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FROM  THE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Salutations to one and all. I hope you are all keeping 
well and that the COVID ‘shots’ will get organised in 
Bathurst soon. This inoculation is our nation’s largest 
peacetime National Immunisation Program in our 
history.   
 

Wow, the Museum is opening again 
from Wednesday 7th April with free 
entry but with donations welcome.  
As the whole of the museum is not 
open it was thought we couldn't 
charge at this stage.  It is hoped that 
having the doors open might attract a 
few people and they might buy a 
book or want some research done. 
The opening hours are for 
Wednesdays and Fridays only from 
11am till 2pm at this stage.   
 

There is a full muster programme in this issue so 
please take advantage of some of the activities and 
informative musters.  
 

MEMBERSHIP  REMINDER - A 

friendly reminder that memberships will be due in the 
next few weeks, by 30th June, and payable on or 
before the 31st July each year. A form to renew your 
membership will accompany your newsletter. 
 

To those members on the sick list we wish you a 
speedy recovery and hope you will be doing pushups 
soon.  
 

Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor  

oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

The New Year started off 
with a working bee to clear 
away the dust and the 
festive season decorations.  
Not long after the doors to 
the museum had opened, 
we were given short notice 
that the Justice Department 
had major works planned 
for the Courthouse which 
included taking back the 

area at the back of the museum including our toilet and 
kitchen facilities and the courtyard.  Another working 
bee had to be quickly organised to pack up and move 
anything we wanted to keep from those areas.  The 

showcases at the rear of the museum also had to be 
unpacked to make way for the construction of a new 
toilet and kitchen facilities to be built inside the 
museum.   
 

The good news is that we are now planning to reopen 
in early April and the museum is 
undergoing a revamp to cater for 
the reduced space.  Our Museum 
Curator, Samantha Friend, and a 
subcommittee are working on the 
redesign of the museum and these 
changes will hopefully be in place 
by the end of the month and we 
propose to have a small function 
to celebrate these changes. 
 

During the time of construction 
many volunteers have continued 
to go about what they do for the 

Society including our Archivist, Kim Bagot-Hiller and 
our researchers, Howard Sinclair and Diane 
Hutchinson.  Barry Cubitt has been continuing 
scanning photographs from the Society’s collection as 
part of the digitisation programme.   Other volunteers 
have been editing the Gregory Collection scanned 
images in preparation to one day having these 
available online.  A thank you to Lynn Peard, Judy 
Tyson, Diane Coman and Irene Lark for their ongoing 
efforts on this project. 
 

The Society’s Media coordinator, Sarah Swift, has 
been working hard at getting our presence felt on 
Facebook by making announcements and sharing 
Bathurst’s history with our followers.  Recently some 
gowns from our garment collection were on show at 
Miss Traills House when they held the Fabulous 
Heirloom Fashions. 
 

Old Government Cottage is now opening to the public 
on the fourth Sunday of each month after a very 
successful day at the end of February, opening for the 
first time in over twelve months.  Several working bees 
were held to clean the cottage and tidy up the garden to 
prepare it for the reopening and a big thank you to the 
volunteers who have assisted with this. 
 

To ensure the museum can remain open more 
volunteers are needed to assist with the front desk to 
welcome visitors and follow correct COVID - safe 
protocols.  If you are available or know of anyone who 
could volunteer in this way please contact myself or 
our Volunteer Coordinator, Julie Liddell, to find out 
more. 
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I would also like to thank the committee for their 
contributions and support in what has not been the 
easiest time with the challenges we have had to face 
over the past few months. Past committees have no 
doubt had their challenges and we can only look to 
meeting these trials and being flexible enough to move 
forward to a better and stronger Society.  Thank you to 
all our volunteers and members. If you have any 
suggestions or feedback, we would love to hear from 
you. 

Mary Fletcher  

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
  

SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS  
& ACTIVITIES 

 

VENUE FOR MUSTERS 
 

Monthly Musters are held at the Uniting Church 
Activities Hall (between the church and the 1837 
Hall) in William Street, opposite Machattie Park. 
Musters are open to the general public with a 
7.30pm start. There will be COVID-19 spacing in 
the hall. A donation box will be available at the 
muster if you can assist with the costs of renting, 
COVID-19 and supper.  
 

For further information please contact Chris 
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450. 
 

Remember if you are not feeling well please stay 
home. For everyone else we are COVID-safe.     
 

 

17th April – Saturday - Graham Lupp’s Town 
Square Tour. Time: 2.00pm – 4.00pm. Cost: $20 per 
person – bookings essential. Location: Meet at the 
Carillon in the Town Square’s King’s Parade, Russell 
Street. Bookings: Bathurst Visitor Information Centre 
1800 68 1000. Take a fascinating guided tour around 
the Bathurst Town Square with Graham Lupp OAM; 
artist, architect and author of the Architectural History 
Building Bathurst. The tour charge includes an 
illustrated booklet describing existing and lost 
buildings and a donation to the Bathurst District 
Historical Society. Bring a hat, water and sensible 
walking shoes. Numbers are limited. 
 

18th April – Sunday - Down by the Riverside. Time: 
10.30am – 12.30pm. Cost: Free – bookings essential. 
Location: Meet at the Foundation Cairn at the corner 
of William and Stanley Streets. Bookings: Bathurst 
Visitor Information Centre 1800 68 1000. Enjoy a 
gentle stroll around the river walk and discover some 
of Bathurst’s lesser known history through fascinating 
stories of river crossings, floods, “Manly Beach”, 

Peace Park, River Road, sawmills, brickworks, inns 
and market gardens. Following the tour, join us for 

lunch at Harvest Café (own expense). 
 

22nd April 2021 – Muster - Thursday - Darrin 
Treanor – “Michael and Johanna Treanor - The 
Grand Hotel (1891-1897)”. NOTE DATE OF 
MUSTER.  

This talk will include Darrin Treanor’s links to the 
Toohey Brewing Family, how The Grand Hotel came 
into being and its opening with a few stories from that 
time. Darrin has located a family photo of Michael 
Treanor taken at the time of the Grand Hotel being 
built. The lacework on its verandas saw several other 
hotels upgrade their hotel. The hotel quickly gained an 
impressive reputation for its accommodation with 
farmers staying overnight for their visits into Bathurst 
for supplies. Commercial travellers used the hotel’s 
rooms to show and demonstrate their products.   

 

25th April – Sunday - Old Government Cottage will 
be open from 12 noon to 4pm.  Have you considered 
visiting Old Government Cottage at 16 Stanley Street 
down by the river and see the PowerPoint presentation 
of early historical Bathurst images which give a 
fascinating insight into the early years of Bathurst life 
and social occasions after commercial photography 
developed in the 1870s and later.  
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A timeline photo presentation is laid out to allow 
visitors to more logically see the development of 
Bathurst and surrounding area and how the Europeans 
crossed the Blue Mountains and how the road was 
built by Cox, along with aspects of the convict 
settlement. Whilst the exact date of the building still 
defies researchers it could be as early as 1825 or 1827 
or the 1850s. All scenarios are laid out to see. 

 

1st May – Saturday - Graham Lupp’s Town Square 
Tour.  Time: 2.00pm – 4.00pm. Cost: $20 per person – 
bookings essential. Location: Meet at the Carillon in 
the Town Square’s King’s Parade, Russell Street. 
Bookings: Bathurst Visitor Information Centre 1800 
68 1000. Take a fascinating guided tour around the 
Bathurst Town Square with Graham Lupp OAM; 
artist, architect and author of the Architectural History 
Building Bathurst. The tour charge includes an 
illustrated booklet describing existing and lost 
buildings and a donation to the Bathurst District 
Historical Society. Bring a hat, water and sensible 
walking shoes. Numbers are limited. 
 

6th May 2021 – 
Thursday - Muster – A 
talk by Andrew 
Reynolds, Director, of 
John Taylor & Co and 
hosted by the Bathurst 
District Historical 
Society commencing at 
7.30pm in the Uniting 
Church Hall, William 
Street Bathurst.  The 
talk will encompass 
Taylor & Co, the 
Festival of the Bells, the 
Bathurst Carillon and 
Carillons in general. 

 

1st to 9th May - Heritage Week. Heritage Week is an 
opportunity to discover more about the rich and often 
surprising stories of the Bathurst region with a varied 
series of diverse activities.  
 

Join a heritage tour, celebrate Proclamation Day, take a 
self-guided walk along the Surveyors Walk or the 
Town Square and visit the Bathurst District Historical 
Society Museum in Russell Street. If you would like to 
see the full programme you will need to visit 
www.bathurstregion.com.au/heritageweek   
 

7th to 9th May – Friday to Sunday - Festival of 
Bells.  
     Friday 7th: Last Post Ceremony – 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
     Saturday 8th: 1.30pm – 7.00pm 
     Sunday 9th: 12pm - 4pm 
Cost: Free - bookings essential for seating. Location: 
Kings Parade - bounded by William, George, Church 
and Russell Streets. Bookings: Bathurst Visitor 
Information Centre 1800 68 1000. 

 

The inaugural Festival of Bells is centred on the 
recently upgraded and now world-class Bathurst War 
Memorial Carillon. One of just three Carillons in 
Australia, the Bathurst Carillon is unique as the only 
one located in regional and rural Australia. Free family 
events range from a commemorative Last Post 
Ceremony and opening of the Eternal Flame Chamber 
to the public, followed by two days of themed 
entertainment and celebration. Music performances 
will feature the Carillon, bands, bell ringers, choirs and 
local musical talent. The very best of local food and 
wine will also be available at the venue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8th May – Rockley Walking Tour – 9am to 12 noon. 
Cost is $15 per person – bookings at Bathurst Visitor 
Information Centre 1800 68 1000. (Above – group of 
locals from Rockley.) Meet at Stephens Park carpark 
opposite the pub, Budden Street, Rockley. The guided 
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tour commences with a short talk in Stephens Park 
followed by a stroll around the village.  

 

9th May – Sunday - Proclamation Day at 
Bicentennial Park, Corner William and Stanley Streets. 
Contact: Bathurst Visitor Information Centre 1800 68 
1000.  Proclamation Day celebrates the shared history 
of Bathurst with the Wiradjuri people and wider 
Bathurst community. The event is held at Bicentennial 
Park in the exact location Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie raised the flag marking Bathurst, 
Australia’s first inland European settlement in 1815. 
Included in the celebrations of Proclamation Day is a 
ceremony recognising past and present members of 
Bathurst who have contributed to shaping the town. 
The community is invited to explore the rich history of 
Bathurst, with guided and self-guided tours of The 
Delightful Spots Trail. 

 

20th May 2021 – Muster - Thursday - Andrew 
Fletcher will speak on the ‘Bathurst Bad Boys from 
WW1.’ Andrew will also talk about the Bathurst 
Showgrounds. Andrew will look at the not so glorious 
side of military service. There are many rules and 
regulations in the military which for some only means 
more opportunities to get into trouble.  
 

Australian soldiers had a reputation for being larrikins 
who enjoyed a practical joke and disliked authority or 
anyone representing authority. Some found out after 
they joined that they were in the wrong place and left 
while others saw a great opportunity to change the 
military. Others just ignored it because they were there 
to do a job and painting rocks and saluting officers 
wasn’t it. 
 
 

17th June - Thursday – Muster – Alan McRae will 
talk about the ‘Bathurst and District Remembers 
World War 2 Exhibition 2021’ – it incorporates some 
600 enlarged images of people in camp, on battlefields 
and training, as well as the Wall of Valour with 130 
photos to date. Other Snapshots of WW2 will be made 
into three PowerPoint presentations to show in the 
WW2 theatre at Bathurst Showgrounds from 13th to 
16th August. There will be some 3,000 items of WW2 
memorabilia, uniforms, war mail, POW, RAAF, WW2 
model railway, military vehicles and lots more.  
 

15th July – Thursday – 
Muster - Kim Bagot-Hiller 
- 76th anniversary of Ben 
Chifley becoming Prime 
Minister and the 86th 
anniversary of him 
entering parliament. On a 
cold July night in 1945 Ben 
Chifley travelled back to 
Bathurst from Canberra in a 
1939 Buick in the company 
of Ray Tracy.  Seeing the 
lights of Bathurst Ray Tracy 
followed familiar roads frequented by Ben during his 
days as a railway man with family, friends and 
neighbours.  
 

The journey ends at a laneway in Havannah Street, the 
back entrance of his brother Richard’s home, the 
family home in Russell Street.   
 

Waiting is Ben’s family - his brothers, Richard and 
Patrick, nieces Burdie and Maureen, nephews John and 
Josèphe, and Ben’s beloved wife Elizabeth, all 
awaiting the arrival of their Ben. Joseph Benedict 
Chifley or ‘Ben’ as he was known, a husband, uncle, 
railway man and local leader who rose from a 
politician to become the 16th Prime Minister of 
Australia.   
 

A leader who, through his humility and humanity, 
stood as a Statesmen, described as the “Abraham 
Lincoln of Australia”, while remaining “Chif”. It is 85 
years since Ben entered Parliament and 75 years on his 
elevation to the office of Prime Minister – so come and 
spend an evening with Bathurst’s Local Statesman. 
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14th to 17th August - ‘Bathurst & District 
Remembers World War Two Exhibition 2021’ 
marking VJ Day - 75th Anniversary of the end of 
World War Two and the Centenary of the RAAF. 
The event will take place at the Bathurst Showground 
on VJ Weekend 2021. It will be the largest event of its 
type in country New South Wales. 
 

The exhibition will be open to the public from Friday 
13th, Saturday 14th – VJ Day, Sunday 15th and 
Monday 16th August with opening hours from 9am to 
5pm Friday to Sunday and 9am to 4pm Monday. This 
is a World War Two Exhibition which will consist of 
“Snapshots of World War 2” – 1,000 enlarged or 
PowerPoint photos of battlefields, training, home front, 
etc., and the “Wall of Valour - World War 2 
servicemen and women with an association with 
Bathurst who enlisted and served” with 100 enlarged 
photos.  
 

There will be some 2,500 plus military and WW2 
memorabilia items from guest exhibitors along with 
newsreels from the day. A military vehicle display is 
included. There will be other activities by the Bathurst 
RSL Sub Branch and others over the four days. Pupils 
and students from local Bathurst and district schools 
have been invited.  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help set up as well as 
keep the exhibition open for the four days. For further 
details or book in to participate ASAP contact - Alan 
McRae 02 63315404 amcrae@lisp.com.au  

 

 
19th August 2021 – Muster - John 
Judge - The Milltown Cemetery, also 
known as the Lambert Street 
cemetery. It was Bathurst’s second 
cemetery bounded by Havannah, Piper 

and Lambert Streets. Established in the 
early 1840s as a general cemetery 
though by the 1880s vandals were 
desecrating the human remains lying 
about the old cemetery. John has been 
researching this subject for some time to 

provide an insight into this little known cemetery.  
 

17th September 2021 – Muster – ‘Show and Tell 
Evening’ with various members and possibly guests 
talking about different Bathurst associated items for 15 
minutes. Do you have something? – please contact 
Alan McRae 63315404 or email amcrae@lisp.com.au 
to book in your mini talk.  

oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

2021  ANNUAL  TWILIGHT  PICNIC 
 

Our Twilight Picnic was our first social event since 
COVID-19 closed us down early last year and leads 
off the yearly muster and activities programme for 
2021. It was a most pleasant evening in a picturesque 
location for our annual Twilight Picnic held at historic 
‘Clifton’ at Locksley.   

 

The picnic took place on Sunday 28th February and 
saw a number of our members travel to Sandy 
Bathgates and Samantha Friend’s restored country 
home.  
 

It was a nice fine day and members were able to sit in 
the gardens after being welcomed to ‘Clifton’ on the 
Tarana Road.  
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The property has a great history which was settled in 
about 1825, part of a 1,100 acre land grant awarded to 
Charles Simeon Marsden. It was then known as 'Dirty 
Swamp', before being broken up in about 1859 into 
three properties.  The pub called the 'Crispin Arms' 
was built in 1861 and the locality became known as 
Lock’s Platform in 1870 and became known as 
Locksley in 1879.  In 1940 the then Minister for 
Lands, Mr George Wilson, added a wing to the house 
and after he died in 1942, his widow, Freda, married 
Dr Brooke Moore in 1947 and they lived there until 
1954 when it was sold to the Miller family who lived 
and farmed there until 2008 when the present 
incumbents bought the property. 

 

Above - Merryll Hope, Mary Fletcher and Jenner 
Plumley at ‘Clifton’.  
 

Parts of the garden are Heritage Listed and have been 
extensively improved and expanded in the last 10 
years. The garden features a large rose garden, 
herbaceous beds, orchard, established trees and shrubs, 
and shady lawns. 
 

The Convict Quarters, built in 1826 and restored in 
2018, have won a National Trust Heritage Award. 
 

There were plenty of compliments about the 
restoration of ‘Clifton’ and the evening. It was 
disappointing that less than half of the people who 
booked in to go didn’t turn up. Sandy and Samantha – 
thank you for hosting the Twilight Picnic for 2021. 
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

REMEMBRANCE  WEEKEND   2018 
BOOK  RELEASED 

 

The ‘Remembrance Weekend 2018’ book was released 
on Monday 15th February, 2021, at the Bathurst 
Library. The book was compiled and written by Alan 
McRae, FAIHA, Vice President Bathurst District 
Historical Society and Curator of the exhibition. The 
release was held up by COVID-19.  
 

This 159 page book remembers Bathurst and district 
servicemen and women from World War One and is 
profusely illustrated with a large number of historic 
photographs. The book also has a comprehensive 
index. 
 

One section covers what was happening in and around 

Bathurst which is called ‘On This Day’, commencing 
from 23rd September, 1918, to 17th November, 1918. 
It tells of what was happening in and around Bathurst 
and overseas in the closing days of the Great War and 
how it affected everybody. 

 

Photo above - Mary-Clare Thatcher, Information 
Services Team Leader, Bathurst Library, with Alan 
McRae, FAIHA, Author, Vice President, Bathurst 
District Historical Society and Curator of the 
exhibition, along with Mary Fletcher, President of 
the Bathurst District Historical Society with the 
‘Remembrance Weekend 2018’ book. 
 

The book includes letters from the Front which were 
sent home to parents and loved ones and to the local 
newspapers in Bathurst at the time. The National 
Advocate and The Bathurst Post held a lot of 
information of these war years.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another section has a large number of World War One 
service men’s and women’s portraits along with their 
stories and information on each. Their stories gives the 
reader a fascinating insight into living through the time 
of the Great War.  
 

Another segment in the book has a mass of images of 
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wartime scenes and Bathurst from 1914 to 1918. There 
are scenes from Gallipoli, Egypt, Palestine, France, 
Belgium and England. Photos of crashed planes, 
pontoon bridges, horses and camels, the trenches, 
troopships, processions, POWs, hospitals, machine gun 
practice, and the list goes on.  
 

Also covered are a number of wartime trench art items 
and mementos which the soldiers brought home, some 
very cleverly made. These include a brass shell water 
bottle, invalid feeding cup, rum measure, love tokens, 
cameras and ‘two up pennies.’  
 

The final portion shows some photos and information 
from the Exhibition itself at the Walshaw Hall. Thanks 
goes to all the volunteers and helpers who worked 
tirelessly over the four days to get it laid out and ready 
for the public.  
 

There were a great number of compliments about the 
exhibition, including from both our local member, Paul 
Toole, Member of the Legislative Assembly and 
Member for Bathurst Minister for Regional Transport, 
along with Andrew Gee, M.P., our Federal Member for 
Calare.  
 

With the Museum open again on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 11am to 2pm you will be able to 
purchase a copy. The book currently sells for $40. 
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

LEWIN  FAMILY  ON  BATHURST’S 
PIONEER  WALL 

 

On Saturday 20th February, 2021, at 11.00 am the 
unveiling of a plaque in the name of ‘Lewin’ took 
place at the Pioneer Wall on the corner of Stanley and 
William Streets at the Macquarie River. Lewin and 
McRae great, great grandchildren and relatives from 
around the State met to uncover the plaque which was 
to take place last year.  
 

Such plaques can be ordered through the Bathurst 
District Historical Society with enquiries through the 
Museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Australian lineage begins with my Great 
Grandmother Ellen who was born Ellen Cruttwell 
Lewin on 20th January, 1848, at Wickham Markets in 
Suffolk, England.  Her parents were Francis, born on 

21st October, 1815, and Ellen (nee Richards) Lewin.  
Ellen was their eldest daughter and she would later 
marry Murdoch McRae in northern New South Wales.    
 

Francis’s father purchased the nearby Deben Flour 
Mills in the County of Suffolk in 1814 which is why 
Francis later became a master miller himself. By the 
1830s his dad was operating two water and two wind 
flour mills and cultivating about 500 acres of farm land 
as well as being a buyer of corn. John’s wife Ann 
helped her husband in the mills.  

 

Jill Glencorse, Kerry and Alan McRae and Jaxon 
and Amy Theobald.   
 

In the late 1700s and early 1800s the drift into the 
cities in Britain and Scotland was accelerated by the 
industrial revolution and the applications of the Corn 
Laws administered by Sir Robert Peel. The Laws put 
tariffs and trade restrictions on imported food and all 
cereal grains between 1815 and 1846. While they were 
repealed in 1846 the damage had been done. Both John 
Lewin and Rev. Richard Cruttwell made 
representations to have the Corn Laws changed or 
repealed and gave evidence before the House of Lords. 
Basically the effect of the Laws were to force into 
unemployment all married farm labourers.  
 

Francis’s father carried on the Deben Mills until the 
end of the 1840s, though in the early 1850s he made 
some unsuccessful ventures. Francis was forced to sell 
his own flour mill and nearly all his possessions to pay 
his family’s debt. Francis then set up the Raglan 
Works making small farm implements but there was 
no real profit so these problems led to his decision to 
come to Australia to commence a new life. By 1852 he 
too was bankrupt.  
 

Francis got married at 30 years of age to Ellen 
Richards, the 22 year old adopted daughter of Rev. 
Richard Cruttwell. Ellen later helped pay the 
outstanding Lewin debt by handing over her 
inheritance. She was able to keep her household items 
given to her at their wedding.  
 

Francis’s father, John, retired after his son and family 
sailed for Australia. By this time Francis was a 
thoroughly competent mill engineer in sails, water 
wheels and steam. He was also interested in plants, 
grapes and vegetable gardens. His love of books saw 
him replace numbers of his various books.      
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Left - Ellen Cruttwell 
Lewin (taken about 
1880) sailed to 
Australia with her 
parents, departing from 
the Port of Liverpool 
on the West coast of 
England which had 
established itself as an 
important trading port 
after the industrial 
revolution. The Lewin 
family boarded their 
ship on the 3rd 
November, 1853, on 
the ‘Aerd van Nes’, a 
Dutch sailing vessel of 
582 tons, under 

Captain Carjens whose signature appears below.   
 

The Lewin family had 
secured a passage as 
cabin passengers and 
free settlers, bound 
via Rio de Janeiro. 

Ellen’s mother fell pregnant on the journey with her 
fourth child.  The trip took 105 days, sailing through 
Sydney Heads on 16th February, 1854.  
 

Francis carried ‘Letters of Introduction’ on the journey 
which were later presented to Governor Fitzroy, these 
leading to a number of invitations to Government 
House which his wife attended as her husband was too 
occupied. 
 

Within two months of arrival in Australia Bessie 
Cruttwell died of gastroenteritis because of putrid well 
water.  The family then moved to Brickfield Hill with 
its pottery works.   
 

In May 1854 Francis moved the family onto a small 
farm at Parramatta, hoping to grow wheat and 
supplement his income by working on the sail and 
water flour mills which were plentiful in the area. His 
wheat crop was ruined by rust. 
 

It was after this that Francis Lewin accepted the 
position as miller with the Grosvenor Suttor family 
with the flour mill built at Peel, between Bathurst and 
Sofala, to supply the gold prospectors with flour and 
supplies.  
 

The miller’s house and mill were built in the thriving 
village itself, not far from Clear Creek. The Peel Steam 
Flour Mill was operating in 1854.  The machinery was 
to be upgraded in 1856 and that is why Francis Lewin 
was employed.  The Lewin family travelled over the 
Blue Mountains to Kelso near Bathurst by wagon then 
out to Peel. 
 

At Peel two more children were born into the Lewin 
family. Grosvenor Francis was born on 30th 

December, 1856, and Helena Lewin was born on 24th 
November, 1858.  Grosvenor was christened at Kelso’s 
Holy Trinity Church (below) on 4th February, 1857, 
entry number 912.  Several of the Suttor family from 
Brucedale were present.  Grosvenor was named after 
Francis Lewin’s boss, Grosvenor Francis.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ellen loved her time at Peel, according to a family 
letter. She was able to go with her father to the three 
storey steam-driven flour mill with its sack hoist, 
which was built of local granite, handmade bricks and 
hand-forged nails by 8 to 10 men and progress was 
continually reported in "The Bathurst Free Press" at 
the time.  The complex was situated on 12½ acres. The 
mill was operated by a 20 HP steam engine situated at 
the rear of the building, which operated three sets of 
grinding stones.    

Above - Drawing of the Peel Steam Flour Mill. 
  

With the gold petering out and the dwindling 
population, the mill became less and less profitable so 
the services of Francis Lewin were no longer required 
and the family set out for Sydney by coach towards the 
end of 1860.  The Peel mill was later sold in May 
1868.  
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Grosvenor Francis advertised every so often in the 
‘Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal’ with one of 
his advertisements informing the local settlers, miners 
and travellers that – “Peel Steam Mills for grinding, 
dressing and smutting – charge is one shilling per 
bushel. NB – An entire load ground in three hours.” 

 

Francis said he was a cousin of John William Lewin, 
the early Australian artist and naturalist. John came up 
from Sydney town to this spot on the Macquarie River 
in May 1815 when Governor Macquarie proclaimed 
the township of Bathurst. Lewin painted 15 detailed 
landscapes on the trip to Bathurst including this image 
of the various tents in the Governor’s party, along with 
the flagpole. The site is about 100 yards from where 
the Lewin plaque was unveiled.  
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

FISHERMEN  HAD  TO  BE  CAREFULL  
ALONG  THE  MACQUARIE  RIVER 

 

In mid-January 1935 the ‘National Advocate’ reported 
on a story about the tragic death of a man in flood 
waters near Stony Creek. Returning from a fishing 
excursion at The Forge, (photo 
right by H.C. Beavis) along the 
Macquarie River about 20 miles 
from Bathurst, late on Sunday 
afternoon, two well-known local 
residents were trapped in a car in 
the bed of a creek which was 
flooded when a cloud burst. 
 

Ernest Walter Flynn, caretaker of 
the Technical College buildings, 
was swept away and drowned. 
His body was not recovered. His 
companion, Mr. Hector Lupp, 
had a hair raising experience and 
a remarkable escape from 
drowning, too. The ill-fated party consisting of the late 
Mr. Flynn and Mr. Hector Lupp, the young musician 
of Stewart Street, left Bathurst on Saturday afternoon 
to fish at The Forge for the weekend.  
 

They travelled in Mr. Lupp's Overland car and joined 
two other angling friends, Herbert Jenkinson and 
Arthur Aylin, both of whom had journeyed by 
motorcycle the previous afternoon to the popular 
fishing ground, which is some miles off the main Hill 
End bridle road, and to which the bush track is rough 
and difficult to negotiate. 

The quartet had a successful outing, hauling cod 
weighing nearly 30lb. The deceased, a keen and good 
fisherman, landed his share. Late in the afternoon they 
set out on the homeward trip, with storms raging 
around the hilly country. 
 

The motorcyclists travelled slightly ahead of the car, 
and though the track was rain drenched and 
treacherous they reached Bad Creek, so designated 
because of its dangerous basement and sharp, stiff 
ascent after necessarily slow travelling. The cyclists 
cleared the crossing alright, but while the car was in 
the bottom of it, crawling in low gear, disaster 
overtook it. Water had fallen in sheets in the creek’s 
catchment area and a terrific body roared down the 
creek in relentless fury and rapidly overwhelmed the 
surprised motorists. 
 

The raging wall of water swept the car off its wheels, 
overturned it and carried it away as if like a piece of 
driftwood. Both Flynn and Lupp were washed out of 
the car on capsizing and were left to their own 
resources to face the flood peril. 
 

What subsequently happened and culminated in stark 
tragedy forms a story of an amazing escape on the part 
of Lupp and of intense pathos regarding the 
unfortunate victim. “The flood waters,”' Mr. Lupp 
continued, “literally picked up the car and it went 
whirling away like an empty barrel.” 
 

“Eventually I got a hold of a tree. There I hung on 
tenaciously, though in an exhausted state, and when I 
recovered raised myself up into a fork. However, the 

water continued to 
rise and was 
forced to seek 
refuge eight or ten 
feet higher up. 
There I remained 
drenched and cold 
for two and a half 
hours. My calls 
and coo-ees to my 
other mates were 
at last heard and 
they came to my 
rescue. They threw 
me a rope, which I 
tied round my 

body, and they pulled me across to safety.” 
 

Mr. Lupp finally reached Stoney Creek homestead and 
stayed with the Bullock family who were connected by 
telephone, however it was out of order because of the 
stormy weather. 
 

When the Bathurst police was apprised of the fatality, 
Sgt. Brindle and Constable Norton motored to the 
scene, where the flood waters had almost disappeared. 
Sgt. Brindle vigilantly trailed the riverbanks for hours 
until dark, but to no avail. The search resumed the 
following morning.  



 10 
BUSHRANGER  HAD  BATHURST  

CONNECTION 
 

Dan Morgan was one 
of the bushrangers 
around when Ben Hall 
was terrorising citizens. 
Dan had been born on 
30th April, 1830, 
though he was born 
John Fuller. He was 
then fostered. When he 
could he took off to the 
country where he found 
work as a stock rider. 
Whilst apparently a 
good rider and stockman, it seems he took a few of the 
stock, though it wasn’t proved.    
 

In 1854 he committed highway robbery at Castlemaine 
in Victoria and was sentenced to twelve years of hard 
labour. He was soon classed as a bushranger. Due to 
good behaviour he was given his ticket-of-leave and 
told to report to Police in the area he said he was going 
to live.  
 

In mid 1863 he began stealing racehorses and their 
saddles as he was infatuated with racehorses. His 
mother, Mary Owen, had married and moved to 
Bathurst where she was now living. Morgan resolved 
to travel to Bathurst to visit her. To facilitate this he 
misappropriated two horses. On the way he bumped 
into a squad of Police who were looking for him for 
the horses he stole. He succeeded in not being seized 
and locked up. He then basically disappeared for a 
while so one wonders if he saw his mother in Bathurst.  
 

By now Dan had been nicknamed “Mad Dog” due to 
his unpredictable behaviour and violent mood swings. 
He again began raiding various stations, taking 
hostages as well as carrying out shootouts with the 
mounted troopers. After Morgan killed a trooper in 
July 1864, the Government of New South Wales put a 
£1,000 bounty on his head.  
 

On 8th April, 1865, ‘Mad Dog’ decided to hold up 
Peechelba Station in Victoria. The MacPherson family 
lived there and had a nursemaid to take care of their 
baby. She managed to sneak away and sound the alert. 
The Police were sent for and surrounded the 
homestead during the night, waiting for Morgan to 
leave in the early hours.  
 

In a shootout Morgan was shot with just one bullet in 
the back, above his shoulder blade, and died of the 
wound.  
 

Later, on Saturday night 28th October, 1911, the career 
of crime of the most bloodthirsty of Australian 
bushrangers, Dan Morgan, was screened by Mr. Al. 
Forrest, before an overflowing audience, in the 
Bathurst School of Arts on the corner of William and 
Howick Street. The picture and effects were amongst 

the best ever shown in Bathurst, whilst the other films, 
which made up a splendid programme, made the 
entertainment most interesting and enjoyable. Morgan, 
according to the picture story, shot people with as 
much compunction as a small boy would shoot flies. 
Consequently, it was with feelings of great relief that 
those present witnessed him get his just desserts - shot 
by the police as he was in the act of crossing a stream 
by means of a fallen tree. The picture was thoroughly 
explained by Mr. Roy Cushing, whilst the light, 
steadiness, etc., for which the operator was 
responsible, were of the best. 
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

On 8th November, 1911, the Turon Shire Council 
received a communication from Mr. John Miller, 
M.L.A., from the Public Works Department, stating 
that the necessary surveys had been made for the 
proposed weirs on the Macquarie River at Bathurst. An 
officer would be sent the following week to complete 
the investigation, which was commenced by the late 
Mr. Coane, as to the objects of the scheme. The letter 
was formally received at their monthly Council 
meeting.  
 

Councillors instructed their engineer to work with the 
Public Works Department in order to expedite the 
project. It was hoped that the public would be able to 
swim in the proposed weir.  
 

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 

Museum and Archives: 

East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63322522 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au   
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $24 single and $37 family 
   Corporate rate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum and Bookshop Hours: Temporary due to 

COVID-19 
 

Wednesday and Friday 11am - 2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours: 

Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
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