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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Christmas will be on us 
before we know. I would 
like to take this 
opportunity to extend to 
you and your family my 
best wishes for the 
festive season and 2019. 
 

On behalf of the 
Bathurst District 
Historical Society I 
thank you all for your 

support throughout the year.  After the festive season is 
over we will share some of our plans for 2019. We are 
planning to enrich your lives with a number of 
activities and tours  
 

This newsletter is a slightly larger 14-page Christmas 
version to accommodate a couple of the articles so I 
hope you enjoy it.   
 

The special and popular Great 
War Nurses’ display in the 
Society’s Museum has created 
a good deal of interest with 
visitors specially visiting to 
view it. Someone even left a 
wreath in remembrance of 
these women who gave their 
expertise and tenderness to 
help the diggers near the front 
and the big Army Hospitals 
established in France, England and the Middle East.    

 

Plans for the special Remembrance Weekend on 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th November, 2018, are 
well in hand to mark the end and centenary of World 
War One. In the lead-up to Remembrance Day, once 
called Armistice Day, there is now a series of ‘On This 
Day 1918’ on Stereo 2BS, giving insights and 

information of what happened during the last days of 
the Great War, and especially in Bathurst and the 
district itself. 

 

Already over 100 feet of displays have been promised 
to date. Photographic images are being prepared such 
as Bathurst Lewis Machine Gunner in the 4th 
Australian Camel Regiment in Egypt during World 
War One (above).   

There will be mounted 
displays of Great War 
memorabilia in both the 
Bathurst District Historical 
Society Museum in Russell 
Street as well as in the 
Walshaw Hall in Church 
Street.     
 

After nearly four years and 
three months, the war 
commenced on 1st August, 
1914, to 11th November, 

1918, some 1564 days it was over. By war’s end 
various Bathurst organisations and individuals were 
organised to provide comforts for the troops. One of 
their main functions seemed to be that of distributing 
billy cans to the diggers at every given occasion. 
Billies were also cooking vessels. During wartime, 
these were packed with gifts of buttons, shoe-laces, 
chocolate, postcards, postage stamps, pencils, soup 
tablets, insect powder, puzzles, safety pins, bandages, 
hair and tooth brushes, tooth powder, reading matter, 
tin openers, tinned fish and penknives. 
 

Earlier this year Jeff McSpedden began making some 
bush crayon pencils as a novelty for the Lost Trades 
projects held at both Sofala and for Bathurst’s Lost 
Trades weekend held up at the old Agricultural 
Research Station, now part of Charles Sturt University. 
It has been made from a six inch piece of bush wood 
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with a hole drilled up the centre and a crayon pushed 
through. The end is then whittled down to give it a 
pointy end. The result can be seen below.  

 
 

There was a good attendance at the Annual General 
Meeting on 16th August which saw no change to the 
Committee.   

 

Our August Muster was held on the same night as the 
AGM with a large crowd present to hear Jon Maclean 
talk about what most of us call the Central Mapping 
Authority (now Spatial Services N.S.W.) Jon gave an 
overview of the opening and history of the 
establishment from their move to Bathurst and how 
mapping has evolved into the collection of digital 
spatial data over the past 40 years. It was pleasing to 
see all the members, staff and ex-staff who attended.     
 

Once again the so called NBN has held up the 
compilation and research of this edition of the 
Society’s newsletter. I would predict that the NBN will 
be redundant by 2020.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Local member Paul Toole paid a brief visit to the 
Museum to congratulate Mary Fletcher on her recent 
good fortune. Mary and Samantha Friend (President) 

had applied for some funding from the State 
Government to digitise (scan electronically at a very 
high quality) the Society’s collection of oversize (i.e. 
larger than A4) photographs. These included some 
wonderful panoramic shots of early Bathurst, many 
portraits of young men off to war, some great family 
photos and many more. All these photographs are 
deteriorating and by digitising them, they can then be 
stored in museum quality packing and not disturbed.  
The images will then be able to be viewed by the 
community, can be reproduced for sale or for inclusion 
in a published book, or feature on our website and in 
the near future, our Facebook page. This is a great step 
forward for the preservation of the collection.   
 

The photographs that are under A4 size are being 
systematically scanned by Barry Cubbit, a very 
diligent volunteer who gives up his Wednesdays to 
come into the Museum and work through the 
collection.  To date, he has scanned and captioned 
approximately 60% of the photographic collection. 
Another enthusiastic volunteer, John Down, will 
shortly start scanning the large collection of glass plate 
negatives the Society holds. These will also be 
available to be viewed or reproduced for sale.  
  

Once this enormous process of digitising all the 
photographs is done, the curators will concentrate on 
photographing the rest of the collection. A good 
proportion of the Dress Collection has already been 
done, but only a small number of the other objects the 
Society holds have been photographed. The curators 
would love any help – if you have a good eye for a 
photo and some regular spare time, get in touch with 
Samantha Friend who would be very grateful for help!  
If you have a good quality camera and a tripod, that 
would be even better! 
 

As you know, the Old Government Cottage garden is 
one of the jewels in the crown of Bathurst’s famous 
gardens.  The Bathurst Garden Club planned and 
created the garden at Old Government Cottage as a 
Bicentennial project and have undertaken the care of 
the garden since 2015. Now the Garden Club 
volunteers have another large project they would like 
to concentrate on, and have asked for volunteers from 
the Historical Society to take over the care of the 
garden and this has taken place under Peter Cosgrove’s 
leadership. This garden is a must see in the spring and 
summer and it is only the hard work of the volunteers 
that keeps it such a picture. 
 

The Society Christmas Party is nearly upon us – where 
did the year go?  It will be another gala occasion in the 
Museum courtyard with plenty of delicious Christmas 
nibbles and festive cheer available.  It is on Thursday 
6th December at the Museum from 5.00pm. Please 
RSVP on 63308455. It is a great opportunity to meet 
other members and catch up with news.  I know Rob 
McLachlan’s famous Christmas punch will be making 
another appearance, so don’t miss out! 
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this 
year another great year for the Society and I hope that 
we can keep going from strength to strength into the 
future. 

Samantha 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held now 
at the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

From 23th September 1918 – “On This Day 1918” 
can be heard on Stereo 2BS. Typically the first day 
said - 23th September, 1918, was a Monday - Mrs. E. 
Emmett, of Hanley Street, South Bathurst, received the 
sad news today that her nephew Private Robert 
Emmett had been killed in action at the front. The 
deceased soldier was 27 years of age and a native of 
Hill End. He was employed as a porter at the Bathurst 
goods shed prior to enlisting. Lance Corporal 
Raymond Wallace Robertson, only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. W. Robertson, of 212 Rocket Street, was 
killed in action in France on August 31st last. The late 
Lance-Corporal Robertson would have been 22 years 
of age on 5th September. He was born in Sydney and 
prior to enlisting was employed as a clerk in the loco 
branch at the Bathurst Railway Station. He enlisted in 
June 1915 with the 18th Battalion. He was wounded in 
Gallipoli and also in France in 1916. He was a former 
Bathurst High School student and was very popular 
among the pupils. The news of his death was conveyed 
to Mr. and Mrs. Robertson by Canon Wilton. 
 

18th October - (Thursday) Muster – Andrew 
Fletcher, the Society’s Military Curator, will talk on 
“The cost of loyalty For King, Empire and Country – 
was it worth it?”  With the centenary of the end of the 
Great War next month Andrew will look at Bathurst’s 
contribution and the real cost of the war to Bathurst 
District. Will we remember them? 
 

28th October – (Sunday afternoon) – A pneumonic 
influenza or ‘Spanish flu’ pandemic Workshop. 1.30–
4.30 pm at Bathurst Library, 70 Keppel Street, 
Bathurst with gold coin donation. RSVP to 6330 8455 
or info@bathursthistory.org.au Influenza circled the 
world in 1918–19 leaving few communities untouched. 
Come and join this practical workshop, where the 
bigger picture of the pandemic will be told before 
considering how its impact might be commemorated 
locally. Participants will explore the value of local 

sites and collections in uncovering 
the flu’s personal, social and 
enduring effects. 
 

The workshop will be facilitated by 
Dr Peter Hobbins, a medical historian 
at the University of Sydney and a 
Councillor of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society. His recent book, 
“Stories from the Sandstone: 

Quarantine Inscriptions from Australia’s Immigrant 
Past”, won the NSW Community and Regional History 
Prize in the 2017 Premier’s History Awards. Photo 
below State Library NSW.  

 

10th and 11th November - (Saturday and Sunday) – 
Remembrance Weekend – a weekend of activities 
and displays over the two days. Organised by the 
Bathurst RSL Sub Branch and the Bathurst District 
Historical Society it will mark the Centenary of World 
War One. There will be plenty to see and do over the 
weekend. On Saturday there will be the Services Band 
playing in Machattie Park. Don’t forget the 
Remembrance Service at 10.15am on Sunday.     

 

Photos like the one above of the Australian Camel 
Corps will be amongst 300 others on display on 
Remembrance Weekend. The Snapshots of World War 
One and the Wall of Valour photographic exhibition 
will be in the Walshaw Hall, near all Saints Cathedral, 
along with around 500 plus Great War artefacts, trench 
art, memorabilia, medals and militaria.    
 

The Snapshots of World War One has images from 
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around Bathurst and the various battlefields overseas, 
and many of the photos have not seen the light of day 
for over 100 years. The Wall of Valour photos are of 
local servicemen, the majority from World War One, 
and each has a brief history if it is known. There is no 
charge to see the Exhibition which opens each day at 
9am.  

15th November – 
(Thursday) Muster – Sue 
Jones – will enthral us with 
“A Fresh Look at Works in 
the Bathurst District 
Historical Society 
Museum’s art collection”.  
Sue delves into the stories 
behind some of the artworks 
and artists in the museum’s 
collection.  The talk will 
give you a deeper insight 

into some of the interesting works you might not have 
paid much attention to in the past. The talk will give 
you a deeper insight into some of the interesting works 
you might not have paid much attention to in the past. 
 

6th December – (Thursday) – BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party at the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, bring 
your family and any guests. Also please bring a plate 
of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP at the 
front desk on 63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
by 1st December, 2017, to assist with organising. 
 

3rd February 2019 - (Sunday) - our annual Twilight 
Picnic will take place from 4.30pm with hosts Tracey 
Read and Russell Shepherd of ‘Alloway Bank’. The 
address is 346 Eleven Mile Drive, Eglinton.   
 

The grand old mansion was built in 1827 by Captain 
John Piper, earlier a Naval Officer and formerly of 
Sydney. The grand five-bedroom home sits on 27 
acres, the house being built on a land grant made by 
Governor Brisbane in 1822. In 1826 Captain Piper sold 
his mansion, ‘Henrietta Villa’ and moved his large 
family to Bathurst. Work commenced in Bathurst in 
1827. It was later re-built in the mid 1870s and has 26-
rooms including a formal dining room, a casual dining 
room, a library, a drawing room, sunroom and cellar. 
The 1820’s stable complex once contained a tack room 
and fourteen brick-cobbled stalls with cedar hay racks 
and a stallion room.  

 

21st February 2019 - (Thursday) Muster – John 
Judge will enlighten us on ‘The history of Hereford 
Street’ and take us from the ford in the Macquarie 
River to Gilmour Street.  
 

21st March 2019 - 
(Thursday) Muster – Jan 
Page will talk on the 
Carillon - “Bathurst’s 
Singing Tower and the 
people who built it.” Jan 
will give us the latest 
information on this 100 feet high brick Bathurst War 
Memorial Carillon that was built during the Great 
Depression.  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

ALEX  BEDWELL’S  RELATIONS MEDAL  
 

By Alan McRae FAIHA 
 

The medal seen here is the 
reverse of the Naval General 
Service Medal awarded to the 
recipient Edward Parker 
Bedwell.  
 

Times were harsh for these 19th 
century naval seamen, many of 
whom received cruel and unjust 
treatment, together with the 
general illiteracy of the period, 
many didn’t know how to claim 
their medals. The Naval General 
Service Medal is suspended by a 
plain straight swivelling suspender with the obverse 
featuring the diademed head of Queen Victoria with 
the legend “VICTORIA REGINA” and the date 
“1848.” The reverse has the figure of Britannia, 
holding a trident and seated sideways on a seahorse. 
The designer was W. Wyon, R.A. The white ribbon 
with dark blue edges 1½ inches wide, was issued with 
the medal.  
 

Naming is done in indented Roman capitals, however 
the recipient’s rank is given only on medals to officers 
and warrant officers. Some 
recipients or their families 
had the name of the ship 
engraved on privately later. 
Officially, however the 
name of the ship was never 
added. 
 

There were a large number 
of bars sanctioned for this 
medal, in fact 231 in all, 
with 176 issued for actions 
fought by His or Her 
Majesty’s warships. There 
was a further series of 55 
bars issued also, these being 
for what became known as 
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Boat Actions. This medal was not issued without at 
least one bar and the maximum number of bars issued 
with any one medal was seven. In all there were 
20,901 medals issued and overall about 24,000 bars 
were issued. 
 

The Naval General Service Medal was originally 
intended to cover a period from 1793 to 1815, but this 
was later extended to cover a period from 1793 to 
1840. In 1848 an official list was published stating for 
which actions and for boat services the medals would 
be issued. Many worthy recipients were already dead. 
It seems that it was left to those eligible, or their next 
of kin, to apply as names of the entitled had to be 
given to the Staff Officer of Pensions in their 
respective districts by 30th April, 1849. Thus the 
actual medal was not issued until 1849. 
 

The final date for submitting claims for this medal was 
later extended to 1st May, 1851, and it was decided 
also to give the Naval General Service Medal to the 
next of kin of applicants who died between the time of 
their application and the distribution. Later some 500 
extra medals were issued after the original recipient 
lists were closed.  Many at the time, even those in the 
British Navy, were unable to read so there were those 
who didn’t apply. One can see why, in some cases, 
those who may have been eligible for up to seven of 
the bars saw no eligible persons claiming them. It is 
worth noting that no boat action services were 
recognised after 1814, thirty-five years before the issue 
of the medal. 
 

Edward Parker Bedwell was born on 4th January, 
1791, the only son of Thomas Bedwell and Mary, neé 
Sheppard. After completing his early schooling he 
volunteered to join the Royal Navy. There were 
various ways of entering the Royal Navy but the 
greatest numbers were pressed into the fleets from the 
merchant ships or sent aboard by county sheriffs, the 
various Lord Mayors, all trying to fill their ‘quota’. 
Some were “recommended” by the magistrates for 

petty crime. There 
were those who 
volunteered to get the 
‘bounty’ in the Royal 
Navy. Many were aged 
between thirteen and 
fifteen. On 7th 
December, 1806, 
Edward, classed as a 
Volunteer 2nd Class, 
joined H.M.S. Ceres 
under Lieutenant G.N. 

Hooper. 
 

On 22nd January, 1807, Edward became a Volunteer 
1st Class and he remained on H.M.S. Ceres until 16th 
June, 1807. Life was tough in any Navy but in 
volunteering one often received better food, treatment 
and money. Edward would have received better than 

12 shillings a month though by the time a sailor 
received it, it had shrunk to a half or a third of the 
original sum. He would soon have found that life was 
hard, brutal and tough at sea. Edward learned many 
things including becoming a topman on each of the 
three masts—fore, main and mizzen, where work was 
arduous, exacting and very dangerous. He learned to 
work about the anchors, bowsprit and fore yard.  
 

His interest in navigation would stand him in good 
stead later on. Edward’s first voyage away from 
England began on the 17th June, 1807, when he joined 
H.M.S. Cherub on an ‘Expedition to Copenhagen’ 
where he served in the capture of some of the Danish 
Fleet. After this the vessel sailed on to the West Indies 
and the Leeward Islands from 4th August, 1807, under 
Captains G. Ravenshaw and Alan Nesbit. The Leeward 
Islands include about 15 islands and many islets and 
were named because of them being sheltered from the 
trade winds.  
 

Edward served as a midshipman on this latter voyage 
where he was expected to ‘turn out’ of his hammock at 
7.30am every morning before washing in a tin basin 
balanced on his wooden chest (which held his few 
belongings). Edward, as midshipman, was allowed to 
wash very day, unless water was short, before 
dressing, blackening his boots and clearing up his 
sleeping quarters. At eight he took his breakfast of tea 
and biscuits or cocoa and porridge. Remember that 
Edward was only sixteen at this time and merely a boy 
though considered an officer with extraordinary 
privileges on the vessel.  

 

A 1793 French Louis XVI 

silver ecu or 6 livres coin, 

with ‘A’ indicating it was 

minted at the Paris Mint.  

The obverse, left, shows 

the monarch’s head 

facing left. The reverse, 

below, shows an angel 

inscribing a tablet.  
 

He was to stay in and around the Leeward Island chain 
on several ships including H.M.S. L’Eperrier, H.M.S. 
Serap, H.M.S. Peruvian and H.M.S. Mercury after 
being promoted to Master’s Mate. The British had 
quite a naval and military 
presence in the West Indies 
at this time and were 
determined not to let the 
French increase their 
sovereignty. Any French 
ships caught had any coins, 
such as the ecus confiscated. 
Through the captain’s maps 
Edward was to learn that the Leeward Islands 
consisted of a series of islands including St. Kitts, 
Tortola, Antigua, Nevis, Dominica, Monserrat, 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
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Edward (his cased medal page 6) served on His 
Majesty’s ships taking part in the blockade of the 
French in the West Indies and was told of the capture 
of the Island of Martinique, the action taking place 
from 2nd to 10th February, 1809. The British were 
also keeping a powerful presence around the Island of 
Guadeloupe which, since its discovery by Christopher 
Columbus in 1493, had been claimed by this nation 
and that. Firstly the island was claimed for Spain by 
Ferdinand and Isabella who had financed Columbus’ 
voyage. Columbus had also found other West Indian 
islands also currently of interest to the British. In 1635 
the French captured the island and spent considerable 
amounts on its colonisation. The British recaptured it 
in 1759, however in 1763 it was handed back to the 
French only to have the British capture it back in 1779, 
1794 and over January and February, 1810, the action 
in which Edward had taken part. Then the politicians 
stepped in and gave the island to Sweden as an 
incentive to join the alliance against the French. 

 

After his service in the West Indies Edward was 
promoted to Ship’s Masters Mate and boarded the 
H.M.S. Helena under Captain Henry Montrepors for 
his passage back to England on 20th November, 1812, 
arriving back in England on 12th January, 1813, 
having been away from home for over six years. 
Edward Bedwell was able to visit his family and enjoy 
his very short leave until 3rd February, 1813, when he 
boarded a vessel as midshipman under Captain 
Thomas Barclay and set sail for Halifax (Edward 
describes this as the North American station). Here he 
served over 15 months, changing ships to the H.M.S. 
la Hogue under Captain Hon. T.B. Chapel before 
becoming the Master’s Mate on the La Pique bound 
again for the Leeward Islands, this time under Captain 
Hon. Anthony Maitland on 9th August, 1814.  
 

Having studied, Edward received a commission as a 
lieutenant when he returned to England in February 
1815. Edward must have wondered about all their time 
and effort in the West Indies when later he would hear 
that after the Treaty of Paris, 14th May, 1814, 

Guadeloupe was given back to the French only to be 
retaken once again by the British on 10th August, 
1815. He was, however, by this stage, back in England.  
 

It is interesting to note that several of the areas where 
Edward served i.e. Martinique, Guadeloupe and St. 
Martins in the West Indies created currencies using, to 
a large degree, holed or cut portions of the Spanish 
American silver 8 reales after the British took over. 
Many of the silver 
coins circulated into 
South East Asia and 
China and were usually 
extensively marked by 
the Chinese merchants 
and bankers (right). 
These ‘pieces’ were 
then counter-stamped 
with some special mark 
to identify each one 
with a certain island or area with each ‘piece’ 
circulating at a higher value than for the silver metal 
itself. Local island officials, often the governor, would 
set values on the proposed series of ‘bits and pieces’. 
The higher value of the cut pieces and the cutting of 
the coins into pieces was done in the hope that they 
would remain circulating on the various islands, 
however invariably any silver was just collected and 
taken back to England or Europe in payment for goods 
left on the islands. This cut ‘necessity money’ was 
often short-lived wherever it was issued after 
invariably being ‘manufactured’ under difficult 
conditions. It must be pointed out also that many of 
these pieces were counterfeited by local and 
contemporary forgers. Martinique also carried out the 
practice of cutting Spanish silver dollars, these being 
cut into quarters at various times and by various 
authorities. Many Spanish American 4 and 2 reales had 
a heart shape punched out of them, the leftover ‘bit’ 
also being pressed into service as ‘2 bits’. A ‘crowned 
heart’ counterstamp was also used on coins from other 
nations as was an ‘M’ indicating that it was for use in 
Martinique. 
 

The year after Guadeloupe was captured and came 
under the control of the British Government, local 

British authorities 
ordered the counter 
stamping of all full 
weight gold coins. 
The action by the 
British Government 
and its Navy in the 
area of the West 
Indies would see the 

eventual overseeing of the St Vincent quarter dollar 
with interlaced ‘SV’ counterstamps. 
 

Edward later told his family about when he was in 
charge of “the prize brig Nancy” where he described 
that he “was in the most imminent peril from a 
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mutiny”. Bedwell was in command of this vessel from 
New London to Bermuda, where several men mutinied 
and the “men would have thrown me overboard.”  
 

Later, at a court martial held on board H.M.S. la 
Hogue in Halifax Harbour, Michael Connor was 
sentenced to receive “300 lashes around the fleet, to be 
sent to England in irons and there be confined for the 
space of 3 years in any of His Majesty’s solitary 
prisons.” A co-mutineer, William Bowdell, received 
200 lashes and two years “similar confinement” for 
mutinous conduct. Later Edward was wounded and 
wrote: - “On 31st May following (1814) in the Yawl of 
the said ship (la Hogue) attempting to cut out an 
Enemy’s vessel under Long Island received two 
gunshot wounds, one in the right hand, another in the 
thigh neither of which balls could be extracted and still 
suffering from these wounds have since been 
prevented from engaging in active service at sea.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward Parker Bedwell in later years 
 

Initially many Navies cared little for their men 
wounded in action and were ‘pensioned off’. Edward 
wrote:- “Received a pecuniary compensation from 
Greenwich Hospital and also from the Patriotic Fund 
(received 28th July, 1815) instead of annual pension 
for these wounds, as by the regulations then existing a 
Midshipman’s pension ceased on his being promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant. Was peculiarly unfortunate 
in accepting these pecuniary compensations instead of 
the annual pension then offered to my choice; because 
within a very short time afterwards the Prince Regent 
was pleased by order in Council to direct that 
‘Pensions of wounded officers should continue and 
increase with their rank.’ Having received a 
compensation I was precluded the advantage of a 
regulation which would have assured me one for life of 
at least two shillings and sixpence per day, the loss of 
which now presses heavily on me, from being unable 
to engage in active service at sea in consequence of the 
said wounds.’ 

Edward did get on with his life and despite associated 
problems married Harriett Drew on 5th November, 
1830, in the village of Pettistree, Suffolk, England. The 
couple had four children Heriot Percy, Edward Parker 
II, Frederick Le Breton and Hyacinth Lynn. Edward’s 
medal was kept, and still is, in its purple velvet-lined 
case with his name, rank and date on it. It is still 
treasured by members of his family. He was entitled to 
and received three bars on his medal which are from 
top to bottom - “Boat Service - 8 April, 1814”, 
“Guadeloupe” and ”Off the Pearl Rock.” Boat Service 
bars were issued with the Naval General Service 
Medal for what were termed Boat Actions. The words 
‘Boat Actions’ separate the month and the year they 
were awarded on the bar. These bars were sanctioned 
only for occasions on which an officer received 
promotion, usually the leader of the action or 
expedition concerned. Edward Bedwell’s Boat Service 
bar is dated for an action on 8th April, 1814, when His 
Majesty’s ships Boxer, Endymion, Maidstone and 
Edward’s ship la Hogue destroyed twenty-seven 
vessels, dockyards and a considerable amount of stores 
up the Connecticut River. 
 

The ‘Guadeloupe’ bar was for action in the West 
Indies over January and February 1810 for the capture 
of the Island of Guadeloupe. The lower bar with the 
words ‘Off the Pearl Rock’ was awarded for the 
destruction of the French frigate Cyne off the Pearl 
Rock, Martinique on 13th December, 1808. Edward 
Parker Bedwell died at Samares in the Jersey Channel 
Islands on 5th October, 1854, where the family had 
property. Edward was aged 63 when he passed away 
and he fortunately had lived long enough to receive his 
medal. 
 

Thanks to Alec Bedwell, BDHS Member, from family 
notes and information.  

ooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooo 
 

CEW  BEAN  - AN  UNRECOGNISED  
BATHURSTIAN 

 

The photo on the next page is of the AIF Camp at 
Meena in Egypt in 1915 where Bathurstian Charles 
Edwin Woodrow Bean had his war correspondent belle 
tent accomodation.  
 

When Charles was ten-years-old he was taken by his 
schoolteacher father to the museum room in the Hotel 
du Musée, near the battlefield of Waterloo. Fascinated 
by the battel relics he fancied he would later open his 
own museum. Little would he have known he would 
establish the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.  
 

He was born in Bathurst, on 18th November, 1879, and 
was in England for his education before he won a 
scholarship to Hertford College in Oxford. Bean later 
decided to become a journalist and he joined the 
Sydney Morning Herald in June 1908. 
 

One early assignments was as exclusive journalist on 
‘HMS Powerful’, the flagship of the of the Royal Navy 
squadron on the Australian station.  
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With the gathering crisis in Europe in June 1914 he 
was tasked with writing a daily commentary on the 
impending emergency, which would end up 
dominating his life. Luckily Charles won the ballot 
that the Australian Journalists Association was 
conducting to get the job as Australia’s official war 

correspondent. The young reporter was a civilian but 
held the honorary rank of captain to do his job. 
Leaving Australia almost immediately he sailed to 
Egypt with the first contingent of the AIF, where he 
had a belle tent with the Light Horsemen in Maadi 
Camp near Cairo (see long photo above). He ended up 
landing on Gallipoli at 10 am on 25th April, and 
quickly won the ANZACs Admiration. He was 
wounded in the leg during August, however he 
wouldn’t leave. He sent stories and articles back to 
Australia constantly. 
 

On the battlefields Bean had observed that the Aussie 
diggers were fervent hoarders of souvenirs and thought 
how they might go to establish a museum when the 
war was over – a memorial housing battle relics and 
commemorating the fallen.  
 

In May 1917 the Australian War Records Section was 
established to collect relics and photos for the 
museum. Despite the war ending, Bean in early 1919, 
headed back to the Gallipoli peninsula as the head of 
the Australian Historical Mission. They collected and 
wrote down Turkish accounts of the failed campaign. 
They also noted the condition of the various war 
graves before returning to Australia. Bean’s second 
ambition came to fruition with the opening of the 
Australian War Memorial on 11th November, 1941. 
By then the Second World War was in its third year. 

 

He became chairman of the Board of Management of 
the War Memorial in 1951. Bean was described as shy, 
brave, and held in high regard by many.  
 

 

The 1901 – 1951 large medal commemorating the 
Jubilee of the Commonwealth of Australia was 
awarded to Dr. Charles E.W. Bean and posthumously 
to Ben Chifley. These are rare. The design was done 
by John Wolfgang Elischer for his depiction of a man 
hand-sowing wheat on the obverse. The reverse has 
our nation’s Coat of Arms with the word ‘Australia’ 
and ‘presented by the Commonwealth Government to’ 
with the recipient’s name engraved on it, then ‘To 
commemorate the Jubilee of the Commonwealth of 
Australia 1951’. The obverse can be seen left and the 
named reverse, above.    
    

By 1964 Charles Bean’s health was declining and he 
was admitted to Concord Repatriation Hospital and 
remained there until he died in August 1968. 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

CONSCRIPTION  IN  BATHURST 
DURING  WORLD  WAR  ONE 

 

This December will 
coincide with the 
controversial ‘Death 
Ballot’ held twice, the 
first on 20th December, 
1916 and again in 1917. 
The much argued 
conscription debate in 
and around Bathurst 
continued for much of 
the First World War 
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which ended a century ago.  
  

After the outbreak of WWI the numbers of men 
volunteering to enlist for the Australian Imperial 
Forces was so great that many of the recruitment 
officers were forced to turn individuals away. But as 
the war continued and the casualty rates intensified the 
volunteer numbers dropped off.   
 

Labor Prime Minister Billy Hughes was adamant about 
conscription and single handed decided on a 
referendum. He wanted Government power to force 
young men to fight overseas. His announcement 
incited fierce debate and split up families, relations and 
friends. On 28th October, 1916, the proposal was 
narrowly defeated. As enlistment fell further Hughes 
called for another referendum in 1917. All sides 
produced leaflets as the newspaper cartoonists turned 
out ‘caricatures’ on the subject of ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.  

 
William Morris Hughes, better known as “Billy” who 
stirred up the “Yes and No” question about 
conscription had the support of the many volunteers 
overseas. He was a Welshman who had been born in 
London in 1862, the same year that Bathurst was 
attempting to form a Municipal Council. In 1884, after 
training to be a school teacher, William emigrated to 
Australia and a decade later was elected to the New 
South Wales Legislative Assembly. He later sat for the 
Commonwealth Parliament running for the seat of 
West Sydney. When World War One broke out in 
1914 he became the Prime Minister of Australia.   
 

With the war getting bogged down in France and 
Belgium, and the debacle of Gallipoli fresh in the 
minds of many, Billy Hughes was invited to London 
by the British Government for personal talks and find 

out a few facts. Newspapers at the time carried the 
names of thousands a week who were killed and 
wounded.  Early in 1916 he sailed for England and 
then insisted that he make a tour of the Western Front 
to hear things for himself and ‘direct from the men.’ 
 

The Australian troops were very impressed that their 
Prime Minister would visit them and soon dubbed him 
the “Little Digger”. Imperial General Staff in England 
had requested a boost in troop numbers to some 16,500 
each month. Billy Hughes was convinced that 
conscription was the only way it could be done to get 
more young men for service overseas. 
 

The Germans had been preparing for war for some 
time and had over 7,710,000 reasonably well prepared 
men when war was declared whereas the England and 
the Allies had some 11,325,000 men made up of 
mainly part-time and some full time service personnel.  
 

Billy Hughes sailed for home just after Great Britain 
had introduced conscription in May which was not 
long before our Prime Minister sailed south. Like 
politicians today Billy Hughes didn’t inform the 
Australian Labour Party he intended to hold a 
referendum so they turned against him. In view of this 
he later decided to form a new political party, the 
Nationalist Party, in order to remain in office.  

 

The “Yes” or “No” campaign soon looked like a 
political campaign arousing many to take a stand, one 
way or another. Most mothers didn’t want their 
husbands and sons forced to serve in the army. All 
sorts of lies were bandied about to try to reinforce one 
or other’s point of view. Various groups weighed into 
the foray and the churches had their say.  
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With the Western Front bogged down and little being 
gained, other than the large list of casualties especially 
during 1917, and the War Office wanting still more 
reinforcements, Billy Hughes decided to try a second 
time. The political parties and various groups went at it 
again and in Bathurst in early December 1917, 
Lieutenant E. Curtis, a returned soldier, addressed a 
meeting of returned men at the Hathrop Red Cross 
home making a strong appeal to the men to vote ‘Yes’  
and save Australia’s honour. The following motion 
was carried unanimously, “That we, the members of 
the Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Universal Service 
Association, Bathurst Branch, desire it to be publically 
known that we are voting in favour of conscription 
because we have been abroad and know that the 
situation is so serious that all other matters must sink 
before this demand for reinforcements.” Lieutenant 
Curtis later addressed a meeting of both the branches 
of Bathurst and Kelso Red Cross Societies.   
 

The 20th December, 1917, was set down for Australian 
residents of legal age to vote again. In the end the 
outcome was similar to the first with 1,181,747 voting 
against and 1,015,159 voting ‘yes’. The conscription 
vote had lost once more so Australia didn’t establish 
the draft.   

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

WHAT  IS  OUR  MYSTERY  ITEM? 

 

The mystery item this issue actually served a double 
purpose. It was made of metal, easily fitted into one’s 
pocket and useful.  See page 14 for the answer. 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

 MAULING FRITZ – BATHURSTIAN’S ACCOUNT 
 

 
 

A postcard from the Western Front, above. The 
following account appeared on 14th October, 1918, in 
The Bathurst Times. Pte. William Neave, whose death 

has since been reported, writing to his father, Mr. 
Neave, of the Bathurst Technical College, on August 
12, stated: “I expect long before you get this you will 
have seen the account of our offensive. It is the first 
time in the history of the war that the whole of the 
Australian divisions have taken part in an offensive on 
such a scale, and all together. It was a great stunt. 
Though my battalion did not actually see any of the 
fighting, we were following up hard on the heels of the 
others as they advanced. The battalion was assembled 
in a wheat field at a certain point (August 8) awaiting 
the kick-off. At zero time the barrage started, and we 
knew that the fellows in the front line had hopped the 
bags and were well into Fritz. We were well back from 
the actual fighting, and so we stood and watched our 
barrage and saw the guns flash and heard the shells 
whizzing overhead. We knew that Jerry was getting it 
in the neck. The hop-over started about 4.20 in the 
morning. Other Australian divisions were well into it, 
and had carried their first objective by the time we 
began to move. We were a reserve battalion for the 
others, and the job allotted to us was to keep moving 
up as the others advanced. Everything in the garden 
was lovely, so there was no need to call us into 
action.” 
 

“It was a Red Letter day for us! Each man had to carry 
a blanket, or overcoat, waterproof sheet, red flare (used 
to show airmen our position and how far we had 
advanced) bombs beaucoup (pronounced bo-coo), 
ammunition, two sand-bags, two tins of bully beef, 
biscuits, bread, tea and sugar, etc. What with an extra 
water bottle, and other gear we looked like a Christmas 
tree. I heard one follow say ‘he wished he had a few 
more corners on which he could hang a few more 
things.’ We were soon going over the ground which a 
few hours before belonged to Fritz. As we advanced 
the Hun prisoners begun to trickle back in a steady 
stream and if looks were anything to go by our barrage 
hadn’t agreed with them too well. We kept Jerry busy 
carrying out our wounded, and not until the last man 
was brought in, were they allowed to bring in their 
own.” 
 

“Some of the Hun wounded were in a pretty bad way. 
One fellow had had an argument with one of our tanks, 
and had got hit in the neck. When they brought him in 
on the stretcher he was sitting up, (it would have been 
dangerous to lay down owing to the nature of the 
wound) rather an awkward position to be carried over 
miles of rough country. The Hun prisoners looked a 
rag time crowd. I saw one Fritz myself take a picture 
of the Kaiser out of his pocket, tear it up, and stamp on 
it. Every time we passed some prisoners, you’d hear 
some of our fellows sing out, “Well! Do you think 
we’re winning, Fritz?” but Fritz didn't see the point.” 
 

“The Australians on the first day of the offensive 
advanced six miles. That was three miles beyond their 
original objective and might have gone further if the 
left flank held by Tommies hadn’t been held up. I 



 11 
think the total number of prisoners taken by us is 
5,700, and 105 guns. The fifth division took a 12 inch 
gun on an armoured train with gun crew. I saw an 
actual photo of it taken off one of the prisoners. It’s 
some gun. We also took a complete train, the engine 
being blown up by a shell, just us, they were trying to 
get away. There was a tale going round that they got 
three German sisters of the nursing staff, but I can't say 
how true it is. The latest I heard to-day is the number 
of prisoners has reached 17,000.” 
 

“Between 200 and 300 guns have been taken, 
including one of heavy calibre trench mortars, and 
machine guns in large numbers, also immense 
quantities of stores and material of all descriptions, 
including a complete railway train and other rolling 
stock. Our casualties were exceptionally light. The 
French on their part have taken 4000 prisoners and 
their casualties, like ours, are particularly light. The 
immediate effect of the offensive is that it has rendered 
the Amiens front secure against attack. The tanks took 
an active part in the stunt and did exceedingly well.” 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

MONEY  FOR  THE  OVERSEAS  TROOPS  
COMFORT  PARCELS 

  

During the Great War there were many patriotic funds, 
benevolent societies and charities as well as other 
groups that were 
established to raise and 
organise money from the 
general public and 
businesses in Bathurst. 
The initial aim was to 
support the various 
servicemen and troops of 
our nation’s allies.  
 

Various Bathurst and 
district organisations 
arranged and co-
ordinated all types of 
fund raising efforts 
which included bazaars, 
fetes, street stalls, 
sporting events, dances, penny trails, raffles, guessing 
competitions, movies picture nights, concerts, cake 
stalls, lotteries and anything basically that people could 
come up with which would bring in income. There 
were the promoted special days which often 
commenced with a street procession, with a fete and 
entertainment afterwards where people donated goods 
and stalls were set up to sell them.  
 

In the local Bathurst newspapers I note that large sums 
could be raised and there are estimates from World 
War One that over some £12 million was raised in 
NSW. This was used for various projects such as 
comfort and clothing packages, the rehabilitation of 
servicemen and women as well as relief funds for 
widows, children and other civilians in war torn areas.   

 

It seems that the Australian Government wanted some 
control over the fundraising though this didn’t happen 
effectively. Collector’s badges were made available for 
various differing appeals including repatriation of 
soldiers. Permits were also required but most people 
were more intent on fundraising, not protocols.  
 

World War One appeals included France’s Day, Allies 
Day, the Belgian Relief Fund, Croix Rose Day, 
ANZAC Remembrance Appeal, War Day, numerous 
Patriotic Funds, including Bathurst Blinded Soldiers 
and Sailors Hostel, Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund 
and many other war veteran appeals. Some appeals 
were only local rather than national.  
 

Eight Hour Day marches were still prominent before, 
during and after WWI and they would hold sports 
events and entertainment and donate to wounded 
soldiers’ comforts.  During WWI money was raised on 
Australia Day which went to various organisations 
such as wounded soldiers, widows and orphans groups 
as well as Soldier’s groups.  Some events targeted 
raising funds for certain parts of the armed forces such 
as Jack's Day were the funds raised helped those men 
who served in both the Navy and the Mercantile 
Marines. With the shortage of sand bags to protect the 
diggers in the trenches on the front a special Sand Bag 
Day was held in December 1915. 

 

In World War Two 
there were such 
funds as the 
Prisoner of War 
Fund, Chinese 
Comforts Fund, 
Navy League, War 
Chest, Tin Hat 
Day, Food for 
Britain, Red Cross, 
Legacy, the 
Australian 
Comforts Fund and 
The Hospital 
Saturday Appeals. 
ACF (Australian 
Comforts Fund), 

Sailors’ Day, Soldiers’ Poppy Day and Airmens’ Day.  
 

Button Day appeals were constantly used, and still are 
used, to raise funds for particular causes. Usually the 
buttons or ‘tinnies’ were mass produced and local 
committees would buy a certain number of the badges, 
returning what was not sold. By the selling of tinnies it 
helped also to improve morale here in Australia for the 
general public. Often these badges and pins were 
collected and attached to strips of leather or material 
whilst many ended up in boxes or up on top of a 
cupboard in case they were worth something later, or 
to give to the grandchildren!    
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MINIATURE  FLAGS  SOLD  TO  RAISE  
LOCAL  MONEY  FOR  BELGIUM  DAY 

 
Bathurst had a very compassionate nature for much of 
World War One. The Belgium miniature cloth flag 
(above) was sold for 1d to raise money for Belgium 
Day being held in Bathurst and surrounding villages 
over one hundred years ago. These small flags are 
collectable souvenirs of the Great War.  
 

Prior to Belgian Day Councillor Brownlow, President 
of the Abercrombie Shire, presided over a well-
attended and enthusiastic meeting of ladies and 
gentlemen in the Council 
Chambers at Rockley, for 
the main purpose of 
initiating a Belgian Day 
for Rockley and district. 
Mr. J.E. Larnach offered 
£10, while others also 
offered cash, others 
offered sheep, chaff, bags 
of potatoes, jam and other 
produce. They were 
aiming to make £100.  
 

In the lead up to the 
Belgiun Day activities by 
Bathurst and district residents were kept up to date 
with regular reports in the National Advocate. Already 
the committee had commenced conducting raffles, 
having been instructed that they were to be conducted 
with a minimum of expense and the whole of the 
proceeds were to go to the Belgian Fund. One 
condition placed on the activity was that there was to 
be no raffling in the streets. 
 

The concept of the Belgiun Relief Fund was originally 
an America idea which was to despatch food supplies 
and associated comforts to those areas in Belgium and 
northern France that were occupied by the Germans 
during the Great War 1914 – 1918. Many there were 
suffering food shortages and faced imminent 
starvation. The German authorities were hostile about 
the blockade the British Government had placed on 
them, this they stated was Britain’s fault that the 
Belgian people needed food.  
 

The image below was taken on Belgiun Day in May 

1915 and shows the “Edgley Group” all dressed up and 
posing in front of a four-wheeled wagon from Edgley’s 
store in William Street. It is harnessed to one of 
Edgley’s draught horses named ‘Elsa’. Whoever came 
up with the theme for the float is unknown however 
the variety of costumes compliments the military 
theme. Girls are dressed up as nurses and the boys 
represent conflicts such as the Boer War, Maori Wars, 
Battle of the Nile, Indian Wars, French Foreign 
Legion, as well as two Australian Infantry Force 
stretcher bearers to the right. Numerous flags are being 
carried to make what would have been a very colourful 
group on the day.  
 

Edgleys was situated in lower William Street, between 
Durham and Howick Streets. It was on a site originally 
purchased by Mr. William Mears in 1867.  Mears was 
later bought out by Mr. G.A. Wray in 1874 and finally 
purchased by Mr. L. Edgley.  Edgleys became a major 
retailer in Bathurst and a competitor of the Webb’s 
Emporium located in George Street. Edgleys stocked 
most household items – groceries, general produce, 
ironmongery, crockery and glassware and claimed to 
be leading dressmakers, drapers, clothiers and 
milliners in the region.   
 

On 1st September, 
1925, the Western 
Stores merged with 
Edgleys in Bathurst 
and Orange.  The 
deal was handled 
by Bathurst’s 
Western Stores 
manager Mr. E.C. 
Murray and Mr. 
E.C. Stiffe. It was 
decided to rename 
the group for now 
‘The Western 

Stores and Edgleys Ltd.’   
 

The Bathurst Belgian Relief Fund Committee ladies 
also collected used clothing to send to occupied France 
and Belgium. The committee bought 1,000 pounds of 
flour from Tremain’s Flour Mill to send to Belgium. 
At least one flour bag came back to Bathurst all 
embroidered (in the Belgium flag colours of red, 
yellow and black) by a schoolgirl as a souvenir from 
the front. The maker had thanked the Australians for 
defending their country. The souvenir was surrounded 
by some pre-used lace.   
 

The newspaper described the procession float: - “The 
Allies display was done by the employees of Messrs. 
L. Edgley and caught the eye readily with its fixed 
bayonets guard composed of types of all the allied 
armies and mounted rear guard bringing up a group of 
Red Cross nurses, among whom the symbolic bulldog 
was conspicuous.”  
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Bathurstians didn’t take long to answer the call to help 
these victims of war. There was a generous offer 
received from some of the prisoners at the Bathurst 
Gaol, who had a little money of their own and they 
expressed a wish to make a contribution to the Belgian 
Relief Fund. The matter was referred to the 
Comptroller-General of Prisoners who replied that 
while he much appreciated the spirit which prompted 
the offer, he thought that it would not be fair to take 
advantage of it. He requested the Governor of Bathurst 
Gaol to thank those who had volunteered to give to the 
Fund.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

ENVELOPES TO MRS. J.R STEWART 

 
The Mrs. Stewart that these two cream envelopes or 
covers, as philatelists refer to them, are addressed to 
was a Miss Dorothy Evelyn Dray, though most called 
her Eve. She was the second wife of James R.B. 
Stewart and the couple lived at Mount Pleasant in the 
Parish of Mount Pleasant, County of Bathurst, Now 
called Abercrombie House, and owned by the Morgan 
family.   
 

James was born in Sydney on 11th July, 1913, the year 
before World War One started. After devoting a good 
deal of his time in Europe he went to High School in 
Australia before registering for a school in Cambridge, 
he was now aged 17. He then went on to Cambridge 
University.  
 

He came into a considerable amount of money when 
his mother died in January 1932 so he decide to return 
to England via Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. His first 
marriage took place in July 1935 when he married 
Eleanor Neal, the couple sailing to Australia for their 
honeymoon.    
 

In early January in 1936 it saw the couple excavating 
and accumulating old pottery and other antiquities in 
Cyprus. In May 1940 James joined the British Army 
only to be captured in Israel some 18 months later by 
the Germans. He became a POW until war’s end 
before the American forces found him and he was 
flown back to England in April 1945.  
 

James decided to return to Australia for a short visit in 
1947 and planned to visit Cyprus enroute. By chance 

he met a young lady named Dorothy Evelyn (Eve) 
Dray. The two were of similar age, liked Cyprus and 
enjoyed searching for artefacts so brought her back too 
– ‘to be his assistant’. His plans changed. 
 

James became a lecturer in the History Department at 
The University of Sydney, soon convincing the 
Chancellor that a Department of Archaeology was 
required. This was duly done in 1948. James then 
decided he would divorce his first wife Eleanor and 
marry Eve, the latter happening in 1951, before driving 
back to Mount Pleasant on Ophir Road at Bathurst.  
 

Here James and Eve established their laboratory and 
laid out their massive library. University students 
visited the large two storied Victorian Tudor style 
residence to gain practical experience. Having grown 
up in Cairo Eve was a great asset to James. Eve would 
meet students at the Bathurst Railway Station and 
drive them out to Mount Pleasant in their car.  

 

In one airmail letter (above) to Miss E. Mills at 
Milford-on-Sea on 8th October, 1952. Part of the letter 
says “We had 3 of Jim’s pupils up here – from Friday 
to Monday to get ‘practical instruction’ – a full 
house!”  
 

Finally appointed Professor of Near Eastern Studies in 
1960 James and Eve were doing what they loved until 
tragedy struck, James died on Tuesday 6th February, 
1962, at Bathurst, he was aged 48. Eve continued for 
another fifty years to accomplish what James started.   

 

Eve’s covers above left and right, are both using The 
University of Sydney envelopes, with each addressed 
to her at Mount Pleasant, Bathurst. N.S.W. Both were 
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cancelled at Bathurst in 1954 and are considered ‘First 
Day Covers’. One issue was for the Telegraph 
Centenary and the other of the Railway Centenary.   
 

So was Eve a stamp collector? Chris Morgan doesn’t 
think so.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS  IN  1911 
 

In 1911 I wonder what you could purchase for 
Christmas presents in Bathurst. J.R. & A. Jones, of the 
Book Arcade, which had been established in 1846, had 
an advertisement in the Bathurst newspaper. They 
were advertising silver-plated goods, a quality a little 
better than the best usually sold in country towns, and 
at less than Sydney prices.  

They had in stock bread boards, cake trays, candle 
sticks, ink stands, vases, chop dishes, vegetable dishes, 
breakfast cruets, butter dishes and slabs, jam dishes, 
toast racks, honey jars, sugar basins, stud boxes, hair 
brushes and combs, photo frames, mirrors, hat pin 
stands, match boxes, pen holders and pencil cases. 
They also had many other novel and useful lines, 
suitable for Christmas presents.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

Letter to the Editor… Dear Alan McRae, 
 

Thanks very much for the newsletter which I read with 
great interest. I was hoping I might find mention of my 
great-great grandfather, Frederick Morgan, pardoned 
convict, who had the Spreadeagle Inn in Bathurst 
about 1840 as well as being a draper, coach operator 
and gold dealer. After seven children he and Emma 
Woodward were married in the Bathurst Catholic 
Church on 24th April, 1851. In all other respects they 
were Church of England. 
 

He was tried in the Supreme Court for selling gold 
knowing it to be stolen, and acquitted. He then moved 
to Tenterfield where he was again the licensee of an 
inn. There his eldest daughter (one of 16 children), 
from whom I descend, married Alfred Canning the 
Postmaster and Registrar of BDM and who later 
became an MLA for East Perth, WA. Three sons went 
on to own the goldmine they called Mt. Morgan. 
 

Fred Morgan was what is now known as a colourful 
identity. He died in Randwick, Sydney in 1886 in the 
home, Morganville, of his son Thomas Squire Morgan, 

one of the Mt Morgan brothers. He was buried 
originally in the Sands cemetery at Devonshire St. 
Surry Hills. When Central Railway Station was built 
over the cemetery he and Emma's remains were moved 
to the old Anglican section, Rookwood, where I and 
other descendants erected a suitable headstone 
recently. All hail the pioneers!!!! 
 

My best for all the coming celebrations. John H Fysh 
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

● Molybdenite was mined at nearby Yetholme, about 
half way from Lithgow to Bathurst, during World War 
One till 1920 with several mines established. Mount 
Tennyson Molybdenite Company, on the property 
‘Mount Tennyson’ and The Mammoth Molybdenite 
Mines Limited both established their own smelters 
onsite. The mineral was used as an alloying element in 
armour plate steel. Demand for alloy steels during 
World War I caused tungsten demand to soar, severely 
straining its supply. With the elevated price it was now 
possible to reopen old mines as well as new mines.  

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

WHAT  IS  OUR  MYSTERY  ITEM - ANSWER  
 

The mystery item is actually something that a tourist 
photographer would find handy when they were sold in 
the 1890s. It is a combination focusing eye piece or 
glass as well as a convenient telescopic metallic cup to 
drink out of. It was very handy, compact and came in a 
metal case with screw cover. 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


