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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Half the year has passed us already and there has been 
a good deal going on within the Society as usual. Even 
more is coming up between now and Christmas, so I 
encourage everyone to come along to be part of the 
varying events.  
 

A number of the Society’s members took part in the 
various activities at the ‘Rebellion on the Turon’ with 
plenty of excitement taking place out at the village of 
Sofala. The live cannon firing always attracts a good 
crowd with Andrew Gee, our Federal Member for 
Calare on hand. It’s was a great day for children and 
there was plenty to do. At 10am on Saturday morning 

the Riot Act and 
declaration of Martial 
Law took place. An 
opening shot was fired 
from an authentic 
1820s cannon to mark 
two days of gold rush 
era re-enactments and 
festivities.  
 

Left- Jeff McSpedden 
was there riding his 
rabbiter’s pushbike. 
Across the weekend 
there were exhibition 
stalls, Cobb & Co 
coach rides, penny 

farthings, pistol and sword duels, a working 
blacksmith, and plenty of old 
style games for the numerous 
children. There was a 1850s 
goldfield surgeon on hand, 
complete with numerous 
items of colonial medical 
equipment and early 
medicines, remedial medical 
books, and the ‘doc’ dressed 
up to play the part.  
 

Many willingly joined into 
the re-enactments as 
prospectors confronted the 
troopers. The ‘townspeople’ were ‘held up’ by 
bushrangers throughout the weekend. The ‘Redcoats’ 
roamed Sofala harassing the many visitors to take out a 
gold license as the prospectors in the 1850s were 
forced to do, even if they had found no gold that 
month, these being available from the Gold 

Commissioner.  
 

There were a number of 
early trades operating and 
displaying over the two 
days. Jeff McSpedden was 
there demonstrating how 
to make the old wooden 
buckets, something that 
the village’s cooper would 
have done. In days gone 
by, the wooden buckets 
were comprised of a 
number of sections of 
timber, cut and planed to 
the correct angles so they 
fitted together and held by 

metal rings made by a blacksmith. A tied rope handle 
completed the traditional method. Most of these 
buckets in the early days were used to carry water. 

 

Recently Brian McGrath and John Judge gave a very 
interesting muster talk on the Oddfellows Hall in 
Keppel Street, also known as the Bathurst Hall. John 
spoke about the history of the building through the 
decades whilst Brian gave his personal experiences 
concerning the premises as he has owned it for a good 
while.   

 

Photo above – returned servicemen on ANZAC Day 
1934, the first time after the carillon was finished.  
 

Anzac Day 2018 in Bathurst dawned bright and sunny, 
and a good crowd turned out for the Parade and 
Service.  This year the service faced George Street to 
accommodate the number of people, which in the past 
few years, continues to grow. The Parade this year was 
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led by servicewomen for the first time, followed by the 
stirring sounds of the pipe band.  The Macquarie Male 
Singers performed with songs, anthems and hymns to 
celebrate the occasion. 
 

Following the service, the crowd was entertained by a 
program of music from the Carillon. It is always a 
delight to hear the bells being played.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

NSW GOVERNMENT AWARD 

 

Bathurst District Historical Society Vice President 
Alan McRae receiving the New South Wales 
Government Citizenship Award from Paul Toole, State 
Member for Bathurst, Minister for Lands and Forestry, 
Minister for Racing and representing the Premier of 
NSW Gladys Berejiklian. Alan is involved with 
several Bathurst and National organisations as well as 
producing numerous historical articles and newsletters 
over many years.  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

BATHURST  HERITAGE  AWARDS  DINNER 
 

The Bathurst Macquarie Heritage Medal and Bathurst 
Region Heritage Awards took place on Saturday 5th 
May at Carrington House in Keppel Street. 

 

Above- Sandy Bathgate, Alan McRae, Kim Nguyen 
and Janaka Weeraratne with their presentations carried 
out by Bathurst Mayor Graham Hanger. Sandy 
Bathgate with his wife Samantha came equal first for 
their ‘convict quarters’ and Kim Nguyen and Janaka 

Weeraratne for doing up their historical residence at 13 
Morrissett Street. Alan McRae’s award was for the 
historical articles in the Western Advocate each week 
along with other historical writings and work. 
  

After the local awards were presented the Bathurst 
Macquarie Heritage Medal candidates were 
introduced. The medal is a nationally recognised 
annual prize awarding $25,000 to an individual who 
demonstrates an outstanding contribution to the 
protection or promotion of Australia’s built, social, 
cultural or environmental heritage.  
 

Mr. Gianfranco Cresciani was the final winner of the 
prestigious 2018 Bathurst Macquarie Heritage Medal. 
Dr Cresciani was one of four finalists in contention for 
the medal, and he has been honoured for his work in 
the protection, understanding and promotion of 
Australia’s Italo-Australian heritage. 
 

The Bathurst Branch of the National Trust is certainly 
to be congratulated on their presentation evening. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
  

“GETTING  HITCHED – 200 YEARS  OF  
WEDDING  GOWNS  AND  PARAPHERNALIA” 

EXHIBITION – A  GREAT  SUCCESS 
 

Commencing with a most successful Official Opening 
by the Mayor of Bathurst, Councillor Graham Hanger, 
on 1st May until it closed in the Bathurst Memorial 
Entertainment Centre on the 13th, this impressive 
display attracted great numbers each day. The display 
showcased wedding gowns from the oldest wedding 
dress in Australia dated 1875 to an outfit worn in 2005. 
All dresses were locally worn wedding garments from 
the Society’s collection.  

It was a tremendous 
amount of work for our 
Society’s Textile Curators, 
Judy Attard, Elaine 
Holland and Lorraine 
Casey, along with other 
helpers, who planned and 
worked for months on the 
project. The exhibition 
drew hundreds of 
favourable comments 
from visitors who came 
from throughout New 

South Wales, Queensland, Victoria and the ACT. 

 

The exhibition was well set out, captioned and 
displayed, many with the owner’s original wedding 
photo and history. All garments were extensively 
researched as to who owned the dresses during which 
time any interesting facts emerged. The stage was the 
location for an early wedding car, all decked out as it 
would have been on the bride’s wedding day.  
 

It was surprising how much wedding paraphernalia 
was able to be displayed and is a credit to the family 
members to not give in and just ‘toss it all out’ as 
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happens so much these days, unfortunately. Numerous 
glass display cases housed hundreds of items from the 
past that were associated with the local weddings.   
 

Photo – Karol Coles and 
Christine Lynch, daughters of 
Myrtle Naylor with the four 
display cases of their mothers 
wedding memorabilia – it 
comprises items from her 
engagement through to her 
honeymoon. Items such as 
train tickets, postcards, photos, 
calendars, hair clips, letters, 
even a popular at the time 
Ashelford’s aerated cordial 
bottle with a pink ribbon 
attached, were kept lovingly 
by Myrtle. Myrtle often wrote notes in pencil on 
brochures from places where she and her husband had 
visited.     

 

Photo – Judy Attard with Diane and Peter Simmonds 
from Mudgee who were representing Lloyd Maloney 
at the Official Opening. Lloyd is from Townsville and 
had loaned Val Maloney’s wedding dress from 1971.  
 

Congratulations to all who assisted and well done 
ladies and gents, all volunteers, on a wonderful 
exhibition. 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

NOTICE  OF  ANNUAL  GENERAL  

MEETING 
 

All members are hereby informed that - The AGM of 

the Bathurst District Historical Society will take place 

on Thursday 16th August in the Uniting Church 

Activities Hall (between the church and the 1837 

Hall) in William Street, opposite Machattie Park with 

a 6pm start. This will be followed by the Monthly 

muster Terry Hickson and Jon Maclean at 7.30pm 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

Please note that the Monthly Musters are held now 
at the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the 
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street, 

opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the 
public with a 7.30pm start. There is a tradition of 
having supper afterwards and people are requested 
to bring a plate of goodies for supper. A donation 
box will be available if you wish to assist with the 
costs of renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

21st June – (Thursday) Muster – Guest Speaker Phil 
Hammon will talk on the ‘Forgotten Technologies on 
Mining Railways’. Phil has a great experience since 
his father, Harry, and aunt purchased the lease of the 
Katoomba Colliery Limited. John Britty North, was 
the original owner who opened up the coal and shale 
mines at Katoomba in the 1880s with Katoomba 
Colliery operating the site’s mine since 1928 using the 
old incline railway. Harry Hammon established Scenic 
World at Katoomba in 1945.  
 

19th July – (Thursday) Muster - Marion Perry, our 
Society’s Secretary, will present the ‘History of the 
formation of the Bathurst District Historical Society 
and later Memories’ that are combined with 
photographic images. 
 

16th August – (Thursday) – AGM and Muster - 
NOTE – the Annual General Meeting will take 
place at 6pm before the Muster – The Muster will 
commence at 7.30pm - Terry Hickson and Jon 
Maclean are to present an overview of the opening and 
history of the then Central Mapping Authority in 
Bathurst (now Spatial Services N.S.W.) and how 
mapping has evolved into the collection of digital 
spatial data over the past 40 years.     

 

20th September – (Thursday) Muster – Guest 
speakers, Vianne Tourle and Bernadette Wood, from 
The Friends of Centennial Park will tell you about 
“Centennial Park - a tale of resilience - from reserve to 
park.” They would love to hear your tales and 
memories of the park. Also any suggestions on how do 
we best care for and engage with nature and how do 
we best share public spaces.  
 

23th September 1918 – “On This Day 1918” 
commences on Stereo 2BS Typically the first day 
will say - 23th September 1918 was a Monday - Mrs. 
E. Emmett, of Hanley Street, South Bathurst, received 
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the sad news today that her nephew Private Robert 
Emmett, had been killed in action at the front. The 
deceased soldier was 27 years of age and a native of 
Hill End. He was employed as a porter, at the Bathurst 
goods shed prior to enlisting. Lance Corporal 
Raymond Wallace Robertson, only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. W. Robertson, of 212 Rocket-street, was 
killed in action in France on August 31st last. The late 
Lance-Corporal Robertson would have been 22 years 
of age on September 5. He was born in Sydney and 
prior to enlisting was employed as a clerk in the loco 
branch at the Bathurst railway station. He enlisted in 
June, 1915 with, the 18th Battalion. He was wounded 
in Gallipoli and also in France in 1916. He was a 
former High School student and was very popular 
among the pupils. The news of his death was conveyed 
to Mr. and Mrs. Robertson by Canon Wilton. 
 

18th October - (Thursday) Muster – Andrew 
Fletcher, the Society’s Military Curator, will talk on 
“The cost of loyalty For King, Empire and Country – 
was it worth it?”  With the centenary of the end of the 
Great War some four days ago Andrew will look at 
Bathurst’s contribution and the real cost of the war to 
Bathurst District. Will we remember them? 

 

15th November – 
(Thursday) Muster – Sue 
Jones – will enthral us with 
“A Fresh Look at Works in 
the Bathurst District 
Historical Society 
Museum’s art collection”.  
Sue delves into the stories 
behind some of the artworks 
and artists in the museum’s 
collection.  The talk will 

give you a deeper insight into some of the interesting 
works you might not have paid much attention to in the 
past. 
 

6th December – (Thursday) – BDHS Annual 
Christmas Party at the Museum in Russell Street 
commencing from 5.00pm. Please come along, bring 
your family and any guests. Also please bring a plate 
of the usual Christmas goodies. Please RSVP at the 
front desk on 63308455 or email to 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au  
by 1st December, 2017, to assist with organising. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

DO  YOU  KNOW  WHAT  
THIS  IS? 

 

Lots a small appliances and 
equipment have been 
manufactured over the 
decades to assist in various 
industries or to make life 
easier in the household. Do 
you have a mysterious item 
that I can photograph to 

include in future issues.  
Keep an eye out for the 
forthcoming and new ‘Carillon 
Display’ that will appear in the 
museum in the next few weeks. It 
will include a variety of items 

surrounding its history.   
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

LADIES  ENCOURAGED  TO  DRINK  IN  1930s 
 

Women were targeted in 
magazines and newspapers in 
the 1930s as alcoholic drink 
manufacturers saw a new 
target market. The 
advertisements at the time 
always featured at least one 
woman, and often two, as seen 
in the advert left. Was it the 
beginning of female 
liberation?    
 

Wolfe’s Aromatic Schiedam 
Schnapps was considered by 
some as a ‘Necessity for 
women at any Stage of Life’ 
after the Great Depression. 
From mother to daughter, 
through three generations, 
they had been passed the 

knowledge of the benefits to health that follow the 
occasional use of Wolf’s Schnapps. The churches at 
the time did complain about the adverting and Wolfe’s 
adverting company in Australia compromised by 
putting the word ‘occasional’ in italics.   
 

It could be obtained in quarter, half and full sizes and 
the manufacturers felt that for health reasons women 
should keep Aromatic Schnapps in the home for the 
time when women would certainly need its aid.  It was 
stated that it was “as good for women as for men.”  
 

Vickers, famous since 1750, also targeted women 
stating that if one drank Vickers gin it would help them 
face the ‘difficult’ days. Their advertising really got 
underway in 1936 and indirectly claimed that with 
good spirits (gin) it would increase one’s alertness. It 
would also help with nerves, depression, lackadaisical 
weariness, fatigue and low energy, claiming that 

Vicker’s Gin would assist 
tremendously.  
 

Advertising by Toohey’s 
Oatmeal Stout targeted 
women’s magazines as 
well including the 
Woman’s Weekly which 
regularly featured the 
Toohey’s advertisements - 
left. They all featured a 
young woman, in this case 
in a striped swimsuit. Both 
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black and white images were used with colour 
renditions usually by commissioned artists.  
 

In 1869 John Thomas Toohey, an Irishman, obtained 
his brewing licence in Melbourne before removing to 
Sydney to commence there. The oatmeal stout beer 
was manufactured in Tooheys’ Brewery on Darling 
Harbour in Sydney before later moving to Lidcombe. 
The Oatmeal Stout has always been made to the 
Toohey brothers’ original recipe.  

 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

AUSTRALIA’S  NUCLEAR  BOMB  BLAST 
 

In the early 1950s Ron M. Levenger, Honorary 
Secretary of the New South Wales Civil Defence 
Organisation wrote a generic letter to the local 
Bathurst Civil Defence Controller listing out what 
local citizens should do to prepare for a nuclear blast.  
The letter went on to say that one should determine 
what shelter would best protect one’s family.  
 

People were advised to obtain a disaster first-aid kit 
and learn how to use it. Practice fire-safe housekeeping 
and learn how to fight small fires. Households were 
told to keep a 2-week emergency supply of food and 
water which was to be stored in their basement or 
underground shelter.  
 

If possible obtain a battery radio in case the explosion 
caused a power breakdown. Plan a sewerage disposal 
method for one’s home shelter that does not depend on 
outside power.   
 

Food should include a stock of fresh vegetables and 
fruit fresh from one’s garden. Use packaged, canned 
and bottled food. They supplied other food information 
they thought would be useful. Milk was considered 
safe if the cow had been exposed to fallout but was on 
uncontaminated feed. Eggs were considered safe if 
they had only been exposed to a small amount of 
fallout. Green vegetables with solid hearts were 
advised to be used, such as cabbages and lettuce. 
Potatoes were safe if washed and peeled. Use gloves to 
remove peas from contaminated pods. French beans 
were not recommended but broad beans were. Remove 
and bury away from the shelter or refuge room all 
contaminated water and peelings. Hands were to be 
washed before eating.    
 

All feed for livestock was to be covered along with 
their water. Farm vehicles were to be moved near the 
house and also to be covered with tarpaulins. 
Haystacks and silage were to be covered and seed 
placed in weatherproof buildings.  
 

Protective clothing should comprise a hat, coat, boots 
and gloves. It should be worn for the first few days of 
working outdoors. If ploughing, workers were told that 
they should also wear a dust filter over the nose and 
mouth, even a handkerchief was useful.   
 

Authorities obviously, and erroneously, thought that 
the radiation danger would only last two weeks. 
Obviously the Government didn’t release information 
from Japan in 1945.    
 

It seems numbers of local Bathurstians took the advice 
seriously and made underground shelters or 
resurrected shelters made during World War Two. The 
late Mrs Nita Shute, nee Scott, said that people she 
knew had shelters and accumulated food that they 
would rotate as it got a bit old.  
 

She remembers making fruit cakes and oat biscuits 
that were stored in their shelter. Recalling that one 
shelter had its own well to supply ‘fresh water’. It had 
bunks, a desk for their girls to do school work, and 
large batteries that had been brought into Bathurst 
from their farm. The batteries were regularly charged 
in the house and they were expected to last ‘about two 
weeks’.  

 
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 

BATHURST’S MILITARY  POST  OFFICE 

 
During the Second World War the Postmaster 
General’s Department established an official Post 
Office at the Bathurst Army Camp on Limekilns Road. 
It was a civilian run Post Office but was run by the 
Post Master General’s Department where the mail was 
officially cancelled, sorted and the out of town mail 
taken to the train by truck.   
 

Prior to the mail departing, the Army Postal Orderly 
would go to all the orderly rooms and collect all the 
outward mail and take it up to the Bathurst Army 
Camp Post Office.  There was no censorship of letters 
up to late 1941, however it did come later.   
 



 6 
The Army soldiers could purchase Australian postage 
stamps at the Post Office in the camp which was also 
open on Saturdays. Servicemen were given concession 
postage rates, usually a halfpenny off. Telegrams and 
public phone calls were also cheaper for the troops.   
 

The men could visit the Salvation Army tent where 
they could get complimentary writing paper, pencils 
and envelopes, a hot drink and biscuits.  
  

The envelope, on page 5, was from Headquarters, 5th 
Infantry Brigade in Bathurst and posted at the Bathurst 
Military Post Office in November 1941, using the 
Department of the Army Concessional Postal Rate.  

 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MIXED  HERBS  ALWAYS  POPULAR 
 

The use of dried herbs have enhanced cooking and 
flavoured food for centuries, some countries going 
back as far as 100 AD and even earlier with the early 
Greeks.   
 

With the British, French, Dutch, Portuguese and the 
Spanish able to build larger ships that could sail long 
distances, the world was opened up in the 16th century 
to the spice trade. Spices such as mace (nutmeg), 
pandan leaves, keluwak, cloves and galangal, all of 
which came from Indonesia - the “Spice Islands” as 
they soon became known. These native spices soon 
turned out to be very popular in Europe, and very 
expensive. This prompted merchants to hire sailing 
ships to bring herb and spice supplies for them to sell.  
 

Mixed herbs could be purchased on the goldfields and 
typically constituted equal amounts of oregano, sage, 

basil, thyme and 
marjoram. Some also 
included rosemary. Webb 
and Company in George 
Street were selling mixed 
herbs in 1871 for 2 pence 
a packet.  
 

Empire dried mixed herbs, 
left, that cost 7½d when 
purchased in the late 
1920s. These were 
specially prepared for 
culinary use. The 
wholesale agents was 
Robert Harper and 
Company of Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Freemantle.  
 

A recipe that the company 
promoted in the early 
1930s was ‘Empire Puffs’ 
which required 2 to 3 cups 
of S.R. flour, 4 large 
potatoes, 1 ounce butter, 

cold meat, mixed herbs and salt and pepper. 
 

One had to boil the potatoes and mash them. Place the 
flour, butter, and potatoes in a basin and mix well. Add 
enough water to make a light dough. Roll out ¼ inch 
thick, and cut into rounds. Mix pepper and salt, meat 
and herbs together, and place in pastry and fold over. 
Bake or fry in fat until a golden brown. 
 

Herbs were also being used to make various ‘health’ 
products such as ‘Oriental herb pearl dentifrice’ a 
white powder of inestimable value in preserving and 
imparting a pearl-like whiteness to the teeth, 
strengthening the gums and in rendering the breath 
sweet and pure. The London-made powder cost 2 
shillings and nine pence per box.  

 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

SOCIETY  HOLDS  RARE  MINI  PORTRAIT 
 

The Bathurst District Historical Society holds a rare 
miniature portrait of Louisa Hawkins, the fourth 
daughter of the Thomas Fitzherbert Hawkins, ex Naval 
Officer, of Blackdown who was appointed the 
Commissariat Storekeeper at Bathurst, a position he 
resigned in 1823. 

 

Louisa, aged 11, had come with her parents, as free 
settlers on the ‘Minstrel’ in January 1822. The family 
was listed as Protestants. Her father was 46 when he 
arrived in Sydney and her mother was 44.   
 

The Minstrel was a 672-ton merchant ship built at Hull 
in east Yorkshire in 1810. It was first used as a convict 
ship transporting prisoners given life in the Southern 
Colonies.  
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“On the 18th July, 1855, at Kelso’s Holy Trinity 
Church, Louisa, fourth daughter of the late Thomas 
Fitzherbert Hawkins of Blackdown, Bathurst, married 
James Garnett Ewer, aged 38. They were married by 
the Rev. William Lisle who was assisted by the Rev. 
Thomas Sharpe.” The wedding announcement 
appeared in the Sydney’s Empire newspaper about a 
week later.  
 

Louisa’s father, Thomas Fitzherbert Hawkins had been 
born on 24th May, 1781, and died in Sydney on 27th 
May, 1837, he was just 56. He was first granted 2400 
acres, and several years later he had 1480 acres cleared 
and 104 acres under cultivation, along with 13 horses, 
457 horned cattle and 1686 sheep.  
 

Her mother, Elizabeth Lilly, who had been born on 
15th July, 1783, at Deal in Kent, England, was on hand 
for Louisa’s wedding.  Her mother had been married 
15th June, 1802, in Deal in Kent and died in Sydney 
on 6th April, 1875, aged 91. Louisa, also listed as 
‘Louiza’ sometimes. She died in 1902.    

 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

WHAT”S  IN  YOUR  CUPBOARD 
 

One problem that museums have today is a lack of 
household items from a century or more ago. It is often 
interesting to see some of the products that your 
mother, or grandmother, or even her grandmother 
purchased for household use.  

 

Recently a packet of Fernon’s “LILA” brand gravy salt 
came to light however one suspects that not large 
amounts were sold as mums used to make their gravy 
basically from scratch, using the roasting container 
juices. They added some flour and water and kept 
stirring.  
 

Often the ‘packet’ gravy was made from a tried and 
trusted traditional family recipe, the exact ingredients 
only shared with a small number of family or trusted 
employees. Most were made of a mixture of coarse sea 
salt and caramel. 
 

One may have seen empty square tins of Comptons 
‘Adsum’ gravy salt or the Queen’s Gravy Browning 
tins. Another was the tins of Burdall’s gravy salt. This 
business commenced in Sheffield in the early 1900s 
when Herbert Moses Burdall, along with his son 

Herbert Alonza Burdall, established a dry salting 
company. The duo afterwards changed the name to 
Burdall’s Manufacturing Chemists and went on to 
make numerous products such as bottles of ‘Eight 
Rubbing Oils’, a liquid used to rub on stiff joints, 
sprains, bruises and muscles. They also made various 
remedies such as cough syrups as well as ‘antibiotic’ 
medicines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most will remember ‘Bon Ami’ powder, and it is still 
available today, that was used for cleaning and 
polishing bathtubs, sinks, windows, mirrors, 
refrigerators, pots and pans, along with nickel etc. A 
12 ounce packet is seen above - that is a mineral and 
plant based derived cleanser. Its name Bon Ami is 
French for “Good Friend”. The company’s logo or 
mascot can be seen in the centre - a chicken that is 
emerging from an egg, and beside it the words “Hasn’t 
scratched yet!” 
 

It was made from feldspar, limestone, baking soda, 
Epsom salts, corn alcohol, citric acid, various oils and 
xanthan gum as a thickener. The original Bon Ami 
formulation took place in America in 1886 was 
different in that it was ground-up quartz and a rendered 
form of animal fat called tallow. Mr. J.T. Robertson 
soon found that feldspar was more suitable than the 
quartz as it resulted in less scratching. The J.T. 
Robertson Soap Company went on to sell large 
amounts of the less-abrasive Bon Ami from 1896.  

 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

BOER  WAR  VOLUNTEERS  DIED  OF  
ENTERIC  FEVER 

 

Our Colonial Military Forces were responsible for 
many of the troops who volunteered to fight in the 
Boer War in South Africa which commenced in 1899 
and went on until 1902. Volunteers from Bathurst went 
over by ship to the Boer War, some not returning.  
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One such man was Private John Clarence Fraser and 
he succumbed to an illness called enteric fever in 
Pretoria in South Africa on 26th June, 1900, though his 
death is also recorded as 1st June, 1900. He was a bold 
rider and a great shot.  
 

Enteric fever was also known as paratyphoid and was a 
form of blood poisoning that led to a number of deaths 
during the Boer War. 
 

It seems that the troopers were often provided water 
from road side pools or dams which were often 
faecally contaminated. With polluted water there were 
no orders that the water should be boiled before use. 
Some 6000 soldiers came down with this lingering 
disease, as did doctors and nurses looking after them.   
 

The patients could show varying symptoms such as 
body aches and pains, stomach pains, chronic 
diarrhoea, headaches, fits of shivering and high fevers, 
the signs continuing from one to two months. 
 

Prior to volunteering to serve in the 1st New South 
Wales Mounted Rifles in South Africa he was serving 
as a Sergeant in B Company, 3rd Regiment Volunteer 
Infantry here in Bathurst. His number was 1265.  
 

After John volunteered to join the Mounted Rifles and 
head overseas he was given a new service number 44. 
He joined as a private and sailed to South Africa, 
embarked at Sydney Harbour on the S.S. Southern 
Cross on the 17th January, 1900. On board were 20 
officers along with 385 other ranks. Over 400 horses 
were also on the ship that they looked after.  
 

Private Fraser was part of the first Contingent 
despatched by the New South Wales Government. 
Authorities wanted to form three squadrons of 
Mounted Rifles to which they assigned ‘B’, ‘C’ and 
‘D’.  
 

Extra staff were also sent such as cooks, farrier-
sergeant, buglers, several shoeing-smiths, saddler, 
numerous batmen, stores’ quartermaster as well as 

wagon drivers. Each man was issued with his horse 
and saddle.  

 

It was the first time that Private Fraser had been 
overseas, as it was for nearly all the other troopers. 
They found South Africa so different to home. On 
board the troopers took turns to feed and water the 
horses and do the associated stable duties. The troops 
reached Cape Town on 17th February, 1900. The 
routine of drills soon took place to get the men and 
horses into routine. These mounted men were keen to 
get on with the skirmishing and scouting for the Boers 
and their patrols in the hills. The men received rations 
for three days as well as an emergency ration tin, the 
latter only to be opened on specific orders.  
 

He had been supplied new uniforms comprising of two 
pairs of brown tweed field service jackets and Bedford 
chord trousers, with two sets of puttees and a hat, 
though some also received a pith helmet. Each trooper 
received a great coat and two pairs of leather 
‘Cossack’ boots. Private Fraser was issued with an 
MLE rifle and accompanying sword-bayonet. Either 
one or two leather cartridge belts with supporting 
braces were supplied to the men.  

 

Above – Confiscated Boer coins from the 1890s used 
during the Boer War in the Transvaal and Orange Free 
State. The mounted New South Welshmen often were 
out of camp for weeks where they had to move quite 
fast in the bush and thus received irregular and 
undersupplied water and food. Most had refused to be 
vaccinated due to talk about the side effects. The men 
lived in tents and were issued with a pair of blankets.  
 

The trooper’s photo (on this page above) was 
presented to Bathurst by Captain Hudson, Officer 
Commanding, B Company 3rd Infantry Regiment 
where it was hung for many years in the Ordinance 
Hall in Durham Street. 
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SWAN FOUNTAIN PENS 

Mabie, Todd & Bard Company 
 

This fountain 
pen company 
commenced in 
New York in the United States of America in the 
1860s by Messrs. Todd and Mabie though they 
initially manufactured a selection of pen holders and 

pencil cases. In the early 1870s the duo met 
the Bard Brothers who had designed and 
patented gold dip pen nibs. In 1873 they 
renamed the company becoming Mabie, 
Todd and Bard Company. The men started to 
look at nibs that could be fed by ink stored 
within a container combined with a nib.  
 

The business filed their first patent for a 
‘fountain pen’ in 1878. Mr. William 
Washington Stewart led a team of designers 
who contributed to the new design idea. As 
the idea caught on we see the first of the 
Swan fountain pens appear during 1884 and 
sold by Webb and Co., the next year. The 
designers had come up with an innovative 
idea of an over-under feed with the ink 
delivery aided by a twisted wire made of 
silver.  
 

With enquiries coming in from Great Britain 
Mabie, Todd and Bard Company decided that 
they should open offices in selected other 
countries. In 1884 they opened their London 
office complete with showroom in Cheapside 
near London with pens and nibs supplied 
from New York. As the Swan fountain pens 
became more popular more offices were 
opened or enlarged in such places as 
Chicago, Paris and Manchester. By 1906 the 
board decided to change their name by 
dropping the name ‘Bard’ becoming Mabie, 
Todd & Co. New York. 
 

With fountain pens becoming so popular 
other American manufacturers began to come 

up with their own designs and innovations making 
inroads into Mabie, Todd & Co. New York’s 
production. The 
company had been 
looking at 
manufacturing 
some of their fountain pens in Great Britain so in 1907, 
and importing nibs from New York, began production 
with them advertising their pens as ‘The Pen of the 
Empire’. Before long it was found that production 
figures in Britain were far superior to New York’s 
production as competition increased in America. The 
New York factory increasingly manufactured the 
cheaper line of pen until World War Two for 
Australian export.   
 

The British factory brought out a lever filling pen 

during the last year of the Great War, manufactured in 
their factory in Weston Street in London. After this 

war Mabie Todd & 
Company Ltd of 
England expanded 

their premises for their headquarters setting up in 
Oxford Street in London. Their Liverpool factory was 
also established though this later went on to produce 

mainly Swan inks. Then the depression hit in the 
1930s so it was 1936 before they introduced the 
market to their twist-filler fountain pen, by now 
being wholly made in their London factory.  
Around this time a factory was established in 
Birmingham to make their gold nibs. Another 
novelty was what they marketed as their 
accordion-filler pen known as the ‘Visofil’ just 
prior to World War Two.  
 

In 1936 the business purchased Sunderland 
House, a mansion, situated in Mayfair in London 
and established their headquarters in this 
magnificent building but as luck would have it 
was bombed out by the German Airforce during 
the blitz in Britain during the Second World 
War. Then their factory at Harlesden in the north 
of North London was also bombed out. It had 
been producing fountain pens as well as making 
ammunition and fuses for the war effort. What 
machinery could be saved was removed to 
another location were items for the war needs 
were continued, but their fountain pens 
production suffered.   
 

It was 1946 before new machines could be built 
to resume making fountain pens at Park Royal. 
By the 1950s the company was struggling with 
competition with the ‘Biro’ pen and though 
some new ‘Swan’ models appeared they did not 
stimulate their market. So if you have a ‘Swan’ 
pen it is now a collectable item and worth 
money.   

 

Details of the Swan Fountain pens above are from the 
1890s to 1900 – top – Swan Fountain Pen No C 596 
Improved Size 3  5 1-4 inches long - holds twice the 
ink of No 1, with selections of points in fine, wide, 
broad, etc., and its reservoir can be filled without 

removing any 
parts or the 
usual way of 
unscrewing 

the reservoir. Left – the Swan Fountain Pen No C 592 
Size 1 and is fully covered Chased rolled gold, though 
it was also available in chased silver, making them 
popular as gifts for one retiring from work or for a 
long period of employment. Above - Swan Fountain 
Pen No C580 Pocket size No 1 and measured 5¼ 
inches long. Bottom - Swan Fountain Pen Size 1 fitted 
with either a nickel, silver or rolled gold pocket clip - 
No C 583 which became popular on the Australian 
market.   
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  FRONT 

 

For many in Bathurst during World War One news 
from ‘the front’ was published in Bathurst newspapers 
such as The Bathurst Times. This news also 
encouraged locals to either donate money or help raise 
funds to supply comfort parcels that were sent to the 
front. As this year marks the centenary of the end of 
the Great War, I will include a couple of letters. Below 
– photo of supplies being unloaded at Gallipoli.  

 

Letter from a Bathurst boy from May 1915, writing 
from Gallipoli to his parents, Private Victor Perkins 
remarks: “We are having quiet times here just at  
present, except for a bit of shrapnel from the enemy it 
is pretty slow in the day time. There was an attack on 
our left yesterday morning, but it was like the rest of 
the attacks – a failure. The worst part of the war 
business is sleeping in one’s clothes and boots, and not 
getting a decent wash for days. It is just five weeks 
since we landed. I shall not forget the landing as long 
as I live. We have to jump out of the boats into the 
water. I had two ammunition boxes slung across my 
neck. The water was up to my neck, so, needless to 
say, I went under – pack, rations, ammunition, and all. 
Thank Miss Falvey for the cigarettes, which I enjoyed. 
It was like old times again getting Capstan cigarettes.” 
 

“I would not like to have been in the enemy’s trenches 
yesterday. They must have thought that the doors of 
hell had been let loose on them. It was awful. You 
could not see their trenches for the smoke from our 
artillery.” 
 

In another letter pencilled three days later, Private 
Perkins says: “Things are awfully quiet here. 
Absolutely nothing doing whatever. I saw Tom 
Ritchie, Eddie Beavis, and Arnold Sutton. I suppose 
you know by this time that Captain ----------, my old 
skipper, has been killed. He died on the hospital ship 
or in the hospital at the base. He proved himself a real 
hero. While he was on the boat delirious he was 
singing out, ‘Go on boys; give it to them; charge them, 
stick in the bayonet; you’ve got them now.’ When a 
man does that with half his head off he’s no coward. 
He led his men with a revolver in one hand and a 
sapling in the other.” Private Perkins closed with best 
wishes for all his friends. 
 

Some four days later Mr. Joe (William) Perkins 
received two letters from his son Victor, and both 
make interesting reading. The first is dated 13th May. 

The soldier utters not one word of complaint, but a rich 
vein of contentment that denotes a cheerful 
personality.  
 

He says: “Everything is progressing satisfactorily, and 
except for the occasional crack of a rifle and the boom 
of artillery you would never think we were in the real 
business, i.e. at the present time. We captured three 
lines of trenches the first Sunday we arrived here, and 
as the land is something like our end of the Blue 
Mountains you will see that we had a hot time driving 
the enemy out of them. If you meet any New 
Zealander pump his or her hand for me as though you 
were drawing water out of that well at John Meagher 
and Company. It is impossible to give them too much 
praise for what they have done,” (here the censor got 

to work with his scissors,) but the letter takes up again, 
“In the first four days we had some fierce fighting but 
we believe the enemy had a worse time. Poor Joe - got 
wounded slightly and his nerves went to pieces, and no 
wonder, for what we went through on those four days 
was enough to send a man silly. There is one bloke in 
the trench 400 yards to our front and when we have a 
ping at him he puts his shovel in the air and waves the 
miss back to us. Our fellows, not to be outdone, wave a 
bully beef tin on the end of a stick back to him or 
them.”  
 

Above – unloading supplies at the make-shift wharf at 
Gallipoli.  
 

The letter continues: “We have just heard that there 
were 450 saved off the Lusitania. I wonder what 
apologies Germany will tender to America for sinking 
that boat. I hear they have been having demonstrations 
in all the principal cities of Australia and New Zealand 
on account of the victory we have achieved here. Is 
that true? We did not get any of the apples, they have 
gone to the men who want them a jolly sight worse 
than what we do, so we are not growling about not 
receiving any of them. Do not believe anything you 
hear unless it is official. Give my respects to all my 
friends. (P.S. poor Alan Campbell went out with a 
party of thirty to reconnoitre the enemy trenches, and 
whilst they were returning Alan got hit). His mate tried 
to get him to our trenches on his back, but was 
wounded, and both have been shot, Clift was the man 
who carried Alan. They were the only ones lost of 30.” 
             

On the 20th Victor wrote: “Everything is O.K. with us 
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after the famous bombardment which was delivered 
against us by the enemy on the 18th. They had every 
piece of artillery and big guns they have, and they 
lobbed hundreds of shells all round us, but they were 
all wasted, for I do not think they got a casualty list out 
of it all. My word, didn’t we towel ‘em up on the 
(censored). They came at us in thousands, and they 
went down in the same way as they came up. They got 
the biggest slug they ever got when they tried to rush 
our position. It was just like trying to rush up Gibraltar. 
They would have had the same chance of capturing the 
rock as to try and capture our trenches. You should 
have seen our boys in the trenches. Instead of using the 
loopholes to fire out of they were using them to stand 
on. They exposed themselves too much. They were 
laughing and saying, ‘another doll down,’ “a miss,” or 
‘got him.’ They were too game altogether. We have 
again been congratulated by the Colonel for the good 
work done with our machine guns on the morning of 
the attack. It is quiet now, and feels as if peace has 
been declared, but I suppose that won’t be for a few 
months yet. Remember me to all friends and enquirers 
at the firm of John Meagher & Co.” 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

IN  1890s  WEBB  &  CO  ALSO  SOLD 
ACETYLENE  LIGHTING  PLANTS 

 

Despite Bathurst having been supplied with gas for 
over two decades Webb & Co in George Street sold 
acetylene gas lighting generators for those not 
connected to town gas and wealthy enough to purchase 
the units. These units however were ideal for rural 
properties. They were made by the Bob Accord 
Acetylene Gas Company at their two premises in 
Aberdeen, Scotland. They were located at 23 and 25 
St. Nicholas Street and 191 Union Street, and from 
about 1895 the company had enjoyed a great deal of 
enterprise since then. The company had also carried 
out much experimental work in manufacturing the 
apparatus as well as for regulating the use of acetylene 
gas.  

Made by A. and J. Smith, these two principals had 
developed equipment that was by now being exported 
to other countries. Their Automatic Double-Holder 
Generator (above) was well suited for all general 
lighting purposes and could be ordered in several 

different sizes, from the smallest of a one burner which 
delivered 25 candle power for ten hours. The largest 
could be used to illuminate factories and churches.  
 

The unit featured a number of advantages over other 
available units such as: - no lime could get access to 
the gas holder, the carbide was completely 
decomposed in the Bob Accord unit, very little heat 
was produced as the carbide was completely 
surrounded by water and the maximum pressure was 
far below the limits set by the Her Majesty’s 
Government. The unit would not deteriorate when 
turned on, there was no leakage of gas as the gas was 
drawn from a subsidiary gas-holder and not directly 
from the generator, the gas therefore being thoroughly 
cooled and purised before delivery. Recharging of the 
carbide could be carried out while the acetylene 
apparatus was in use without any interference to the 
lights.   
 

The Smiths had calculated that in Australia when the 
light was most required in June, July and August that 
re-charging was required. Just one holder could be 
recharged every second or third day, while in summer 
probably recharging once a week would be quite 
sufficient. It was also recommended that owners 
should only put in half or quarter charges in each 
holder during summer months.  
 

When one of the holders was exhausted an indicator 
showed reminding owners that re-charging was 
required. An additional electric bell could be fitted to 
give a warning and then periodically ring for a few 
seconds until the exhausted holder was refilled.  The 
remaining holder would work perfectly even though 
the exhausted holder had not been refilled.   

 

The unit could be fitted with the 
Bob Accord combined pressure 
gauge and safety device which 
was so arranged that should the 
pressure of the pipes at any time 
exceed 4 ounces to the square 
inch, the water in the glass ‘U’ 
tube was forced into the 
rectangular box and the extra gas 
allowed to escape. These could be 
purchased at around 9 shillings.  
 

Should owners have a problem 
with deposits of carbonaceous material gathering at the 
jet and causing the light to smoke, a special new type 
of burner could be fitted. It seems that if lights were 
used for long continuous periods it was better to fit the 
new type of jet.  
 

With the popularity of bicycles within Bathurst Webb 
& Company also sold acetylene bicycle lamps, one of 
which was the small and compact acetylene ‘Daylight’ 
No 2 bicycle lamp, (next page) with carbide holder 
seen to the right. Once charged it would last 
approximately six hours before needing to be 
recharged. They sold at 21 shilling or a guinea and 
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were guaranteed to give great satisfaction to cyclists.   

 
The unit could not over-generate gas and when turned 
off gas generation ceased. The unit was sealed with an 
India rubber ring. It gave a good white light an 
immense advantage over the ordinary colza light. A 
universal bracket was fitted allowing them to be fitted 
onto most bicycles.  All these products were made at 
their Acetylene Gas Works at 88 College Street in 
Aberdeen in Scotland.   
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
 

society MEMBERSHIP 

RENEWAL TIME 

2018 - 2019 
 

Membership renewals are due on 30th June and 
payable on or before 31st July each year. To renew 
your membership you need to complete the 
accompanying renewal form and return it to the 
Society, together with your subscription. This form 
must be submitted with your subscription as it is used 
to check that the Membership Register contains your 
correct name, address, phone numbers, email and 
membership details. 
 

If you have already paid for this year in the last couple 
of months, please ignore the reminder.  
 

A Membership Renewal Form is 
included for your convenience. 

 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

SPECIAL   MEMBER’S  INVITATION  TOSPECIAL   MEMBER’S  INVITATION  TOSPECIAL   MEMBER’S  INVITATION  TOSPECIAL   MEMBER’S  INVITATION  TO    
OFFICIAL  OPENING OFFICIAL  OPENING OFFICIAL  OPENING OFFICIAL  OPENING     

 

‘Love, Life, and Light’ 
 

An exhibition of flowers from the Gardens of 
the Chifley Women 

 

Represented through 28 pieces of Botanical artwork 
and a series of interpretive panels and exhibits about 
the domestic lives of the Chifley women by Kim 
Bagot-Hiller. The exhibition will to be opened by 
Marje Prior, Publisher and Social Historian and the 

Bathurst Regional Council Mayor Graeme Hanger, 
OAM. The opening will take place on Saturday 22nd 
September, 2018, at 3 pm at the Chifley Home 
Museum & Education Centre and followed by a 1950’s 
inspired Afternoon Tea.   
 

Please RSVP for catering - Tickets are free - 
https://www.facebook.com/events/612544805811545/   
(Facebook event link)  
  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/exhibition-opening-
of-love-life-and-light-an-exhibition-from-the-gardens-
of-the-chifley-women-tickets-46785175720    
(Eventbrite ticketing link) 
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooo 
 

MYSTERY  OBJECT - DO  YOU  KNOW  WHAT  
THIS  IS? 

 

Our mystery object on page 4 of this issue is an egg 
tester. It was used for checking if eggs were suitable to 
eat, preserve or sell.  
 

One method used in the 1880s to preserve eggs was to 
make up a ‘preservation recipe’. Put into a tub or 
vessel one bushel of quicklime, 32 ounces of salt, 8 
ounces of cream of tartar, and mix the same together 
with as much water as will reduce the composition or 
mixture to that consistence that it will cause an egg put 
into it to float with its top just above the liquid. Then 
put and keep the eggs therein, which will preserve 
them perfectly sound for the space of two years at 
least. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


