spring cart, complete with a set of scales 
hanging on the timber frame. He had his vegetable 
garden on the flat on the Kelso side of the river. “I 
think we called him ‘Soo’ and he wore a hat made of 
bamboo or river reeds that his wife made him. If I went 
out I would always be given something, an apple, slice 
of watermelon, strawberries, something.”  

 

A hawker standing beside his horse-drawn covered 
wagon. All hawkers needed a hawker’s licence from 
councils.  

ooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo 
 

WHAT’S  OUR  MYSTERY  ITEM 
 

A rare ca 1855 brass personal candle holder with cap 
and chain attached for use when travelling. The holder 
had a piece of candle about 4 inches long.   
 

ooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

● In 1891 Dr. Spencer was pursuing the installation of 
a Town Clock. He had on a number of occasions 
recommended that the State Government should install 

a large clock on one of Bathurst’s public buildings that 
would chime the hours and quarters. He and others 
pointed out that Sydney, Grafton, Goulburn and other 
cities and towns already had been supplied by the 
Government. 
 

● That the first tin opener was invented in 1855, forty 
five years after tin was created. They were selling in 
Bathurst in 1864.  
 

● A ‘Baker’s dozen’ contained thirteen items instead 
of the usual twelve. This dates from the days when the 
Bathurst and other colonial bakers were fined if they 
sold underweight bread. To avoid the danger bakers 
provided a surplus number of loaves, the thirteen loaf 
of the dozen being called the vantage loaf. It was a 
practice commenced in the early 1600s.   
 

● After the First World War sausages were called 
‘bangers’ because they exploded when fried, due to 
their high water content. The sausages contained meat 
scraps, cereal, salt and water and sizzled and spluttered 
when cooked giving off sounds like a small explosion.   
 

● William Stafford, of the firm of Stafford and 
Tarrant, drapers of Bathurst, absconded from that town 
within the last few days in early October 1873, with, it 
was reported, between £600 and £700. He was 
supposed to have left Newcastle for San Francisco on 
Wednesday last. The estate has been sequestrated. 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au  

Facebook link: 

https://www.facebook.com/BathurstHistory 
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletters Editor 
 


