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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Welcome to the Member’s newsletter no 118, I hope 
you enjoy the contents. The musters continue every 
month throughout the year with a wide range of topics. 
Be sure you come along to hear what may interest you.  
 

The garden at Old Government 
Cottage has been blooming with a 
wide range of colourful flowers over 
the summer but the heat knocked 
them around finally. The flowering 
artichokes certainly drew out a few 
camera phones to take an image of 
these unusual vegetables.   
 

The signage at Old Government 
Cottage is currently undergoing a 
dramatic change and we will have 
photos next newsletter.  
 

Our new Panasonic phone system has 
been fully operational for several 
months now. Between being a very 
outdated system and the NBN, with 
all its problems, the new unit should 
last us for several years. The Society’s phone number 
remains 6330 8455.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many members will be pleased to hear that the 
committee have organised a new item of equipment for 
the front desk in the museum. In recognition of the 

community’s movement from cash to card, the Society 
has installed a Westpac Eftpos Terminal. This can be 
used to pay for entry to the museum, purchase books 
from our bookshop, procuring photographic images or 
research and even pay for trips.  
 

Many members would not be aware that 
the Bathurst District Historical Society 
can organise plaques and their mounting 
on the Bathurst Heritage Wall down on 
the Macquarie River bank. So does your 
family have connections with the 
Bathurst District over the past two 
hundred years? Maybe you or someone 
you know are planning a family reunion 
and want to do something different?  
Maybe you would like to acknowledge 
and preserve your ancestors forever? 
 

Then why not consider placing a plaque 
on the Bathurst Heritage Wall in lower 
William Street. Spaces for plaques are 
limited and the number of free spaces is 
getting less. Andrew Fletcher is the 
Society’s Plaques Co-ordinator, so to 

avoid any disappointment you should get an 
application form from the museum or by email and 
contact him.  
 

The Museum is in need of some cleaning and a 
Working Bee has been set down for Monday 8th April. 
If you are able to spare an hour or two from 9am, just 
roll up.    
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

I hope you are all coping with the relentless heat and 
not enough rain, although we will be complaining of 
the cold in a couple of months!  Our volunteers are to 
be congratulated in keeping the museum open most 
days although there were early marks on some severe 
days.  
 

As you may know, the Society was lucky enough to 
secure $100,000 to refurbish the interior of the 
Museum – new carpet, paint, UV film on the windows, 
the removal of the glass partition and more (if we have 
any monies left over!) Bathurst Council will be 
overseeing the works and we envisage the Museum 
being closed for at least two weeks, perhaps four, in 
due course. We are in the process of getting quotes and 
will let you know when the works will commence.  
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This is a very exciting time for the Museum as it hasn’t 
been touched in a number of decades and this work 
will freshen everything up no end.   
 

We have lost some volunteers recently, so if you know 
anyone who might like to volunteer with us either in 
the museum or Old Government Cottage, or if you can 
do an extra shift now and then, please let Samantha or 
Pixie know or Alan for Old Government Cottage. 
 

Samantha 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held now 
at the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

21st February 2019 - (Thursday) Muster – John 
Judge will enlighten us on “The story of Hereford St 
and the crossing of the Macquarie River.”   

 

9th and 10th March – Saturday and Sunday – 
Bathurst Collectables and Arms Fair at Bathurst 
Showground.   
 

17th March – Sunday only - 
Rebellion on the Turon – For 
those interested in Bathurst’s 
gold history and that of the 
Turon River and Sofala then 
make sure you join with the 
residents of the Turon Gold 
Fields, N.S.W. Corp of 
Marines, and Lithgow Living 
History in a day of historical re-
enactments and displays. It 
starts at 10am with the firing of 
the 1820s cannon. The 
Redcoats will be there with 

pistol and sword duels. Ride a Cobb & Co coach, see 
the penny farthings and then visit the 1850s surgeon’s 
tent. Kids be sure you visit the archaeological dig. The 
re-enactment of the “Rebellion on the Turon” with the 

Turon Diggers uprising against the gold licensing fee 
and the march on the Police Barracks will be sprung 
after a fresh corn lunch at 1pm.  
 

You can have a chat with one of several Marines 
marching around on the day. Don’t miss the firing of 
the loud cannonade with plenty of smoke, if you can 
take it at the right second on your camera.   
 

21st March - (Thursday) 
Muster – Jan Page will 
talk on the Carillon - 
“Bathurst’s Singing Tower 
and the people who built 
it.” Jan will give us the 
latest information on this 
100 feet high brick Bathurst War Memorial Carillon 
that was built during the Great Depression. The 
Memorial was quite an achievement for the citizens of 
Bathurst to undertake.  
 

8th April – Monday - Working Bee in the Museum 
to do some cleaning and dusting. If you are able to 
spare an hour or two from 9am, just roll up. Cleaning 
items will be on hand for you to use.    
 

11th April – NOTE NEW DATE - Muster - Wendy 
Woods – “The Reverend William Maitland Woods, 
Anglican clergyman and a military chaplain during 
World War One.” He transferred to the Australian 
Imperial Force in August 1915 and served at Gallipoli 
with the 2nd Brigade, then the 7th Light Horse 
Regiment. After evacuation to Egypt, Woods was 
appointed to the staff of Major General Chauvel’s 
Anzac Mounted Division in July 1916 as Senior 
Chaplain.  
 

Hear how, despite his advancing age, he spent long 
months camped in the desert with the troops as the 
campaign in defence of the Suez Canal unfolded and 
the Sinai Peninsula and Palestine were retaken. 
 

He was an enthusiastic amateur archaeologist and 
collector of coins, relics, and most significantly, the 
Shellal Mosaic which was shipped back to Australia.  

 

27th April – Saturday 2pm until 3pm - “Gossip 
from the Bathurst Settlement 1815-1840” with Dr 
Robin McLachlan. This is a BDHS Autumn Colours 
Heritage Festival event. Come and join Dr Robin 
McLachlan on a gentle stroll through the settlement to 
hear tales about the men and women who once lived 
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there.  You will meet the settlement’s 
first mother, the gaoled convict who 
claimed discovery of the Inland Sea, 
the surgeon’s wife (with a shopping 
challenge) and many more, all with 
stories to tell.  No buildings remain 
(perhaps one building - and therein 
lies a story) to be seen from their 
time, but with a little imagination 
their voices can still be heard.  
 

The tour will begin in front of the 
Bathurst City Community Club on 
William Street and will involve a short walk down 
William Street to the Proclamation Cairn. There is no 
charge and children are welcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16th May - Muster - John Judge - “The Sale yards 
of Bathurst.”  The siting of a public cattle market in 
Bathurst was not a straightforward matter. While the 
Borough Council worked through five sites until 
ending up on the Vale Road, the private markets 
enjoyed a selling monopoly until 1889.  Let’s see why 
it took so long. 
 

20th June – Muster – Graham Priddle - 
“Workhorse Steam Locomotives for 70 Years – 
Especially in Bathurst” The respect shown for these 
steam engines is considerable, as they worked all 
around NSW, in all weathers and at all hours, to bring 
to Sydney all the wool, wheat, coal and livestock for 
the city population and for export. Bathurst depot was 
a major centre for the engines, having up to 50 of them 
based here at most times during the 70 years they were 
working.  

 

The associated enginemen, fitters, fettlers, guards and 
signalmen meant that the title of “Bathurst, a railway 

town”, was very true. Graham will show us, with 
photos taken at the time, how these engines 
contributed to the history of Bathurst. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

TWILIGHT  PICNIC  AT  ALLOWAY  BANK 
 
 

 

View towards Bathurst from ‘Alloway Bank’. Those 
who attended the annual Twilight Picnic at ‘Alloway 

Bank’ on Sunday 3rd February had a very successful 
picnic. A good crowd of members and invited friends 
rolled up from 4.30pm with our genial hosts Tracey 
Read and Russell Shepherd, who imparted some 
absorbing information. The home was built on a land 
grant that went all the way down to the Macquarie 
River. The grant was made by Governor Brisbane in 
1822.  

 

Almost everybody brought their baskets of goodies 
and enjoyed a picnic tea, many sitting under the very 
spacious veranda. The weather proved very pleasant 

and not hot as we had expected proving to be a great 
late afternoon setting.  Everyone enjoyed the afternoon 
some not departing till around 8.00pm 
 

The ornate lacework 
holding up the verandas 
was made here in Bathurst 
by George Fish. See photo 
left. George Fish opened 
his iron foundry on the 
corner of Bentinck and 
Russell Street during 1860. 
George sailed from 
England to Australia 
arriving on the ‘Zemindar’ 
on the 23rd August, 1857. 
His works supplied items 

from his foundry to Cobb and Co, local Bathurst 



 4 
homes as well as H.V. McKay for his harvesters all the 
way to Melbourne. George died in 1901.  
 

Born in Cutcombe in the County of Somerset he learnt 
the trade before coming to Bathurst. His engineering 
and blacksmithing made various parts for Cobb & Co 
Coaches. George also manufactured a varied range of 
implements including the Fish Plough. By 1899, he 
employed upwards of 125 employees in his foundry 
and blacksmith operations. 

 

The grand old mansion Alloway Bank was built in 
1827 by Captain John Piper, earlier an Army Officer, 
public servant, landowner and magistrate. He had 
received a commission as ensign in the newly formed 
New South Wales Corps in April 1791 and then sailed 
in the ‘Pitt’, arriving in Sydney in February 1792. He 
later resigned from the Army.  
 

In 1813 he was appointed Naval Officer in Sydney and 
took the job up on his arrival back from England in 
February 1814. He was responsible for collecting 
customs duties, excise on spirits and harbour dues, as 
well as the control of lighthouses. Two years later he 
married Mary Ann Shears with the couple having 
eleven sons. Piper was a close friend of Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie, who in 1819 made him a 
magistrate. Piper acquired more land and built two 
homes in Sydney.  
 

In 1826 Captain Piper sold his Sydney mansion, 
‘Henrietta Villa’, and moved his large family to 
Bathurst. Piper commenced work on the Alloway Bank 
home in 1827. It was constructed on a land grant made 
by Governor Brisbane in 1822, part of Piper’s 2000 
acres eventually at Bathurst.  
 

The drought in 1838 saw him mortgage the Bathurst 
property and later forced to sell it for only a few 
hundred pounds due to the depression. The family 
moved to Westbourne, on 500-acres, beside the 
Macquarie River. It was here John Piper passed away 
on 8th June, 1851, with his wife living there until she 
died twenty years later. 
 

The Alloway Bank home was later re-built in the mid 
1870s and has 26 rooms including a formal dining 
room, a casual dining room, a library, a drawing room, 
sunroom and cellar. The 1820s stable complex once 
contained a tack room and fourteen brick-cobbled 

stalls with cedar hay racks and a stallion room. 
 

We would like to specifically thank our own Marion 
Perry and Jenni Brackenreg for helping set up the 
afternoon tea and to Bill and Colleen Davis for helping 
with the packing up. For those who didn’t come you 
missed out on a special event. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

HOWARD’S  BRIDGE 
 

The destruction of ‘Howard’s Bridge’ over 
Wimburndale Rivulet came as a shock to local 
residents when it was destroyed in a storm on Friday 
11th January, 2019. 

 

This timber bridge has a good deal of historical 

significance to Bathurst. The bridge was constructed 
by Mr. James Charles Howard, better known as 
‘Charlie’. He was the foreman for the bridge 
construction which was built in the late 1950’s prior to 
his retirement from the Turon Shire Council. Hence 
the name ‘Howards Bridge’ with the name being 
unchanged for the new bridge when it is constructed.  
 

On 27th January, Bathurst’s Mayor Graeme Hanger 
announced that Bathurst Regional Council had ordered 
a single lane temporary bridge and it was hoped to be 
installed within 8 weeks. A single lane timber bridge 
will be installed using the existing bridge abutments 
and piers. This temporary bridge will be able to cater 
for cars and for any school bus and a standard semi-
trailer loaded with 42.5 tonne load.   
 

Although the loss of the bridge maybe effects less than 
1% of the Bathurst and district population the loss 
meant a long drive around another route to get home or 
go to town, not to mention if there was a fire or 
horrific accident as emergency vehicles would take far 
too long to get there to be effective. A bushfire would 
be out of control if trucks had to go the long way.  
 

The bridge wasn’t just used by the locals but also a 
good number of tourists, especially in the warmer 
months.   
 

Once funding has been worked out a new bridge will 
be constructed and retain the name ‘Howard’s Bridge. 
Photo of the site where the bridge once was is thanks 
to Greg Ingersole.   

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
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FROM  THE  PAST! 

 

The Bathurst Post newspaper in mid-August 1919 had 
a section on “Hot Water and Health.” It went on “a 
good old friend informed us that the late Dr. Machattie 
had told him many years ago, that if he would drink a 
cup of hot water every morning, when he gets up, that 
he would seldom have any troubles from pains. In 

short that he would 
preserve his health.” 
 

“We remember, some 
seven years ago, we tried 
it once only. When we 
tasted the water it was too 
hot, so left it for a time. 
Then found we could 
swallow it straight off. An 
hour later, had a grand 
breakfast and a few 
minutes later we parted 
company. We never tried 
hot water again until 1st 
August, and we took good 
care it was so hot that we 
could only sip it. The 
result has been most 
satisfactory. If you have 
rheumatism, put a couple 
of packets of Epsom Salts 
into a pint glass and pour 
hot water on it and stir. 
When dissolved, add 
sufficient cold water to 
fill a wine bottle with it. 
Take from it one to two 
tablespoonsful of this in 
the hot water. A glass will 
stand it, if the Epsom 
salts water be put in first, 

then fill up with the hot water.” Others at the time 
recommended using Eno’s Fruit Salts as another 
choice.   
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MYSTERY  OBJECT 
DO  YOU  KNOW  WHAT  THIS  IS? 

 

Our mystery item this issue was once purchased in the 
tens of thousands in Australia, an almost essential item 
for some.  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

HOME-MADE  SOAP 
 

I recall watching my grandma, Alice McRae, making 
her own soap in the late 1950s. Grandma would not 
use the soap she had just made, storing it in the laundry 
for a few months. It had to ‘age’ she said.  

 

Above – A dehydrated piece of my Grandma’s home-
made soap that exists today, now over 60 years old. 
Her soap was always a golden colour from memory 
and it gave a good lather. Grandma lived in Port 
Macquarie overlooking Oxley Beach. We would visit 
at Christmas and Easter.  
 

I don’t recall any exact ingredients other than she had 
jute wheat bags of ashes and lumps of fat (tallow). 
Grandma would accumulate a plentiful amount of 
wood ashes from her neighbour, Fred Staples, who 
owned the put-put timber boat hire shed out on the 
Hastings River in the 1950s and 1960s.   
 

Grandma McRae had her butcher save large lumps of 
bullock or mutton fat. Though it had been trimmed she 
would trim off any bits of missed remaining meat. The 
butcher knew not to give her any old fat that had gone 
smelly or rancid as this gave the soap a bad smell. 
Grandma boiled up the fat in a large black pot with a 
handle. The greasy mixture was stirred with a long 
wooden paddle, which when unused was hung on the 
wall in the laundry.   
 

This process was done outside on the fire grate for 
most of the day until the fat had fully melted. Extra 
water was added as it boiled away. Then the pot was 
removed and left overnight to cool. Next morning the 
clean fat had solidified on top of the water.     
 

I know that Grandma said it wouldn’t be ready till it 
turned thick and foamy, though I expected it to happen 
quickly and it had to have been hours.  Salt was added 
at some stage to ‘harden’ it. 
 

To make her soap smell better Grandma added some 
‘scent’ with lavender or frangipani, both growing in 
her garden. As I found out from her recipe book she 
also used caraway seed oil. I know she tried putting 
coconut meat in part of the mix but I didn’t get any of 
that as a present.  The soap was put in moulds but I 
can’t remember if they were made of metal or wood. 
They were left until the soap mixture cooled off and 
hardened.  
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Some early Scottish families transported soap out to 
the Southern colonies in hooped wooden barrels. It 
was in what was called a firkin barrel which held 
around nine gallons of soap. I wonder if there were any 
of these barrels on board the ‘Aerd van Nes’, a Dutch 
vessel of 582 tons, under Captain Carjens. My Great 
Grandmother Ellen departed from the port of 
Liverpool on 3rd November, 1853, on this sailing ship 
with her parents. 

ooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

NOTORIOUS HORSE-STEALERS APPREHENDED 
 

In January 1835 newspapers reported the apprehension 
of Mat Beattie and M’Leanard, alias “Tantragee,” two 
notorious horse-stealers, that enlivened the settlers in 
the Bathurst district from infinite apprehension. These 
worthies had pursued a singular course of plunder, 
during a period of more than two years, that of 
temporarily possessing themselves of the best horses to 
be found, riding them from station to station, and from 
one part of the country to another, till the animals were 
exhausted, when they were turned loose, and fresh 
ones taken.  
 

The rewards offered by the Association, which filled 
the columns of the Sydney journals from week to 
week, generally arose out of the operations of Messrs. 
Beattie and Tantragee, and many was the weary mile 
travelled by mounted police and constables, upon 
information, generally false, after them. Beattie 
originally ran from the government establishment, at 
Parramatta, and came to Bathurst, where he employed 
himself as a free man. After some time, his real 
condition being discovered, he became a regular 
bushranger and all efforts to apprehend him were 
unavailing, through the succour and support afforded 
him at the stock stations generally. His companion 
having taken a trip to Sydney was soon laid hold of, 
and they are once more in company, within the walls 
of the Bathurst prison, under progress of examination. 
 

Another apprehension of some importance has taken 
place, during the last week, by which the ends of 
justice will be materially forwarded. Two brothers, 
named Mulcahy, residing in the local neighbourhood, 
were recently committed to take their trial for cattle 
stealing. On their way to Sydney, one of the brothers 
escaped, and for his apprehension the colonial 
government offered a handsome reward of £50. In 
addition to a conditional pardon, should the captor be a 
prisoner of the Crown. He was at length discovered by 
a ticket-of-leave man, named George Luck, who had 
tracked him through the mountain ranges to an almost 
inaccessible ravine, and after a long contest was 
apprehended and safely lodged in Gaol.  
 

A Coroner’s Inquest was held on Wednesday last, at 
Coombing Park, the estate of Thomas Icely, Esq., on 
the body of John Howe, sheep overseer to that 
gentlemen.  Howe came to his death in a drinking fray, 
wherein he received a mortal wound with a knife, 

inflicted on him by a Government servant of the 
establishment, named Thomas Cherry, who was 
committed to take his trial for the offence and 
immediately forwarded to Sydney. 
 

ooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

STORMY  WEATHER 
 
As we are all aware we have been experiencing some 
severe weather lately. Well, it’s not new as the 
Bathurst Free Press recorded on 10th November, 1849.    
 

Hail. Storm. — On Tuesday last, the town and 
neighborhood of Bathurst was visited by a hail storm, 
accompanied with thunder and lightning, of more than 
ordinary severity. It commenced about noon, and 
under the influence of a strong westerly wind, did 
considerable damage. Such at one period was its 
violence, as to destroy or endanger every window 
opposed to it.  The effect upon the glass was somewhat 
similar to the discharge of a volley of musketry, and 
indeed, our own establishment come in for its full 
share of the mischief. One way and another, the 
circumstance must have afforded a fine harvest to the 
glaziers, tending to verify the old adage, ‘It's an ill 
wind that blows nobody any good.’ We have just been 
shown some circular pieces of glass forced from the 
windows of particular dwellings, as clean as if cut with 
a diamond.  
 

The late Flood. — During the heavy rains of last week, 
much inconvenience was experienced, owing to the 
want of a bridge over the creek. In many instances, 
people had to go more than a mile round, in order to 
avail themselves of the one erected by. Mr. Gray. As in 
the present unsettled state of the weather, we cannot 
tell one day from another but what we may be again 
visited in a similar manner, it would be highly 
commendable in Mr., Blundell (the present bridge 
contractor) to provide some temporary accommodation 
for the public. The expense would be but trifling, and 
we could then afford to wait with less impatience the 
completion of a permanent structure.  
 

Escape from Drowning - On Saturday last, as Mr. 
William Croft, bread and pastry baker, of William 
Street, was attempting to ford the Macquarie in his 
bread cart, the horse, owing to the swollen state of the 
river, and consequent impetuosity of the torrent, was 
washed off his feet into deep water. At the same 
moment a young lad by whom Mr. Croft was 
accompanied, was also thrown from his seat, and 
precipitated into the roaring torrent. His master being, 
fortunately for both parties, an excellent swimmer, 
immediately followed, and by dint of almost incredible 
exertions, succeeded in conveying him to land. In the 
meantime, the poor horse, foiled in every effort by the 
weight of the vehicle, must inevitably have perished, 
but for the prompt and resolute assistance afforded by 
the neighbors. The escape of Mr. Croft, who so 
generously risked his life for the preservation of the 
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boy's, must be looked upon as next to miraculous. He 
had to dive two or three times in search of the poor 
child, who, on being caught, clung to him with an 
instinct which, however natural, was under the 
circumstances, particularly embarrassing., -When 
brought to shore, the boy was totally insensible, but by 
the application of the proper remedies, was speedily 
recovered.  

ooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

BATHURST  RETAIL  WOMEN 
 

Basketball became very popular after World War Two 
in Bathurst with local young ladies playing 
competitions on the courts at Carrington Park in the 
winter months of 1948. There were still some rationing 
in place by the Commonwealth Government at this 
time. This article gives an insight into the life of a 
young lady and retailing at the time.    
 

Photo right - Gloria 
Jackson (left and with 
the whistle) and Valerie 
Spearpoint in their 
Western Stores 
Women’s Basketball 
uniforms.   
 

Gloria Jackson was at 
Bathurst High School 
whilst the war was 
going on and decided to 
apply for a ‘Christmas 
job’ working for The Western Stores & Edgley’s P/L 
in mid November 1944.  Although she was under age 
she cribbed a bit saying that she was 15 when in fact 
she was only 14. Another problem was that Gloria was 
expected to start work two weeks before the end of the 
school term as the casual jobs were for 6 weeks 
fulltime up to Christmas.  Despite getting into some 
trouble at school the job set Gloria in good stead to 
later getting jobs at Christmas with Western Stores.   
 

Her first job was in the Ironmongery Department 
(unfortunately we use the American term Hardware 
today). Gloria thought it odd, a girl in this department 
that was usually the men’s domain.  As it turned out 
her first job was to sell chamber pots from a big stack 
of grey speckled enamel chamber pots, in five sizes 
from large to very small, on display on a bin in the 
middle of the department.  Due to World War Two 
there had been a great shortage of these 
‘unmentionable’ items and this was the first shipment 
to arrive in Bathurst for a very long time.   
 

As it turned out the ladies of Bathurst preferred that 
another female make the sale and each sale had to be 
‘wrapped’, of course, in brown paper and then tied 
with string, the latter being broken by twisting it 
around one’s finger. Breaking string was the dread of 
every junior until the technique was mastered after 
suffering some sore fingers. Gloria says she learnt a lot 
about the products in the department that first year – 

from nails to bolts, ‘S’ bends to hinges. There were 
dockets to write and with no cash registers at the time 
all dockets and cash went into a cylinder and up into 
the vacuum system to the cash desk upstairs.  Any 
change came back the same way.     
 

Gloria recalls that she was earning 18/9 per week, 
eighteen shillings and ninepence, less than $2 per week 
nowadays and she felt like a wealthy person at the 
time. The manager was Mr. E.C. Murray. The 
following Christmas saw Gloria in the Confectionery, 
Tobacco and Stationery Department and the war was 
over, though there was little tobacco as all was still in 
short supply.   
 

It was 1947 before Gloria left Bathurst High School 
and she was still very interested in sports.  Many local 
stores and banks encouraged their staff to form teams 
and play sports of an evening or weekend.  Gloria’s 

favourite sports were 
Women’s Basketball (now 
netball) which was played 
in the winter months and 
tennis in the warmer 
summer months. Initially 
she was very disappointed 
to find the only winter 
sport for girls in Bathurst 
was hockey.   
 

The Small Arms Factory 
on the Blayney Road was 

a subsidiary of the Lithgow Small Arms Factory. 
During the Second World War was taken over as a 
fashion clothing factory and was known as California 
Productions. Management of California Productions 
allowed the local girls to mark out a field for the 
basketball matches in their car park area located 
outside the factory fence as there were no proper 
courts at this time.  
 

Invariably boyfriends were pulled in to help do the 
work and be on hand to support the girls. Gloria says 
“one worked at Hopper’s Timberyard, he got the posts 
for us, others worked at the Railway Workshops and 
they made the metal rings for the posts and we raised 
money and bought a basketball.”  Gloria approached 
girls she knew at Western Stores and soon had a team 
there – from memory Jacquin O’Brien, Shirley Ward, 
Joy Simpson, Olive Eldridge and others.  
 

By the time Gloria married in October 1954 (becoming 
Mrs. Gloria Gilmore) Bathurst had 33 teams playing in 
three grades with qualified umpires.  
 

ooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

MYSTERY  OBJECT  ANSWER 
 

Our mystery item this issue is a set of Avery sovereign 
and half sovereign balance scales from the Victorian 
era. These were once purchased in the tens of 
thousands in Australia, an almost essential item for 
some. They usually came in a timber or cardboard box 
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which opened in half, though later tin boxes were used 
as well.  
 

Most models measured around 9.5cm long though 
there was no official length. The scales were composed 
of an arm with a counterweight on one end that was 
balanced on a base. Most weights had an image of a 
‘crown’ stamped into or etched on the counterweight 
end. Often the word ‘warranted’ was etched onto one 
or both of the circles where the gold coins sat on the 
platter. If the gold coins are of sufficient weight they 
should balance the scales, rocking up and down. They 
were used by banks, shopkeepers, merchants, traders, 
miners, in fact anyone who handled gold coins.    
 

Avery’s history commenced in 1730 when they rented 
a small Birmingham workroom fabricating beam 
balances and steelyards. It was however 1813 before 
the name W & T Avery appears on scales. The then 
owner Joseph Balden gave the business to his cousin, 
William Avery. He was soon joined by his brother 
Thomas Avery. By 1822 they were prospering at 
Digbeth turning out Scale beams but unfortunately 
Thomas died the following year. By the mid 1850s 
they had a new factory built at West Bromwich to 
allow them to sell scales and balances world-wide.  
 

ooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

 

 
Does your family have connections with the 
Bathurst District?  Are you planning a family 
reunion and want to do something different?  Do 
you want to acknowledge and preserve your 
ancestors forever? 
 

Then why not consider placing a plaque on the 
Bathurst Heritage Wall in lower William Street? 
 

Spaces for plaques are limited and the number of 
free spaces is getting less. 
 

To avoid disappointment, get an application from 
the museum and contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Fletcher - Plaques Co-ordinator  
      

 
DID YOU KNOW?  
● During the First World War (1914-18) Bathurst held 
regular fundraising days in King’s Parade. One such 

occasion was War Chest Day which was held each 
year, the final one taking place on 30th November, 
1918, just after the Great War had ended.  War Chest 
Day and its various fund raising activities came under 
the authority of the Department of Repatriation. 
Bathurst residents donated such items as cakes, 
preserves, jams and sauces, fruit, eggs, vegetables, 
dressed poultry and white elephant goods, all goods 
being sold from temporary tents on the day. 
 

● In 1852 the Methodist Church in William Street 
demolished their first Mission House (that housed the 
Methodist Minister and his family) and rebuilt another 
at a cost of £800. In 1897 Dr. John Moore applied to 
rent the single storey Mission House from the 
Methodist Church. His request was granted and later, 
after receiving approval, added a second storey and 
surrounding veranda in 1900 at his own cost. The 
building is on the corner of Keppel and William Street 
and is today known as the Brookmoore Centre.   
 

● The local Bathurst Fire Brigade didn’t always need 
their fire engine. On 1st February, 1927, the front of 
the premises of Gornall’s Coachbuilding Works at 126 
Russell Street caught on fire. Although the fire was 
phoned in to the Bathurst Fire Brigade just around the 
corner in William Street in those days, the firemen 
actually arrived on foot with water buckets. Some 
locals also rushed to the scene and they were able to 
get the fire under control using buckets of water.   
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
Credit cards accepted.  
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
   Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as membership 
application forms, are available at the front desk during 
opening hours.  

 
Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


