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FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Salutations and welcome to a new year, 2021, and
hoping that we can keep ahead of COVID-19. 2020
was a year most of us want to forget although we have
been pretty lucky here in Bathurst with hardly any
cases of Covid-19 though that could change as
authorities try to manage this pandemic that has taken
over the world.
The Museum closed down for the Christmas break on
Saturday 19th December and will reopen on
Wednesday 12th January.
As rules and regulations
ease we are planning to
recommence our Monthly
Musters and reopen Old
Government Cottage, the
latter on Sunday 28th
February from 12 noon to
4pm with Libby Loneragan
and Julie Liddell on duty on
the day. The next opening
will be Sarah Swift and
Libby
Loneragan
on
Sunday 28th March.
Our year’s activities will commence on Sunday 28th
February, 2021, with members invited to our Twilight
Picnic by Sandy Bathgate and Samantha Friend at their
historic ‘Clifton’ home and garden.

Our Monthly Musters will be recommencing in March
though numbers may be restricted and you may be
required to wear a mask so please bring one along.
Many thanks to our Covid-19 team and the volunteers
who got us up and running again, albeit with only two
days in the Museum. We had to start somewhere and
without them it would not have been possible. Our
gratitude also goes to our researchers, archivist, photo
scanner, photo identifiers and others who were
working behind the scenes and behind closed doors.

January - March 2021
Free to Members of the Society
I am looking for a handyman volunteer to sand back
and re-stain the park bench at Old Government
Cottage. The Society will provide materials and the
unit can be taken home to do the job. Contact me on
63315404 if you can help.
Alan McRae, Vice President & Newsletters Editor
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooo

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
It is with great pleasure
that I am writing my
first report as President
for the Society.
The Annual General
Meeting was finally
held early November
after having to be
postponed in August
due to Covid-19. The
past committee has
been very active in
setting the direction of the Society and overseeing
much needed works in the Museum, their efforts are
much appreciated.
Re-elected were Alan McRae (Vice President), Marion
Perry (Secretary), Terry Hickson (Treasurer),
Committee Members Julie Liddell (Volunteer and
School Groups co-ordinator), Jeff McSpedden and
Christopher Stewart (Events and Trip co-ordinators),
Pauline Barker (Strategic Planning co-ordinator) and
new to the Committee Kim Bagot-Hiller (Archivist)
and Sarah Swift (Media Co-ordinator). Past President
Samantha Friend remains on the committee as the
Museum Manager and Curator.
I look forward to working with the new committee to
proactively plan the future of the Society to ensure we
deliver what our community expects, but at the same
time to be flexible enough to meet any future
challenges. We look forward to 2021 where we may
be able to open the Museum more days a week and
with less COVID restrictions. New and past volunteers
are always welcome to assist in the Museum on the
front desk, archiving and researching.
Unfortunately, we were unable to hold our usual
Christmas get together. We hope to hold one this year.
A morning tea was organised to thank our volunteers
with a special presentation being made to Pixie
Lincoln, more on that from our Volunteers Coordinator Julie Liddell. Congratulations to Julie who
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has done a fantastic job throughout a very difficult
year.
I look forward to catching up with members and
volunteers and to welcoming new members and new
ideas to the Society. Best wishes for a very Merry
Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous 2021.
Mary Fletcher
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

SOCIETY MONTHLY MUSTERS
& ACTIVITIES
Please note that the Monthly Musters are held at
the Uniting Church Activities Hall (between the
church and the 1837 Hall) in William Street,
opposite Machattie Park. Musters are open to the
public with a 7.30pm start. People are welcome to
contribute supper items SO LONG AS THEY ARE
INDIVIDUAL SERVES i.e. purchased already
wrapped - as it is essential practice in these
COVID-19 times. A donation box will be available
if you wish to assist with the costs of renting. Masks
may be required so bring one along please.
For further information please contact Chris
Stewart, Monthly Muster Master on 0408084450.

to enjoy the Society’s Twilight Picnic for 2021 with
them at ‘Clifton’ at 1371 Tarana Road, Locksley from
5pm.
The property was settled in about 1825, part of a 1,100
acre land grant awarded to Charles Simeon Marsden
and known as 'Dirty Swamp', before being broken up
in about 1859 into three properties. The pub called the
'Crispin Arms' was built in 1861 and the locality
became known as Lock’s Platform in 1870 and became
known as Locksley in 1879. In 1940 the then Minister
for Lands, Mr George Wilson, added a wing to the
house and after he died in 1942, his widow Freda
married Dr Brooke Moore in 1947 and they lived there
until 1954 when it was sold to the Miller family who
lived and farmed there until 2008 when the present
incumbents bought the property.
Parts of the garden are Heritage Listed, and have been
extensively improved and expanded in the last 10
years. The garden features a large rose garden,
herbaceous beds, orchard, established trees and shrubs,
and shady lawns.
The Convict Quarters, built in 1826 and restored in
2018 have won a National Trust Heritage Award.
Please bring chairs and your picnic to enjoy in the
garden. Please note that the garden is large and
sloping, there are steps and hazards, limited toilet
facilities, and there is plenty of parking. There will be
wet weather contingency plans if need be.

20th February 2021 (Saturday) – 11am - Unveiling
of the plaque to the pioneering Frances Lewin and
Ellen Richard’s family. The event will take place at
the Macquarie River Bank Pioneer Wall on the corner
of William and Stanley Streets. Their eldest daughter,
Ellen Cruttwell Lewin, married my Great Grandfather,
Murdoch McRae. Frances Lewin was a flour mill
engineer and operator who set up the mill at Peel for
Grosvenor Suttor (above).

Clifton is about 20 kms from Bathurst - take Sydney
Road to Kelso, then turn right at the Littlebourne Street
roundabout towards Oberon. About 9 km along the
Oberon Road, turn left at Tarana Road towards Tarana.
About 10 kms along Tarana Road, you will go under
the railway line, then over a little bridge and the two
storey brick house is immediately on your left.
Continue round the corner and up the hill, the
driveway is about 50 metres on your left. Parking will
be indicated. There is limited mobile phone coverage house phone number is 6329 4233.

There will be strictly limited number tours of garden,
house and Quarters available if possible (ie weather
dependant).

28th February 2021 (Sunday) Twilight Picnic –
Sandy Bathgate and Samantha Friend welcome you all

Watch out for the balloons. Remember bring your own
food and drinks. You will need a chair or rug. We need
numbers so RSVP at the front desk on 63308455 or
email
to
info@bathursthistory.org.au
or
amcrae@lisp.com.au by 23rd February 2021, to assist
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with organising. If you need a lift book at front desk.
28th February – Sunday Old Government Cottage,
will reopen from 12 noon to
4pm. There are several new
items on display in the OGC
collection.
Bring
your
parents and children along to
view this historic building.
6th – 7th March 2021 –
Saturday and Sunday Large
Bathurst
Militaria
Collectables & Antique Arms
Fair in the three main
pavilions at the Bathurst
Showgrounds. Open 9am each
day, closing at 4.30pm
Saturday and 3.30pm Sunday.
Admission - Adults - $10,
Family 2 adults + children
under 16 - $18, children under
16 free but must be under adult supervision. Lots of
significant items on display as well as military
historical displays. Licensed dealers buying and selling
new and used firearms and militaria. There will be
plenty of parking.

18th March 2021 – Muster -Thursday – “Machattie
Park – behind the scenes” with Jan Page. From
town gaol to tranquil park, the Machattie Park site
holds many fascinating stories. However, this is not
the story of the making of the park but rather one of
rogues, royalty, tragedy and transformation.

28th March – Sunday - Old Government Cottage will
be open from 12 noon to 4pm.

22nd April 2021 – Muster - Thursday - Darrin
Treanor – “Michael and Johanna Treanor - The
Grand Hotel (1891-1897)”. This talk will include his
links to the Toohey Brewing Family, how The Grand
Hotel came into being and its opening with a few
stories from that time. Darrin has located a family
photo of Michael Treanor taken at the time of the
Grand Hotel being built.

20th May 2021 – Muster - Thursday - Andrew
Fletcher will speak on the ‘Bathurst Bad Boys from
WW1.’ Andrew will look at the not so glorious side of
military service. There are many rules and regulations
in the military which for some only means more
opportunities to get in trouble. Australian soldiers had
a reputation for being larrikins who enjoyed a practical
joke and disliked authority or anyone representing
authority. Some found out after they joined that they
were in the wrong place and left, others saw a great
opportunity to change the military, others just ignored
it because they were there to do a job and painting
rocks and saluting officers wasn’t it.
oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo

VOLUNTEER’S END OF YEAR GATHERING
On Monday 7th December, 2020, a number of the
Bathurst District Historical Society Committee and
current and past museum Volunteers attended the
Museum from 10:30am to 12 noon. The idea was to
join others for a relaxed catch up and morning tea
before the year’s end.
The morning tea was organised under Coronavirus
(COVID-19) rules and regulations so numbers
attending needed to be tracked. Seating was spaced out
to meet requirements.
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BATHURST DISTRICT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY COMMITTEE AND VOLUNTEERS
The long photo at the bottom of this page features
some to the Society’s Executive, Committee and
Volunteers and was taken two days before Christmas
2020 in front of the Museum.
We hope to increase membership numbers this year so
our new Media Co-ordinator, Sarah Swift, will be
increasing the Society’s awareness in Bathurst and
surrounding businesses.

Above – One of our Society’s Bathurst Regional
Council representatives Councillor Graeme Hanger
was on hand to congratulate our organisation on what
had been achieved over the last year, especially under
COVID-19 lockdown. He was also in attendance so he
could make some presentations.

If any of our members would like to contribute any
practical ideas Sarah would like to hear from you. You
can leave a message for her when the Museum is open
on 63322522 or email sarahswift244@gmail.com
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BATHURST’S COBB & CO COACH
Some older members of the Bathurst District Historical
Society will recall the debarkle of the stripping of the
Bathurst Technical College’s museum of large
numbers of historic items some three decades ago.
Once news got out what was happening it was the talk
of the town as were the numerous items that were
dumped at the tip and down wells.

Above - Special guest was Pixie Lincoln who became
the Society’s latest Life Member. Samantha Friend
who stepped down recently as President of the Society
was also bestowed with flowers. Julie Liddell was
likewise presented with a posie of flowers.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

In late April 1983 the Bathurst District Historical
Society was trying to get back to Bathurst a number of
rare pistols which were taken to Sydney from the
Bathurst Technical College. The pistols belonged to
pioneering officer Captain John Piper. The Captain
once owned ‘Alloway Bank’ after he moved to
Bathurst from Sydney. Members of the family who
still lived in Bathurst gave some of the pistols to the
Bathurst Technical College Museum so they remained
in Bathurst. At a meeting of Bathurst City Council on
27th April, the Bathurst District Historical Society told
aldermen that the pistols had been removed to Sydney.
The donors understood that the pistols were for
safekeeping and for the Bathurst people to enjoy.
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Greaves, who had edited their recent publication “The
History of Bathurst” stated at the time “that the Society
intended to open the museum every afternoon between
the hours of 2pm and 5pm and on Saturday mornings
between 9.30am and 12 noon. Members of the Society
will supervise the exhibition daily.” Admission was set
at two shillings – seen in previous column.

The matter of the Cobb & Co coach (above) was also
raised and it too had been shipped off to Sydney on the
quiet. The Sydney authorities proposed transferring a
number of Bathurst items to be put in a new museum
planned to open in Sydney in time for the SesquiCentenary celebrations in 1988. Mrs. Woldhuis told
Council that the Society did not accept the estimate of
$7,000 by officers of the Sydney organisation to
restore the old coach. The Society felt they could get
the work done for $2,000. The Society also considered
“ridiculous” the stringent conditions under which the
restored coach would have to be displayed.
Bathurst residents the day before were told by the
President of the Bathurst District Historical Society,
Mr. Max Palmer, that the Piper pistols had been taken
to Vaucluse House in Sydney. He said “he did not
have anything against the setting up of a new historical
museum in Sydney or in any other Australian State
capital, however the Society did not think that places
like Bathurst should be denuded of historical objects to
stock them.” Mr. Palmer felt that, “items linked to
particular places should be left where they are if local
organisations can satisfactorily display and maintain
them. The Bathurst District Historical Society was able
to do this in its new Museum in the former Bathurst
Post Office (where we are now.)
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FROM THE PAST – SOCIETY ESTABLISHES A
NEW MUSEUM
In May 1961 the Bathurst District Historical Society
envisaged that they
would set up special
display
rooms,
including a “Chamber
of Horrors”, when it
moved
into
new
premises in George
Street on 29th May.
The new premises were
situated in the Webb’s
buildings.
Members
most interested in the matter were Dr. Brook Moore,
Mr. Bernard Greaves and Mrs. M. Wigmore. Mr.

“On special occasions, such as the occasion of a
railway tour, arrangements will be made to admit
members of the public. In the “Chamber of Horrors”
an ancient prison cell door will be exhibited and also a
whipping stool, cat o’ nine tails and convict relics.” It
was planned to have other rooms devoted to individual
subjects such as aboriginal relics. Some items would
be in glass cases and others hung on walls or on
shelves.
At the time Mr. Greaves appealed to Bathurst residents
in possession of historical items to present them to the
museum. Any items should reach the Society after the
29th May, when arrangements would be made for their
exhibition.

The Society at that time already had in its possession
many relics connected with the early history of
Bathurst. These included papers dealing with the
history of Bathurst from 1862 and also personnel of
the Bathurst Hunt Club of 1892. Mr. Greaves said it
was intended to issue an appeal to coincide with the
opening of the exhibition, where it was hoped the
generosity of Bathurst would enable the Society to
function on a more favourable basis.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MEMENTO FROM FRANCE - HOW A
BATHURST RIFLE SHOT WAS KILLED
JULY 1916.
Mr. and Mrs. T.W. Willman, of 69 William Street in
Bathurst, operated his Practical Watchmakers,
Jewellers and Optical business, working long hours to
build clientele. Their store had large glass display
windows surrounded by colourful leadlight surrounds.
The business had been established by Mr. Willman in
1882.
They, like many in and around Bathurst, had seen sons
go off to serve in World War One, along with fathers,
uncles, brothers, cousins and friends. All would entrain
at the Bathurst Railway Station amid a great amount of
fanfare and bands playing.
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The Bathurst newspaper in July 1916 reported that
Willman family had received a memento and letters in
connection with the death of their son, Corporal Archie
Willman, who died of wounds received while on active
service at Bapaume in France.
It was at a time in World War One that by the
beginning of 1916 an Allied victory seemed nowhere
in sight.
The memento comprises two mutilated Australian £1
banknotes, stuck together by the congealed blood of
their former patriotic possessor. They were taken from
his uniform by one of his comrades who considered
they would be invaluable to the relatives.

“The letters were received from the Company
Commander, one of the doctors and a friend of the
deceased. They all speak eloquently of the popularity
and heroism of Corporal Willman and tell the story of
how he gallantly met his death.”
“He was engaged with a picked section of Anzacs,
who took up an advanced position at Bapaume, some
distance ahead of the main trenches. The section
having run short of water, Corporal Willman
volunteered to carry supplies under heavy shell fire,
from the main to the advanced trench, a considerable
distance. He had succeeded on several missions and
had just returned, heavily laden, from another, when a
high explosive shell, burst at his feet as he entered the
trench.”
“He was literally peppered with fragments of shrapnel
and shell-case and pieces entering his side and
penetrating his right lung. He was taken back from the
line but died a few hours later, at 7 p.m.”

Thomas Willman regularly placed advertisements in
the local Bathurst newspaper similar to the one above.
The Willmans regularly donated prizemoney to the
annual Bathurst Show such as in May 1927 when “T.

W. Willman and Son donated £1/1/0 (a guinea)
towards the prizemoney. They donated silver cups,
silver trays and other objects to local sports events.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BATHURST’S BARRETT & CO
PATENTED STOPPER OR
‘STICK’ BOTTLES
The discovery of gold and Australia’s
thirsty climate heightened the
proliferation of aerated cordial
factories to the point that every
township basically had one or more
manufactories. Bathurst had its fair
share.
The Barrett patent or ‘stick bottle’ did
not enjoy the prestige that other bottle
designs enjoyed in the 1800s. The
stopper design for this bottle consisted
of a cylindrical plug or shaft with a
diameter just slightly less than the
bottle’s neck. The shaft is slightly
longer than the height of the neck and
made of hardwood or lignum vitae.
Towards one end are twin grooves
onto which was slid a washer made
from ‘Indian rubber’. The second
groove was deeper to allow the rubber
ring on the plug to be inverted into the
neck of the bottle whereupon the ring
was moved to the other groove so that
the plug or stick would not come out
of the bottle. It was then held in place by the pressure
of the gaseous contents. To open the bottle the drinker
just had to push in the stopper “with a gentle pressure.”
The bottle design was the product of an ingenious
Englishman named Henry Barrett. At school he was
not a bright student, however he loved to make things
with his hands. His first job on leaving school was
with a ginger beer and soda water manufacturer where
he learnt much of the trade. Even with this business he
was modifying and repairing the machinery as well as
coming up with ideas that sped up production.
After a time he decided to leave and follow his own
interests so before long he was making his own ginger
beer. He then started to sell wines and spirits as well.
Barrett had already witnessed the many problems
being experienced with closures on the aerated water
bottles being used in the industry and the time and
manpower it took to safely seal and tie off the bottles.
If the bottles were not sealed properly with the cork or
some other closure the contents only lasted days before
going flat. Even with good seals the contents only
lasted a few months so aerated waters could not be
stored for long periods of time before going flat.
Barrett began experimenting with a number of closures
and bottles, as well as starting to design bottling
machinery in the 1860s. It seems that Barrett intended
that his bottle be used for aerated and still drinks, such
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as wine and Barrett was winning awards by 1868.
Barrett formed a friendship with a local wine and spirits
merchant named Edward Hogben who had opened his
store on the Pier Saint Helier, on the Isle of Jersey, where
Barrett also lived. Hogben, in 1859, decided to go to
Victoria, arriving in Melbourne the same year. The two
men must have kept in touch and one can assume that
Hogben went back to England for a visit, because in July
of 1870 they registered patents together for aerated water
bottling machines in England and Australia. They soon
advertised in Australia
for
aerated
water
manufacturers to apply
for the sole rights in
their area. Hogben had
been living in Sydney
and set up the business
there. The two men
appeared to have held
sole rights to Brisbane
and Melbourne.
The following year, in England, Barrett went into
partnership with Charles Elers and the first bottles
actually made for Hogben with the Barrett and Company
name of London and Sydney were made in England
before being shipped out to the Southern colony to their
Surry Hills factory. These bottles have the Barrett and
Elers’ Patent London on the reverse. Hogben was
manufacturing his aerated waters, ginger beer and
cordials and selling them throughout Sydney, even selling
them out past Parramatta, though he later sold the rights
to a local manufacturer. The Sydney factory soon became
too small and in 1875 he had moved to Buckingham
Street in Sydney, followed by other moves. Hogben
boasted that ginger beer in his bottles would last over 12
months. Hogben even made his own wine and was quite
a respected wine taster, even judging at the Sydney
Agricultural Show. He personally managed the factory
until 1884 when he put on a full-time
manager. He did quite well from his
business venture and purchased other
investments including buildings and
property around Sydney.
It seems that most of the Australian
used stick bottles were of English
manufacture under Barrett and Elers’
“1871 by Royal Letters Patent”,
though the Australian Glass Works
at Botany and J. Ross, glass maker
of Sydney, were granted rights to
make the bottles. Most of George
Moore’s Newcastle bottles (photo
seen left) were produced by J. Ross
under the Barrett and Hogben patent
for example. Barrett advertised the
fact that his bottle could be easily
made
by any glass
bottle
manufacturer, and at about the same
price as ordinary ‘egg-shaped’ soda
water bottles.

The “head office” was at 9 Dacre Street, Westminster in
London with Barrett and Elers travelling around England,
Scotland and Ireland to promote their product and
machinery, and sell the rights. Interested soda water
manufacturers were invited to see the equipment in
operation at their Dacre Street address in England and for
those in the Australian colonies, Hogben’s factory in
Sydney. Barrett visited a number of places in Europe
including Graz, Vienna and Dobling in Austria and some
cities in Germany where he hoped to have some of the
famous spa waters put into his bottles. He was successful
here
as
well
as
Boulogue, Calais and
St. Malo in France. On
another trip Barrett
went to Russia in the
hope to sell his bottles
and equipment there
and after talking to the
Czar in Moscow sold a
unit to the Czar’s
cousin “who would supply the Russian aristocracy.” By
early 1875 they had signed up over 120 towns where the
patent had been adopted, with another 43 the following
year.
Barrett was proud of his design and always emphasised
the great simplicity in opening his type of bottle. He
advertised in the newspapers of the day that it could be
opened with “ease and quickness and without noise” as
wire, string, corks and corkscrews were entirely
dispensed with. Barrett and Elers promoted the purity of
the contents of their bottles that was enhanced by the
mode of filling the bottles. The general public using the
bottles found them convenient as compared to other
designs as a portion of the aerated contents could be used
without spoiling the remainder for future use. Over the
years Barrett entered his
patented
bottling
machines, bottles and
products
in
several
Exhibitions and had won
many medallions – one
seen left - so it must not
have been too difficult for
him to sell his system after
winning such awards.
One of the principal
cordial
manufacturing
businesses in Bathurst decided to use the ‘stick bottle’,
this being the Great Western Aerated Water Factory and
Vinegar Works which had been purchased around 1866
by Mr. William Butler. When purchased, the business
was very primitive with antiquated and poorly maintained
equipment. It was described at the time as “being in the
most primitive order.” Butler realised that if he was to
‘make a go of it’ he would have to reverse the old order
of things. This he did and brought into operation the
latest and most improved machinery available at the time.
Butler travelled to Sydney to talk to Hogben before
deciding to buy the new Barrett system.
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In the Bathurst Times in July 1873 there is a report under
the heading of “Patent Bottling Machine” which said,
“Yesterday we had the opportunity of seeing the patent
bottling machine recently imported from
England by Mr. W. Butler, cordial
manufacturer of this town.” The reporter of
the day seemed quite impressed with the
new equipment. “The machine had been
called by the patentees, Messers Barrett
and Elers of London, the combined
bottling machine and syrup pump for
aerated waters. It was evident that
whatever expense may have been entailed
by its first introduction, an immense saving
must in the end be effected.” Bottles, with
their patent stopper to use with the new
machine, had already arrived after being
manufactured in England for William
Butler and shipped out to Australia. The
reporter goes on to comment, “the right to
use both bottles and stoppers in Bathurst
and the district had been purchased by
Butler with the machine. Under the
ordinary system of bottling lemonade or
sodawater, the services of three or four
men were required to do the job and with
Barrett's machine only one man or a boy
was needed as the bottle was filled and
sealed before leaving the machine.”
Butler was certainly pleased with the advantages of the
system and so were his customers. The number of bottle
breakages during manufacture was reduced. Forty to sixty
bottles could be filled in an hour by a boy or girl. Only
the slight pressure of the hand was required to open the
bottles which he promoted, especially to his lady
customers. The report went on to say, “Messrs Barrett
and Company have such confidence in their invention
that they have reserved the patent for their own use in
several large cities (Sydney among the number) and we
understand that Mr Butler is the only manufacturer in the
colony who has yet obtained a licence for the use of the
new patent.”
William Butler had a great deal of business acumen and
foresight in acquiring the new machinery. He enjoyed the
prestige of having the most modern and up to date
equipment at that time in Bathurst. William soon had his
trade booming, and for many years when Bathurst was
the supplying depot for a great area of the country on all
sides, the output at the Great Western Factory was
something enormous. He paid local youths to collect and
return his stick bottles. Butler’s business actually
purchased some of his flavourings from Hogben, this
practice continuing for a time even after Butler’s death in
1882. William Butler’s wife and sons continued the
business into the next century. Unfortunately, not a great
number of Butler's 'stick bottles' remain for collectors
today.
Barrett’s bottles were popular in the Central West of New
South Wales, as rights were sold in not only Bathurst but
also Cowra, Orange, Dubbo and Parkes. By April 1875
aerated cordial manufacturers in Brisbane, Ipswich,

Melbourne, Newcastle, Parramatta and Yass were also
using the stick bottle. Dunedin and Auckland in New
Zealand adopted the product also. Ironically today, “fizzy
drink bottlers” would not be allowed to put a stick
inside a bottle with all the current health
regulations. A.B. James of Bathurst also utilised
the Barrett design – left and right.
By the late 1880s it seems that the popularity of
the design was waning in England and the business
was offered to Hogben.
Hogben went to England
for a meeting with
Barrett
and
Elers,
deciding later to buy
them
out.
After
Hogben’s
death
in
October 1891 bottle
manufacturers quickly
stopped producing the
bottles. Parts for the
machinery soon became
almost impossible to get
and the ‘stick bottle’
went the way of many of
its predecessors. It was
an end of an era, Barrett
had hoped that his bottle
would
be
adopted
universally as its merits
became more widely known,
but it was not to be!

GENERAL INFORMATION
Bathurst District Historical Society Inc.
Museum and Archives:
East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street.
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst NSW 2795
Phone: (02) 63322522 (Museum Open Hours)
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au
Website: www.bathursthistory.org.au
Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st)
$24 single and $37 family
Corporate rate on request
Once only joining fee of $25
Museum and Bookshop Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 10am – 4pm.
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 2pm
Archives Hours:
Tuesday 10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm
Subject to volunteers availability.
Old Government Cottage, 16 Stanley St., Hours:
Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.
Information on the Society, as well as
membership application forms, are available at the
front desk during opening hours.
Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor

