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      Price $3.00              Free to Members of the Society  

 

FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

We have reached another year – 2019 with new 
expectations, so let this New Year be one for you 
where all your dreams come alive with a delightful 
heart to put a start to this year. So wishing you a 
happy, prosperous New Year ahead as we move 
forward with another year of talks, outings, activities 
and above all – history.  
 

Please encourage anyone who you might think would 
be interested in becoming a member of the Bathurst 
District Historical Society to learn more about the 
fascinating history that surrounds Bathurst and district. 
If so we can organise to send them a ‘New Member’s 
Form’ if you let us know.   
 

I think a number of our members are unaware that 
every month an advertisement appears in the Western 
Advocate promoting one of the books that our 
Museum Shop sells. All books on our shelves must 
pertain to have some, or all of its content associated 
with Bathurst and district. The society can have over 
50 titles in stock which are well laid out and easy to 
see. We try to obtain new books as they become 
available. A typical advert (right) shows the book’s 
cover and the price. Keep local historical books in 
mind for gifts or birthday presents. Have you visited 
the Museum bookshop lately to see the newest 
editions?  
 

It was another good 
crowd who attended 
Andrew Fletcher’s 
muster talk on 18th 
October last year. 
Andrew had carried out 
a good deal of research 
on Bathurst’s war effort 
and how we were 
involved in so many 
important battles during 
the Great War. He also 
pointed out many facts 
from those disruptive 
times that effected 
many families in 

Bathurst and surrounding suburbs.   
 

For the “On This Day 1918” series that was broadcast 
on Stereo 2BS from Monday 24th September to 16th 
November last year which concentrated on what was 
happening in Bathurst recorded in the newspapers, 

diaries, letters etc., at the end of World War One in 
1918. I supplied the research on behalf of the Bathurst 
District Historical Society for the 55 days it was on. 
Phil Cole, Station Manager of 2BS, said that they 
received many favourable comments about the project 
as well.  
 

Peter Harrison, an announcer at 2BS, read out the 
happenings each day that were taking place a hundred 
years ago in our city. He did a very capable and 
excellent job.   

 

I note also that they 
officially moved to the 
FM band on Thursday 
13th December, 2018, so 
are now known as 2BS 
95.1 FM - Local 
Voices…..    
 

We are still on the 
lookout for people to 
volunteer to open Old 
Government Cottage 
every 3 months or so. It 
involves a Sunday 
afternoon from 12 noon 
to 4pm. For more 
information phone me on 
63315404.  

 

Remember that on 
Sunday 3rd 
February, our 
annual Twilight 
Picnic will take 
place from 4.30pm 
with hosts Tracey 
Read and Russell 
Shepherd of 
‘Alloway Bank’. The address is 346 Eleven Mile 
Drive, Eglinton, to see the grand old mansion which 
was built in 1827 by Captain John Piper, earlier a 
Naval Officer and formerly of Sydney.   
 

The first muster (guest speakers) for the year will take 
place on Thursday 21st February where John Judge 
will inform us on his research into the story of 
Hereford Street and the falls – the crossing of the river 
that was named after Governor Macquarie by George 
Evans. The following month on 21st March we have 
Jan Page talking on the Carillon which took so long to 
decide what type of memorial that Bathurstians would 
need and raise money to erect. It is now part of King’s 
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Parade and has recently been updated with some new 
bells. Remember, our musters are held in the Uniting 
Church Activities Hall (between the church and the 
1837 Hall) in William Street. One normally parks 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. Do bring a friend.   

 

Apricots are always a favourite of 
many people and have been 
preserved for many decades from 
the early 1800s. Later commercial 
canning of apricots took place as 
can be seen from the 1920s (left).  
 

Earlier last year I spoke to Karen 
Casey who approached me 
concerning the possible grafting of 
our famous ‘Cunningham’ apricot 

tree at Old Government Cottage. She was interested in 
doing grafts from stock obtained in Tasmania so they 
would be used to the cold. We had some members 
interested in obtaining one of the apricot trees so 
Karen set about the project with her green fingers.    
 

Karen had success and was able to grow several with 
three apricots trees, so far, being sold for $35 each, 
with the Society profiting from the project. The trees 
have been collected and I’d like to thank Karen for her 
idea and energy. More trees available later this year. 
 

Some members may not be 
aware that the Society 
launched our own Facebook 
site late last year. So if you 
are on Facebook be sure to 
visit our page.  
 

Some statistics concerning 
the Bathurst Historical 
Museum & Bookshop FaceBook page may be of 
interest. Statistics are…  
 

• Posts on the page reached 1990 people 
• 628 people engaged with a post 

• 175 people follow the page 
 

Can you please share the page with your friends and 
contacts, and also email your contacts with the internet 
address, asking them to LIKE the page with our new 
link being https://www.facebook.com/BathurstHistory 

 

On Sunday 2nd December last year we had Darren 
Treanor from Queensland and his mum and dad from 
Victoria give a special talk in the Museum. Darren 
spoke on “Bathurst’s Pioneer Educators: Charles and 
Margaret Treanor - 1848-1858.” Afterwards there was 
a special afternoon tea. The Treanor family built the 
Grand Hotel in Bathurst before Federation. The hotel 
was demolished during World War Two to make way 
for the current Knickerbocker Hotel.    
 

The photo above shows Alan McRae, Vice President 
of the Bathurst District Historical Society, Darren 
Treanor, his father Geoffrey Treanor and Mary 
Fletcher, Photographic Curator, of the Bathurst District 
Historical Society.   
 

Above – Life Member, past Committee member and 
researcher Dr. Rob McLachlan was honoured to cut 
the Christmas cake that had been made by Kerry 
McRae. Rob is now retired and doing projects he 
wants to do and one assumes there are plenty. Enjoy 
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your retirement Rob. See a full report further on in the 
newsletter, along with who received Life Membership. 
This newsletter will be slightly larger than normal due 
to the volume of material and extra events that have 
happened.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

What a year 2018 has been!    
 

In January we had Museum Selfie Day which was a 
huge success with over 100 people through the 
Museum – sadly it was free entry so we didn’t make a 
lot of money out of the day!  The whole day, run by 
Council, was a great success and hundreds of people 
visited five museums, including ours. The Twilight 
Picnic had to be postponed a couple of times due to 
very inclement weather, but once it finally happened, it 
was a lovely evening.  It’s great to see inside some of 
the historic houses and gardens in our lovely city. 

 

March saw the dedication of the plaque celebrating 
Bathurst’s nurses in the Great War and the opening of 
the related exhibition in the Museum, another small 
exhibition opened in April dedicated to the Carillon, 
and one of our wedding dresses went to Parramatta for 
a National Trust exhibition.   

 
 

May, of course is always a busy month – Proclamation 
Day, Heritage Trades Trail which was another huge 
success, but the best thing was the Getting Hitched 
exhibition of the Society’s collection of wedding 
dresses at BMEC.  Thousands of people came through 
the display and everybody loved it! 

In November we put on the Armistice Day Display in 
Walshaw Hall – a great exhibition with over 1,000 
people through to look at Alan McRae’s excellent 
curation of photographs, objects and memorabilia. 
 

Every day and every week bought something new to 
the Museum and the Society.  School groups, musters, 
conferences and meetings, good news and bad – there 
is always something happening!  A number of working 
bees took place to tidy up the Museum and courtyard 
and the Woodies measured up for some more shelving 
for the Archives. The Museum got a new phone 
system, and the roof repaired, there were new 
volunteers, and sadly we lost some members. 
 

We were lucky enough to get some grant funding. One 
very welcome State Government grant will see the 
Museum completely redecorated early this year.  We 
applied for and got $100,000 for new paint, carpet and 
a raft of other improvements.  We also got some 
funding to digitise our larger photographs.  Volunteers 
have been working at digitising the photographic 
collection for some time now, but we don’t have the 
capacity to do anything larger than A4.  

 

This funding meant that the large photographs and 
illuminated addresses such as the example above for  
Lieutenant Colonel Alfred William Paul who went to 
the Sudan War in 1885 have now been professionally 
photographed. The originals can go into storage which 
will extend the life of the object, and the images can be 
accessed for reproduction and research. 
 

Paul Toole, M.P., Member for Bathurst and New South 
Wales Minister for Lands and Forestry and the 
Minister for Racing in the Berejiklian government was 
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on hand to present the cheque to the Society along with 
Cr. Bobbie Bourke, deputy mayor of Bathurst 
Regional Council. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a very big 
and heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributes, in 
any capacity, to the Museum, Old Government Cottage 
and the Society.  I wish I could thank you all in person 
but there are just too many!  Of the many Society 
volunteers, the Front Desk sitters are vital. Without 
this hardworking and dedicated team, the Museum 
simply wouldn’t open. But there are many, many 
more, just as important and just as vital who give up 
their time to keep the Museum and the Society afloat 
and whose contribution is very much appreciated. The 
Committee, too, deserve my thanks for their support 
during the year. We, as a Committee, on your behalf 
have achieved a lot in the last 12 months and the next 
12 months will be just as busy! 
 

So, to everyone, thank you very much for your 
continuing and unfailing support, advice, help and 
good humour and I hope we can do it all again this 
year! 

Samantha 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

CHRISTMAS  PARTY  2018 
 

Our Museum was filled with laughter and Christmas 
spirit for the Society’s annual Christmas Party which 
saw a larger than normal attendance to enjoy all the 
festive goodies.   

 

Above - Diane Coman & Meryl Kohlhoff, just two of 
our volunteers who help keep the museum open six 
days each week enjoyed meeting other members of the 

Society who came along from 5pm to enjoy the 
plentiful supply of Christmas snacks arranged on the 
tables.  

  

Members Caitlin Knight 
and Colleen Davis 
(above) and Martin and 
Judy King (left) came 
along to enjoy the 
company of the many 
others who attended.  
 

Samantha Friend gave 
her report on what had 
taken place throughout 
the year before Mayor 
Graeme Hanger for the 
Bathurst Regional 
Council spoke about the 
Society and their 
wonderful volunteers, 

many who had been volunteering for a number of 
years.   
 

The Mayor then presented Certificates of Appreciation 
to two volunteers who were retiring after many years 
of keeping the museum open. Certificates were 
presented to Ernst Holland and Margaret Stephen 
(below).  

 

Then three new Life Members of the Bathurst District 
Historical Society had their certificates bestowed on 
them by Mayor Graeme Hanger who stated that the 
trio had racked up almost a century of volunteering 
between them. Alec Bedwell was once the curator of 
the Society before the days when the Society had a 
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reasonable museum.  
 

Mary Fletcher has been the Photograph Curator and 
overseeing the digitising of the collection for a good 
number of years. The job can be extremely tedious 
with the vague descriptions and details as to what 
photos people are wanting. Mary is also a current 
committee member. 
 

Alan McRae started researching at the Society in 1982. 
He contributed newsletter articles before taking over 
the job as Member’s Newsletter editor in 2008 and 
starting the Volunteer’s Newsletter in June 2009. With 
four years as President, Vice President for at least six 
years and committee member for maybe twelve plus 
years.   

 

L to R - Mary Fletcher, Mayor Graeme Hanger, Alec 
Bedwell sitting and Alan McRae after receiving their 
Life Membership certificates from our Bathurst City 
Council Mayor. All recipients expressed how 
privileged and honoured they felt to receive the 
recognition.  
 

Thanks to member David Bullock who was our 
barman and served drinks to the gathering.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS 
& ACTIVITIES 

 

VENUE FOR MUSTERS 
 

Monthly Musters are held at the Uniting Church 
Activities Hall (between the church and the 1837 
Hall) in William Street, opposite Machattie Park. 
Musters are open to the public with a 7.30pm start. 
There is a tradition of having supper afterwards 
and people are requested to bring a plate of goodies 
for supper. A donation box will be available if you 
wish to assist with the costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.    
 

3rd February 2019 - (Sunday) - our annual Twilight 
Picnic will take place from 4.30pm with hosts Tracey 
Read and Russell Shepherd of ‘Alloway Bank’. The 

address is 346 Eleven Mile Drive, Eglinton.   
 

The grand old mansion was built in 1827 by Captain 
John Piper, earlier a Naval Officer and formerly of 
Sydney. The grand five bedroom home sits on 27 
acres, the house being built on a land grant made by 
Governor Brisbane in 1822. In 1826 Captain Piper sold 
his mansion, ‘Henrietta Villa’ in Sydney and moved 
his large family to Bathurst. Work commenced in 
Bathurst in 1827.  

 

It was later re-built in the mid 1870s and has 26 rooms 
including a formal dining room, a casual dining room, 
a library, a drawing room, sunroom and cellar. The 
1820’s stable complex once contained a tack room and 
fourteen brick-cobbled stalls with cedar hay racks and 
a stallion room. Hope to see you there.  

 

21st February 2019 - (Thursday) Muster – John 
Judge will enlighten us on “The story of Hereford St 
and that crossing of the Macquarie River.”   
 

21st March - (Thursday) Muster – Jan Page will talk 
on the Carillon - 
“Bathurst’s Singing Tower 
and the people who built 
it.” Jan will give us the 
latest information on this 
100 feet high brick 
Bathurst War Memorial 
Carillon which was built during the Great Depression.  
 

18th April – Muster - Wendy Woods – “The 
Reverend William Maitland Woods - Anglican 
clergyman and a military chaplain during World 
War One.” He transferred to the Australian Imperial 
Force in August 1915 and served at Gallipoli with the 
2nd Brigade, then the 7th Light Horse Regiment. After 
evacuation to Egypt, Woods was appointed to the staff 
of Major General Chauvel’s Anzac Mounted Division 
in July 1916, as Senior Chaplain.  
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Hear how, despite his advancing age, he spent long 
months camped in the desert with the troops, as the 
campaign in defence of the Suez Canal unfolded, and 
the Sinai Peninsula and Palestine were retaken. 

 

He was an enthusiastic amateur archaeologist and 
collector of coins, relics, and most significantly, the 
Shellal Mosaic which was shipped back to Australia.  
 

16th May - Muster - John Judge - “The Sale yards 
of Bathurst.”  The siting of a public cattle market in 
Bathurst was not a straight forward matter. While the 
Borough Council worked through 5 sites until ending 
up on the Vale Road, the private markets enjoyed a 
selling monopoly until 1889.  Let’s see why it took so 
long. 
 

20th June – Muster – Graham Priddle - 
“Workhorse Steam Locomotives for 70 Years – 
Especially in Bathurst” The respect shown for these 
steam engines is considerable, as they worked all 
around NSW, in all weathers and at all hours, to bring 
to Sydney all the wool, wheat, coal and livestock for 
the city population and for export. Bathurst depot was 
a major centre for the engines, having up to 50 of them 
based here at most times during the 70 years they were 
working.  

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

THE  REMEMBRANCE  WEEKEND  
EXHIBITION 2018 - 10  &  11  NOVEMBER  2018 
 

The Remembrance Weekend Exhibition was held over 
10th and 11th November and took a team of volunteers 
to set up and display all the items, as well as keep open 
the Walshaw Hall for the two days. It was the largest 
display of its type ever in Bathurst and marked the end 
of World War One when the Armistice was signed in 
France. The Snapshots of World War One and the 

Wall of Valour photographic exhibition was a 
principle part of the weekend exhibition.     
The weekend was held in conjunction with the 
Bathurst RSL Sub Branch, under president David 
Mills. The Bathurst District Historical Society became 
involved some ten weeks before the weekend. 2018 
marked the 100th anniversary since the Armistice was 
signed to end the First World War. 
 

The idea of the weekend was to recreate the ambience 
of that day in 1918 which was a solemn one. There 
was also a deep sense of bereavement and loss as well 
as immense gratitude. Remembrance Day marks the 

end of conflict in 
World War One 
when Australians 
stop for a minute or 
so to reflect on the 
service and sacrifice 
that has taken place 
throughout our 
armed forces’ 
history by our 
military personal.  
 

The carillon was 
decorated with 
some 5000 hand 
crocheted and 
knitted poppies that 
overflowed down 
each side of the 100 

foot high memorial. Beside the carillon were 400 white 
crosses that were placed in the gardens with the names 
of battles on them.    
 

The Bathurst RSL Sub Branch organised the centenary 
of the Armistice service on Sunday which was very 
poignant and inspiring. The traditional Remembrance 
Day service, with its minute’s silence at 11am, was 

followed by a recital 
at the Carillon.   
 

There were a large 
number of wreaths 
laid on the day with 
Mary Fletcher laying 
her wreath - left.    
 

The Bathurst City & 
RSL Concert Band 
played for the 
service and the 
Macquarie Male 
Singers performed 
the different hymns, 
singing beforehand 
as well as during the 

service.  The Scots School Pipes and Drums were part 
of the programme and performed during the service. A 
new plaque commemorating the centenary was 
unveiled during the service and doves were released. 
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The catafalque party as usual did a superb job with 
great precision. 

The work in setting 
up the Walshaw 
Hall began on 
Friday morning 
about 11am. All 
volunteers who said 
they could assist all 
turned up. Left – 
Donald Stephen 
helping lay out 
displays. Below - 
Jenner Plomley and 
Stuart Pearson 
putting up the photo 
images in their 
special order.  

 

The work in setting up the Walshaw Hall began on 
Friday morning about 11am. All volunteers who said 
they could assist all turned up.   

 

Some 375 mounted photos, which had been previously 
sorted ready to be hung, had to be clipped onto the 
specially designed and manufactured photo racks. All 
the photos had to be matched up with their appropriate 
captions which had already been researched over the 
previous weeks.  
 

Captions not only explained what the particular image 
was all about but gave extra information in an attempt 
to inform our visitors of what these men and women 

from World War One went through. After leaving their 
homes around Bathurst they headed in troopships 

overseas to England for 
further training. Then it 
was on to the Western 
Front in France and 
Belgium, the Middle 
East to Gallipoli, 
Egypt, the Sinai and 
Palestine or 
Mesopotamia, to do 
their piece for a greater 
cause. 
 

Left – Ingrid Pearson 
checking servicemen’s 
photos.  
 

There were two lots of 
captions, one lot giving 
details on the various 
scenes from the Great 
War showing views of 

Bathurst at the time and sights of the battlefields, 
training, hospitalisation, or on leave overseas. The 
servicemen’s information came from copies of their 
original military documents from the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra, family material passed down 
over the years, as well as diaries which can often show 
the agony and feelings as the diggers as they express 
the fierce battles they have been involved in and the 
violence of death. Then there is the exhausting 
conditions, the distressing events and the continuing 
illness that plagued many of the soldiers.  

 

Jan Page, long term volunteer worker (above) in 
support of the completion of Bathurst’s War Memorial 
Carillon, with its 35 bells. The Carillon was 
constructed in the early 1930s during the Great 
Depression and was officially opened in November 
1933. It was paid for by many small donations and 
built as a memorial to the men of Bathurst and District 
who served in World War One.  
 

Though it was hoped that the new set of bells would be 
displayed over the Remembrance Weekend the bells 
did not arrive in time however the brand new set of 
bells were loaded into the Bathurst War Memorial 
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Carillon by crane on 26th November, 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan mounted a photographic display titled “Honouring 
our diggers from WWI – from Flagpole to Carillon” 
which incorporated a large number of the honour rolls.  
Then there were the plaques along with Bathurst’s 
Memorial Drive which was located on the Orange 
Road to out past the cemetery and lined with wattle 
trees. Metal tree guards were put around the wattle 
trees allowing local residents who had their family 
killed overseas to attach a brass plaque (an example is 
seen above) onto the tree guard. Unfortunately 
relatively few of the individual plaques have turned up 
over the years with the Bathurst District Historical 
Society holding five only.  

 

Above - Jenner Plomley and Glenda Simpson holding 
up the large wall poster stating that the ‘Photographic 
and Memorabilia Display was open’, which was placed 
outside beside the front entry door for the Exhibition 
weekend.   
 

Peter Wright at Central Commercial Printers printed 
the caption pages and the extra signs, including the 
wall poster at sponsor’s rates. Harvey Norman 
discounted the printing of all the photographs in the 
Exhibition which was achieved with a number of visits 
by myself over the weeks leading up to the Exhibition. 
Quality printing was our aim to make images as clear 
as possible.  
 

Kevin Webb (next column) displayed his father’s 

World War One collection. William Webb, was 
assigned to the 1st Field Company Engineers and 
given the service number 20910. He enlisted towards 
the end of the war and sailed to England to finish his 
military training in England. He was sent to France 
where he was ultimately wounded and evacuated to 
England before being finally sent home to Australia, 
arriving on 18th September, 1918. 
 

Fortunately during his relatively short service he 
amassed quite a large number of now historic items, 
many of which were displayed in the Walshaw Hall.  
There were items of his issued equipment as well as 
numbers of photographs of himself, when William was 
hospitalised in England, family at home, leave passes, 
letters to and from William, postcards, his various 
badges including his Rising Sun badges and other 
insignia. Incorporated was William’s own homemade 
“housewife” which was made from cotton – it was a 
sewing kit comprising usually of some needles often in 
a needle pack, pieces of cotton thread, a metal or 
Bakelite thimble, a selection of buttons, a needle 
threader and small pair of scissors.  

 
With numerous displays of Great War memorabilia, 
space (above) was paramount but we managed to fit it 
all in. There was certainly a great variety of examples 
of wartime souvenirs and trench art for visitors to see 
and enjoy. It was pleasing to see so many children who 
were brought in by their parents and grandparents. A 
selection of the items that were on display have been 
incorporated into a book I’m producing. Many of the 
items on display are now are over one hundred years 
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old.   

 

Ray Green and Loretta Shaw were on hand over the 
two days to display some of their militaria collection 
from the Great War. Ray is a long-time collector who 
has dedicated much of his life picking up interesting 
and historic items to add to his collection. Ray has a 
great knowledge on most of the wars.    

 

Some displays had information from overseas soldiers 
such as Corporal Horace Beavis, son of then Mayor of 
Bathurst, who wrote to his parents in late June 1915. 
He had been promoted to corporal and had stirring 
tales to tell, which he did with all the boyish 
enthusiasm and abandon which distinguished those 
ANZAC soldiers at the front.                                       

 

He said from the first day they landed he was put in the 
trenches up in the firing lines, where he stayed a week 
without a spell. It was rather strange at first, but he got 
quite used to the bullets, shells and shrapnel flying 
over us all day long. Then whilst not in the forward 

trenches he lived in a dugout in Shrapnel Gully, as 
they called it, on Gallipoli. He could go to the beach 
for a dip because they could not get a wash in the 
trenches. 
 

The public came in in droves at times, some people 
taking all day to view the photos and read the 
information. The display of Trooper Les Moorehead, 
12th Australian Light Horse called “The Queen that 
saved the Trooper” was greatly admired as were all 
displays. Another to draw attention was the Bathurst 
District Historical Society’s “Selected stories of our 
Bathurst Nurses”. There was plenty for the public to 
read and many took the time to peruse it. 

 

Andrew Gee, the Federal Member for Calare, (seen 
above with the curator of the exhibition Alan McRae) 
took time from his busy schedule to visit the 
Remembrance Weekend Exhibition to look over the 
many displays. He commented on all the work that had 
been done by volunteers and congratulated us on the 
size and depth of the exhibition.    
 

In researching World War One numerous stories were 
found revealing various interesting stories related to 
Bathurst servicemen. Volunteers arrived in the tens of 
thousands to defend the Empire for King and Country, 
for others it was really to have an adventure only to 
find out how misguided they were.   
 

One story took place on 9th August, 1918, when six 
Australian infantrymen led by 23 year old Sergeant 
Jack Hayes, a railway engine cleaner from the Bathurst 
Railway Yards, who crossed the Somme River, setting 
off about 6pm, and spent some four hours creeping up 
on German positions. They fired upon the Germans 
with rifles and captured machine guns to eventually 
seize the village of Chipilly and the Chipilly Spur. 
Their resourcefulness facilitated the party to capture 
over 30 German soldiers and an officer which led to 
hundreds more enemy POWs taken. Chipilly Spur ran 
southwards from the Morlancourt Ridge to the Somme 
at Chipilly. Sergeants Andrews and Hayes received the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal and all privates the 
Military Medal for the exploits.  
 

After the war Hayes was amongst a group of five 
returned servicemen who instigated the Anzac Day 
dawn service which has taken place in Martin Place 
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ever since in Sydney. 

 
Paul Toole, Member for Bathurst and the Minister for 
Lands and Forestry and the Minister for Racing, seen 
here with Samantha Friend, President of the Bathurst 
District Historical Society at the Exhibition. Minister 
Toole was full of praise for the Exhibition and very 
complementary to those who had put it all together in 
such a short time.   
 

Family members were continually asking questions or 
relating stories of their family members during World 
War One. One related information of their grandfather 
who told in letters of practicing small craft landings on 
Lemnos. Then one grandson brought me a jam tin 
bomb made by the diggers and used on Gallipoli. The 
jam tins were filled with stones, bits of metal, a stick 
of gelignite (though this bit wasn’t there) and a fuse 
allowing about four seconds to hurl it away. Then 
another family arrived with their treasured medals 
from WWI only to have me tell them they were from 
World War Two.  

 

Another visitor related details of their family member 
killed in France. They stated that many generals could 
not co-ordinate their infantrymen, let alone their 
artillery. Many generals saw no advantage in tanks nor 
aircraft, but the newer officers soon appreciated the 
latter two…. as an essential part of warfare.  
 

Then finally it came time to pack everything up which 
was relatively easy as most who volunteered to help 
set things up were there for the pull out. Many of the 
items each had to be put into their own acid free plastic 
bag along with its caption. Many items were fragile 

and one had to be carefully packed on top of each 
other, whilst being aware that it was breakable or a 
document that needed to be packed flat. Nothing got 
broken and all items were returned to their storage 
place.  
 

It was a most successful World War One Exhibition 
2018.  Lest we Forget.  

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

FAREWELL TO  BARBARA 

 

On Thursday 29th November last, Barbara Bacon 
retired from volunteering with the School Groups that 
come through the Society’s museum with bookings 
made at Bathurst Gold Fields.  Appreciation was made 
to Barbara on that day with a thank you and 
presentation of a bouquet of flowers. 
  

The Society and the volunteers of the school group, led 
by Julie Liddell, all appreciated the work Barbara has 
done over her time and the numbers of children she has 
talked to.  
 

Barbara has also helped out at Old Government 
Cottage for a number of years especially 
during the period when high teas were part 
of the experience. She has been a backstop 
with extra tables and chairs were required.  

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

UNVEILING OF EVANS CAMPSITE 
COMMEMORATIVE  PILLAR AND 

SURVEYORS WALK 
 

Possibly few members will be aware of the 
new George William Evans Campsite 
Commemorative Pillar that was unveiled 
around 10am on Saturday 19th May, last 

year, in the Bicentennial River Park on the western 
bank of the Macquarie River fronting Stanley Street 
and over from Old Government Cottage. 
 

The Pillar was unveiled jointly by the Surveyor 
General, the President Institution of Surveyors of New 
South Wales and the Mayor of Bathurst Regional 
Council. The pillar memorialises the surveyor and 
explorer George William Evans and his field party 
camping beside the Macquarie River at Jordan Creek 
on 9th December, 1813. The actual site is about 300 
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metres to the north of the Pillar. If you haven’t seen the 
new memorial then it is worth a visit over the summer.  
 

 
The ceremony was followed by walking the 
‘Surveyors Walk’. The unveiling was part of a two day 
event which included a seminar, dinner and a tour of 
Spatial Services (what we called the Central Mapping 
Authority decentralised to Bathurst in January 1976). 
The event was organised by the Seniors Group of the 
Institution of Surveyors NSW Inc. 
 

The pillar has information 
about Evans on several 
sides of it as well as on his 
trip to Bathurst, and 
includes a map.  
 

The Surveyors Walk in 
Bathurst gives belated 
acknowledgement of one 
of our important early 
government surveyors 
who, through very difficult 
conditions, measured, 
marked and mapped the 
fledging colony of New 
South Wales, and 

Bathurst. At the time 
Bathurst was declared, a 

survey party was typically made up of six men, six 
bullocks, a dray, pack saddles, a tent, cooking utensils, 
along with three months’ provisions.  
 

The equipment used then was a Circumferentor (a 
compass with two sighting vanes mounted on a single 
or three legs) used to determine Magnetic North and 
angles or bearings, and a Gunter’s Chain which 
consisting 100 links, 201 mm long, joined together to 
measure 20 metres. 

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

 

TONICS  FOR  WOMEN 
 

Advertising to women really began to move after the 
depression as businesses realised the power of 
advertising. Some of the advertisements are quite 
quaint such as the example below from 1934.    

Bathurst chemists sold this tonic for six shillings a 
bottle, quite expensive really. The liquid was 
(supposedly) invaluable and invigorating with its 
health-giving ingredients produced from a formula of 
Dr. Bernhardt, the noted French Woman’s Specialist. It 
was particularly useful in all cases of nervous debility, 
lassitude, neuralgia, insomnia, loss of appetite and that 
run-down feeling resulting from the vicissitudes of 
everyday life and women’s particular weaknesses.   

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

BOOTLESS CHILDREN 
 

The Bathurst Post newspaper on Wednesday 26th 
November, 1919, featured a short article concerning 
local school children as follows – “Owing to the 
number of bootless and stocking less children seen in 
the streets of Bathurst recently a representative of the 
National Advocate yesterday interviewed Mr. J.E. 
Layton, principal of the Bathurst Public School in 
Howick Street, with a view to ascertaining how many 
pupils at that institution attended school in their bare 
feet.  
 

It must be noted that the Bathurst Public School was 
not the only school in Bathurst and surrounding village 
schools that had children who turned up to school, in 
winter and summer, without any or adequate footwear. 
It was usually evident that some of the poorest families 
could not provide boots and shoes for their offspring.” 
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Left – a bootmaker 
operating a special 
sewing machine to 
make boots and 
shoes.  
 

After an inspection 
of the boy’s classes, 
Mr. Layton, stated, 
that so far as he 
could see there were 
about 40. The girls 
all wore boots and 
stockings. Mr. 
Layton also stated 

that there were no hard and fast rules at the school in 
regards the practice. Children could please themselves. 
If they came to school with dirty feet or less they 
would be compelled to wash them, but this was very 
seldom necessary as the children were particularly 
clean.  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

INDUSTRY AT PERTHVILLE - OPENING OF A 
BUTTER FACTORY. 

 

“Yesterday morning, 10th October, 1893, at the 
invitation of Messrs. Tremain Brothers, a number of 
persons visited their newly-erected butter factory, in 
the village of Perthville, then known as Perth, to 
witness the formal starting of the works. The success 
which has attended the establishment of similar 
concerns in other parts of the district, together with the 
growing market demand for factory made butter, 
realising as it does higher prices than the hand-made 
article, induced Messrs. Tremain Bros, to erect 
buildings, and secure the necessary plant which will 
enable them to absorb the bulk of the milk produced in 
the splendid grazing country surrounding Perth.  
 

It now rests with the farmers and graziers of that 
district to make the undertaking a success and 
consequent benefit to all parties, the possibility of 
which has already been demonstrated without a 
shadow of doubt. The cash price paid for the milk at 
the factory doors is at present 3d per gallon, at which 
price it has been shown over and over again that it is 
far more profitable for the producer to take it to the 
factory, than to dispose of it by the old methods. The 
skim milk is resold at the rate of 3d for 10 gallons. 
 

The factory, which is situated just opposite Tremain’s 
store, consists of a butter making room, 20ft x 20ft and 
a separating and engine room, 20ft x 9ft and a ‘porch’ 
or receiving room, 12ft x 12ft, attached to the main 
building, and under which the milk carts are run. The 
milk pans are then raised by means of a windlass 
through a trap into the receiving room above where the 
milk is measured by weight, and run into a large tank 
which feeds the separator. This machine is of the latest 
and most approved type and known as the ‘Alpha.’ It 
is capable of treating milk at the rate of 180 gallons per 

hour, that being double the capacity of a Lavelle 
machine of the same size, though both machines are by 
the same makers. 

 
Perthville was not the only nearby village to boast a 
butter factory. This factory above was built at King’s 
Plains a little later in 1899, supplying butter to 
Bathurst, Blayney and numerous village shops.  
 

The motive power steam, for the Perthville concern, 
was applied on the turbine principle, the separating 
discs travelling at the rate of 5600 revolutions per 
minute. Some idea of what these figures mean may be 
gathered from the fact that after the steam has been 
shut off, twenty minutes must elapse before the rate of 
speed has been sufficiently reduced for the machine to 
be stopped. The skim milk as it leaves the separator is 
passed into a storage tank outside the building. The 
churn is what is known as the ‘streamlet,’ the makers 
being the South Coast and West Camden Company, 
Sydney. The boiler is an 8 h.p. vertical type by Waugh 
and Josephson of Sydney, who have supplied all the 
machinery, including a 2h.p. horizontal engine for 
driving the various pumps and the churn. Steam pipes 
are also laid on to the tanks, in which the various 
utensils used in the factory are washed so that scalding 
water can be obtained at all times on a minute’s notice.  
 

The ceremony of turning on the milk supply into the 
separator was performed by the Mayor of Bathurst 
(Alderman Cripps), in the presence of a good 
proportion of the residents of Perth besides visitors 
from Bathurst. The factory is in the charge of Mr. Neil 
Sharpe, a gentleman who has had considerable 
experience in the manufacture of butter, having been 
for four years manager of the Crown Factory at 
Gerringong, taking charge there at the opening of the 
works. He recently inaugurated similar works at 
Cowra, but for lack of support operations there had to 
be suspended. That such will not be the fate of the 
Perth factory is pretty well assured, the enterprising 
proprietors having already a guarantee of a sufficient 
quantity of milk to keep the ball rolling.” They hope 
that they can cope with the large supply of milk 
already assured.  
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
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MR  AND  MRS  GEORGE  COX 

 
I recently came across two photos, one marked George 
Cox and the other had Eliza Cox. It probably isn’t that 
unusual that the sons of Lieutenant William Cox, the 
man who formed the first road in 1814-1815 from the 
ford at Emu Plains over the Blue Mountains to 
Bathurst, would go on to be pioneers in our district as 
well.    
 

Henry, Edward and George all established significant 
estates in the colony of New South Wales. George 
built his Winbourne mansion and estate thus playing a 
considerable part in the Mulgoa, Mudgee, Rylstone 
and Bathurst districts.  
 

Like many early settlers they did not take a physical 
role in establishing, their sometimes, extensive 
holdings to the west but George would make the 
journey every three to four months, staying away 
sometimes for two weeks if stock were moved up from 
Mulgoa or elsewhere.    
 

Born on 19th December, 1764, at Winbourne Minster 
in Dorset in England, William Cox went on to be a 
Lieutenant in the notorious New South Wales Corps. 
Sailing on the Minerva arriving in Sydney Harbour on 
11th January, 1800. On the ship was his wife and four 
children – Henry aged 4; George aged 5; Charles aged 
7 and the eldest James who was aged 10. Initially 
settling in the Pennant Hills area they ended up 
establishing their home in 1804 at Clarendon near 
Windsor.  
 

Later, as they grew up George and Henry went on to 
manage properties of their father’s at Bathurst and 

Mulgoa. Early in 1822 they occupied land at Menah 
and Burrundulla in the Mudgee district. George had 
been seeing Miss Eliza Bell of Richmond, the daughter 
of Lieutenant Archibald Bell. The couple got married 
on 22nd June, 1822.  In the same year Edward 
purcheased land near Rylstone.  
 

Initially George and 
Eliza took up residence 
at ‘The Cottage’ before 
later moving onto their 
grant at Mulgoa. The 
couple had seven sons 
and four daughters over 
the years before Eliza 
died in 1876 not long 
after the photograph, 
right, was taken.  
 

George Henry, 
George’s eldest son 
afterwards oversaw his 
father’s Mudgee 
properties becoming a 
prominent local sheep 
breeder. George still kept an eye on his son though he 
need not have worried. Despite operating the 
landholdings at Mudgee George Henry became a 
Member of Parliament for the County of Wellington. 
In 1863 he was selected as a member of the Legislative 
Council. Despite his workload he was elected the first 
Mayor of Mudgee.  
 

George Cox, the older brother, died on 20th August, 
1868, but not before he had arranged in his will to have 
any of his old servants who were at Winbourne after 
his death should remain at his home for as long as they 
wished and were to be “treated with kindness for my 

sake”. The Winbourne mansion was left to George 
Henry, as the eldest son. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

CONVICT  GINGER  BEER  BOTTLES  WERE  
CRUDELY  MADE 

 

Old stoneware bottles 
such as this one found 
their way to Bathurst 
after 1815, albeit in 
quite small numbers 
initially. However as 
more land grants were 
taken up and more 
supplies were brought 
over the mountains in 
bullock drawn wagons 

more of these crude ginger beer bottles came west. 
With no deposit on bottles in those days these were 
either used to hold other liquids or thrown out.  
 

Many of the convicts sentenced to be transported to the 
Southern Colonies for seven years were destined to a 
better life if they had already learnt a trade. Jobs like a 
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brickmaker, carpenter, shepherd, blacksmiths, tanners, 
well sinkers, or a potter. Almost all were guaranteed a 
job in the fledgling colony of New South 
Wales. This hand-made 26oz salt glazed 
earthenware ginger beer bottle (right) 
with the name ‘LEAK’ on the neck, was 
made by a convict potter named 
Jonathan Leak. Most earthenware ginger 
beer bottles at the time were usually 
impressed with either the potter’s stamp, 
the ginger beer maker or merchant’s 
name or they could have a combination. 
 

It seems that the production of pottery 
items in the early colony also depended 
on whom was the Governor at the time. 
For example Governor William Bligh 
had little concern for pottery production, 
referring to it as ‘trifling.’ 
 

Jonathan was born in Burslem in 
Staffordshire in 1777. It seems that Leak 
had a hard but honest life until he was 
convicted of burglary at Stafford in 
England. In March 1819 his death 
sentence was commuted to be 
transported to Sydney town where he 
arrived on board the ‘Recovery’, the 
same year. He arrived by himself as his 
wife was not allowed to accompany him. Fortunately 
he arrived with a trade having worked as a potter for 
an English potter Enoch Wood in Burslem. It was here 
he had married Wood’s niece, Mary Wood, on 13th 
November, 1798. 
 

Much of the pottery at this time was being 
shipped in from England and Scotland 
from the many pottery works operational 
at the time. Potters in Denby in Derbyshire 
were great exporters to the Southern 

colonies after the famous pottery of J. & 
J. Bourne was established in 1809. After 
John Bourne died in 1818, Joseph Bourne 
continued the business acquiring other 
pottery works on the way. Later in the 
1850s the Denby Pottery Works in the area 
was exporting crates of items to Australia.  
 

At this time the Colony of New South 
Wales’ Pottery Works were under the 
superintendence of the Colonial Engineer, 
a Major Druitt. It was here that Leak was 
assigned to make domestic pottery. At this 
time he met another potter named John 
Moreton and the two potters worked in 
together. Leak must have been happy when Mary, his 
wife full family with him, including their five children, 
arrived in 1822 on board the ‘Mary Ann’. Johnathon 
was now able to work for himself as he was living on 
the ‘Brickfields’. 
  

Having been granted his ticket-of-leave in 1821 he had 
then successfully tendered for the Government Pottery 

works in conjunction with John Moreton, 
who worked with Josiah Wedgwood. 
Moreton also had his family with him.  
 

A sample of white clay that had been dug 
up a few feet below the surface near Sydney 
Cove was shipped over to England by 
Governor Phillip to be delivered to Sir 
Joseph Banks. The clay was in plentiful 
quantity and was also used by the 
aboriginals to mark their bodies. Banks sent 
it in turn to Josiah Wedgwood who thought 
the clay was so good and easy to work that 
he produced a series of medallions marking 
the founding of the colony of New South 
Wales. 
 

Ironically Leak and Moreton had been 
convicted by the court on 11th March, 
1819, for the same offence of stealing 
silver, on the same day and both came out 
on the same ship, the two-masted brig 
‘Recovery.’ After Johnathon gained his 
ticket-of-leave he bought a small block of 
land for his works.  
 

A look through the 1828 census one notes 
that Leak had been assigned seven convicts, as 
labourers, at his pottery works and one was employed 
to manufacture smoker’s pipes from special molds 
Jonathan had manufactured himself as it speeded up 

the process.   
 

Some of Leak’s domestic items included 
quite fine and delicate decorative features 
which soon became quite popular as well as 
being copied by some of the other potters of 
the day. He also began to make bricks on his 
site, this being done by his two sons Elijah 
and Lewis.  It is of interest to note that one 
Peter Cunningham, a naval surgeon 
observed some of the pottery made in 1828 
in the colony. They included ‘types of 
common pottery shapes which included 
dishes, large jars, tubs, jugs, beer bottles 
with salt glazing being a common finish.’ In 
1830 Leak gained a license for the Currency 
Lass Inn in Sydney.  
 

Leak must have been quite pleased with his 
new pottery establishment on his land as he 
wrote to Governor Darling to allow him to 
continue to rent the Government’s kiln for a 
further eight years. I have not found a 

decision to his request so I don’t know if it was 
granted or not.  
 

Unfortunately Leak died on 26th December, 1838, and 
he had left his business and estate to his two surviving 
sons, his wife predeceasing him.  
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COFFEE  ANYONE? 

 

Coffee in the 1930s was not as popular as it is today 
however, there were a number of powdered and 
essence varieties available at the time. The depression 
saw the sales of coffee reduced as people tightened 
their belts as they purchased their necessary supplies 
but when the financial situation improved, so did the 
luxury items. 
 

The journals of the First Fleet that arrived in 1788 had 
a number of coffee seeds and plants which they had 
collected on their journey to the Southern Colony 
during a stopover in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. 
 

In 1934 Excelsior Coffee Essence sold for 1/3, Zouave 
coffee sold at 1/6, Tullock coffee powder sold for 11d 
per tin and pure best Mocha Coffee sold for 2/3. A 26 
ounce bottle of Excelsior Coffee Essence cost a coffee 
drinker 3/3 though it was sold in a smaller bottle for 
1/3. Alola Coffee Essence sold for 1/3 per small bottle.     
 

The root of the chicory plant would be baked before 
being ground and mixed with coffee powder. Most 
people would mix it with milk and then heat the milk. 
The liquid was usually strained through a cloth before 
drinking. In 1935 chicory could be purchased 

separately for 10 pence 
per pound (lb).   
 

Around the same time 
some of the Italian 
immigrants brought 
espresso coffee out with 
them. Some opened 
European cafes selling 
the espresso coffees but 
this type of coffee really 
didn’t take off until the 
1950s when lots of 
European migrants 
arrived after World War 
Two.  
 

Left - With the motto “It 
never pours but it 
reigns”, this Tillock’s 
Soluble Coffee and 

Chicory powder was popular in the 1930s and cost one 
shilling and three pence per bottle.  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

A  MUTTONS  FALLS  FAMILY 
 

One of the first families to settle near Tarana was 
William and Ann Webb who had emigrated from 
Cornwall in England in 1840. They were accompanied 
by their three young children. On leaving Sydney they 
journeyed to Tarana as other settlers moved west 
across the Blue Mountains, for many to start new lives.  
 

For some eleven years William managed Dr. David 
Ramsay’s property “Keirstone”, located on the Fish 
River until he was killed in an accident leaving his 
wife now with eight children – 4 girls and 4 boys.  

 

Muttons Falls was named after Ann’s brother Richard 
Mutton, who had arrived in 1827. Ann had to fend for 
herself and in the mid 1850s started to buy land at 
Muttons Falls. She built a home and an adjacent store 
to provide for her family.   
 

The Aubin family in this article was also at Muttons 
Falls near Tarana, an area with an interesting history. 
The Aubin family are out for a drive in their twin-
horse buggy – see page 16. As they cross Rainville 
Creek they are posing for the cameraman who was 
visiting the Aubin family over the Easter period in 
1911. They have been met by a young lad, a member 
of the Aubin family, who had cycled out on his 
bicycle. He must have been quite warm in his shirt and 
tie, jacket and long trousers. It all combines to give a 
tranquil creek scene with the group casting their 
reflections in the peaceful water.              
 

The Aubin family would often take out the buggy and 
go fishing either in Rainville Creek or the Fish River, 
the latter being known for its abundance of fish in the 
early days. It was George William Evans, Government 
Surveyor and early explorer in the colony of New 
South Wales under Governor Lachlan Macquarie at the 
time, who mentioned the large amount of fish in the 
local rivers and creeks in his journal. He was also the 
first colonial explorer to enter the Lachlan River 
Valley, naming the area the Oxley Plains after his 
superior the Surveyor-General, John Oxley. 
 

Evans, from Warwick in England had arrived in the 
Colony of New South Wales in October 1802 to be 
almost immediately appointed the Government 
Storekeeper at Parramatta. In August 1803 he was 
appointed as Acting-Surveyor-General of lands during 
the absence on leave of Charles Grimes. In 1809 he 
sailed to Tasmania to do survey work and within three 
years was appointed Deputy Surveyor of lands at 
Hobart.  
 

Governor Macquarie recalled Evans back to Sydney in 
1813. On 19th November, accompanied by five men, 
one of whom had been with Gregory Blaxland’s party 
from the first crossing of the Blue Mountains, he 
headed west to check the explorer’s route before 
tracking further inland to discover what may lay there. 
Some eleven days later Evans and his party reached 
the Fish River and for a week followed its course until 
he reached Campbell’s River.  
 

Evans was very methodical on his explorations and 
noted many of the daily happenings. One entry notes 
that hundreds of pounds of fish could be basically 
caught at any time, obviously fresh fish was on the 
menu of Evans and his men. Other early reports of 
fishing in the area still remain which claimed some 
fish in various local rivers attained a large size and 
their (fish) flesh was held in high regard. One species 
grew to three feet long and weighed nearly 60 pounds.  
 

The young trout cod was observed to be commonly ten 
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inches long however, when fully grown they were said 
to be more than 2 foot long.  Rock cod were also about 
in the early days. Another fish was known as a tailor 
which commonly grew over 12 inches.    
 

Along the Fish 
River, observed by 
some, were flecks 
of gold which were 
noted over time. 
However, the 
discoverer was 
urged to keep his 
find to himself. 
The first discovery 
noted in the Fish 
River was in 
February 1823. 
This area would 
later see numbers 
of prospectors 
travelling through 
the region trying their luck and later sparked a small 
gold rush in the 1850s.    
 

But it wasn’t just the Fish River that had an abundance 
of fish, the Macquarie River that William Evans had 
called after Governor Lachlan Macquarie, also became 
a popular spot. One of the fish caught in the Macquarie 
River and nearby rivers and mentioned in the later 
1880s was the ‘tench’, sometimes referred to by some 
as the ‘doc’ fish (doctor fish) by people of European 
background. It could be caught in those parts of the 
Macquarie Rivers that was a bit deeper and muddy, 
these fish not liking fast flowing shallow sections.  The 
tench is one of the carp family though considered at 
the time a reasonably good eating fish.  
 

Most people would fish after dark on a summer’s 
evening, taking candles or a kerosene lantern down to 
the river to fish. Mr. Thomas Howard, miner of Kelso, 
wrote in a letter dated 16th November, 1887, that he 
had been catching ‘tench’ weighting around 2lb at 
White Rock. He used a float and maggots as the bait.   
 

Freshwater crayfish, yabbies or craybobs as we used to 
call them, were found in most steams throughout the 
district. They preferred the clear, cooler flowing water.  
Early reports note that their size varied from around 2 
inches to 8 inches and could be caught using meat or 
offal on a string or later in wire traps.  
 

As yabbies grow they will moult at times throughout 
their life, with the animals leaving their burrow in the 
banks of the river and dams when moulting each 
twelve to eighteen months or more. The Bathurst Free 
Press noted in one of their stories on the Macquarie 
River that a platypus was seen eating the freshwater 
crayfish near the Denison Bridge. Catching these river 
creatures with their nippers or pincers was a popular 
pastime with many children in bygone days.  
 

Some early fishermen who had caught eels in the 

coastal rivers, commenting on the lack of eels in our 
district but they were not to know that eels are not 
found on the western side of the Great Dividing Range.  
 

The buggy left had 
been made by 
Rivett’s Wagon 
Works for £35. 
Their works were 
located on Sydney 
Road at Kelso and 
the Aubin family 
would have ridden 
past their 
establishment each 
time they came into 
Bathurst or went 
home. The Rivett 
family business had 
earned an 
outstanding 
reputation as a 

wagon and horsedrawn vehicle maker and judging by 
the number of men they had employed the business 
had plenty of work on their books. William Henry 
Rivett and Walter Henry Rivett were operating the 
business at the time this buggy was made.   

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

100 YEARS  OF  MEMORIES 
 

By Andrew Fletcher 
 

The centenary of the end of hostilities in the Great War 
1914-18 saw many memorable commemorative 
services around the world. More so here in Bathurst 
where our community remembered these men and 
women who volunteered for service. 
 

The significant sites around the world where our 
volunteers who paid the ultimate price, are 
commemorated include Gallipoli, Middle East, and on 
the western front at the Australian Memorial at Villers-
Bretonneux, and the memorial to the missing at Menin 
Gate in Ypres. For me it was important to share this 
occasion with them. We shared the Villers-Bretonneux 
ceremony through the televised event, but for me those 
commemorated at the Menin Gate Memorial to the 
Missing in Ypres in Belgium was the place to be. I 
sought approval of the organiser to lay a wreath on 
behalf of our community at the 11am service on 11th 
November, 2018. 
 

We remember all those who served and those who 
were sacrificed for King and Country, in any conflict 
of war from the Great War to today as we still have 
military men and women working tirelessly for our 
country. It is important for all of us not to forget them 
or allow social interests to change that will let them 
fade into history. But the importance of 11th 
November is not about us. 
 

Its origins are the 1100hrs on 11th day of the 11th 
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month 1918 - Armistice Day - the moment when 
hostilities ceased on the Western Front. A moment in 
history that became universally associated with the 
remembrance of those who had died in the Great War. 
The war saw over 70 million people involved with up 
to 13 million dead and estimated one-third of these 
have no known grave. This vast number of graveless 
led to the creation of memorials to the missing such as 
Thiepval and Menin Gate in Belgium. After the end of 
the Second World War the name, Armistice Day, was 
changed to Remembrance Day. 
 

11th November, 1918, - a day that many thought 
would never come. After years of endless separation 
from everything that was important to them, their 
family, wives, girlfriends, mates, and the familiarity of 
the towns and villages of the Bathurst district, their 
homes. Their jobs before they enlisted would have had 
its days when they wish they were doing something 
else, hard physical seasonal work on the land, or in a 
shop or bank dealing with people you knew every day, 
your community.  
 

Like every other young adult – they had dreams of a 
better job, more pay and better conditions, getting 
married and raising a family, maybe even getting their 
own property within the community. The same 
community who had come out to farewell them and 
wish them all a safe return. Like most young men, they 
thought they were indestructible, it will be the other 
bloke who will get it, not me. They took a break from 
their hum drum lives to enlist because it was going to 
be over quickly and 
there may not be 
another chance like 
this to get away and 
see the world. But the 
years of war had 
proven that wrong. 
 

Photo right – Peace 
Celebrations in 
Bathurst in November 
1918. 
 

Many of Bathurst’s 
2,047 volunteers had 
been engaged in the 
most horrific war in 
the history of 
mankind, some for 
more than 4 years. Imagine being on the other side of 
the world with absolutely no opportunity to share the 
support of their family, in a war that appeared to have 
no end, year after year. Working in an environment 
where nothing made much sense and you had no say. 
This alone would impact on anyone’s mental health let 
alone being involved in the worst slaughter the human 
race had ever witnessed. Everything in their lives had 
changed, their clothes, food, sanitation, emotional 
support, health, working hours and conditions, living 

conditions, their independence, the laws and conduct, 
but most importantly their work. When the word 
spread that an armistice had been agreed to the world 
rejoiced, there were public celebrations and street 
parties in most communities across the country. For 
our local communities it meant their sons, brothers, 
uncles and fathers would be coming home – at last. 
The hardships of war at home such as rationing would 
stop, the lists of those killed and wounded would be 
read no more, the telegram boy would again be 
welcome. We expected them to return to their 
“normal” lives. But could they? 
 

The 11th November, 1918, was, in some cases, met by 
our troops in a matter of fact manner. They had 
experienced so much and were worn out that not much 
got them excited, it was just another day. By October 
1918 our boys had been in the firing line continuously 
for 6 months and they were depleted, exhausted and 
numb. Their memories of their lives as careless young 
men back home in Australia had been destroyed by the 
endless battles, the horrific wounds, the continuous 
stream of mates being killed, wounded and maimed, 
the pathetic management of the battles which led from 
one disaster to another and all the while it was they 
who paid the price of incompetence.  
 

As the silence of the guns continued they began to 
think that maybe the constant stress of not knowing 
which day was your last on earth, the uncivilised 
fighting, the relentless killing, the routine of living like 
animals in wet, smelly holes in the ground, may have 

come to an end. I 
am sure they 
wondered “how did 
we survive all 
that?” As they 
realised they had 
survived the 
experience of their 
lives, they 
remembered their 
mates who did not. 
These mates are not 
like your friends 
back home in 
Bathurst, they were 
closer than your 
brothers and in 
many cases had 

taken the place of your absent family.  
 

You had the father figure looking out for everyone, the 
older brother looking after the young ones, who looked 
out for the new boys. This new family had endured 
unspeakable hardships, in fact, they lived together, ate 
together, socialised together, worked together, 
protected each other and in many cases died together. 
Like most successful teams they consoled each other in 
bad times and encouraged each other to achieve things 
they could not have done as individuals. 
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Some were mates from Bathurst, whom they had 
grown up with, maybe gone to school with or worked 
with, chased the girls at the local dances with, played 
sport or even went to the Army cadets together, they 
had shared their young adult experiences. They then 
shared the excitement of enlisting in the greatest army 
in the world, travelling overseas, seeing the sights of 
the biblical stories they had learnt as a child in church. 
Others they met in Egypt or Gallipoli or on the battle 
fields of France and Belgium. The last four years had 
changed their lives forever. An experience that would 
not be readily understood by those back home but 
could never be forgotten. 

 
 

Photo above - Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing – 
Ypres in Belgium. 
 

For those who returned the memories of those they left 
behind and the many thousands who were in some way 
disabled by their experiences, never faded and they 
needed to know the rest of us would remember them 
when they themselves were gone. So they built 
memorials including our own Bathurst War Memorial 
Carillon which “was erected by the people of Bathurst 
and District in grateful memory of those brave men 
and women who served in the Great War of 1914 - 
1918”. 
 

2018 marked 100 years since the guns fell silent in 
1918 and there were celebrations held in Bathurst 
District, across the country and around the world. 
During the Great War 1914-18 Bathurst lost 307 men 
who were born in the district. These 307 are spread 
across various cemeteries in many countries - 37 are in 
Gallipoli, 7 in Palestine, 4 in Egypt and 3 in Syria, 168 
in France, 8 in Australia, 70 in Belgium and 10 in 
England.  
 

114 of these have no known grave and are 
commemorated by having their names inscribed on 
panels at various cemeteries and memorials. 56 are at 
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial in France, 35 at Menin 
Gate Memorial to the missing at Ypres in Belgium, 21 
at Gallipoli in Turkey, 1 at Boulogne Eastern 
Cemetery in Pas de Calais France and 1 at Jerusalem in 
Palestine. Most of the war cemeteries have a separate 
section where these names are inscribed.  
 

It is an emotional strain to have a loved one killed in 
war let alone never having the opportunity to bring 
closure by visiting their graves. They still lay among 
their comrades on the other side of the world, waiting 

for that final visit. It is for this reason they must be 
included in any community remembrances. 

 
Photo above - Petals at Menin Gate 1100 on 11th day 
of the 11th month 

 
Photo above - Andrew Fletcher laying Bathurst 
District Wreath at Menin Gate 2018.  
 

There are a couple of memorials on the western front 
that are significant to Australia and Bathurst in 
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particular, because they contain the names of 
Australians killed who have no known gave. These 
include the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres which 
contain 6,195 names, Villers-Bretonneux Memorial 
with 10,772 names, Lone Pine Memorial 4,222 names 
and VC Corner Australian Cemetery Memorial, 
Fromelles with 1,294 names.  
 

The Menin Gate at Ypres in Belgium is the entrance to 
the walled city of Ypres on the road to Menin. During 
the war the two stone lions standing on each side of the 
Menin Gate were seen by tens of thousands of troops 
as they marched through the town towards the front 
line between October 1914 and September 1918. Thus 
the gate became highly symbolic and it is appropriate 
that this place should commemorate those of the 
Empire who were killed in Belgium but have no 
known grave. The memorial was unveiled on 24th 
July, 1927, and bears the names of 55,000 soldiers who 
died before 16th August, 1917, and have no known 
grave, including 6,195 Australians, 35 of these are 
from the Bathurst District.  
 

So important was the sacrifice of the allied forces to 
the Belgium people that every evening since 11th 
November, 1929, the Last Post has been played under 
the memorial’s great arch. The only exception was 
during the four years of German occupation during the 
Second World War when they continued the daily 
ceremony at Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey, 
England. The memorial now stands as a reminder of 
those who died and have no known grave and is 
perhaps one of the most well-known war memorials in 
the world.  
 

So it was appropriate and important that we share our 
thoughts with these men at this important time. It was 
an honour for me to lay a wreath on behalf of the 
people of Bathurst District at the Menin Gate on 11th 
November 2018.  The 2018 ceremony was witnessed 
by an estimated crowd of 15,000 and up to 500 took 
part in the parade itself. There was not a dry eye in the 
house when the poppy petals began to blow out of the 
top of the arch as the ceremony was coming to an end. 
 

There is 238 Bathurst volunteers still on the western 
front and while there I visited over 130 of their graves 
and memorials to share the collective memories of our 
community’s commemoration with them. 

Photo at bottom of previous column – Typical medal 
trio that were issued to those servicemen that served 
during World War One from 1914. Those who enlisted 
after Gallipoli received the two round medals only.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lest We Forget 
We Remember Them 

 
oooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

EARLY  LETTER 
 

A letter to Mr. Furness written by G. Garland, 
Bentinck Street near Butlers Bathurst enquiring about 
a piece of machinery to rent.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will decipher the hand written letter complete with 
spelling mistakes. “I hear you have a Chaff Cutter on 
engine that you rent out i was out at Perth (Perthville) 
And i herd you were in Sydney So i did not go to your 
place if you will be so kind as to let me know if you 
will rent it Either by the ton or by the weak i will come 
out and see you about it for i have had one rented for 
the last five years And i got plenty of cutting to do if 
you will rent it and we Come on terms i mite keep it all 
along i will Garante to return it in as good order as i 
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get it. Please let me know Sir.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I expect this letter was written in the early 1900s.   

 

 

 
Does your family have connections with the 
Bathurst District?  Are you planning a family 
reunion and want to do something different?  Do 
you want to acknowledge and preserve your 
ancestors forever? 
 

Then why not consider placing a plaque on the 
Bathurst Heritage Wall in lower William Street? 
 

Spaces for plaques are limited and the number of 
free spaces is getting less. 
 

To avoid disappointment, get an application from 
the museum and contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Fletcher - Plaques Co-ordinator  
      

 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

●  In the 1890s Bathurst was undergoing an inundation 
of ‘skating mania’ with three skating rinks and a 
number of other businesses selling skates and skating 

clothing.  E. Webb and Company in George Street had 
already imported special ‘skating rink shirts’ with 
Webb’s staff then embroidering on the name of the 
skating rink, one in particular was the “Victoria” 
skating rink. They also sold boy’s skating hats at 5 
pence (4 cents) each. 
 

●  In 1856 a site for a new village near Bathurst was 
noted by the Commissioner of Crown Lands in 
Bathurst. Mr. J.B. Richards held this position at the 
time and he named it Raglan after a British Army Field 
Marshall and a Baron. Baron Raglan had just died the 
previous years and one assumes that it was in honour 
of this man to name the village after him.    
 

●  The first Electric Telegraph line to Bathurst arrived 
here on 22nd October, 1859, with the last telegraph 
post installed near the then new foundations of the 
proposed School of Arts Theatre in Howick Street. On 
29th December, 1859, the line was officially opened to 
Bathurst with Mr. Mackel first Line Inspector.   
 

●  In 1824 bakers in the Colony of NSW could be 
summoned before the Superintendent of Police and 
charged up to 20 shillings if they charged more than 
the assize price for a 2lb. loaf of bread fixed by the 
Magistrates. 

 
oooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

Remember - the Society is now on Facebook!  
Search for Bathurst Historical Museum and 
Bookshop, like the page and share it with your 
friends!  Look out for great new photos, 
interesting snippets and more! 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as membership 
application forms, are available at the front desk 
during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae, FAIHA, Newsletter Editor 


