
 1 
 

 

Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 
 

    MEMBER’S NEWSLETTER  
                No 114     April – June 2018 
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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Hello members and salutations, I hope you enjoy this 
member’s issue No 114. You are now able to find 
back-issues of the previous newsletters at 
www.bathursthistory.org.au (except for the current one 
which will go on after the next issue.)  
 

Many members may be unaware that an important 
project is being undertaken whereby a contemporary 
photographic record is being compiled of numerous 
local building changes, modifications, demolitions etc.  
Projects date back to 2008 with the series known as the 
Lionel Facer Photo Collection.  
 

Some of the projects 
include the new 
Centrelink, old Waratah 
Hotel, Blair Athol, old 
Pizza Hut site,  IGA Store 
- Rankin Street, Bathurst, 
City Centre, Bathurst 
Crematorium, Bathurst 
Rail Bridge across the 
Macquarie River, Ben 
Chifley Railway Engine, 
Bradwardine Road 

Roundabout, Bulldogs Sports Field & Club House, 
Cathedral Bells, Catholic Cathedral Restoration, Pan 
Tech Parades for V8 Races 2009 onwards, Horse 
Track on Vale Road, SES Region Headquarters 
Bathurst, the Pillars Of Bathurst and Macquarie’s Flag 
Staff, to name a few.  
 

Lionel often has several projects on the go at a time 
and is very dedicated to doing the best for the 
undertaking, especially as he is not well. He has put 
years of work into some of the projects and has had to 
go out in all weather conditions from high 
temperatures to below freezing to get the photos as 
things happen. Each image needs to be edited before 
preparing the photo disc for presentation.  
 

The committee realises that the project is essential to 
the Society having images from today in half a 
century’s time, and more. Thanks Lionel for all your 
efforts.   
 

Bruce Ryan reports that he is working on four 
‘Remembers’ restorations which have historical 
significance. Bruce has for a number of years added to 
the Society’s archive collection. They include 
‘Newsclips and Feature Highlights of Bathurst’s 
Bicentenary’ (the biggest work to date); ‘The 

Restoration and Opening of the Chifley Engine’ 
(contains excellent speeches and interviews); ‘The 
Macquarie Marshes’ - A 1 hour tour and discussion on 
the Environmental and Historical aspects of the 
Marshes, produced by the Media Unit and the ABC; 
‘A Detailed recreation of Oxley’s Explorations’; 
‘ANZAC 100 years’ - combined Bathurst Ceremonies 
2013 and 2015, together with newsclips.  

 

Congratulations to Graham Lupp on 
finalising and finishing his long 
awaited and remarkable volumes of 
‘Building Bathurst’. I personally 
think that this 840 page manuscript 
will be one of the historical building 
‘bibles’ for the next century and 
then some. The volumes weigh a 
massive 7kg, so it could have come 

with a mini trolley - almost!  
 

Graham has put his heart and soul into the project 
which has taken up much of his 
life for the past few years. The 
building history covers the story 
of those who built Bathurst and 
Central New South Wales from 
1815 to 1915. The book is in 
two volumes, boxed, with the 
1500 limited edition copies, all 
hand signed and numbered.    
 

With over 1,000 illustrations the 
books, complemented with 70 
architects and builders covered, 
will see them constantly in use. 
Some of Graham’s own 
paintings are also included.  
 

Graham is the joint publisher in conjunction with 
Bathurst Regional Council. The Bathurst District 
Historical Society has supplied many of the historic 
photos that show how Bathurst was developing.         
Well done Graham.    
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I had intended to mention the new ‘historic’ taxi rank 
opposite the Society’s museum in Russel Street late 
last year. The innovative shelter features the large and 
impressive building known as the Market Building that 
was built on land in 1871 that has now become King’s 
Parade. The Bathurst Municipal Council had it built 
but because they had no money it sold debentures to 
secure finance. I notice the Japanese visitors taking 
photos of it often.  
 

Prolific writer and 
researcher Malcolm 
Drinkwater released three 
books recently. Two third 
editions – ‘Hill End Hearsay 
- To the best of my ability’ 
Third Edition, Hill End 
Gold Third Edition and 
‘The German-Australian 
Called Holtermann’ - 2nd 
Edition, (left) with a good 
deal of new material.  
 

His passion for research and 
a desire to see the truth come out about our colonial 
history, Malcolm has spent a good deal of time 

searching out documents and evidence to get to the 
elusive truth.  

 

Above, Malcolm Drinkwater signing Mayor Hanger’s 
book. Malcolm is to be commended on his painstaking 
research which he does with each book he writes and 
this is evident in the latest books and especially ‘The 
German-Australian Called HOLTERMANN’. All 
books have updated information as Malcolm seeks 
new information. All three publications are crammed 
with historical photos of our colonial past.    

 

Above - Bernie Holterman, Malcolm and Daphne 
Drinkwater, John Holterman – note, no second 'n' as it 
was removed during WWII.  
 

On Friday 9th March the Dedication Service to 
acknowledge the Bathurst district nurses who served in 
the Great War 1914 – 1918 was commemorated at the 

Bathurst War Memorial 
Carillon in King’s Parade. 
The service commenced at 
10am in front of a large 
gathering, some I spoke to 
travelling quite some 
distance from Queensland, 
Glen Innes, Kempsey, 
Sydney, Dubbo, Canberra, 
Melbourne, Wagga and 
Ballarat.  
 

The event was organised by 
Andrew Fletcher (left), Society member and Military 
Curator. The Society financed the plaque that listed all 
24 women who had been born in the Bathurst district 
and who volunteered and served overseas, many of 
them more than once.  
 

The Bathurst City and RSL Band was in attendance 
and conducted by Wendy Jenkins. Andrew Fletcher 
did the introduction before  Mayor Alderman Graham 
Hanger, OAM, extended a 
welcome to those present, 
including visitors, family 
members and the relations 
of the nurses.  
 

Ms. Samantha Friend 
(right), President of the 
BDHS, spoke on behalf of 
the Society before the 
Rev. Howard Knowles, 
RSL Sub Branch 
Chaplain, delivered the 
Occasional Prayers.     

Lieut. Jenna Brown, 

who grew up in the 
region and from 
Holsworthy Barracks, 
represented the Royal 
Australian Army 
Nursing Corps, spoke 
on what some of these 
women went through 
as compared to today 
as a serving military 
nurse.    
 

David Mills, President 
of the Bathurst RSL 
Sub Branch, spoke 

about the nurses’ courage and resilience. Each speaker 
included in their speech a brief history of many of the 
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24 nurses who volunteered to help wounded soldiers 
and who returned home to Bathurst. Service as a nurse 
in World War One was an important and integral part 
of our nation’s military contribution which, 
unfortunately has been ignore over the past century. 
The plaque is the first of its type specifically for nurses 
in the Great War. Andrew Fletcher pointed out that it 
was the first time that Australian nurses worked with 
the Australian Army at war.  
 

The Nurse’s plaque was unveiled by Paul Toole, State 
Member for Bathurst, Minister for Lands and Forestry, 
Minister for Racing and representing the Premier of 
NSW Gladys Berejiklian. The Rev. Howard Knowles 
then dedicated the plaque before the laying of wreaths 
was carried out by many organisations and families.  

 
Afterwards the war medals of Kelso Nurse Irene 
Stoddart, who served during WWI, were unveiled as 
part of a permanent display at the Bathurst Historical 
Society Museum. The medals were donated by her 
great nephew Peter Savage. Above shows Samantha 
Friend, BDHS President, Mayor Graham Hanger, 
Lieut. Jenna Brown, Royal Australian Army Nursing 
Corps and Andrew Gee, MP, Federal Member for 
Calare.  
 

Congratulations to Andrew Fletcher for all his research 
in locating all the nurses and his organisation of the 
event. Thanks also to all those who assisted in setting 
up the nurse’s display in the Museum.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Another wonderful newsletter from the desk of the 
unstoppable Mr. McRae.  I marvel at every newsletter 
that comes out – always full of useful information 
about events and activities involving the Society, 
photos and reports of what we’ve all been up to, and of 
course, articles about anything and everything – I was 
just looking over the last newsletter and became 
completely absorbed by Alan’s article about Henry 
Rotton. Such a wealth of information and so 
wonderfully written.  Thanks Mr McRae!  We all sure 
do appreciate your hard work and look forward to it 

every time. 
 

The year seems to have flown by and every month gets 
busier!  Luckily, I managed to have some time off in 
February and we went to New Zealand to have a break 
and lie on the beach.  It 
just so happened that the 
tail end of Cyclone Gita 
was approaching the North 
Island. That’s right, right at 
the top of the North Island.  
As a consequence, it rained 
solidly for a week, (one 
weekend we had 220 mls), 
showered for another week 
and some lovely weather 
for the last week as the 
photo shows. We did 
manage to have a very relaxing time despite the rain 
but it was very hard to come home to drought 
conditions – our creek and the Fish River had stopped 
running, the poor hungry sheep had found their way 
into the garden and everything looked terrible!   
 

I jumped straight back into things – helping to organise 
the very exciting Bathurst Heritage Trades Trail that 
will take place on the weekend of 12th and 13th May 
this year. The line-up of rare and lost tradesmen and 
women just gets better.  We have a rocking horse 
maker coming down from Central Queensland, one of 
only two accredited dry stone wallers in the country 
will be constructing a permanent wall and seat up at 
the Agricultural Station and she is well worth 
watching, a fabulous sounding lace making outfit from 
Lithgow who make costumes for big Hollywood 
blockbusters, including I believe Star Wars.  There will 
be felting workshops at the CWA Hall, a cigar box 
guitar maker at Tremains Mill and up at Chifley House 
there will be a wonderful display of food production 
by the women in the Colony.  Run by the Family 
History Group, there will also be tea and cake on offer, 
but with a difference - called Twisted Teas, be 
prepared to turn your idea of a cup of tea and a piece 
of cake upside down!  Plus all those wonderful artisans 
who came last year – spinners and weavers, 
embroiderers, lace makers, blacksmiths, stone carvers, 
My Mate Mick will be back with his wonderful kelpies 
for Selfie with a Kelpie, Jeff McSpedden will be 
boiling up corn cob at the Ag Station, Ernie Holland 
will be demonstrating gem cutting and polishing at the 
Uniting Church Hall and much, much more.   
 

Tickets are available at www.Visitbathurst.com.au  – 
where you will find a red Trades Trail streamer at the 
bottom of the page, which has everything you need!  
Or you can pop into the Visitor’s Centre and pick up a 
ticket there.  They are only $10 for the whole weekend 
and under 16’s are free so you can take the grandkids 
and show them what life used to be like back in the 
Olden Days!  There will be a bus again to take 
everyone round the six iconic venues and the good 
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news is that the CWA will be doing teas all day on 
both days, at the CWA Hall and Tremains Mill.  What 
a treat for Mother’s Day – a delicious Devonshire Tea 
followed by a trip round the Trail!  So make sure you 
note the date in the diary! 
 

Bathurst’s Autumn Colours’ events kicked off at the 
beginning of March.  There are loads of great events 
and activities this year, even though it’s a shorter 
timeframe.  And the good news is that there will be a 
booklet this year!  The Visitor’s Centre have listened 
to the community and decided that some form of paper 
listing is required.  Due to various reasons, the Society 
will not be holding any events this year, but the Family 
History Group will be contributing with Cemetery 
Wanders, Block Walks and more. Check the website at 
www.Visitbathurst.com.au for more details.   
 

Despite the terrific success of the History Mystery 
Tours, Chris Stewart has reluctantly decided that last 
year’s was the final one.  They are an enormous 
amount of effort to organise and Chris still works full 
time.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Chris for his time and effort in organising the six very 
successful and enjoyable tours and to ask if anyone 
else feels they would like to take on the job, to let 
Chris know.  We have also decided not to hold Open 
Day at the Museum during Heritage Week this year.  
There are a number of really good events happening 
and Open Day was just getting swamped.  We will do 
it later in the year - perhaps in July to celebrate the 
Society’s birthday. Any ideas would be gratefully 
received! 
 

The Committee 
have applied for 
some Council 
funding to replace 
the carpet on the 
stairs and the 
major display area 
of the Museum. If 

successful, we will have to close the Museum for a 
week in order to rip up the old carpet and have the new 
put down. We won't know whether we were successful 
or not until June or July, so until then watch this space! 
The floor in the northwest corner of the downstairs 
gallery will be repaired at the same time. The 
Committee will also consider repainting the interior of 
the Museum to enhance our visitor’s experience. 
 

I understand the Twilight Picnic was a great success 
even though it rained again.  Well done to all who 
were involved in the organising and running of the 
Picnic.  Well done, too, to Andrew and Mary Fletcher 
who curated the new display in the Museum 
commemorating Bathurst’s Nurses in the Great War.  
It’s a wonderful display and they should be 
congratulated both for the display and for organising 
the very moving dedication of a new plaque on the 
Carillon.   Make sure you have a look at both and 

reflect on the sacrifices made by the brave girls who 
volunteered for such duty and their parents and loved 
ones back home. 
 

Some time ago, I was asked to address the Silver 
Society of Australia. I am a member and past president 
of that Society, who meet six times a year in Sydney 
with a guest speaker at each meeting.  I said yes, and 
then of course, completely forgot about it until just 
before I went to New Zealand and went into a 
complete panic!  I had plenty of time in New Zealand 
to write a presentation and gave it on Monday 5th 
March to an appreciative crowd of about 35 people 
who had braved the dreadful Sydney weather that 
evening.  My talk was about Curating a Collection and 
it was very well received.  I pointed out the pleasures 
and pitfalls of being involved with a collection, 
particularly one as diverse as the Society’s.  We are 
very lucky to have such a collection, and we recently 
discovered that the Society’s photographic collection is 
of national significance.  I have no doubt that our 
textile collection will also reach those lofty heights.   
  

Speaking of the textile collection, once again we have 
been approached by the National Trust of NSW who 
are putting on a new exhibition at Old Government 
House in Parramatta, looking at all things Eastern.  
They have asked if they can borrow our muslin 
wedding dress, which is the oldest wedding dress in 
the Colony.  It is very flattering to be asked by such an 
august institution.  The exhibition will open on 29th 
May and will run until November 2018. 
 

I have become the Regional Representative of the 
Royal Australian Historical Society Committee that 
organises the annual conferences for the Society.  
2018’s conference will be held in Port Macquarie and 
looks like it’s going to be very exciting.  The 
Committee meets at the end of March to decide where 
2019’s conference will be.  I felt it was important that 
the Committee have rural representation as so often, 
those of us on the other side of the Great Dividing 
Range get forgotten. I will make sure that the 
conference comes to Bathurst soon! 
 

Donations to the Society’s collection continue to come 
in. Some medals belonging to one of the Bathurst 

nurses in the Great 
War have come to 
us, four lovely 
hand-made models 
of coaches and 
wagons have also 
recently been 

donated – they were made by a cabinet maker in his 
spare time and were his pride and joy.  Now his family 
need to find a home for them following his death.  I 
said they would be perfect for the Museum as one of 
the models is a Cobb & Co coach.  All these objects 
continue to contribute to the Society’s and the 
community’s collection. 
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There has been talk of giving the recent Carillon 
display a permanent home in the Museum.  I didn’t see 
the display but I understand it was excellent, so we are 
in talks with Jan Page who put the display together to 
see if we can find some space in the Museum.  This 
will be a great addition to the current displays. 
 

Recently five of us had the opportunity to go to a 
workshop put on by the Museum of Applied Arts and 
Sciences (which is the 
new name for the 
PowerHouse Museum 
which is actually the 
old name of the 
institution!) at the 
Museum’s facility at 
Castle Hill.  We had a 
great morning 
workshop, delicious 
lunch and then, the 
best bit, a tour of the 
storage areas!  We 
saw some great stuff – 
lots of objects from 
the opening and 
closing of the Sydney 
Olympics including 
this outfit of Kylie 
Minogue’s which was 
tiny!  various and very 
diverse vehicles 
including a wonderful little double ended electric car 
and many many bicycles and penny farthings, 
wonderful dresses and costumes, and some very 
interesting and rare children’s toys and games.  The 
afternoon was well worth the trip home through the 
peak hour traffic! 
  

There has been a call from a member for a regular 
working bee to keep the Museum looking its best.  
This would involve cleaning glass, silver and 
woodwork, general gardening, and anything else that 
needs doing every three months or so.  I do agree that 
cobwebs stretching across the place and bird muck on 
the walls does not give a very good impression, so the 
Committee hopes that we can get together enough 
volunteers to keep the whole place as pleasant and 
inviting as we can.  The first regular working bee will 
be held on Monday 16th April starting at 9am.  
Please bring your own cleaning materials as there are 
limited resources at the Museum.  The Society will 
provide morning tea afterwards.  There is no need to 
RSVP – just turn up and lend a hand! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the 
Committee, to thank Marion Perry for all her hard 
work in transcribing all the minute books into digital 
format, and for updating our Constitution so that it 
better reflects the Society’s aims and outcomes. I 
would also like to announce the launch of the Society’s 
Strategic Plan which sets out the directions the Society 

will be taking in the future.  Members can be part of 
that future plan – stay tuned to find out more. 
 

Samantha Friend 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

  

2017  CHRISTMAS  PARTY 
 

 

Again the Society’s annual Christmas Party was a 

great success with many members and their families, 
both young and old, and invited guests enjoying the 
social and festive atmosphere. It was held on Thursday 
7th December in our downstairs Museum where we 
welcomed a fine selection of hot and cold festive 
goodies.   
 

The President, Samantha Friend, and Patron Rex 
Morgan (above) cut the Christmas cake made by Kerry 
McRae. Samantha also addressed the gathering giving 
an informative update as to what had happened and 
what was happening at the Society.  

 

Merve and Robyn Tobin with Marlena Welch (above) 
enjoyed the evening and took the time to catch up with 
other members who were at the function. It was an 
opportunity to view the display of a wide variety of 
toys.  
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Above - Pixie Lincoln, Glenda Tremlow and Peta 
Leseberg, all front desk volunteers, enjoying the 
Society’s Christmas Party.       

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

The Monthly Musters are held in the Uniting 
Church Activities Hall (between the church and the 
1837 Hall) in William Street, opposite Machattie 
Park. Musters are open to the public with a 7.30pm 
start. There is a tradition of having supper 
afterwards and people are requested to bring a 
plate of goodies for supper. A donation box is 
available if you wish to assist with the cost of 
renting.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.     
 

13th – 15th April – (Friday – Sunday) – The 150th 
Reliance Bank Royal Bathurst Show. 
 

19th April – (Thursday) Muster – Andrew Fletcher 
will talk further on his local Great War research with 
“We are still here”. This allows Andrew to tell us 
about some of those who paid the ultimate price at 
Australia’s second engagement of World War One - at 
Gallipoli, seen below in May 1915 with supplies 
stacked up along the beach.      

 
1st to 13th May - ‘Getting Hitched – 200 years of 

wedding gowns and paraphernalia’ goes on display at 
BMEC for 13 days and a great opportunity to see some 
of the Society’s wonderful textile collection. From the 
oldest wedding dress in Australia dated 1875 to an 
outfit worn in 2005, this fabulous exhibition of locally 
worn historic wedding garments will showcase the 
Society’s collection of over 400 garments, and is a 
follow up to the very successful exhibition of 200 
years of women’s fashion in Bathurst held in 2015. 

 

12th & 13th May (Saturday 
& Sunday) - Bathurst 
Heritage Trades Trail is on 
again!  The starting point is the 
Bathurst Visitor Information 
Centre to pick up an event map 
and tickets. You can park 
nearby if you wish and take the 
free shuttle bus which 
circulates throughout the 
Bathurst Heritage Trades Trail. 
Dozens of skilled artisans and 

craftspeople are involved. Enjoy a showcase of 
traditional and rare arts and trades, and exhibitions and 
tours. This major family friendly event is part of our 
annual Bathurst Heritage Week, and is not to be 
missed. Sandy Bathgate (above) preparing for the 2017 
event. More detail next page. 
 

17th May – (Thursday) Muster – John Judge will 
inform us on the “Sydney Railway Company to the 
N.S.W. Government Railways and on an historic train 
trip from Central to Bathurst.”  

 

In September 1848 a meeting was arranged in Sydney 
to obtain public support for a railway venture, and 
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issued a prospectus. They formed a committee to 
arrange for the establishment of “The Australian, 
Southern and Western Railway Company’ with local 
committees formed, one being here at Bathurst. In 
October 1849 the Sydney Railway Company was 
incorporated but Royal assent wasn’t obtained until 
January 1851. From these beginnings eventually a 
massive state-wide rail system emerged. 
 

21st June - (Thursday) Muster – Phil Hammon will 
speak on the ‘Forgotten Technologies on Mining 
Railways’.  
 

19th July – (Thursday) Muster - Marion Perry, our 
Society’s Secretary, will present the ‘History of the 
formation of the Bathurst District Historical Society 
and later Memories’ that are combined with 
photographic images. 
 

16th August – (Thursday) Muster – Terry Hickson 
and Jon Maclean are to present an overview of the 
opening and history of the then Central Mapping 
Authority in Bathurst (now Spatial Services N.S.W.) 
and how mapping has evolved into the collection of 
digital spatial data over the past 40 years.     
 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

“GETTING  HITCHED – 200 YEARS  OF  
WEDDING  GOWNS  AND  PARAPHERNALIA” 

EXHIBITION 
 

A great opportunity to see some of the Society’s 
wonderful textile collection when ‘Getting Hitched – 

200 years of wedding gowns and paraphernalia’ goes 
on display at BMEC from 1st to 13th May, 2018.  
From the oldest wedding dress in Australia dated 1875 
to an outfit worn in 2005, this fabulous exhibition of 
locally worn historic wedding garments will showcase 
the Society’s collection of over 400 garments, and is a 
follow up to the very successful exhibition of 200 
years of women’s fashion in Bathurst held in 2015.   

 

The exhibition will 
include an 1880’s silk 
dress embroidered with 
glass beads and retailed 
from Webb’s Stores in 
Bathurst, one of Bathurst’s 
first department stores.  
There will be an 1892 
wedding veil on display, a 
caftan worn as a wedding 
dress, going away outfits, 
and dresses in fabrics such 
as sumptuous lace, 
Japanese hand 
embroidered silk, crepe du 
chine, ‘Angel Skin’ (the 
first polyester satin fabric 
developed), crocheted 
cotton and more. The 

textile curators have researched all the garments on 

display and some very interesting information has 
come to light.  One thing abundantly clear is that we’re 
much taller and bigger than the brides of the past – 
some of the waistlines are tiny! 
 

Wedding paraphernalia is well covered with 
invitations, honeymoon plane tickets, cake decorations, 
a wax headpiece, shoes, photos, letters and diaries, 
even the top layer of a wedding cake!  This enchanting 
exhibition will delight all who see it.  There will be 
guided tours and museum experts on hand. The 
exhibition will be open from 9am till 5pm, gold coin 
donation on entry. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 

 
The 2018 Heritage Trades Trail is on again on 12th & 
13th May, 2018, in Australia’s first inland settlement.  
 

It is a celebration of rare trades and craftsmanship with 
displays, exhibitions and demonstrations at six of 
Bathurst’s heritage venues. 
 

Highlights for 2018 include an exhibition of bridal 
gowns and paraphernalia in BMEC, demonstrations of 
farm trades at the Agricultural Research Station, 
restoration trades and ‘Things of Wood’ at Tremain’s 
Mill in Keppel Street, soft crafts (such as lacemaking, 
spinning and needlework) at the CWA Hall in Russell 
St. & the Uniting Church Hall in William St, and food 
culture at Chifley Home, along with Twisted Teas as a 
treat. Kim Bagot, a printmaker, is seen working below.  

 
Scores of artisans will demonstrate their special skills. 
There’s lots of food on offer too. $10 gives you access 
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to all venues over both days, under 16’s are free. Go to 
events at www.visitbathurst.com.au to book online to 
avoid the queues, or to Facebook … Bathurst Heritage 
Trades Trail … and click on the events item. It’s easy. 
Scroll through the Trail Facebook page to see some of 
the wonderful attractions. Please “share” the ones you 
like. 
 

And if you’d like to be one of our special volunteers 
on the day, please email Sandy Bathgate at 
heritagebathurst@gmail.com  
 

Do not miss this one, bring Mum, bring the kids, and 
bring your friends. See you there. 

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
    

JAMES  BUSBYJAMES  BUSBYJAMES  BUSBYJAMES  BUSBY    
 

James Busby may not be known to too many Bathurst 
people however he was related to the famous local 
Busby family.  
 

He was born in Edinburgh in 1801 and travelled 
widely around the world in pursuit of his interests that 
included viticulture and winemaking. James’ father, 
John Busby, was a civil engineer and surveyor who in 
1824 was requested to sail to Australia to estimate our 
nation’s coal resources. Governor Darling had 
appointed the 59 year-old engineer as the Government 
Mineral Surveyor. He was also involved in 1824 
coming up with a design for Sydney’s first water 
supply using cast iron pipes.  
 

James was in France studying grape growing when he 
learnt of his father’s plans. Just 23, he soon set sail 
from Leith, along with a selection of grape vine plants, 
for the Southern Colonies to meet up with his parents 
John and Sarah, née Kennedy. It wasn’t long before he 
was granted 2,000 acres on the Hunter River whilst he 
was also overseeing the Orphans’ School at Liverpool, 
to get some income to support himself.  
 

His knowledge of grape plants and their care proved 
essential though he wasn’t a winemaker. He began to 
write books on planning and cultivating vineyards. By 
1830 he had taken the job of collecting revenues for 
the Colonial Government before sailing to France and 

Spain the following year. He later returned to New 
South Wales carrying with him hundreds of grape 
varieties.  
 

After marrying Agnes Dow in 1832 it was not long 
after that he became British Regent in New Zealand. 
Here he later helped write the Treaty of Waitangi 
which was signed with the Maoris in 1840. He 
struggled to make an income that his family was used 
to. The family sailed for England in 1871 where he 
passed away in Surry on 15th July, 1871, leaving his 
wife and three of their six children with little income. 

oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo 
 

DO  YOU  KNOW  WHAT  THIS  IS? 
 

From time to time an unusual tool, 
utensil or item comes to hand that 
we rarely see, if at all. Do you know 
what it is or could have been used 
for?  
 
The answer will be found on the last 
page of this newsletter just above the 
‘General Information’ box at the 
very bottom.  

 

oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo 
 

W.F. CAUNT – BATHURST  CHEMIST 

 

Mr. W.F. Caunt, 
M.P.S., the new 
proprietor of the 
Premier Drug Store on 
the corner of William 
and Keppel Streets in 
Bathurst announced 
that he had just 
purchased the chemist 
shop in July 1891.  
 

Mr. Caunt, as well as 
being a chemist, was 
also a surgeon and a 
dentist having done 
his training in London 
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prior to sailing out to Australia, then on to Bathurst. He 
had announced that he hoped that he could retain the 
confidence and patronage of the previous customers of 
the business. He stocked the purest of drugs and 
chemicals on the market and that dispensing was one 
of his specialities. His store kept in stock every known 
remedy as a pharmaceutical and dispensing chemist in 
the township. In those early days most prescriptions 

had to be made up individually 
for each customer. For winter, 
and just arrived, was a lozenge 
remedy for throat infections 
and sufferers of hoarseness and 
irritations of the throat. It sold 
for one shilling (left – a typical 
shilling at that time) a box. 

They were ideal for hacking coughs, bronchial 
infections and similar troubles, so they said.   
 

In November 1891 Mr. 
Caunt’s establishment 
was inundated with 
customers wanting a 
patent cure for influenza 
however the disease 
appeared to be abating 
in violence with only 
one or two fresh cases 
being reported by the 
Bathurst Hospital and 
no deaths had taken 
place during the 
previous few days.   
 

The Premier Drug Store 
stocked all sorts of 
patent bottled medicines 
from Great Britain, Germany, France and the United 
States of America. One was American made Allen’s 
‘Alternative and Blood Purifier’ which sold for two 
shillings and sixpence a bottle. He advertised that it 
was a positive cure, when everything else had failed 

for syphilis, hip 
disease, scrofula, 
chronic liver 
complaints, 
mercurial, 
glandular, 
rheumatics, itching, 
pimples, tumours 
and every other 
disease of the blood 
and skin. Insipid 
cancer had been 
destroyed by it 
also.     
 

Mr. T.C. Starr, a 
fruitier of Keppel 
and William Street, 
wrote a testimonial 

for the medicine stating that he had been in agony from 
an irritation of the skin and had been taking some 
medicine from his doctor. However, after taking 
Allen’s Alternative and Blood Purifier for two weeks 
he now had relief.  
 

Mr. Caunt, who had worked in London, Brisbane and 
Sydney before coming to Bathurst, organised to have a 
‘1892 Toilet Almanac’ distributed in January 1892 
(previous column). They were printed in colour in 
Sydney and they arrived in Bathurst on the steam train.   
 

The almanac pages (below) listed out some of the 
products stocked at the Premier Drug Store. Included 
was Rose tooth powder for whitening the teeth and 
preventing tartar, Astringent Tincture for the gums 
when they were tender, Caunt’s Vegetable pills 
concocted by the proprietor and made from purely 
vegetables. They sold for one shilling and eight pence 
per box.  He had Ladies Own Pills which were 
perfectly safe and reliable in removing the 
irregularities to which ladies were subject. These sold 
at one shilling and sixpence per box.   
 

Bottles of lime juice and glycerine were sold for the 
hair, as were brushes and combs. This emollient wash 
cleansed the hair and skin, removes all scurf, allays the 
irritation and renders the hair soft and glossy.  It 
combines the properties of a wash and a promenade.  

 

A tincture of Borax and Myrrh was a fragrant and 
agreeable combination, prepared with Eau de Cologne 
and was strongly recommended as a curative, tonic and 
antiseptic for spongy and receding gums. This 
concoction sold for one shilling and sixpence a bottle 
and was always in stock.   
 

On 12th March, 1892, Mr. Caunt advertised for “An 
apprentice. Special advantages. Premium required. 
Applicants were asked to apply in writing to Mr. 
Caunt, Premier Drug Store.” 
 

Pearson’s Neutralising Cordial sold at two shillings a 
bottle and supposedly cured diarrhoea, dysentery, 
acute and chronic consumption, weak stomachs, liver 
affections, flatulency, inflamed stomachs, acid 



 10 
stomachs, heartburn, irritable stomachs and 
indigestion. It was suitable for the weakest stomach to 
destroy cramps, piles, costiveness and pain.     

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

NEWS  OF  QUEEN VICTORIA’S  DEATH 
 

The news of the death of Queen Victoria spread very 
quickly throughout the city, even before news came 
out in the local newspapers. The death of Queen 
Victoria took place on Tuesday 22nd January, 1901, at 
half past six in the evening. The queen was aged 81. 
Her death ended an era in which most of her Bathurst 
subjects knew no other monarch. During her 63-year 
reign she saw the growth of her Empire on which the 
sun never set. Queen Victoria restored dignity to the 
English monarchy and ensured its survival as a 
ceremonial head of state.  

 
The first intimation of Her Majesty’s death was 
received in Bathurst on 23rd January, 1901, came to 

hand about twenty minutes past ten, and the news 
spread very quickly. A section was removed from the 
Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal to allow for 
the announcement – ‘London, Tuesday. The Queen is 
dead’ to be included in the edition.  
 

Her Majesty Queen Victoria was born on 24th May, 
1819, the daughter of Edward, Duke of Kent, fourth 
son of King George III., and of Princess Victoria of 
Saxe Saalfeld-Coburg, widow of Prince Emich Earl of    
Leiningen. The paper went on – “She ascended the 
Throne at the death of her uncle King William IV., on 
20th June, 1837, and was crowned at Westminster 
Abbey on 28th June, 1838. She was married on 10th 
February, 1840, to Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-
Gotha, the latter died on 14th December, 1861.” 
 

Bathurstians learnt that a message had been sent from 
New South Wales. It was by the desire of the State 
Premier, Sir William Lyne, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
New South who sent the following cable message to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies: - “My 
Ministers desire me to ask you to convey to his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales and the Royal Family 
the heartfelt sympathy of the people of New South 
Wales, and that they share with other parts of the 
Empire the anxiety and deep distress caused by the 
lamented illness of our Most Gracious Majesty the 
Queen.” 
 

The following Saturday was declared a public holiday 
and no outdoor amusements were allowed whatsoever.  
Owing to the death of the Queen the benefit concert to 
George Mason, at Eglington, was postponed. Anglican 
churches adopted a special form of prayer on the death 
of the Queen. Local citizens put on black armbands out 
of respect to the former monarch.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
   

DON’T  HARBOUR  MY  WIFE! 
 

Australia’s laws on marriage were based on British 
laws founded on the intention that girls and women 
would marry, have children, and their husbands would 
financially support them in the 19th century. If a 
woman worked after marriage, her earnings also 
belonged to her husband. 
 

It was also tremendously complex for a woman to 
obtain a divorce. The British Matrimonial Causes Act, 
passed in 1857 bestowed husbands the right to divorce 
their spouses on the grounds of committing adultery. 
Typically however, a married women was unable to 
seek a divorce if they discovered that their husbands 
had been unfaithful. After a divorce, any children 
became the property of the man with the mother often 
prohibited from any contact with her children. 
 

One must realise that in these early times the minimum 
age of marriage was from 12 years old for girls and 14 
years for boys. Due to the great shortage of women in 
the Southern Colony, along with the need to marry 
quickly because a mother had died, young girls often 
married a much older man. 
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Prior to the 1882 Married Property Act was passed, 
when a woman married her wealth was passed to her 
husband. Often to get out of a marriage wives would 
just leave their husbands who would then place an 
advertisement in the local Bathurst newspaper.  

 

John Dicker could not read, nor write, and had Mr. 
Charles White write out the advertisement and witness 
the document. It cautioned all parties in Bathurst and 
district from employing or harbouring his wife, Anne 
Dicker, or from giving her any money or goods that he 
would be called upon to pay for. He stated that he 
would not be answerable for any debts she may 
contract after the publication of the advertisement. The 
caution appeared in the Bathurst Free Press on 8th 
October, 1853.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

WAXWORK  EXHIBITION  VISITS  IN  1867 
 

In October 1867 the Club House Hotel hosted a 
travelling waxwork exhibition in their commercial 
room. The exhibition had arrived, packed up on four 
horse-drawn wagons after coming part way on the 
Great Western Railway, which terminated at 
Wentworth Falls. The venue proved too small so that 
all the wax figures could not be displayed at the one 
time, so part of the displays were changed each day.    
 

The collection was 
supposedly the most 
complete exhibited in the 
colonies. The wax 
sculptures represented 
famous people from 
history as well as 
contemporary personalities 
that were exhibited in 
lifelike poses and wearing 
real clothing. People such 
as Abraham Lincoln, 
Thomas Jefferson, 
Sleeping Beauty, Florence 
Nightingale, Tom Sawyer, 
as well as “The Return of 
Burke, Wills and King to 

Cooper’s Creek”. There were notorious criminals, the 
models of the figures being made by accomplished 
artists. Models included Australian bushrangers Ben 
Hall, Frank Gardiner, John Gilbert, John Dunn, John 

Vane and ‘Mad Dog’ Daniel Morgan, (seen below) 
being shot and killed in 1865. The exhibition was open 
from 10am to 10pm. It cost one shilling to get in with 
children half price.     

 

Madame Sohier’s Waxwork Exhibition had first 
moved to Sydney in 1859. Her real name was Ellen 
Williams and she was a waxwork artist. Not long after 
her husband died and she remarried and continued her 
travelling exhibitions.    
 

Reports said “The attractiveness of this exhibition 
continues unabated, the additions made to it from time 
to time by the energetic proprietress maintaining the 
prestige or novelty so essential to the popularity of an 
exhibition of this class. One of the most recent 
additions was the figure of the aboriginal, Black Harry, 
who had been executed previously for the murder of 
Mrs Mills. The figure was remarkably life-like and 
bears an evident stamp of being an exact likeness of 
the original. Another feature of interest during the past 
week has been the engagement of the “Australian Fat 
Youth” whose Leviathan proportions have excited the 
usual amount of astonishment from numerous local 
visitors. This “lusus nuturæ” was exhibited in 
conjunction with the waxworks. The whole exhibition 
will well repay a visit to all who may have a leisure 
hour to while away. A very excellent band adds 
materially to the liveliness of the ‘ensemble.” 
 

Each model was accompanied by an information board 
that would impart any gory details and other titillation 
of what the criminals, especially, had done to their 
victims, that would help attract patrons along.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

O’CONNELL  CRICKET  CLUB 
 

In September 1889 the O’Connell Cricket Club was 
formed and before long was flourishing with about 
thirty playing members. Their worthy townsman, Mr. 
Edward Morgan, had been elected as secretary at the 
first meeting and set about contacting the cricket club 
at Tarana to arrange a match. The club travelled into 
Bathurst needing at least four buggies to get the team 
in to play. Supporters would often attend meaning 
several more buggies travelled in for the match.  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
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POSTCARDS USED OFTEN BEFORE 

TELEPHONES 

 

In the late 1890s and up to World War One it was 
often cheaper to send a postcard which cost one penny 
than ring up, though local calls cost one penny also. 
Often what is written on the postcard gives a 
fascinating insight into times gone by.  
  

Message says “Monday 12 noon. Dear Mother, just a 
few lines to let you know we arrived at Bathurst OK. 
The old town looks lovely and we had a nice trip. We 
are staying at Miss Flynn’s, 216 George Street, 
Bathurst.  We went up to Miss W. Little last night, but 
was out, and yesterday a man took me out for a car 
ride for about 50 miles and it was lovely. Mother I 
hope your leg is getting better, Nell has a bit of a cold, 
Enid is OK. My word Mother it is years since I wrote 
to you from here. I will have to close with heaps of 
love and heaps of kisses from your loving son Tom. 
xxxx. PS Lovely day yesterday and today Nell & Enid 

 

All three children have written on the postcard which 
possibly dates in the 1930s.  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 
 

● That the first motor garage in Bathurst was operating 
from a site in 1909. It was called the Bathurst Motor 
Garage with the company being registered on 17th 
March, 1910. It was situated at 59 – 61 William Street. 
In the 1920s Bathurst Motors moved from its original 
site at 59 – 61 William Street to expand their facilities 
at 45 – 47 (where Martin Lapin’s shop was) where 
they remained until Bathurst Motors moved into 
Durham Street and later selling their site to Coles 
Supermarkets.                                            
 

●  Jones Brothers was another garage in Bathurst, next 
door to the First Nugget Hotel. It was later sold to the 
Aubin brothers. It was operated by Reg (father of Jack 
and Paddy Aubin) and Norman (father of Geoff) and 
was known as Aubin Bros.  
 

●  In 1881 the Bathurst Hospital Committee decided to 
also employ female nurses at the hospital. One of the 
first was Mrs Burns, however she was untrained. As 
there were no nurses’ training courses that one could 
attend, the Committee decided at their monthly 
meeting on 6th December, 1897, that they would issue 
a ‘certificate’ to nurses who had completed three years 
‘training on the job’.  
 

● By February 1862 there was great deal of excitement 
in Bathurst after the news that the All English Eleven 
was to visit Bathurst to play cricket with the Western 
Districts’ Team. Bathurstians had to pay an admission 
of one shilling to get into the ground, the fee was 
already being collected and a ticket given. Those 
spectators travelling by horse drawn vehicle were to 
travel to the cricket ground via the Denison Bridge.  
 

ANSWER  TO  MYSTERY  OBJECT 
 

The mystery object is a hand-held photographic 
exposure timing plummet. It was designed to mark one 
second of time at each beat or swing. The gadget was 
intended to simplify the timing of exposures as the 
shutter was opened and closed manually.  
 
 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $22 single and $34 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.   
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


